
Northside Non-Profits
Descriptions of 18 non-profits that completed the recent survey.
	Boomerangs Resale Store
	To sell good quality, gently-used goods at reasonable prices, with proceeds used to fund ministry partners in the Northside Madison area

	 
	We are a non-profit ministry of Door Creek Church (in Madison, WI) We accept tax-deductible donations of gently-used furniture, clothing, housewares, artwork, and other miscellaneous items, and re-sell those items at reasonable prices, with all profits benefitting ministry partners on Madison's Northside. Donations can be dropped off during normal business hours Monday-Friday 10am-7pm, and Saturdays 9am-5pm. Pickups of large item donations can also be arranged by calling the store directly. Delivery of large item purchases are also able to be arranged at nominal cost.

	Community Support Network, Inc (CSN)
	Helping adults with developmental disabilities to participate in our community. As a team, we work at CSN because we value the people we support and their fundamental rights to live dignified and fulfilling lives.

	 
	We are a private, not for profit organization, 501(c)(3). We are a full-spectrum day service provider for our clients with special needs. We support our clients so they are able to achieve their goals, which range from paid employment in the community, to learning and maintaining skills, meeting new people and making friends and contributing to their community. Basically, everything any other adult would want to do during a "typical weekday" we create/support adaptations so our clients can participate. Half of the services we provide are all around Madison and surrounding areas. Our clients work for approximately 30 businesses in town and they earned (collectively) approximately $159,000 over the last 12 months that they use to live and recreate in our community. The other half of our services are provided in our building, located at 1137 North Sherman Ave/Northgate Shopping Center (between Boomerangs and Dorn Hardware). The services in our building are all skill building groups. These range from volunteer activities to a variety of classes and therapies. Please check out our website: www.VisitCSN.org for more details.

	DAIS (Domestic Abuse Intervention Services, Inc.)
	Empower those affected by domestic violence and advocate for social change through support, education and outreach.

	 
	DAIS provides seven comprehensive crisis intervention and prevention programs to address domestic violence here in Dane County including: primary prevention groups, a 24-hour help/crisis line, legal advocacy services, children's programming, support groups, face-to-face crisis response services, and the ONLY emergency domestic violence shelter for Dane County. DAIS is a 501(c)(3) celebrating its 35th anniversary of providing critical services to Dane County.


	Dane County Humane Society
	Helping People Help Animals

	 
	Dane County Humane Society is an open admission shelter taking all animals, regardless of their age or physical condition. DCHS is a private, nonprofit, charitable organization, not a government or federally-funded program, which depends on corporate sponsorships, individual donations, and modest fees for service to help thousands of companion, exotic, wild and farm animals annually. Approximately 7,000 animals pass through our doors every year including companion animals, exotic species, farm animals, small mammals, and orphaned or injured wildlife. We serve as the stray animal holding facility for Dane County, and we reunite over 1,000 lost pets with their families each year. The main shelter is located on a 29-acre wooded site off of Voges Road in Madison. Our facility includes a state-of-the-art veterinary center, animal exercise areas, walking trails, a barn to house large animals, counseling rooms for adoptions, and special rooms for animals needing extra attention or medical care. Our Adoption Center West location opened in 2009 in the High Pointe Centre shopping mall at the intersection of D'Onofrio and Mineral Point between Pier 1 Imports and Pedro's. We also have a wonderful partnership with Mounds Pet Food Warehouse where we have Satellite Adoption Centers throughout the community that offer cat and/or critter adoption. DCHS's Board of Directors is responsible for overseeing the shelter. The Board is comprised of community members committed to the mission of Helping People Help Animals. Board members volunteer their time. Pam McCloud Smith is the Executive Director of DCHS and oversees all shelter operations.

	Friends of Cherokee Marsh, Inc.
	Our mission is to protect, preserve, and restore the beauty, value, and health of Cherokee Marsh and the upper Yahara River watershed.

	 
	We educate government staff, elected officials, and the public about the value of Cherokee Marsh. We work with the City, County, and other organizations to sponsor and promote educational tours and work days in the marsh. We support field studies in Cherokee Marsh for local schoolchildren. We are a 501(c)(3) organization.

	Friends of Lake View Hill Park
	Lake View Hill Park is a conservancy-based Dane County park situated uniquely in the city of Madison on the grounds of a former sanatorium. Primary efforts recognize vegetation restoration and management and the cultural significance of the historic landscape associated with the former sanatorium grounds.

	 
	The Friends of Lake View Hill Park was formed in 2005 after decades of effort by neighbors and concerned citizens to “save the hill” and preserve this woodland and historic treasure. We are part of the Dane County Parks Friends program and work in partnership with Parks as well as Dane County Health and Human Services. The Friends organizes and convenes activities year round, including ecological restoration work projects, educational events, and seasonal events with the Lake View Neighborhood Association. We also have developed partnerships with area schools, scout troops, churches and youth groups. Lake View Hill Park is perched on a hill overlooking the northside of Madison in Dane County, Wisconsin. This 48 acre park is the former site of the Lake View Sanatorium, built in 1930 for the treatment of tuberculosis. The property includes twenty-six acres of upper woodlands, fifteen acres of meadows, including the original great lawn, and the original sanatorium buildings that now house Dane County Health and Human Services.

	Goodwill Industries of South Central Wisconsin, Inc.
	Goodwill Industries of South Central Wisconsin builds better communities by providing employment, housing, and support to people with disabilities and other challenges.

	 
	Goodwill manages three group homes in Dane County for individuals with diagnosis of severe and persistent mental illness. Goodwill also manages 6 apartment buildings in Dane County for persons with mental health disabilities. In addition, we have one 20 unit apartment building in Jefferson, WI for elderly and frail individuals. I believe we are 501.(c)(3).


	Housing Initiatives, Inc.
	To provide permanent housing to people who suffer from chronic mental illnesses and became homeless because of it.

	 
	We are indeed a 501 and we provide housing by administrating a rent assistance program for only people who are homeless with a mental illness and we also develop, own and manage our own housing to supply a stock of permanently affordable housing to this group. We have a volunteer Board of Directors which hires an Executive Director who then conducts all day-to-day business.

	Kennedy Heights Community Center
	The mission of the Kennedy Heights Community Center is to create a community support network for low to moderate income families; increase available resources and programs to improve the lives of residents and to develop and present social, educational, recreational and cultural programs for children, youth and adults

	
	Yes, 501c3 Early Childhood Program The Early Childhood Program offers a half day, year round preschool program for children ages 3 – 5. The program prepares children for success in school and daily life. The program is both state licensed and city accredited. The program includes a daily breakfast, child initiated play, outside time, and teacher planned activities that support learning. The program serves 20 – 25 children each year and 14 children each day. Kennedy Heights residents are given first priority for program spaces, when space is available the program is open to the public. After School Program Enrolled The After School Program provides an enriching, safe program for elementary school age children each day. The program provides opportunities for children to play, complete their homework and build positive relationships with adults and their peers. Staff and volunteers implement a number of enrichment activities throughout the program year that support academic and social skill development. Children in Kindergarten – third grade are served through the enrolled, licensed program. After School Program Drop-In Children in 4th and 5th grade participate in a drop-in program that meets the needs of older elementary school age children. The 4th and 5th grade program includes snack, homework help time, outdoor play, and enrichment activities that support academic and social skill development. The program include regular access to technology. Youth Program The Youth Program for middle and high school students is designed to help youth make positive decisions in their life. The program actively engages youth in decision-making roles and focuses on helping youth explore positive options for their future. The program serves on average 15 youth per day and 60 different youth per year. Girls Inc. The Girls Inc. Program is an education program for 9 – 15 year old girls. Girls Inc. inspires girls to be strong, smart and bold. The program meets almost daily and provides activities that focus on healthy living, academic success, community service, leadership development and recreation. The program serves 45 girls every year. Boys Group The Boys Group Program is a weekly program for middle school boys. The program focuses on conflict-resolution, violence prevention, and supporting adolescent boys in their transition into young men. Programming includes discussion groups, activities, service projects and opportunities for boys to interact with a variety of positive role models. The program serves 30 different boys each year Middle School Summer Day Camp The Middle School Summer Camp program provides youth going into 5th - 9th grades with an eight-week summer enrichment program. The half day program includes a variety of enrichment activities from which youth can choose. Past enrichment clubs have included swimming, library, golf, technology, outdoor, gardening, basketball, tennis, volleyball, art, international crafts, community service, youth-run business, how to manage money, fishing, cooking / nutrition and many field trips throughout the Madison area. The program includes lunch and snack. Each year 30 youth enroll in the day camp program. Madison Empowering Responsibility in Teens (MERIT) MERIT, is a community approach to reducing teen pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections. Along with positive youth development activities MERIT utilizes two age-appropriate, best practice curricula: Making a Difference and Making Proud Choices to help teens make decisions that keep them healthy and give them long, bright futures. The program serves youth ages 11 - 16 and works both in the Kennedy Heights Community and throughout the northside. The MERIT program is in partnership with the Goodman Community Center and Lussier Community Education Center. Adult Resources Program The Adult Resources Program provides educational opportunities and training that supports adults seeking employment or education. Programming includes case management, GED classes, computer training, ESL classes and other training that helps to reduce the barriers to employment. Adult Computer Classes Throughout the year the community center offers a variety of computer classes. Classes take place on Tuesday evenings and are designed for beginner computer users. Classes meet in eight week sessions and are offered in both English and Hmong. Food Pantry The Kennedy Heights Food Pantry provides residents with food and nutrition information. The food pantry is run by resident volunteers and serves 30 – 50 families each week. The food pantry is a client choice pantry that encourages clients to choose their own foods to meet their families’ nutritional needs. The food pantry is supported by Second Harvest Food Bank, Community Action Coalition and many area food drives. Asian Outreach The Asian Outreach Program helps Southeast Asian residents by providing translation services Hmong-Enlish, assistance navigating the school system and help accessing center programs and other community services. The Asian Outreach program also provides a monthly educational workshop in Hmong. Some examples of past workshops include nutrition, cooking, parenting skills, using the library, financial literacy, and many others. The Asian Outreach program provides services and support to over 300 individuals each year. Community Events - Spring Fling - Family Literacy Night Each year the community center hosts a variety of community events for the neighborhood. These have included neighborhood block parties, talent shows, family literacy nights, community focus groups, parent-child kickball tournaments, art exhibits, financial literacy workshops, fishing safety forums, and many other center and resident planned community activities. Over 1000 people attend our events each year. Facility Use The community center provides space to other non-profit groups that provide programming that fits with the mission of the community center and is available to the community.

	Lakeview Lutheran Church
	To proclaim the gospel of Christ and the love of God through words and deeds.

	 
	Lakeview, being a faith community, is Wisconsin tax exempt but we are not a 501.(c)(3) organization. The funding for the budget, programs and ministries that we provide all comes directly from the member pockets of this congregation. There is no outside funding. We are non-profit and we are a charitable organization. We are structured under a constitution that is modeled by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The congregation is operated by an elected volunteer council of 12 individuals and the called pastor. The council and the annual budget are approved at the annual meeting in April. The fiscal year is April 1 through March 31. The chief officer of the congregation is the Council President.

	Literacy Network of Dane County
	Literacy Network is a non-profit organization made up of teachers, learners, tutors, volunteers and donors all working together to improve adult literacy in Dane County. Our programs teach reading, writing and speaking skills to adults and families so they can achieve financial independence, good health and greater involvement in community life.

	 
	Literacy Network is a 501.(c)(3) organization serving primarily low income adults and families in need of literacy services by offering programs specifically tailored to the needs, goals, and different learning styles of the individual students: One-to-one Tutoring for ESL and Basic Literacy Small ESL classes Community Literacy Family Literacy and English in the Schools Integrated English and Civics Education Workplace Literacy. All programs are free of charge. Literacy Network offers free individual tutors, group classes, educational workshops and other opportunities to adults in Dane County so they can learn to read, write or speak English. Founded in 1974 as a non-profit organization, Literacy Network has been a United Way Agency since 1979. Our ESL learners come from over 70 countries throughout the globe and our adult Basic Literacy learners often struggle with dyslexia, learning disabilities, or mental health issues. Every year, our learners achieve life goals through literacy, such as: Reading to children ,Reading a newspaper, Talking to their child's teacher ,Filling out job applications, Developing a résumé, Entering training programs, Improving basic skills to move into a GED program. Literacy Network is also a member of Wisconsin Literacy.

	Living in Community Inc.
	We intentionally reach out to our community by building relationships with them and ministering to their needs.

	 
	Yes we are a 501c3. There are four major components to Living in Community Inc.(LICI) 1) We operate the Bread of Life Food Pantry 2) We minister to seniors through our Senior Connections weekly event. 3) We actively raise money for LICI projects such as the Yahara Fishing Club, Neighborhood Family Fund Days, Rummage Sale, NBA's Breakfast with the Bunnies, Breakfast with Santa, Vera Court Neighborhood Center, Brentwood Village and many more. 4) We will launch Celebrate Recovery in the Fall of 2012, as we minister to those who have addiction issues.

	Northside Planning Council
	The NPC Mission is to improve the quality of life for all residents of the Northside community through advocating and supporting the economic growth, stability and connectivity of the Northside community.

	 
	NPC is a 501.c3 whose mission encompasses Community-People-Business. COMMUNITY – Communication and Connections within Northside Community: 1)Support and enhance communication on the Northside; 2) Serve as a key convener of Northside events; 3(Engage with the community to understand the overall needs of Northside community.  PEOPLE – Individuals and Families: 1) Facilitate awareness of and access to services; 2) Partner with others to identify service needs; 3) Foster development of additional support services for individuals and families in need. BUSINESS – Economic Success and Growth for the Northside: 1) Promote the Northside as a great place to live, work, play, start or grow a business; 2) Support existing businesses; 3) Encourage and support new investments.

	Second Harvest Foodbank
	To end hunger in southwestern Wisconsin through community partnerships.

	 
	We are a 501.(c)(3) who provide access to food through distributing food to food pantries, meal sites, community and senior centers. We work with our community partners to develop better access to food through mobile pantries, education and FoodShare outreach. Since we are a foodbank, our goals are to ensure and leverage sufficient capacity to manage, store, process and transport food as efficiently and effectively as possible. We use volunteers and staff who are committed to our mission to mobilize and motivate the larger public to better understand and contribute to "ending hunger."

	The River Food Pantry
	To bring a message of mercy and hope to those in need by providing nutritional basics and encouragement; to be a unifying, servant hearted and community building expression of Jesus Christ in Madison.

	 
	The River Food Pantry, the busiest food pantry in Dane County, provides free groceries, clothing and household items as well as free community dinners, primarily to families in the city of Madison but also to all Dane County residents. The pantry opened in March of 2006. We currently serve over 2,300 families a month and provide meals on Tuesdays and Fridays that together serve around 400 people. The pantry distributes 25,000 pounds of food each week. Pantry clients may “shop” once a week in our system where client need is self-declared and food is selected by client choice, meaning clients shop for the items they need. The River is located on Madison’s north side, close to Northport Drive and its many low income neighborhoods, a trailer park and subsidized senior housing—in other words, in the middle of one of the neediest sections of Madison. While the northeast side of Madison is our geographic neighborhood, more than half of our clients live in other zip codes around Dane County. We are a 501(c)(3).


	Vera Court Neighborhood Center
	The mission of Vera Court Neighborhood Center is to offer growth and enrichment opportunities to neighborhood residents that reflect the changing needs, strengths and diversity of the Vera Court community. Our goal is to identify community needs and provide high quality programming to children, youth and adults, in the areas of education, recreation, health and nutrition.

	 
	Vera Court Neighborhood Center offers child, teen, family, and adult programs that serve community members from around the northside. These include an after-school program for elementary age children, tutoring for middle and high school age youth, Leadership, Girl Power, and Life as a Boy programs for children, a computer lab available to community members, and several job skills and language classes Vera Court Neighborhood Center is a registered 501(c)(3) and in addition to programming at the Vera Court Neighborhood Center itself it is includes the Bridge Lake Point Waunona Neighborhood Center on Madison's south side and the Latino Academy of Workforce Development which is a city-wide training program.

	VSA Wisconsin, Inc.
	To expand the capabilities, confidence and quality of life for children and adults with disabilities by providing programs in dance, drama, creative writing, music and visual art.

	 
	VSA Wisconsin is a statewide 501 (c)(3) organization that conducts more than 100 programs that directly serve children and adults with disabilities. Multidisciplinary programming in more than 30 cities and towns includes: artist residencies in early childhood learning centers, schools, and community settings; nine community choirs; a traveling exhibition of art work by people with disabilities; creative art and music classes and workshops; art sales events, training and professional development for artists and educators and disability awareness training. The VSA Art Center is the largest initiative in Madison. Programs at the Art Center provide ongoing arts education and cultural enrichment opportunities for individuals with disabilities and are conducted by professional teaching artists who use adaptive teaching techniques and universal design strategies to ensure that people of all abilities experience success. Art Center programs enable individuals with disabilities to explore various creative disciplines, improve their artistic skills, develop increased confidence and independence, and strengthen their social connections. We also conduct artist residencies at early learning centers and local schools, as well as a community choir for adults with and without disabilities.

	Wild Warner Inc.
	To celebrate and protect the wildlife and rich ecosystem that exist in Madison’s largest urban park.

	
	Wild Warner does not have 501c3 status, but is registered with Wisconsin as a nonprofit corporation. It has bylaws, a board of directors and officers. We meet monthly at Warner recreation center. The organization was created in the autumn of 2009 when a group of citizens discovered that a pending neighborhood plan for North Madison included several development plans for Warner Park. Among them: a pontoon boat concession in the lagoon, a new parking lot, a new soccer field in a prairie/meadow, more sidewalks, aggressive brush trimming and ceremonial sites on an island used by nesting birds. Warner Park was already one of the most heavily used urban parks in the Madison system, with 500,000 visitors every year, the Rhythms and Booms fireworks display July 4, and the Madison Mallards. The majority of the park was paved or cut into lawn. A PhD study of the park determined that Warner Park had an unappreciated "wild side" -- 60 acres of wetland and water, 40 acres of trees and meadows, that supported 115 species of birds, and a wide variety of wildlife exist in the park, including deer, fox, mink, beavers. Since its formation Wild Warner has raised the consciousness that the natural areas of Warner Park need to be protected, and has begun cooperative programs with city parks, the UW's Nelson Institute, Brentwood, Sherman Middle School, the Northside Senior coalition. Among the projects: meadow restoration, nature walks, wetland and fishery restoration, testing of Rhythm and Booms fallout and youth projects.



