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Tamim Sifri, DDS

Take a smart step towards
a healthier smile!

www.smartdentalmadison.com 
2317 International Ln, Suite 101, Madison, WI 53704

Call Today!
608-241-8782

• Evening Appointments

• Most insurance accepted

• Children Welcome!

• General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

By Dave Bruns
Ivy Martin is a good person, a good 

friend and teammate, a good sister and 
daughter.

Ivy started swimming at the age of 5. 
Her older sister Ruby was already swim-
ming, and it was typical for the girls to 
spend the whole day at the Cherokee 
pool. Ivy, Ruby and their friend AJA Van-
Hout joined the Madison East YMCA 
swim team in 2000. Ivy then joined the 
Badger Aquatics Swim Club. Ivy and 
Ruby’s mother, Connie Martin, was (and 
still is) the swim coach and leader of this 
wonderful youth swimming program. 
Mother was their coach and mentor.

Ivy attended Madison East High School. 
As a freshman, she and Ruby were mem-
bers of the 2007 East swim team that won 
the Wisconsin Girl’s Swimming Champi-
onship with only six girls on the team. In 
Ivy’s sophomore and junior years, East 
fi nished second in the State with only fi ve 
swimmers. In Ivy’s senior year, her fresh-
man sister Maddie joined the team and, 
still with only fi ve swimmers, East fi nished 
third at the 2010 State swim meet. 

One of the most exciting athletic events 
I have ever witnessed was the fi nal free-
style relay event at that meet. Maddie, 
AJA, Chelsea Soderholm and Ivy repre-
sented the Purgolders. Heading into the 
fi nal leg of the relay, the Hartland girls 
had the lead. When Maddie touched, she 
turned it over to Ivy. We watched and 
cheered as Ivy fl ew through the water 
and brought home gold for her team. It 
was a proud moment for her mom, her 
dad, Tom Martin, and all of us fans. Ivy 
commented that it was cool to attend the 

same school (Madison East) as Olympic 
gold medalist Jim Montgomery and All-
American athlete Pat Ritcher.

Ivy continued her swimming as she 
accepted a scholarship to attend UW-
Madison. Coach Whitney Hite had four 
Northside women on that UW team: Ivy, 
AJA, Ruby and Abby Soderholm. Abby 
and Ruby were captains. As a sophomore, 
Ivy became the fastest woman swimmer 
ever in the Big Ten when she won the 50-
yard freestyle in a time of 21.84 seconds. 
Last year, as a junior, she bested her own 
record with a time of 21.58 seconds.

The accomplishments continued this 
summer when Ivy won a spot on the 
USA National Swim Team. She recently 
returned from the Pan Pacifi c Champion-
ship Games in Australia. Ivy said rep-
resenting our country is a “dream come 
true. There’s no better feeling than hav-
ing the swim cap on your head with the 
words Martin and a USA fl ag.” Ivy is 

now one of the top 
ten fastest 50-yard 
freestyle swimmers 
in the world.

Ivy started her se-
nior year at the UW 
in September. She 
and AJA have been 
named co-captains. 
She is targeting fall 
dual meets, the Big 
Ten meet in Febru-
ary, and the NCAA 
Championships in 
March.

After those chal-
lenges, Ivy will 

climb onto the world stage. From August 
2‒9, 2015, she will represent the United 
States, the University of Wisconsin and 
the Northside at the World Champion-
ships in Russia.

Ivy said her fi ve keys to success are: 
(1) setting goals, short and long term; (2) 
having self-confi dence and believing in 
herself; (3) staying focused at all times; 
(4) maintaining the proper balance of 
family, friends, school and swimming; 
and (5) having a passion for excellence.

Ivy Martin is a good person, a good 
friend and teammate, a good sister 
and daughter — and a winner. Be 
proud Madison.

Martin’s just startin’ to win the world over
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Maple Bluff from page 1
a suitable tool to get the job done. Put 
another way, I suspect the only al-
ternative is to let it continue as is.”

Bob Lehman, owner of the Lakewood 
Plaza Shopping Center, has contracted 
with the Rifkin Group to facilitate the 
redevelopment process. According to 
Marty Rifkin, the initial concept plan 
that’s been submitted to the Maple 
Bluff Building Board includes a 13,200 
square foot, one-story, neighborhood 
shopping center. The buildings that 
house the Noah’s Ark Pet Center, the 
Cat Care Clinic and the Inferno would 
be demolished to make way for the 
new development. The proposed space 
could include a brew pub, retail options 
and services that are not currently of-
fered in the existing space, as well as 
providing general infrastructure and 
safety improvements to the entire shop-
ping center. Negotiations are ongoing 
between Lehman and the owners of 
the buildings proposed for demolition, 
Dennis Taft and the Marquez family.

 “We are in the very early stages of 
this,” said Village administrator Tim 
Krueger. “Any development plan put to 
the Board is required to pass through 
the Village’s Conditional Use Proposal 
process. This requires approvals at many 
levels of Village government and does 
take some time.”

The current tenants of the shopping 
center have had varied responses to the 
proposed project.

“I’m heartbroken just thinking about 
it,” said Barb Brown, owner of Noah’s 
Ark Pet Center on North Sherman for 
well over 40 years. “We service a lot of 
customers and a lot of them come from 
Maple Bluff,” she said. “If we have to 
move, I don’t know where we’ll go.”

In an email statement, Manna Café 
owner Mike Pratzel said, The Northside 
could do with some sprucing up and 
new development, and I feel the more 
places of interest that can be brought in 
will help in creating a critical mass to 
get more people to come to the North-
side to shop and eat.  At the same time 
as an individual business owner, I want 
to preserve the businesses we have. So, 
I have mixed feelings.  In the long run, 
I feel it will be a positive so long as it 
is done well and includes local opera-
tions who can help bring more interest 
to the Northside.”

As for the existing tenant’s fears, 
Krueger’s responds. “Any development 
or redevelopment project that gains ap-
proval would be public record long be-
fore the required notifi cation period to 
inform a tenant that they must vacate a 
building. I can assure you the bulldozers 
are not going to show up tomorrow.”

Ivy Martin lines up at the blocks as she prepares to race.

and daughter — and a winner. Be 
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Good Food 
Garden Party

Pretty tables, pretty flowers and a
pretty evening enhanced the fourth 
annual Good Food Garden Party in 
September. The outdoor feast, Com-
munity GroundWorks’ biggest fund-
raiser of the year, offered cuisine 
from	six	fine	local	restaurants.	At	the	
event, hosted by Whyte Hirschboeck 
Dudek S.C., 150 guests enjoyed an 
elegant dinner al fresco at Troy Gar-
dens, Madison’s premier urban agri-
culture community resource. The de-
licious food tasted even better served 
in that glorious setting, made possible 
by community support.

Shinji Muramoto prepares seared 
scallop on grean been fricassee with 
spicy tomato sauce, one of the entrees 
at the 4th annual Good Food Garden 
Party. Photos by Chariti Gent

Welcome to

Northport
Laundry

Easy Access
Up to the Door Parking
Small & Big Loads Welcomed

1417 Northport Drive - Madison, WI
(Next to Culver’s)

Dena Fritz
Hair
Salon

Available Services
� Hair cuts for men, women & children  

� Color, foil highlights, dimensional 
color foiling and corrective color 

� Perms & facial waxing 

� Wig fittings 

(608) 335-9186
Located at 4505 Texas Trail

By Community GroundWorks staff
This summer, Community Ground-

Works (CGW) began an exciting partner-
ship with the Division of Juvenile Correc-
tions (DJC). The program, called Grow 
Academy,	is	a	demonstration	project	serv-
ing adjudicated youth through an agricul-
ture-based, experiential curriculum that 
will be used as a model in Juvenile Correc-
tions programs throughout Wisconsin. 
Along	with	 four	 other	 community	 part-

ners, including UW-Extension, CGW is 
providing garden-based instruction for 
Grow	 Academy	 students.	 Students	 have	
made	weekly	field	 trips	 to	CGW’s	Good-
man Youth Farm, where they have learned 
about beekeeping, outdoor culinary arts and 
new growing techniques to take back to their 
own	garden	at	 the	Academy’s	site	 in	Ore-
gon. CGW’s Goodman Youth Farm Manag-
er Jennica Skoug and Community Land and 
Gardens Director Shelly Strom have made 
regular	visits	to	the	Grow	Academy,	where	
they provided on-site educational activities 
for	students.	This	partnership	fits	perfectly	
into CGW’s mission to connect people to 

urban natural and agricultural lands for the 
benefit	of	the	whole	community,	and	to	ac-
complish this goal in collaboration with 
other local organizations.

“The students really hook on to the hands-
on experience,” Skoug said. “They are very 
curious and ask so many detailed questions. 
They have especially taken to the bees.” 

By Community GroundWorks staff
As	summer	drew	to	a	close,	four	middle	

school students from the Goodman Com-
munity Center’s Garden Fit program sat 
wide-eyed behind microphones at Madi-
son’s WORT-FM studio, excitedly taking 

selfies	of	each	other	before	the	host	began	
talking. Live on the air, each student had a 
chance to share their eight-week experience 
at Community GroundWorks’ youth educa-
tion sites this summer. Garden Fit students 
visited the Goodman Youth Farm each 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, and Troy 
Kids‘	Garden	each	Friday	 from	June‒Au-
gust. Morning Buzz host Jan Miyasaki got 
the students laughing and talking about try-
ing pesto on kohlrabi, knowing how to stay 
calm among the honeybees, planting their 
own garden plots, and showing off their 
farming knowledge to younger students. It 
was clear that each student had experiences 
that will stay with them long into the future. 
The	interview,	which	aired	Aug.	13,	is	avail-
able on WORT-FM’s online archive.

Community GroundWorks and DJC’s Grow  
Academy raise hives and hope 

Goodman Garden Group  
rocks Madison’s WORT-FM

Grow Academy youth harvest knowledge of bee activity.
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Garden Fit participants at WORT-FM. 
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Feeling off ?
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FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

All phases of home remodeling & repair

 ● Additions ● Siding ● Roofi ng ● Garages
 ● Kitchens ● Windows ● Flooring ● Decks & More

Barlow Builders, Inc. proudly supports The River Food Pantry.
Please help those in need. www.riverfoodpantry.org

Thursday
October 14
6-9 pm
At The River
Food Pantry

Tickets available at 
www.riverfoodpantry.org
Proceeds go directly to feeding hungry families.

Celebrating a season
of abundance to
benefit those who
don’t have enough.

Fully insured & licensed • Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE
www.barlowbuildersinc.com

For a FrEE EstimatE call:
(608) 630-trEE (8733) or (608) 225-4302

Pruning

Removals

Consulting

Shrub care

Storm damage

Landscape 
maintenance

Certified Arborist
Over 20 Years 
Experience

Call Now
for your fall  
oak and Elm  

pruning!

Lunch Specials
Monday

Pulled pork sandwich with fries

Tuesday
Walleye sandwich with chips and coleslaw

Wednesday
Nueske’s bacon cheeseburger with fries

Thursday
Cuban pulled pork sandwich with fries

Friday
2 piece Fish Fry (served until 2 pm) 

We also serve perch, walleye and shrimp 
(Ask server for price) 

Lunch specials are served 
11 am–2 pm daily

Call ahead for orders to go

244-9627

Chico’s Villa Tap   •   2302 Packers Ave.   •   Madison, WI   •   244-9627

By Theresa Vander Woude 
Clean Lakes Alliance

This fall show your love for our lakes by 
using the leaves that fall on your property to 
improve the health and beauty of your yard. 

What does leaf litter have to do with 
lake health?

The same nutrients in leaves that are 
great for your lawn and garden can nega-
tively impact water quality in our lakes. 
When leaves in street gutters and terraces 
steep in rainwater, a nutrient-rich tea is cre-
ated, which flows down the storm drains 
and directly into the lakes. This tea is full 
of phosphorus, the nutrient that drives al-
gae growth. To maximize the benefit to our 
lakes, avoid sending your leaves to the curb 
altogether. When used correctly, leaves can 
be an inexpensive alternative to traditional 
yard-care practices.

How should I use my leaves?
• Mulch fallen leaves into your lawn 

with a lawnmower.
• Use shredded leaves to mulch your 

garden.
• Consider making leaf mold, an inex-

pensive substitute for peat moss that 
can increase water-holding capacity 
of soils by 50 percent.

How should I dispose of leaves?
• If you have more leaves than you can 

use, dispose of them correctly. By do-
ing so, you help keep our lakes clean 
and healthy.

• Check your municipality’s website for 
leaf pickup dates. For the Northside, 
visit cityofmadison.com/streets/yard 
Waste/leaf/LeafEast.cfm and view the 
color-coded maps (updated every day 
by 3 pm starting in early October).

• Time your raking to minimize the 
time leaves sit at the curb.

• Consider clearing fallen leaves out of 
your street gutters and storm drains 

Practice lake-friendly leaf 
management.

Love our lakes? 
Use your leaves.

Reprinted with permission from “Come 
Out and Play,” Madison Parks’ newsletter.

In 2011 Madison Parks’ staff embarked 
on an ambitious oak savanna restoration 
project in Cherokee Marsh. The goal of the 
project is to restore the savanna to a scat-
tering of oak trees, recreating the ecology 
that the Native Americans who lived on 
the land centuries ago would have expe-
rienced. By reducing the canopy coverage 
from 100 percent to 50–75 percent, posi-
tive results are already being seen.

Another goal of the project was to cre-
ate an environment that would attract 
animals, like the red-headed woodpecker, 
which were incapable of living in the oak 
woodlands at Cherokee Marsh prior to the 
project. Due to decreased cattle grazing 
in the area, the habitat of the red-headed 
woodpecker had been lost, resulting in a 
70 percent population decline. The red-
headed woodpecker is listed as a species of 
concern in Wisconsin, making the success 
of this project even more notable.

The altered canopy coverage resulting 
from the project’s harvest has created an 
environment with everything the wood-
peckers need to thrive. The open canopy 
allows them to fly through the trees to 
catch insects, and the open understory al-
lows them to feed on the ground. The trees 
that were saved from being cut serve as 
great nesting and perching sites for the 
woodpeckers as well. Red-headed wood-
peckers nesting in the oak savannas have 
been the greatest sign of the restoration’s 
success, especially so early in the project.

Due to the increased amount of light 
reaching the ground, wildflowers are 

thriving in this area. Cranes and bluebirds 
have also been spotted due to the newly 
enriched ecology of the oak savanna.

After putting forth a plan to the Madi-
son Parks Commission, Madison Parks 
was awarded an $18,000 grant from the 
Madison Community Foundation in 
2012. This is part of a total $120,000 put 
forward to restore a total of 40 acres of 
land throughout Madison.

Madison Parks worked with a conser-
vation crew from Operation Fresh Start, 
an organization that employs youth and 
adults to work on conservation projects 
and build new homes in Dane County 
while they develop useful career skills.

The process of restoring the savanna 
at Cherokee Marsh began with eliminat-
ing exotic shrubs from the savanna using 
forestry mowers. Because this process 
doesn’t kill the plants, the area also need-

ed to be treated with an herbicide to re-
move the unwanted plants. The next step 
in the project was to go through the area 
during the winter to mechanically harvest 
any trees that were bigger than 4 inches in 
diameter, but smaller than 14‒16 inches. 

Using heavy machinery, park contrac-
tors harvested trees that fell in this range, 
cutting from the top down. Then, using a 
wood chipper, the trees were chopped into 
small pieces and spread over the ground. 
Sapling hickories and oaks that were re-
producing were saved, as well as native 
Hawthorn shrubs. Large oaks and stand-
ing dead trees were also saved because 
they are an important part of the wildlife’s 
habitat, creating homes for birds.

The savanna was then set on fire in a con-
trolled burn to eliminate unwanted plants. 
The oaks are able to survive the burn, due 
to their thick bark. Burning the savanna 
also benefits native plants as they are able 
to grow back, unlike exotic plants which 
are eliminated, making Cherokee Marsh 
look more like it would have centuries ago 
to the Native Americans on the land.

The last step in the process is to treat the 
exotic plants that remain with an herbicide 
treatment. These treatments will continue 
this year and possibly through next year un-
til the exotic shrubs are under control, be-
fore planting new shrubs and plants.

A similar process has been done pre-
viously in other Madison parks, but this 
project was the first one to use tree-har-
vesting equipment. Based on the success 
of this project, Madison Parks is hoping 
to implement restoration projects in other 
parks throughout Madison. 

where the risk of phosphorus-leach-
ing is highest. (Please be safe and 
watch for traffic.)

• Visit cleanlakesalliance.com/renew-
the-blue for more citizen action tips.

Through the Yahara CLEAN Strate-
gic Plan for Phosphorus Reduction, our 
community has set the goal to prevent 
4,100 pounds of phosphorus runoff into 
our lakes through urban leaf manage-
ment by 2025. One pound of phosphorus 
is capable of producing 500 pounds of 
algae, so reductions could have a huge 
impact on our lakes.

Clean Lakes Alliance and our partners 
are working to promote proper leaf man-
agement and make notification of leaf 
pickup times more convenient to residents. 
Through our citizen action initiatives, we 
hope to help residents make decisions and 
create habits that benefit our lakes.

For more information, contact Paul Dear-
love, at paul@cleanlakesalliance.com.

“Scattering of oaks” no joke at Cherokee Marsh

A red-headed woodpecker brings a bug to the 
nest cavity.
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By Paul Noeldner
Sandhill cranes are trumpeting at Warner 

Park. Red-headed woodpeckers are ham-
mering in Cherokee Marsh. Both have a 
story to tell — nature recreation is improv-
ing on the Northside.

The prairies, woods and marshes in our 
beautiful Northside parks invite a walk 
to enjoy birds, wildlife and fall colors. It 
is well-known that nature recreation — 
spending time in natural areas — is healthy 
for body, mind and spirit and a lot of fun 
for families. Preserving and restoring natu-
ral areas for nature recreation help improve 
natural wellness for people as well as for 
the birds and animals.

A trip to a cabin up north or camping in 
the woods is wonderful but, unfortunately, 
all too infrequent and out of reach for many 
families. Seeing nature nearby and enjoy-
ing free nature recreation in our parks and 
neighborhoods is very important for daily 
physical and mental health for all of us on 
the Northside. Spotting a crane when driv-

ing to work or hearing a woodpecker ham-
mer on a tree can brighten a day. Local 
Northside environmentalist Trish O’Kane 
wrote a New York Times article on the im-
portance of birds in our lives that captures 
this beautifully. Google “What the Spar-
rows Told Me” if you haven’t seen the ar-
ticle yet.

Sandhill cranes are telling us Warner 
Park is improving. The cranes are revered 
worldwide, but Northsiders refer to them 
fondly as “our cranes.” These stately blue-
gray wetland birds often strut their stuff 
in the open areas and thrill senior citizens 
and yoga practitioners as they stroll by the 
windows at the Warner Park Community 
Recreation Center. Their presence is a good 
indicator of the natural health of the whole 
ecosystem because they rely on wetland ar-
eas for food and habitat. 

This year offered a special success story 
when the crane pair raised a colt, as a gangly 
legged crane chick is called, on the Warner 
Island	that	used	to	be	mowed	for	fireworks.	

It	is	now	a	new	wetland	prairie	fit	for	a	crane	
chick thanks to Madison Parks, with help 
from Wild Warner, Sherman Nature Ex-
plorers and Madison Audubon. This helps 
reduce annual park maintenance costs and 
keep taxes down because natural areas do 
better with less mowing and maintenance. 
Walkers and bikers enjoy nature recreation 
paths	with	views	of	colorful	prairie	flowers	
on the island and giant yellow lotus blos-
soms	floating	in	the	lagoon.	

The preservation and restoration of urban 
natural areas for nature recreation in our 
parks and neighborhoods is an ongoing pri-
ority for the Madison Parks Division with 
help from local Northside nature groups, in-
cluding Wild Warner and Friends of Chero-
kee Marsh. Similar efforts are underway in 
the Northside’s county parks, Lake View 
Hill and Yahara Heights, with support from 
Dane County Parks and volunteers. These 
amenities help make Madison the top city 
in the country for livability according to a 
recent survey. This shared natural area infra-

structure improves the value of our homes 
and businesses as well as our lives. 

Many people enjoy seeing cranes, wood-
peckers, foxes and other wildlife as part of 
their daily dose of nature recreation and nat-
ural wellness. We can all help this wonderful 
wildlife by supporting natural areas in parks 
and neighborhoods and accommodating 
them in our own yards. Minimizing use of 
artificial	herbicides	and	pesticides	helps	as-
sure healthy bio-systems like bees and safe 
food sources for wildlife. We can also help 
our wildlife survive by leaving young birds 
and animals alone. Their parents are usually 
hiding nearby. Also avoid attracting wildlife 
across busy streets to backyard feeders, and 
slow down whenever you see wildlife.

Bring your family and children to bird 
and nature walks and other events at Warner 
Park, Cherokee Marsh and other Northside 
parks to discover the beautiful trails and the 
many	benefits	of	healthy	nature	recreation	
for yourself and your family. See the North-
side News calendar for more information.

Cranes and woodpeckers say Northside nature recreation is a hoot

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
A

rle
ne

 K
oz

io
l

June Brooks, DVM  |  608.204.2700
Karen Heineman, DVM    Sara Greenslit, DVM, CVA

northsideanimalhospital.vetsuite.com
2121 North Sherman Avenue | Madison, WI 53704

Individualized preventative & wellness medicine

Internal medicine

Surgery & dental services

Laser therapy for pain

Prescription foods

Acupuncture & Chinese Herbal Medicine

HOURS
Mon, Wed, Fri: 7:30 am–5:30 pm

Tues & Thurs: 7:30 am–7 pm
Sat: 8 am–Noon
Closed Sundays

NEW HOURS!
Now open Tuesday & Thursday 7:30 am–7 pm to better serve our clients.

$39 Winter Maintenance Package*
Open 7am until 6pm M-F     l     2020 Aberg Ave     l     chetscarcare.com 

Stop in today at your 
family-owned, neighborhood 

auto shop for everyday low prices.
Call for an appointment today!

608-249-9887

Save money. Be ready. Drive happy!
It’s so nice to drive along and take in the crisp fall colors, but any 

Sconnie knows that it’s a short season. Chet’s Car Care Center makes 
it easy to prepare for the long months ahead. See our special offer.

• Basic oil & filter change     • Battery check     • 4 tire rotation
• Check fluid levels       • Note tire condition & adjust pressure

• Inspect belts, hoses, shocks, brakes and alignment
 Coupon expires January 31, 2015 * Most vehicles 
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North Side Artists 
Group Art Show
North Side Art-
ists Group art 
show at War-
ner	Park	Com-
munity	 Rec-
reation Center 
through	 Nov.	
14.	A	variety	of	
art	will	be	fea-
tured,	 includ-
ing	 watercolor	
and	 acrylic	 paintings;	 pencil,	 col-
ored	pencil	and	pen	drawings;	digi-
tal	photography;	etchings	and	mixed	
media	presentations.

VSA seeks visual 
artists with disabilities
VSAWisconsin, the state organiza-

tion	on	arts	and	disability,	is	accepting	
submissions	for	its	annual	Call	for	Art.	
Wisconsin	 residents	with	 disabilities,	
ages	5	and	above,	are	eligible	and	may	
submit	one	artwork.	The	deadline	for	
submissions	 is	 Feb.	 9,	 2015.	 Guide-
lines	 and	 a	 submission	 form	 can	 be	
found	at	http://vsawis.org/exhibitions.
Submissions	 will	 be	 reviewed	 by	

a	 jury	of	arts	professionals	who	look	
for	 creativity,	 originality	 and	 crafts-
manship.	The	top	10	selections	will	be	
added	 to	Creative	Power:	VSA	Wis-
consin’s	 Traveling	 Exhibition.	 Work	
from	all	artists	who	submit	to	the	2015	
Call	for	Art	will	be	on	view	from	April	
13‒May	 2,	 2015,	 at	 the	 VSA	 Wis-
consin	Gallery	in	Madison.	For	more 
information,	 call	 241-2131	 or	 email 
sandra@vsawis.org.

Pierce’s 
Northside 

Market 

Your friendly 
neighborhood 
grocery store.

Store Manager, Ryan Fearn

608-443-2540 
RogerStauter@StarkHomes.com 

Call Roger & Marilyn  
for a private showing!

BIG HOUSE, BIG LOT,  
BIG GARAGE

4 bedroom 2 bath 2,000 sq ft  
Cape Cod with 3-car garage.  
¾ acre lot boasts variety of 
trees and flowering bushes. 
Spacious living room with 

brick wood-burning fireplace. 
MLS#1719338

918 Northport Drive, Madison • $159,900

Roger & Marilyn  
Stauter

Realtors,® CRS, SRES

$30 OFF

Installation of a

New Water Heater

Purchased

from Fox Water

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1953

1017 N. Sherman Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

608.244.6215

www.foxwater.com

Ray T. Mayne, Owner

�

�

�

�

Fox Water Softeners

Water Heaters

Water Coolers

Nicolet Bottled Water

   

   Bottled Water Distributor)

(Fox is the Nicolet 5-Gallon

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 11/30/2014.

1017 N. Sherman Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

$30 OFF

Installation of a

Fox Water Softener

Reg. $100, now $70 with coupon.

Rental or Sale Unit

New Installs Only

Basic Installation

�

�

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 11/30/2014.

1017 N. Sherman Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

�

By Alexis London
The	 final	 days	 of	 the	 Warner	 Beach	

mural	 making	 sessions	 were	 full	 of	 ex-
citement.	The	 youth	 at	Kennedy	Heights	
Community	 Center	 brought	 their	 best	
each	 week,	 and	 designed	 and	 painted	 a	
total	of	13	mural	elements.	The	 two	Yel-
low	 Swallowtail	 butterflies	 and	Monarch	
butterfly	were	the	first	pieces	to	be	finished	
and	everyone	was	thrilled	with	the	results!	
Next,	came	the	birds,	including	the	Eastern	
Bluebird	and	the	Black	Capped	Chickadee.	
They	were	quickly	followed	by	the	Great	
Horned	Owl,	Purple	Coneflower,	Cattails	
and	two	dragonflies.	The	Brown	Eyed	Su-
san,	 Sandhill	 Crane	 and	 Common	Milk-
weed	 were	 last.	 All	 the	 pieces	 received	

final	TLC	from	community	members	who	
attended	two	public	painting	days	hosted	at	
the	Warner	Park	Beach	Shelter.
Installation	of	 the	project	 is	projected	

to	take	place	in	early	October.	Madison	
City	Parks	staff	will	lead	the	installation.	
To	 mark	 the	 project’s	 completion,	 The	
Northside	Planning	Council	is	planning	a	
free,	public	mural	unveiling	celebration	
on	Oct.	24	at	5	pm.
Thank	you	to	everyone	involved	in	this	

project;	from	the	youth	and	staff	at	Kenne-
dy	Heights	to	volunteers	at	the	community	
paint	days,	to	the	members	of	the	Northside	
Art and Design group, to the Madison Arts 
Commission	and	to	the	generous	folks	who	
provided	funding	through	Kickstarter.	

Mural celebrates local wildlife and native plants

Jerome Glenn with his painting, 
“Flying Hovercraft.” 

Lauri Lee

Your on-call idea and creative 
partner to provide what you 
need, only when you need it.

Specializing in marketing, 
advertising, publicity and
promotional materials 
for entrepreneurs, small 
businesses and nonprofits 

608.334.4969 
Lauri@communicationconcepts.me

Your 
Marketing 

Ink

COMMUNICATION
concepts

By Kathie Wagner, VSA Wisconsin
VSA	Wisconsin	and	the	Northside	Plan-

ning	Council	joined	forces	this	summer	to	
create	an	 inviting	outdoor	gathering	 space	
at	the	FEED	Kitchens,	just	across	the	park-
ing	lot	from	the	VSA	Wisconsin	Art	Center.	
Having	moved	to	the	NorthGate	Shopping	
Center	three	years	ago,	VSA	Wisconsin,	the	
state	organization	on	arts	and	disability,	wel-
comed	the	opportunity	to	become	involved	
in	a	 local	project	 that	would	highlight	 the	
creative	 talents	 of	 artists	 with	 disabilities	
and	 create	 a	 new	 neighborhood	 gathering	
space	for	the	Northside	community.
During	 a	 seven-week	 VSA	 Wisconsin	

Art	Center	class,	seven	adults	with	a	range	
of	 disabilities	 painted	 and	 embellished	 an	
accessible	picnic	table,	which	was	built	by	
women	 in	 the	 YWCA’s	 Construct-U	 job	
training	program,	and	 three	Aldo	Leopold	
style	benches	that	were	hand	crafted	by	lo-
cal	Boy	Scout	Ian	Murkve.
The	 value	 of	 this	 experience	 was	 not	

limited	 to	 the	creation	of	beautiful	works	
of	 art.	The	 process	 of	making	 the	 art	 re-
quired	 teamwork,	 communication	 and	
problem-solving	 among	 class	 members,	
who	worked	in	pairs	to	paint	the	benches.	
Under	 the	 direction	 of	 VSA	 Wisconsin	
teaching	 artist,	 Leslie	 Iwai,	 the	 partici-
pants	chose	the	colors	they	wanted	to	use,	
learned	to	respect	the	space	parameters	as-

Cooking up success with paint and brushesThank you!
Warner Beach Mural 
Kickstarter Backers

We’d like to thank the follow-
ing people for donating $25 or 
more to our recent Kickstarter 
campaign for the Warner Beach 
Mural. The mural would not be 
possible without their help.

Karen Darcy
Bob Paolino

Michael & Pamela Rewey
Kenneth Connor

Lydia Maurer
Nikolas London
Lesleigh Luttrell

Susan Fulks
Matt Meyer
Amy Westra

Jamie Gutkowski
Rev. Deb Phelps

Ruth Rohlich
Jean Espenshade

Marti Ryan
Karen Hickel

Thomas & Janet Sather
Independent Living

Cheng Vang

Diverse amateur artists leave mark on tarmac
On a sunny Saturday, Knutson Drive

neighbors	were	joined	by	other	Northsiders	
to	create	the	second	street	mural	in	the	city.
A	day	of	hard	work	and	 fun	 resulted	 in	

these	images	and	reflections	on	public	art:
“It	was	gratifying	to	see	the	high	turnout	

for	the	street	painting	…	It	was	also	a	genu-
ine	pleasure	to	have	an	artist	of	Sharon	Kil-
foy’s	caliber	help	head	up	the	project.”	
“I	will	have	the	painting	of	the	street	for-

ever	in	my	mind.	There	was	such	a	diverse	
crowd	of	people	that	came	together	to	help	

out.	It	is	so	uplifting	to	wake	up	and	look	out	
and	see	the	brightly	colored	sunflower	with	
the	two	cranes	in	the	center.”
“What	a	great	way	to	bring	the	commu-

nity	 together.	 I	 hope	 the	 project	 continues	
through	other	parts	of	the	city.”
“Whether	 it’s	 jumping	 from	 petal	 to	

petal	or	riding	a	Big	Wheel	down	the	stem	
for	a	long	and	winding	ride,	this	sunflow-
er	will	be	 forever	engraved	 in	 [our	chil-
dren’s]	minds	as	a	wonderful	part	of	their	
childhood	neighborhood.”

Artistic picnic table and the artists who painted it for the FEED outdoor gathering space.

signed to each of them, and communicated
with	one	another	to	create	an	aesthetically	
pleasing	design.	Each	participant	also	had	
the	opportunity	to	paint	images	of	food	and	
a	 place	 setting	 on	 the	 picnic	 table.	 They	
enjoyed	 working	 outdoors	 on	 the	 lovely	
summer	evenings	and	seeing	the	progres-
sion	each	week.	The	end	result	is	outdoor	
furniture	that	is	vibrant	and	engaging.
At	first,	Dallie,	who	has	limited	use	of	her	

hands,	could	paint	only	wide	arcs	of	color	
with	a	large	brush.	She	worked	hard	and	by	
week	five	was	able	to	use	a	smaller	brush	to	

paint	a	fork	and	knife	on	her	assigned	area	
of	the	picnic	table.	Amanda	was	very	excit-
ed	to	be	involved	in	this	project.	She	learned	
to	respect	boundaries	and	eagerly	developed	
new	brush	techniques.	Terry	usually	draws	
geometric	designs.	However,	when	it	came	
time	 to	 paint	 place	 settings	 on	 the	 picnic	
table,	he	drew	a	fork,	knife,	spoon,	cup	and	
a	“sunshine”	plate.
While	 the	 goal	 was	 to	 produce	 invit-

ing	works	of	art,	it	was	important	that	the	
painters	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 express	
themselves	 creatively	 without	 a	 lot	 of	
boundaries.	Denise	preferred	working	on	
the	 underside	 of	 the	 benches	 and	 table.	
She	didn’t	mind	getting	messy	and	 took	
great	pride	in	her	accomplishments.	Karla	
and	Melanie	worked	together	on	a	bench	
and	 their	 complimentary	 brush	 strokes	
created	a	beautiful	visual	 image.	Gary,	a	
leader	in	the	group,	quickly	caught	on	to	
the	concept,	design	and	end	product,	and	
led	the	class	with	his	ideas	and	humor.	Al-
ready	a	seasoned	artist,	Gary	stretched	his	
imagination	and	skills.
The	benches	and	table	are	now	installed	

on	the	FEED	patio,	adjacent	to	a	planter	box	
harboring	 squash,	 tomatoes,	 flowers	 and	
herbs.	This	lovely	outdoor	area	is	available	
to	 all	 visitors	 to	 the	 NorthGate	 Shopping	
Center	who	wish	to	take	a	moment	to	rest	
and	savor	the	smells	coming	from	the	Kitch-
ens.	Funding	for	the	project	was	through	a	
Neighborhood	Placemaking	Grant	from	the	
city	Department	of	Planning	and	Commu-
nity	and	Economic	Development,	donations	
from	Klein’s	Floral	and	volunteer	labor	by	
many	community	members.
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Sharon Kilfoy puts on finishing touches.
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Drawing by 
David Carpenter

Neighbors gathered at the beach to 
help paint the Warner Beach mural.
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Electrical needs? 
Call your neighborhood electrician!

No job too small!

Cross off your “honey-do” list!

 Service upgrades
 Panel changes
 Code violations
 Hot tubs
 Furnaces
 Ceiling fans
 Remodeling
 Kitchens
 Bathrooms
 Air conditioning
 Phone
 Cable TV
 Computer wiring

Mark Blankenship
State Certified Master Electrician, Licensed & Insured

cell 212.1552 office 249.3373
Northside resident for over 35 years

Free estimates

Senior citizen 
discounts

NORTHSIDE
ELECTRIC
Quality  Dependable

We Provide Flat
Screen TV
Installation.

Angie’s List
Super Service 
Award Winner

By Andrea with assistance from 
Char DeVos and Muriel Simms

On the first day at the marsh, we saw a 
damselfly and an asparagus plant. A deer 
left his trail on a tree. There were so many 
mosquitoes. The lake was beautiful; it had a 
lot of green stuff on it and a lot of seaweed. 
We learned that the horsetail plant was in the 
marsh in historic times. There was a tree tick 
foil, also called pea plant. We saw a weevil 
that digs holes in hickory nuts.

We spent the second day in our art room 
learning basic watercolor techniques to paint 
a tree in a landscape setting. We learned how 
to draw a horizon line, separating land and 
sky; how to draw a tree by outlining it and 
making branches with a water-based black 
marker and then wetting the edges with 
a brush creating a dark to light effect; and 
how to make the leaves using yellow, green 

By Nikita and Riley
The Cherokee 

Marsh is a beauti-
ful place to go if 
you like to relax, 
take walks and 
do art. There are 
many things to 
paint. The fourth 
and fifth graders 
from the Warner 
Park Kids Camp 
learned how to 

make art more realistic. For example, we 
learned how to draw a tree. We all thought 
we knew how to draw a tree, but when we 
got a piece of paper, we figured out that 
the way we drew a tree wasn’t the same 
way Ms. Char drew a tree. Ms. Char and 
Ms. Muriel also showed us with how to 
draw an awesome sky. 

The next Wednesday we went to Chero-
kee Marsh. There were a lot of bugs, but it 
was a great place to paint. Riley said she 
learned about a flower called the hemlock. 
If you touch it, you will get a rash. We 
learned that if you want to draw grass, do 
light, dark, light, dark. 

On the last day of art class, we made an 
art kit we can take anywhere anytime. The 
art kit has paints, a water container, a sponge 
and a brush. At home, Riley used her new 
art kit. She drew different colored dots and 
some scribbles. Her mom said it looked 
like a river under the stars. 

We read about the famous artist Andy 
Goldsworthy. We also saw a video about him. 

We loved going to Cherokee Marsh and 
doing art there. We had a lot of fun.

and blue-green paint. We had to figure out 
the right proportion of water to paint. After 
this session was over, Nikita said, “Before 
you helped me, I didn’t know how to draw a 
tree. Now, I feel more confident. I can’t wait 
until the next class!” 

We spent the third day at the marsh sitting 
on the aluminum platform below the look-
out tower. We learned how to pre-wet the 
paper with a sponge. To make the sky, we 
used light brush strokes with blue paint, cre-
ating a dark to light sky. While the sky area 
was still wet, we used a clean sponge to pull 
out color and, magically, clouds appeared 
on the paper. While the paper was still wet, 
we dropped yellow and green paint into the 
wet horizon line and, presto, trees appeared. 
While this wet-into-wet painting dried, we 
used old projector slides (a square hole in 
the center) to zoom in, focus, and then draw 

a plant, such as a horsetail, in detail. Natu-
ralist Amy Rupnow helped us recognize 
native plants versus non-native plants. After 
class, a few kids said, “I learned a lot to-
day“ (Adrian), “It’s fun to draw” (Michael), 
“It’s fun and I learned different things about 
plants” (Jaime), and “I’m impressed with 
my own art” (Andrea).

On the fourth day of art class, we walked 
to Hickory Island in the marsh to paint. On 
the way, Mehki informed Ms. Simms about 
the hemlock tree, which he had looked up 
on the Internet. After we settled down on 
the aluminum platform, we could clearly 
see trees in the background, water in the 
middle, and plants in the foreground. We 
proceeded to paint the landscape, review-
ing and applying what we had practiced on 
days two and three of the art class  

The fifth day was spent in our classroom 
at Warner Park working on fixing and redo-
ing our work. After that, we made “Artoid” 
kits, which we decorated with patterned 
paper. The kits contain a palette, squirts of 
four watercolor paints, a brush, a sponge 
and a small container for water. We took 
the kits home to continue our en plaine 
aire (open air) painting experience. Fi-
nally, we looked at books and saw a video 
on the works of artist and naturalist Andy 
Goldworthy, who creates beautiful art-
work from nature. View his work at www.
YouTube.com/watch?v=B4jV87O_cMI or 
type in Andy Goldsworthy.

Ms. Char matted 10 pieces work, 
which were hung at Warner Park. The 
Art-Marsh Project was a successful ex-
periment that gave us a grand experience 
in Cherokee Marsh.

MSCR Kids Kamp students reflect on Cherokee art marsh project

Andrea’s tree painting
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Participants in MSCR’s Kids Kamp at Warner Park interperet the marsh with watercolor. 

Best Customer 
Service in Town
Open every day of the year
9 am-Midnight
609 N. Sherman Ave.
244-4147

Everyday!
Buy 6 bottles of 

liquor/wine 750 ml 
or larger get 10% OFF

Vic Pierce Wine & Liquor  •  609 N. Sherman Ave.  •  Madison, WI  •  244-4147
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Try our new Italian Beef Sandwich and our Meatball Sandwich
(homemade meatballs). Gluten Free pizzas also available.

608-204-2723

Falbo Bros. Pizzeria    •    1207 N. Sherman Ave.    •    204-2723    •    www.falbobrospizza.com

Buy
2 pizzas,
get one
FREE

of equal or
lesser value

Not valid with any other coupon
Expiration 11/30/14

Not valid with any other coupon
Expiration 11/30/14

$6 OFF
the

purchase
of any

2 X-large
pizzas

Not valid with any other coupon
Expiration 11/30/14

$2 OFF
ANY

PIZZA

Computers, networks, 
printers and peripherals.
Repair and maintenance.

[MICRO-TECHNIX]
Don’t Despair, We Repair! 

ComputerHelpForLess.com

235-0485 Mon.–Fri.
9 am—6 pm

Providing service to the Madison  
Metro area for 20 years.  
Thank you for your business. 

Renee Simousek
A+, Net+, CCNA Certified

microtechnix@tds.net

No trip fee for Northsiders

Hire the expert. 
Dependable, low cost service. 

Pop up ads? Slow PC? 
Ready to upgrade or replace? 

We can fix that.

Call 
today!

10% off
Labor

Need advice from 
a tech expert? 

By Wendy Murkve
Cub Scout Pack 127 held its 2014 New 

Scout Night Sept. 8 at the Sherman Avenue 
United Methodist Church. We welcomed 
several new scouts to the pack and wel-
comed experienced scouts to the brand new 
scouting year.

Scouts made bagel birdfeeders and learned 
about why scouting is a great activity. We 
have a year full of fun activities planned, in-
cluding the annual Halloween Party in Oc-
tober, put on by Boy Scout Troop 127, and 
the Pinewood Derby race in January. For 
the race, boys get to design and assist in the 
building of their own cars. There will also be 
opportunities for service in the community. 

We have a great leadership team of par-
ents and friends of scouting that meet at 
least once a month to plan and improve 
upon all of our activities to give your scout 
the best experiences possible. The pack has 
many wonderfully diverse families who 
are	actively	involved	and	reflect	 the	entire	
Northside community.

Pack 127 meets Monday evenings at 6:30 
pm at the Sherman Avenue United Method-
ist Church, 3705 N. Sherman Ave. We are 
grateful for their sponsorship of our pack. 
Cub	Scouting	is	for	all	boys	in	first	through	
fifth	grades.	We	are	open,	inclusive	and	wel-
coming to all boys and their families. You 
can	find	us	on	Facebook	at	www.facebook.
com/cubpack127 and on the web at https://
sites.google.com/site/pack127madison.

If you have any questions about Cub 
Scouts or would like to join us, please call 
Scoutmaster Justin Sargent at 220-2342.

Youths dig in to second year program
By Kathryn Howard

Gardens for Empowerment (G4E) had 
a second successful year in Brentwood. 
While getting off to a late start, in mid-
June youth began working at the commu-
nity garden plots on Monterey Drive. Two 
landlords have worked with G4E in allow-
ing us to utilize most of the backyard space 
to create community gardens. 

G4E employs youth for the summer 
while teaching them about gardening. 
UW-Extension for Dane County provides 
assistance by offering manpower, educa-
tional assistance and plants. Funding is 
generously provided by CUNA Mutual 
Foundation and several Brentwood home-
owners and landlords. 

G4E made a difference in the lives of 

the youth this summer. 
The community enjoys 
knowing that the food 
grown in the gardens is 
for them and that youth 
from the community 
assisted in providing 
it. Several families 
grew closer together 
as they helped out with 
the gardens, and they 
look forward to fu-
ture events to continue 
building community. 

For more infor-
mation or to get in-
volved, contact Kate 
Howard at 443-9509.

By Tim Podolske
On August 26, approximately 20 fami-

lies attended an open house for Navigators 
USA Chapter 79 at Sherman Avenue Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Chapter 79 is a new 
local alternative scouting program that is 
open	to	all	boys	and	girls	ages	7‒18.	This	
alternative to Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts is an inclusive, coed, secular 
youth program that promotes service proj-
ect	work,	physical	fitness,	citizenship	and	
love of the outdoors. 

We meet weekly in small groups to learn 
new skills by exploring our world, cel-
ebrate our achievements with family and 
friends at monthly potlucks, and partici-
pate in family camping and group hiking 

trips, all the while celebrating what nature 
has to offer. We also perform service proj-
ects,	including	food	drives	to	benefit	area	
food pantries and outdoor service work.

Chapter 79 has a great leadership team 
comprised of parents and adults that meets 
every	other	month	to	plan,	lead,	reflect	and	
improve upon these activities. The chapter 
has wonderfully diverse families actively 
involved,	reflecting	Madison’s	vibrant	East	
and Northside communities. Our leader-
ship team is committed to providing a safe 
and caring program.

Navigators USA was founded more than 
a decade ago in New York City by a group 
of former Boy Scout leaders in response to 
the discriminatory membership policies of 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

We adhere to the Navigators Moral 
Compass, “As a Navigator, I promise 
to do my best to create a world free of 
prejudice and ignorance, to treat people 
of every race, creed, lifestyle and ability 
with dignity and respect, to strengthen my 
body and improve my mind to reach my 
full potential, to protect our planet and 
preserve our freedom.”

Meetings are held Tuesday evenings 
at Sherman Avenue United Method-
ist Church, 3705 N. Sherman Ave., from 
September through May. For more in-
formation, contact us at navigatorsusa.
madison@gmail.com,	find	us	on	Facebook	
at https://www.facebook.com/Madison 
Navigators, or visit Navigators USA at 
http://navigatorsusa.org.

Announcing a new chapter of Navigators USA

Gardens for Empowerment members build community while 
they build gardens.

611 North Sherman Ave. in Lakewood Plaza
608.663.5500 • www.mannacafe.com

Open 6 AM Weekdays • 7 AM Weekends

k Dine in  
or take out

k Nightly 
specials

k Wisconsin 
craft brews

k Wine and 
special coffee 
drinks

Dinner Dilemma Solved
An evening at Manna

Serving dinner Tues. - Sat. 5 pm–9 pm
Breakfast/lunch or brunch seven days a week

Dinner Dilemma Solved
An evening at Manna
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Cub Scouts 
want you
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BUY 1 GET 1  
FREE
Any 2 Scoop Sundae

Shown: 2-Scoop Turtle Sundae
Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. Not valid with any other offer.  Value 1/200 cent.  

Limit one coupon per person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants. Expires 12/15/2014.  033-04/13

Culver’s of Northport 
1325 Northport Drive
Madison, WI 53704
(608) 242-7731

Lamers Bus Lines is accepting applications for 
several part-time mini coach shuttle bus 

drivers and for school bus route and 
field trip drivers.

• Complete training provided
• 401K/Profit sharing
• Earn safety and attendance bonuses
• Competitive wages

Must be 21 years or older with a good driving 
record and able to pass a company paid  
physical, drug screen and background check. 

AppLy in person:
Lamers Bus Lines

217 Raemisch Rd., Waunakee
8:30 am–4 pm

608-850-5253 Dial Ext. 12211 and ask for Jeremy

www.GoLamers.com
EOE/AA Employer

LED BULB 
SALE! 

Thru Oct. while supplies last

LED BULB
SALE!

Thru Oct. while supplies last 

 

LED BULB
SALE!

Thru Oct. while supplies last 

By Cynthia Chin
East High Math Department

East High School is home to a diverse 
and exciting group of young people. They 
have come to East from a wide variety of 
family, ethnic and national backgrounds 
to pursue their education and prepare for 
adulthood. They will study languages, art, 
literature, history, mathematics and sci-
ence, as well as develop career and life 
skills in areas as diverse as nursing and 
fashion. Many fi nd their studies to be chal-
lenging. Please come and meet our stu-
dents; you can help them reach their goals.

Do you like to read, write, garden or 
sew? Do you enjoy math, science, his-
tory or literature? Do you speak Spanish, 
French, Hmong, Arabic, Japanese or Man-
darin? Do you want to meet some great 
young people? Then we want to meet you.

Volunteers are needed in all subject ar-
eas, all day and after school. Check out 
these opportunities. Unless otherwise 
noted, placements are possible Monday 
through Friday. Most volunteers come one 
or two days a week.

Ninth grade academic support: As-
sist students adjusting to the demands 
of core academic subjects — math, bi-
ology, U.S. history and English9. Assist 
with content as well as general study 
skills. Contact Tom Kanies, 204-1748, 
tkanies@madison.k12.wi.us.

Literacy instruction: Assist students 
below grade level in reading to make 
gains and adjust to demands of subject-
area reading and writing. This systematic 

reading intervention is supervised by an 
on-site specialist. Contact Mary Luteyn, 
204-1543, mluteyn@madison.k12.wi.us.

Mathematics tutor: Assist individuals 
or small groups in the classroom with tasks 
presented by the teacher. Placements are 
available in tutorial sessions and in math-
ematics classes throughout the day. Con-
tact Cynthia Chin, 204-1603 ext. 41534, 
chin@madison.k12.wi.us.

Life skills math tutor: Assist students 
who need help with fundamentals of math-
ematics and also learning to use numbers 
and measurements in a real-world context. 
Contact Darcy Bean, 217-721-2292, de-
bean@madison.k12.wi.us.

Student athlete math and science 
help: Assist tenth and eleventh-grade stu-
dents in geometry, algebra2, chemistry or 
physics, Wednesdays from 2:45‒3:45 pm. 
This is a select group of motivated athletes 
with limited afterschool time. Academic 
and athletic department staff is on hand to 
supervise. We are seeking male applicants 
only at this time. Contact Mike OrRico, 
Project LEAD, 204-1667, morrico@madi-
son.k12.wi.us.

After school homework clubs: Tu-
toring help in all subjects is needed, with 
math and science in high demand, from 
3:45‒5:30 pm. Contact Cynthia Chin, 204-
1603 ext. 41534, cchin@madison.k12.
wi.us. For tutoring plus recreation clubs/
fi eld trips, contact Tauri Robinson, 204-
1752, ltrobinson@madison.k12.wi.us.

Japanese, Mandarin Chinese and Ar-
abic language tutor: Native/experienced 
speakers are needed to tutor small groups 
or individuals in beginning conversation, 
reading and grammar. We also welcome 
conversations about affi liated cultures, 
in English. Contact Claudine Clark, 204-
1802, cclark@madison.k12.wi.us.

Advanced French and Spanish lan-
guage tutor: Native/experienced speakers 
are needed to practice conversation with 
advanced students. Contact Claudine Clark, 
204-1802, cclark@madison.k12.wi.us.

ELL social studies tutor: Provide 
in-class assistance for English language 
learners who need help comprehending 
basic texts on culture, history and geogra-
phy. The class meets daily at noon during 
the fall. Contact Amy Piaskowski, 204-
1809, apiaskowski@madison.k12.wi.us.

ELL academic tutor: Help students im-
prove their writing, math or science skills. 
Assist in fi nding and reading sources, writing 
and revising papers, and homework comple-
tion. Help is needed afternoons daily. Contact 
Amy Piaskowski, 204-1809, apiaskowski@
madison.k12.wi.us.

Sewing support: Assist with basic op-
eration of sewing machines, reading pat-
terns and independent projects. Help is 
needed 9‒10:15 am, September‒Decem-
ber. Contact Dottie Winger, 234-7788, 
dwinger@madison.k12.wi.us.

Basic chemistry classroom aide: 

Students need help with concepts, lab 
procedures and assignments, plus en-
couragement to persist in learning sci-
ence. Please bring enthusiasm, patience 
and knowledge of introductory chem-
istry (structure of the atom, writing 
equations). Contact Patricia Wathen, 
pwathen@madison.k12.wi.us.

Urban agriculture aide: Assist stu-
dents in a hands-on science course fo-
cused on growing and harvesting veg-
etables, fl owers and tropical plants in 
greenhouse or outdoor settings. We meet 
12:45‒1:45 pm daily. Contact Erin Parker, 
204-1539, esparker@madison.k12.wi.us.

World history tutor: Provide in-class 
assistance and encouragement for small 
groups and/or individuals to critically an-
alyze world history sources, then organize 
and support personal thoughts in writing. 
Contact John May, 204-1817, jmay@
madison.k12.wi.us.

East High School is located at 2222 E. 
Washington Ave., between Fourth and Fifth 
Streets, on city bus routes 4, 5 or 6. On-street 
parking is available within one or two blocks 
of the school. Note: Board of Education poli-
cy requires all persons working directly with 
students to complete a form authorizing a 
basic background check, the results of which 
may limit placement opportunities.

Check for updates at www.
volunteeryourtime.org, keywords 
“Madison East High School,” or con-
tact Cynthia Chin, 204-1603 ext. 41534, 
cchin@madison.k12.wi.us.

Volunteer opportunities at East High School

Visit us online today!
www.CountrysideMontessoriPreschool.com

Countryside Montessori Preschool • 721 Northport Drive • 608-244-5433

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Oct. 5, 2014

10 am–1 pm
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Recreation programs for all ages. 
204-3000 or www.mscr.org 

for more information.

MSCR Fall  Programs
Arts & Enrichment • Dance

Adventure • Boating 
Canoe Trips

Afterschool Programs
Basketball • Volleyball

Adult Fitness • 50+ Fitness
Preschool Programs • Soccer 
Adaptive Sports • Swimming

Check out our classes at 
Warner Park Community 

Recreation Center. 

608.204.3000www.mscr.orgwww.mscr.orgwww.mscr.org
Información en español-página 48- Fee Waivers Available

By Liz Merfeld
Madison Metropolitan School District

The Northside’s very own Samuel 
Gompers Elementary School was fea-
tured in Madison Metropolitan School 
District’s “Annual Report on the MMSD 
Strategic Framework,” published in July. 
Of the district’s 48 schools, Gompers was 
one of four highlighted in the publication 
for remarkable student gains in reading 
and math over the 2013–14 school year.

Principal Sarah Chaja credited Gom-
pers’ School Improvement Plan (SIP), 
developed with input from teachers, 
families and community members, for 
contributing to students’ success. “Our 
accomplishments have been a result of 
our sustained focus [last] year,” Chaja 
shared. “We knew from the beginning 
the specifi c things that we wanted to 
work on, and our teachers, our profes-
sional development, our leadership 
team and all of our work really centered 
around what we set out to do in our 
School Improvement Plan — and we 
didn’t diverge from that.”

As a result, Gompers recorded an 
overall 9 percent gain in student read-
ing profi ciency and a 19 percent gain in 
reading growth. African-American stu-
dents gained 9 percent in reading profi -
ciency and an extraordinary 45 percent 
in reading growth. These achievements 
secured Gompers’ spot as a “leading in-
dicator” of what the district hopes to see 
in all schools.

One of our key beliefs as a district 
is that schools are the driving force of 
change; they can best determine what 
strategies will raise achievement and 

close opportunity gaps for their students. 
Because of this, beginning last school 
year, Superintendent Jennifer Cheatham 
tasked schools with developing and im-
proving their own unique SIP annually. 
Quarterly check-ins are also built into 
the protocol.

A school’s SIP must defi ne how the 
school will work on meeting specifi c, 
research-based expectations in fi ve main 
areas: effective school-based leadership, 
student achievement, high quality in-
structional practice, high quality profes-
sional learning and family and commu-
nity engagement. 

In addition to student achievement, 
Gompers was recognized for its work 
in the last category — improving fam-
ily engagement — for surveying families 
about what they needed from the school 
and then delivering. Based on feedback 
from the survey, Gompers made changes 
in three areas: implementing a schoolwide 
homework policy, writing grants to secure 
an after-school program for the current 
school year, and focusing on communica-
tion with families in this year’s SIP. 

SIPs for the 2014–15 school year have 
now been published online at www.
mmsd.org/sip. Our hope is that parents 
will not only read their school’s SIP, but 
become active participants in its contin-
ued refi nement. Only by being informed 
can we demand the best education for 
our children. 

Ask your principal how you can get 
involved in your school’s SIP. To read 
MMSD’s Strategic Framework, visit 
www.mmsd.org or pick up a copy in 
your school offi ce. 

Gompers gets good grades for 
student improvement

Gomper’s school improvement plan is raising hands. 

By Melissa E. McGraw
Great Lakes Higher Education Corporation & Affi liates

One year after developing a success-
ful partnership with Black Hawk Middle 
School through the Foundation for Mad-
ison’s Public Schools Adopt-A-School 
program, Great Lakes Higher Education 
Corporation & Affi liates has also adopt-
ed Gompers Elementary School.

“Principals Sean Storch and Sarah 
Chaja have expressed both the oppor-
tunities and challenges their students 
face,” said Amy Kerwin, Vice President 
of Community Investments at Great 
Lakes. “It’s clear that our two neighbor-
hood schools share more than a building; 
they share basic needs for the tools and 
resources that will help students learn 
and be successful. Our employees are 
ready to meet that challenge.”

A school supplies drive this August 
was the fi rst opportunity for Great Lakes 
to expand its support to both schools and 
benefi t students from 4K to eighth grade. 
Employees really got behind the drive, col-
lecting more than three times the company 
goal, for  a total of 8,219 supplies to start 
the school year off right. Supplies were de-
livered during an open house at Gompers, 
a fun and festive event. Great Lakes em-
ployees saw fi rsthand the enthusiasm and 
gratitude for the success of their collection.

“We are very fortunate to be adopted by 
Great Lakes,” said Principal Chaja. “They 
looked at the list of what we wanted and 
what we needed to be ready for school. 
We are thrilled with this level of support.”

Teachers and staff are also benefi ting 
from the Great Lakes partnership. Black 
Hawk recently refurbished its main of-
fi ce, classrooms, teachers’ lounge and 
library with 125 pieces of retired offi ce 
furniture from Great Lakes. Principal 
Storch said this donation fi ts perfectly 
with the school improvement plan to 
make Black Hawk a more welcoming 
environment, and puts them a year ahead 
in redecorating.

“When people come in and see this 
new furniture, it is clear that Great 
Lakes cares about Black Hawk and 
how the school is perceived,” Principal 
Storch said.

Desk chairs and a sectional sofa offer 
comfortable seating in the main offi ce, 
teachers’ lounge and classrooms, which 
also received replacement book shelves 
and fi ling cabinets. Librarian Jason An-
derson is “over the moon” about the new 
performance space created in the Library 
Media Center. “A library is not a ware-
house for books. It’s a place to gather,” 
he said. “We are excited about the new 
possibilities for our students, thanks to 
Great Lakes.”

Kristi Looze, coordinator of the em-
ployee giving program, Great Lakes 
Gives, said, “Great Lakes is pleased to 
partner with the talented and dedicated 
educators at Black Hawk and Gompers 
to make a real difference for students in 
our community. We look forward to dis-
covering new ways to help as our part-
nership evolves.”

Partnership expands to meet 
needs at two Northside schools

Owner Appreciation

October 17th - 19th

Owner Appreciation

October 17th - 19th
Owner only sales, live music, free samples, prizes and more!

See willystreet.coop for details

Willy West: 6825 University Ave., Middleton • (608) 284-7800

Willy East: 1221 Williamson St., Madison • (608) 251-6776

Open 7:30 am- 9:30pm daily • www.willystreet.coop

Not an Owner? Join for as little as $10 for the first year, or a one-time payment of $58.

Great sofas for great rooms  
                 starting at $998! 

Accessories and furniture sale ends November 30, 2014.  
Does not include previous purchases.

Complimentary design service at our showroom insures the perfect combination. Stop in and be inspired!
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