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$30 OFF

Installation of a

New Water Heater

Purchased

from Fox Water

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1953

2190 Pennsylvania Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

608.244.6215

www.foxwater.com

Ray T. Mayne, Owner

�

�
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�

Fox Water Softeners

Water Heaters

Water Coolers

Nicolet Bottled Water

   

   Bottled Water Distributor)

(Fox is the Nicolet 5-Gallon

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 7/31/2015.

1017 N. Sherman Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

$30 OFF

Installation of a

Fox Water Softener

Reg. $100, now $70 with coupon.

Rental or Sale Unit

New Installs Only

Basic Installation

�

�

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 7/31/2015.

1017 N. Sherman Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

�

By Fiona Stoner 
Northside Farmers Market

In our fast-paced world full of digital 
distractions, it’s vital to seek out the plac-
es where we continue to develop and ex-
perience community on a person-to-per-
son level. The Northside Farmers Market 
is a great place to experience community 
on many levels: talking to vendors, ask-
ing questions about how they produce the 
food you are about to purchase, trying a 
new item you didn’t know you could eat 
(such as the flowers from squash plants, 
which make a colorful sauté) and experi-
encing a sense of place by investing your 
time and money in local products. 

We provide a covered dining area so you 
can enjoy savory tamales, delicious baked 
goods or a refreshing fruit smoothie. The 
atmosphere is relaxed and unhurried; you 

can enjoy music and conversation while the 
children have fun with the sidewalk chalk.

Supporting the market means you are 
supporting food security for your neigh-
bors. From June through October 2014, 
vendors at the Northside Farmers Mar-
ket donated 7,781.5 pounds of produce 
to The River Food Pantry. Additional 
produce was donated to Lakeview Pan-
try. None of this would be possible if we 
didn’t have dedicated customers invest-
ing in the local food network each week.

You have an opportunity to show your 
continued support by joining us Sunday, 
June 7, for the Fifth Annual River Food 
Pantry benefit breakfast from 9 am‒12 
pm. Read about this delicious event in 
the article above.

More excitement is in store at the 
Northside Market. On June 14 we wel-

come Them Travelin’ Birds from Oak-
land, Calif. Cassandra and Tracy play a 
“neo jug/punkgrass” style of music that 
will get you dancing. They are touring 
the country visiting markets as they go. 
Get a preview of their music on their 
website (www.themtravelinbirds.com).

Make Music Madison comes to the 
Northside Farmers Market June 21. We 
will start Father’s Day and the Summer 
Solstice with Gleewud String Quartet 
from 10‒11:00 am, and then welcome 
the Shabazz High School Fiddle Class 
from 11:30 am‒12:30 pm. Dads, stop 
by the information booth for your Fa-
ther’s Day appreciation gift (while 
supplies last).

Your market needs you. Volunteers 
play a vital role in keeping the market 
going each week. We need a crew of two 

to four people to set up the tents, tables 
and chairs that create our weekly com-
munity space; we need people to sign up 
for shifts at the information booth; and 
we need a crew for clean up at the end 
of the day. If you are interested in volun-
teering, contact Nahrissa Rush at nahris-
sarush@gmail.com or 446-5929.

The Northside Farmers Market hap-
pens every Sunday, 8:30 am–12:30 
pm, from May 3 through October at 
the Northside TownCenter, across from 
Warner Park. Our location makes it easy 
to get to by walking, bus, bicycle or car, 
with plenty of parking available.

Sign up for our newsletter (http://
northsidefarmersmarket.org/) or find us 
on Facebook (www.facebook.com/Mad-
isonNFM) to join our page and receive 
updates as the season progresses.

By Amy Lord 
The River Food Pantry

The River Food Pantry will hold its 
Fifth Annual Summertime Benefit Brunch 
at the Northside Farmers Market Sunday, 
June 7, from 9 am‒12 pm. Enjoy a classic 
breakfast of pancakes, eggs, bacon, juice 
and coffee. Breakfast-goers will enjoy 
music from local folk artist, Skip Jones. 
All proceeds will help The River provide 
food for hungry families in Dane County.

In addition to breakfast and live music, 
market-goers can shop for fresh, locally 
grown produce, organic food, meat and 
eggs available from the many vendors at 

the Northside Farmers Market.
The River Food Pantry’s food costs are 

up by 50 percent over last year. Funds 
raised at the Summertime Benefit Brunch 
will help The River with its greatest chal-
lenge: getting enough food to distribute to 
the growing numbers of people seeking 
assistance. The increasing cost of food, 
the scarcity of low-cost and free food from 
partner food banks, and increased demand 
have made assistance more costly to pro-
vide. The River has met this challenge by 
buying food wholesale.

With every $10 the event raises, The 
River will be able to provide $100 worth 

of food to its client families. The River is 
Dane County’s busiest food pantry, offer-
ing free groceries, meals, and clothing to 
individuals and families in Dane County. 
The River serves 600 families each week, 
distributing more than 37,000 pounds of 
food. In 2014 29,000 households were 
served, 26,000 meals were provided, and 
$2.9 million worth of food was distributed. 

The Northside Farmers Market is lo-
cated at the Northside TownCenter (on the 
corner of Northport Drive and North Sher-
man Avenue). In case of bad weather, the 
brunch will be held at The River Food Pan-
try, 2201 Darwin Rd., Madison.

Mid-morning meal makes money for food pantry

Community finds roots at Northside Farmers Market

Volunteers help serve at the Summer-
time Benefit Brunch at the Northside 
Farmers Market.
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NORTHSIDE FARMERS MARKET
Every Sunday 8:30 am-12:30 pm

June 7 • Summertime Benefi t Brunch
Benefi ting River Food Pantry

June 13 • Them Travelinʼ Birds
Acoustic duo

June 20 • Make Music Madison & Fatherʼs Day
Music plus a Fatherʼs Day gift while supplies last

Northside TownCenter
On the corner of Northport Drive & North Sherman Avenue - Across from Warner Park

EBT/Foodshare cards & WIC/Senior Vouchers Accepted

NorthsideFarmersMarket.org    I    Visit us on Facebook
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Earth Day
By Eliana Monat

On Earth Day Mr. Vang nominated 
Mantas and me to walk in front of the 
whole school and hold up a big banner 
that said, “Lake View for Earth Day.” 
It was a short walk to Warner Park. I 
saw my dad and mom parking their car 
when we were walking into the park.

Mantas and I stood next to the Global 
Youth Service teens, who were holding 
up a banner of their own, and talked 
about the importance of youth chang-
ing the world. Then we had some 
speakers, including recycling king, 
George Dreckmann, Rep. Melissa Sar-
gent, and Mayor Soglin’s assistant, Ka-
tie Crawley. Then we had heard from 
some poets. I was one of them. Elyse 
and I were last; we read our rhyming 
poem about recycling that I had writ-
ten. Then the Green Team helped the 
first	graders	plant	a	tree.	

Next we ate lunch on a spot right 
next to the pond. After lunch we got 
a recycling bag and biodegradable 
garbage bag and gloves. We split into 
groups and started to pick up trash. We 
found a lot of cigarettes in the area we 
were assigned. We got a short break 
and then got back to work. Once we 
were done picking up trash, we crossed 
a little stream and threw our bags in the 
colossal trash bin. We set the bag with 
recycling next to the bin. Most of what 
we collected could be recycled. Earth 
Day this year was amazing!

Earth Day Reflection 
By Mantas

I was chosen, along with Eliana, to 
carry the Lake View banner/sign at the 
front of the school line as we started 
our walk to Warner Park. The police 
helped us cross Northport.

We got to Warner Park and did the 
ceremony with the special guests, 
then we ate lunch. Then we walked to 
our class cleanup site and broke into 
groups and started picking up trash. 
We found everything from cigar pack-
ages to Cheetos bags. We got back to 
our meeting place and headed back to 
our school.

We all started the walk back to 
school. This time Eliana and I got to be 
at the back of the line with our peers.

We got to school and had Popsicles. 
We also helped the man from Easter 
Seals load up his truck with our bags 
of clothes from our Earth Day clothing 
drive. We held a clothing drive to raise 
money	 to	 plant	 a	 fifth-grade	 legacy	
burr oak tree at school.

Poem for Earth Day
By Jaylen, Grade 1
Lake View Elementary School
Each day clean the world
All don’t make a mess
Recycle old stuff to make new stuff
Teach the garbage a lesson by throwing 
it away
Hug a tree

Poem for Earth Day
By Xanthe, Grade 1
Lake View Elementary School
You can feel the bright green grass
You	can	see	the	butterflies
You	can	smell	the	beautiful	flowers
You can hear the birds chirping
Spring!
I love the Earth.

Winter Is Over 
By Oumar, Grade 5
Lake View Elementary School
The tree is growing up and making leaves
Summer is coming
Bees are making honey
And the cows
Are making milk
And winter is over
No more snow and 
No more ice-skating
I do not like snow anymore
Too cold
I feel great!

By Paul Noeldner
What’s that racket out the window? 

With	 April	 showers,	 bright	 May	 flow-
ers bloom into the warm days of June, 
and the Northside is alive with nature’s 
spring symphony. 

An Eastern Meadowlark whistles a lilt-
ing tune in the Warner Park meadow, the 
first	seen	here	in	at	least	30	years.	Red-
headed woodpeckers are back drumming 
the rhythm of nature in Cherokee Marsh. 
Aptly named Chorus frogs strum in the 
Hartmeyer wetland pond by North Sher-
man Avenue, accompanied by the sleepy 
twittering of bluebirds nesting in a box 
under the big oaks behind Oscar Meyer. 
And in every Northside neighborhood 
and yard the rollicking songs of robins, 
the	 pure	 fluting	 of	 bright	 black	 and	 or-
ange orioles, and the cooing of mourning 
doves in love welcome the earlier sun-
rise each day and say good night to the 
lingering dusk. Even ancient sturgeons 
in Lake Mendota sing like birds when 
they are on their spawning grounds, ac-
cording to a UW professor specializing 
in natural acoustics. This is the music of 
the spheres — the harmony of nature — 

close to home. See http://enature.com for 
online bird and frog calls. 

By leaving ample natural areas and 
keeping large trees in our parks and 
neighborhoods, we not only provide 
habitat for these wonderful songsters, 
we create sheltered soundscapes that 
bring these musicians to our doorsteps. 
Lots of trees and bushes also help reduce 
the stressful decibel levels and constant 
background	noise	of	traffic	(70	decibels)	
and	gas	lawn	mowers	(90	decibels)	that	
we’ve come to take for granted.

The decibel scale is logarithmic, mean-
ing each increase of 10 decibels approxi-
mately doubles the loudness. If you know 
someone with a smartphone, ask them 
to load a sound level app such as Sound 
Meter. Then take a walk and watch the 
decibel	levels	drop	from	the	70s	and	80s	
on a busy street to 50s and 40s in neigh-
borhoods and sheltered nooks with lots of 
trees, bushes and birds. This combination 
of a quiet place and beautiful bird songs 
has been documented to affect our sense 
of well-being and our health, as well as 
neighborhood character and livability. We 
all help create the world we live in. 

Groups working on plans for parks and 
the UW campus are talking about the im-
portance of natural landscapes and nature 
nooks for sound as well as other nature rec-
reation and education values. If you want 
to help create a quieter place with more 
bird	song,	help	plant	more	native	flowers,	
bushes and trees and encourage use of a 
push	or	electric	mower	(which	at	50	deci-
bels	is	16	times	quieter	than	a	gas	mower).	
Urban nature has many values. The music 
of the spheres is an important one.

Get involved in nature recreation and 
education on the Northside. See the cal-
endar of events in the Northside News. 

Songs of spring through 
Northside trails and tales

am
biance muzik25+ years experience

Accepting new students
Adults welcome!

Marianne 608-249-5444
ambiancemuzik@gmail.com

Piano Studio

www.pianostudiomarianne.com

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

All phases of home remodeling & repair

 ● Additions ● Siding ● Roofi ng ● Garages
 ● Kitchens ● Windows ● Flooring ● Decks & More

Barlow Builders, Inc. proudly supports The River Food Pantry.
Please help those in need. www.riverfoodpantry.org

Thursday
October 14
6-9 pm
At The River
Food Pantry

Tickets available at 
www.riverfoodpantry.org
Proceeds go directly to feeding hungry families.

Celebrating a season
of abundance to
benefit those who
don’t have enough.

Fully insured & licensed • Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE
www.barlowbuildersinc.com

Care is in the name...

Now serving two communities:

fosterfuneralhomes.com • info@fosterfuneralhomes.com

2109 Luann Lane
Madison, WI 53713

1650 E. Huebbe Parkway
Beloit, WI 53511

608.661.3678

Bryan Foster
President/Licensed 
Funeral Director

A. Dawn Adams
Licensed Funeral 
Director/Manager

Kevin Young
Apprentice

Kasey Parker
Apprentice

42
27
78
8

Veteran
Owned

608.368.8143

Earth-inspired reflections bloom

2015 Supper Dates
4-6 pm • WPCRC

May 31
August 30

November 29
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By Nelson Eisman 
Friends of Lake View Hill Park

A lot has been happening and is 
about to happen at the park. The old 
water tower, which is still standing, 
was supposed to come down in April, 
but the State Historical Society wanted 
additional documentation due to the 
tower’s historical significance. The 
demolition of the nurses’ dormitory is 
still in engineering. Care will be taken 
to preserve some of the original materi-
als. The brick is the same as that used 
on the main building and it is no longer 
available, so some brick will be saved 
for future repairs on the main building.

The tunnel between the main build-
ing and the dorm will be repurposed 
as an artificial bat cave. The immedi-
ate future for bats looks grim due to 
white nose syndrome. The tunnels can 
be easily cleaned and may hold out 
hope for future bats. We appreciate 
that Dane County is willing to develop 
this environment for bats.

For its annual Love Madison 
event, 36 members of Blackhawk 
Church spread wildflower seeds in 

the park. These seeds are collected 
by school children at county parks, 
supervised by County Naturalist 
Wayne Pauly. Every year our park 
receives several thousand dollars 
worth of native wildflower seeds 
from this county program.

Teenagers from the Dane County 
Neighborhood Intervention Program 
have been busy pulling garlic mustard 
in the park. Throughout the year these 
volunteers are busy helping us stack 
brush, collect seeds, chip the trails and 
remove invasive plants. Their help is 
much appreciated.

We look forward to working again 
with the Operation Fresh Start Conserva-
tion Corps. Last year this county program 
provided funding for corps members 
to remove buckthorn in the park. This 
year they will be removing some of the 
downed trees to make room for flowers.

Coming soon we will have pet waste 
bags and receptacles at the kiosks.

Anyone interested in volunteering 
can visit our Facebook page or web-
site. We also have brochures in the ki-
osks at the park.

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL:
(608) 630-TREE (8733) or (608) 225-4302

Pruning

Removals

Consulting

Shrub care

Storm damage

Landscape 
maintenance

Certified Arborist
Over 20 Years 
Experience

Call NOW 
for Emerald 
Ash Borer 
inspection 

& treatment

5niness.coom

WE ARE MADISON’S

SERVICE PROVIDER

{ }CLOUD
PREMIERE

Need a hand with your house?

Remodeling    l Repairs    l Consultations

Isthmus HandymanIsthmus Handyman

� Bath, Kitchen, & Basement Updates
� Faucets, Sinks, Toilets, Bath Fans 
� Ceiling Fans, Lights, Garbage Disposals
� Painting, Trim, Drywall Repairs
� Shelving, Closets & General Carpentry
� Window & Door Repairs & Replacement
� Screen Porches, Sheds, Chicken Coops

“Your Small Job Specialists since 1994”

Call your Northside handyman!

Northside News --  October/Nov 2012

334-5890   timc-handyman@sbcglobal.net

Help with
Just About
Anything on
Your To-Do

List!

Happenings on the Hill By Dan Tortorice
In Wisconsin we live in a continental 

and temperate climate. In other words, 
it’s really cold in winter and hot in sum-
mer. That adds up to two seasons where 
we must take action in order to stay com-
fortable in our homes.

The summer cooling season involves 
some of the same decisions as winter, 
with a few more choices. We can sim-
ply choose to not use air conditioning 
or use it as little as possible to save 
energy and money. A typical mid-effi-
ciency central air unit will cost about 
$150 in operating expense per season. 
By comparison, a whole house fan, 
which removes hot air from the house 
without cooling or removing humidity, 
costs about $25 per season.

There are some good reasons to use 
air conditioning — it helps us get a good 
night’s sleep and can protect us from pol-
len and other allergens — but we need 
to use it responsibly. Those really hot 
summer days put the greatest strain on 
electrical supply systems.

When choosing a central air system, 
it’s important to look for the Seasonal 
Energy Efficiency Rating (SEER). A 
higher rating means less energy usage. 
The current minimum SEER rating is 
13, with Energy Star models having a 
rating of at least 14. As with all appli-
ances, Energy Star models are the best 
choice. It’s also important to get the 
proper size unit for your home. If the 
unit is too large, it will cost more to op-
erate and will cool your house without 
removing humidity. A central cooling 

system should have air returns mounted 
near the ceiling. During the summer 
months, the air returns mounted near 
the floor should be sealed off using 
magnetic covers. When switching back 
to heat for the winter, the position of the 
magnetic covers is reversed.

With a room air conditioner, you 
should measure the square footage of 
the area you want to cool and purchase 
the properly-sized model for that area. 
Square footage is figured by multiply-
ing the length of a room by its width. It’s 
also important to seal the gaps around 
your unit to keep hot air from entering.

MGE recommends setting a central 
air system at 78 degrees when the house 
is occupied and 85 degrees when not at 
home. A programmable thermostat is 
really valuable when using central air. 
You can have the unit come on shortly 
before returning home. The next gen-
eration of thermostats will connect to 
your smartphone so you can control it 
from anywhere.

As usual there are a number of com-
mon sense ideas to save energy during 
the summer months. Keep windows cov-
ered and closed during the hottest part 
of the day. Use exhaust fans to remove 
steamy air from the bathroom and kitch-
en. Try to cook outside on the grill or 
use the microwave oven to generate less 
heat inside. Wash laundry in cold water 
and hang clothes outside to dry. Turn off 
lights and the TV when not in use. Re-
place old light bulbs with LED models. 

For more information, visit www.mge.
com/saving-energy.

Be smart when staying cool

Lunch Specials
Monday

Pulled pork sandwich with fries

Tuesday
Walleye sandwich with chips and coleslaw

Wednesday
Nueske’s bacon cheeseburger with fries

Thursday
Cuban pulled pork sandwich with fries

Friday
2 piece Fish Fry (served until 2 pm) 

We also serve perch, walleye and shrimp 
(Ask server for price) 

Lunch specials are served 
11 am–2 pm daily

Call ahead for orders to go
244-9627

Chico’s Villa Tap   •   2302 Packers Ave.   •   Madison, WI   •   244-9627

3rd Annual 
Villa Tap Golf Outing 

at Bridges Golf Course

Sunday, Aug. 23 at 10 am
Sign up for teams at Villa Tap by Aug. 10

Northside News
Your community newspaper for 20 years and counting ...
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By Jennica Skoug & Ginny Hughes

Students visiting Troy Gardens this 
summer will fi nd themselves among 
fragrant blossoming fruit trees, as 
they return to the dozens of saplings 
they planted last year as part of the 
Schoolyard Orchard Project. The proj-
ect — which resulted in the planting 
of 50 fruit and nut trees in Community 
GroundWorks Troy Kids Garden — 
was made possible by an anonymous 
donor through the Madison Commu-
nity Foundation.

These trees will produce delicious fruit 
for years to come. The fruit will be eaten 
eagerly by the children who participate 
in Community GroundWorks youth pro-
grams. And like the rest of the edible 
landscape at Troy Gardens found in the 
open areas outside the community gar-
dens and farm, the fruit and nuts from 
these trees will be free for any visitor 

to sample. The 
trees them-
selves will pro-
vide a living 
laboratory for 
hands-on les-
sons in science, 
a g r i c u l t u r e , 
history, shared 
resource man-
agement and 
other subjects. 

The School-
yard Orchard 
Project was 
so successful 
that an addi-
tional donation 
through the Madison Community Foun-
dation has come forward. This donation 
will enable Community GroundWorks to 
plant 50 more fruit and nut trees at Troy 

Gardens this spring, and even more at its 
Goodman Youth Farm near Kennedy El-
ementary School.

We hope you’ll join us in celebrating 

our new fruit trees, and all of our youth 
programs, Aug. 8 at the Goodman 
Youth Farm’s Community Day, 5017 
Sudbury Way, Madison. This event will 
take place from 3‒6 pm and is open to 
students, parents, teachers, neighbors 
and anyone in between. Take a tour, 
learn to identify fruit trees by name, 
snack on farm-fresh veggies, meet our 
bees or ride our bike blender. We’ll 
have outdoor games and farm activi-
ties for all ages. Newcomers will have 
a chance to learn about our programs, 
while returning students and volun-
teers will get to celebrate and show off 
their hard work. To sign up, visit www.
communitygroundworks.org/what-we-
do/youth-grow-local/east-high-youth-
farm#Community_Day or contact 
Jennica Skoug at jennica@community-
groundworks.org.

Troy Kids Garden plants trees of tomorrow

A staff member helps students plant an espaliered apple tree.

Willy West: 6825 University Ave., Middleton • (608) 284-7800

Willy East: 1221 Williamson St., Madison • (608) 251-6776

Open 7:30am - 9:30pm daily • www.willystreet.coop

Fire Up!
Great BBQ’s start at Willy 
Street Co-op’s full-service 
Meat Department. Organic 
chicken, 100% Local pork, 
and local grass-fed beef, all 
cut to order. 

Plus watch for our Meat Sale                                  
Thursday deals!

Fresh, local, organic. Yours!   Join for as little as $10 for the first 
year, or a one-time payment of $58.

Saturday, June 27

Noon til 4pm at Troy Gardens

A “gentle festival”— family fun at the gardens
Live music • Kids’ games & activities

Free Gazpacho (yummy chilled vegetable soup)
Free toasted giant pretzels

FREE ICE CREAM CONES while they last!

a special

event!

Join the family & friends 
of Pat Woicek 

for a special tribute 
on the land at 3pm

Call the Experts at Blair for:
• Spring Cleanup & Mulching
• Landscape Renovations, Patios and Planting
• Mowing and Pruning 
• Purple Cow Compost – Bulk and Bagged

608-255-1920
www.blairlandscape.com

By Marge Pitts
Community GroundWorks 

Community GroundWorks is bring-
ing back Savor the Summer to Troy 
Gardens on Saturday, June 27 from 
noon-4pm.

This is a free, family festival, open 
to everyone.  Enjoy a healthful cup of 
chilled gazpacho, with a giant soft Es-
sen Haus pretzel toasted in our new out-
door pizza oven in Troy Kids’ Garden. 

After that, line up for a Chocolate Shop-
pe ice cream cone and settle in for some 
good fun.  All food is free, while it lasts. 

We’ll have an assortment of kids’ 
activities, including an arts table spon-
sored by Artterro, plus family yoga and 
other games to get you and the kids 
moving. The group Mami Wata per-
forms West African drum music at 1:45, 
followed by a community conversation 
at 2:30, when we’ll talk about exciting 

environmental projects we’re working 
on at CGW and Troy Gardens. After 
looking to the future, at 3:00 we’ll cast 
a fond look to our past, honoring one of 
the founding mothers of so many posi-
tive Northside projects, Pat Woicek, 
who passed away last winter. Another 
short set of joyful music, and maybe 
another pass through the ice cream line 
if there’s any left, and that’s how we Sa-
vor the Summer at Troy Gardens!

A Gentle Festival Returns – Savor the Summer at Troy Gardens
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Herb Classes
Offered at Olbrich Botanical Gardens

3330 Atwood Avenue

Designing a Culinary Herb Garden
Thursday, June 4 6:30–8:30 pm
Register by May 28 e Course Number 21-02

Herbal Tea Scoop : From the Garden to the Teacup
Thursday, June 11 6–8:30 pm
Register by June 4 e Course Number 21-03

From the Herb Garden to the Dinner Plate
Sunday, June 14 1:30–4:30 pm
Register by June 4 e  Course Number 21-04

Register online:
www.cityofmadison.com/olbrich/vsiwebtrac.html

   Lauri Lee
           334-4969
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Devin Sargent led the construction of a 
walkway at Lake View Elementary as part 
of his Eagle Scout project.

By Wally Meyer
On the weekend of April 18‒19, two 

young men organized and led groups of 
volunteers in performing projects that ben-
efited our Northside community. Both are 
scouts from Troop 127, and they coordi-
nated service projects that will help them 
earn Eagle Scout awards. In addition to the 
camping and merit badges, scouts are re-
quired to organize and lead a service proj-
ect benefiting an organization other than 
the Boy Scouts.

Andre Hermes led a group of volunteers 
who enlarged the community garden at 
Blackhawk Middle School. Andre’s project 
created eight additional garden spots span-
ning 26 by 84 feet. See story to the left for 
more details.

Devin Sargent led his group in creating a 
walkway up the steep hill next to Lakeview 

Elementary School. The 120-foot walkway 
eliminated the muddy trail formerly used 
by students to explore the woods near the 
school. See page 19 for more details.

The Eagle service project is an important 
element on the trail toward Eagle Scout. It 
demands planning, acquiring needed materi-
als and coordinating volunteers. The projects 
average 30‒100 hours of service to the com-
munity. It is estimated that only 4 percent of 
the young men who join the Boy Scouts earn 
the Eagle Scout award.

Some recent projects performed by our 
scouts include: creating Aldo Leopold 
benches for Governor Nelson State Park 
(Aaron Miller); display stands for the Red-
dan Soccer Park (John Martin); collection 
boxes for old and torn U.S. flags (Kalven 
Butcher); collecting worn U.S. flags and 
burning them at the VFW (Branden Kruse); 
handicapped-accessible garden tables at 
Lindbergh Elementary School (Bryce Mey-
er) and the Packers Avenue mobile home 
park (Bryce Kinney); building and installing 
benches at the Blackhawk Community Gar-
den (Gage Krueger); creating and installing 
compost bins and a water collection system 
for Lindbergh Elementary School (Tanner 
Weinman); creating benches and a compost 
system for FEED Kitchens (Ian Murkve); 
and rebuilding an observation deck at the 
Aldo Leopold Center (John Sullivan).

If your son would like to go camping and 
hiking and help with service projects that 
benefit the community, why not join the Boy 
Scout program? Contact Scoutmaster Paul 
Hughes at psusparks@gmail.com. Maybe 
your son is the next Eagle Scout.

608-244-1822   •   2702 Shopko Drive Madison WI 53704   •   golfthebridges.com

www.benvenutos.com
1849 Northport Drive • Madison, WI • 241-1144

Open everyday 11 am-10 pm • Fri & Sat bar open until 11 pm • Locally owned and operated

All your favorites in a lunch size
for a lunch price!

Scout projects transform Northside
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Scout serves school and gardeners
By Sue Simon

With the populari-
ty of community gar-
dening on the rise, 
Black Hawk-Gom-
pers Community 
Garden was anxious 
to expand the num-
ber of plots in order 
to shorten its wait-
ing list. The major-
ity of gardeners are 
retirees, so manual 
labor required was 
formidable. Justin 
Sargent, a gardener 
and a scoutmaster, 
had an idea. He offered the project to an 
Eagle Scout candidate as his service work, 
and the wish became a reality in a few 
short months.

Andre Hermes was the Boy Scout who 
volunteered his services for this project 
last November. Andre is a freshman at 
West High School and a member of Troop 
127, sponsored by St. Peter Catholic 
Church. Andre planned the layout of the 
plots, estimated the materials and man-
power needed, and campaigned for busi-
ness discounts.

Jerry Tollefson, a former school princi-
pal, and his wife Nancy, a teacher at Gom-
pers in 2010 when the garden was estab-
lished, now own Quality Garden Tilling. 
They provided a generous discount on 
plowing the area. Marling Lumber dis-
counted landscape timbers, and Keleny 
Top Soil of Verona donated all the topsoil. 

The City of Madison delivered free wood 
chips, and Plumber’s Union #75 installed 
underground water works for the cost of 
materials. The donations cut the estimated 
cost of the project in half. The amazing 
generosity of these area businesses is 
heartwarming.

Equally amazing was the workforce of 30 
Boy Scouts, leaders, parents, family mem-
bers and friends that Andre recruited and 
supervised. In one short week, a grassy area 
was converted to eight new garden plots 
— with wood dividers, mulched paths and 
fences — ready for the eager new gardeners 
who have already rented them.

Andre gave gifts that keep on giving: 
the joy of gardening, the financial savings  
and health benefits of homegrown organic 
foods, and the pleasure of sharing the gar-
dening experience with other adults and 
school children.

Andre Hermes oversees the expansion of Blackhawk-
Gompers Community Garden for his Eagle Scout project.
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Electrical needs? 
Call your neighborhood electrician!

No job too small!

Cross off your “honey-do” list!

 Service upgrades
 Panel changes
 Code violations
 Hot tubs
 Furnaces
 Ceiling fans
 Remodeling
 Kitchens
 Bathrooms
 Air conditioning
 Phone
 Cable TV
 Computer wiring

Mark Blankenship
State Certified Master Electrician, Licensed & Insured

cell 212.1552 office 249.3373
Northside resident for over 35 years

Free estimates

Senior citizen 
discounts

NORTHSIDE
ELECTRIC
Quality  Dependable

We Provide Flat
Screen TV
Installation.

Angie’s List
Super Service 
Award Winner

C.O.U.P.O.N

Take $5 off
your $20 purchase

Coupon Terms: 
Cannot be combined with 
other coupons/sale offers

Expires May 30, 2015

Be sure to check out our 
great furniture selection!

Call 268-0793 for possible pick up of your 
large item furniture donations

Mon–Fri 9–7 • Sat 9–5

NorthGate Shopping Center 
(Sherman and Aberg)

– C•O•U•P•O•N –
Take $5 Off
Your $20 Purchase

Coupon Terms:
Cannot be combined with  
other coupons/sale offers

Expires July 31, 2015

Check out what’s new!
• Horstmann Computers & peripheral items

• Frequent shopper punch cards
Check out our great furniture selection!

NorthGate Shopping Center
At Sherman and Aberg 

M–F 9 am–7 pm • Sat 9 am–5 pm
Call 268-0793 for possible pick up  

of large furniture donations

By Justin Sargent & Wendy Murkve
Boys entering first through fifth grades 

learn by doing in Cub Scouts. They are 
taught to tie knots, cook meals on camp-
fires and backpacking stoves, participate in 
conservation projects, construct boats and 
rockets, sleep in a submarine, build bird-
houses, and go nature hiking and camping. 
An annual favorite is building and racing 
Pinewood Derby cars. They even learn to 
safely shoot a bow and arrow. 

Scouts of Cub Scout Pack 127 just cel-
ebrated the end of the school year with a 
family picnic and handmade boat race at 
Tenney Park. It was a remarkable oppor-
tunity to see the happiness, excitement, 
character development, new skills and 
growing confidence that the scout pro-
gram is helping the boys achieve.

During the summer, we don’t meet 
weekly. Instead, we concentrate on ad-
ditional events and opportunities for our 
scouts, their siblings and families. It’s a 
perfect time for families considering the 
scouting adventure to join the fun.

In June, our oldest scouts will camp 
with Boy Scout Troop 127 at Yellow-
stone Lake State Park. The entire pack 
plans to attend Scout Night at the Mal-
lards and visit the zoo. And look for us at 
the Northside’s second annual Indepen-
dence Day Parade June 27.

In July, we’ll see Madison from the 
water on a pontoon boat ride on Lakes 
Monona and Mendota. And perhaps we’ll 
attend another Mallards game.

In August, we’ll spend an afternoon at 
the new splash pad at Reindahl Park and 
enjoy our annual ice cream party.

We’ll  also camp on the lawn of the Sher-
man Avenue United Methodist Church. 
Feel free to stop and say hello and learn 
more about all the fun things we do. 

This fall we will officially kick-off our 
school year program. We will meet Mon-
day nights for fun and adventure.

Many of our neighbors 
across the Northside were 
involved with scouting in 
their youth. While the Cub 
Scout program retains those 
elements that are both fun 
and crucial to youth devel-
opment, it is also undergo-
ing some exciting updates. 
Perhaps the most excit-
ing program change is a 
strengthening of the focus 
of Cub Scout participation 
in activities. 

Pack 127 is inclusive and 
strongly believes in the val-
ue of scouting and that the 
Cub Scout program should 

be available to all boys entering first 
through fifth grade. If you know a boy 
who wants adventure, contact Cubmaster 
Justin Sargent at 220-2342 or Commit-
tee Chair Wendy Murkve at 513-7815. 
You can also check us out on Facebook 
at Cub Scout Pack 127 and see photos of 
our adventures and fun activities. 

Scouting adventures abound this summer

Pierce’s 
Northside 

Market 

Your friendly 
neighborhood 
grocery store.

Store Manager, Ryan Fearn

Drowning
Debt ?in

Richard Zeddun & Brenda Zeddun
Husband and wife attorney team
More than 30 years combined experience

2801 International Lane, Ste. 205
Near Dane County Regional Airport

Need to stop a 
foreclosure, repossession, 
lawsuit or garnishment? 

Law Advisors, S.C.
Providing high quality and personalized representation in a family atmosphere

Contact us today!
Toll Free:  866-235-7100
Phone:     608-242-9700

info@chooselawadvisors.com
www.chooselawadvisors.com

Reasonable fees, flexible payment plans 
and a free initial consultation to get the 

debt relief you deserve. Both bankruptcy 
and non-bankruptcy options available.

*By Act of Congress, Law Advisors, S.C. is a debt relief agency.  We assist people in filing for Bankruptcy under the Federal Bankruptcy Code.*

The Northside’s own bird and nature educator, Paul 
Noeldner, gave a presentation and shared ‘Coyote 
in a Box’ at April’s Pack Party.

NSN receives Good Turn Award
The Northside News was honored 

to receive the Good Turn Award from 
the Boyscouts of America Yahara 
District. Wally Meyer nominated us, 
saying “It’s refreshing to see and read 
about good deeds [by young people] 
that would normally go unrecog-
nized. Thank you again for publish-
ing our stories.” The Northside News 
is proud to support our scouts.
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Licensed CNAs and experienced 
caregivers assist seniors so they can stay 

in their home as long as they can and want.

For seniors over 50 and those with emotional 
disabilities, dementia and Alzheimers. 

Call for a free consultation. 

www.cairasucare.com
(608) 622-7015 D
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Feeling off ?

Do you want art in your coffee?
By David Carpenter 
Northside Artists Group

From June 1‒July 31, more than a 
dozen artists from the Northside Art-
ists Group (NSAG) will present their 
artwork at the Coffee Gallerie, located 
at 1865 Northport Dr. in the Northside 
TownCenter. The show will feature 
drawings, paintings, photographs and 
more. Most of the art is for sale from the 
artists. Prices vary. 

NSAG is a growing association of near-

ly 50 artists who live, work or volunteer 
on Madison’s Northside. NSAG presents 
two to four shows each year in locations 
on the Northside. Shows are generally in-
troduced in the Northside News. 

NSAG wishes to express its apprecia-
tion to the Coffee Gallerie for annually 
sponsoring a show of our art. It is a friend-
ly, neighborhood meeting place with tasty 
food, great coffee and comfortable sur-
roundings. Come for a visit and help us 
celebrate our own Northside.

By Megan Maguire

Who says Madison Northside residents 
aren’t creative and original? Not Alexis 
London, and not the Sherman Neighbor-
hood. And soon, anyone in the city can 
see for themselves. A recent grant from 
the City of Madison Neighborhood Grant 
Program, spearheaded by Alexis, will al-
low Sherman Neighborhood residents, 
and a few outside the neighborhood, to 
express their creativity for all to see.

The Sherman Neighborhood Associa-
tion intends to use art making to develop 
and enhance connectedness among the 
residents of the neighborhood. Through 
the creation of outdoor artworks, neighbors 
will come together for conversation, inspi-
ration and collaboration. Joining together 
to participate in a fun, accessible creative 
project that beautifies the neighborhood 
will increase neighborhood participation, 
pride and investment in the streets and 
sidewalks neighborhood residents share.

Sherman Neighborhood residents have 
the opportunity to participate in free, pro-
fessional, artist-led, art making workshops. 
The resulting art pieces will be installed in 
the makers’ front yards. The workshops 

will take place this summer. Up to three 
two-part workshops will be offered, with 
8‒10 households participating in each 
workshop. The result could be 25 highly-
visible and publicly enjoyed works of art 
installed by the end of the summer.

Sherman Neighborhood is bounded by 
Northport Drive, North Sherman Avenue, 
Fordem Avenue and Packers Avenue. (Visit 
www.cityofmadison.com/neighborhoods/
profile/81.html for a map of neighborhood 
boundaries.) All residents within the Sher-
man Neighborhood are welcome to apply 
for one of the workshops. To apply, contact 
Alexis London (lexirue@gmail.com). Regis-
tration begins in early June. Space is limited. 

If you cannot participate but want to 
see the art that’s created, never fear. In 
late summer, we’ll host a neighborhood-
wide party that includes a walking tour of 
the art pieces. More information will be 
posted on the Sherman Neighborhood As-
sociation website (www.shermanneigh-
borhood.org) as well as other city infor-
mation sites. Residents will decide how 
long the installations remain in place. 

If you live in the Sherman Neighbor-
hood, think about letting your arty side 
out this summer.

Yard art is just around the corner 
in Sherman neighborhood

VSA engages the entire 
Northside community

By Kathie Wagner
VSA Wisconsin

Explore the creative arts: register for
VSA Wisconsin Art Center classes

Adults ages 16 and up, with and 
without disabilities, can explore the 
creative arts through classes and work-
shops in visual art, movement and 
dance, drama and music. The one hour 
classes run from 6–7 pm and are taught 
by professional teaching artists. Join us 
for ceramics, photography, drumming, 
dancing and more. Pick a night and 
sign up. The summer session begins 
July 6 and runs through Aug 27. Online 
registration begins June 8. Visit http://
vsawis.org/programs/vsa_art_center/
program_information.

Exploring art at 
Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center

VSA Wisconsin has formed a new 
partnership with Mendota Juvenile 
Treatment Center (MJTC) to use the 
visual arts to help develop better com-
munication, collaboration and teamwork 
between students and staff. MJTC is a 
secure correctional facility located on the 
grounds of the Mendota Mental Health 
Institute and serves the mental health 
needs of male adolescents transferred 
from Division of Juvenile Corrections 
institutions.

VSA Wisconsin teaching artist Leslie 
Iwai is leading the 30-hour artist resi-
dency, which will result in a mural that 
will be installed at the facility. During 
the residency workshops, students will 
use familiar objects, materials and tools 
in new ways to create a collaborative 
mural to enhance the facility. Paint, air 
dry clay, various writing instruments 
and a typewriter are among the materi-
als to be used. In addition to creating 
a work of art that will instill pride and 
ownership in their surroundings, the 
students will celebrate their individu-
ality while building confidence and re-
spect for one another.

Mike Krewson explores different ways 
to work with clay.
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The Great St. Bernard Pass by Ron Baeseman.

David Groesbeck poses with a coiled 
pot he made in a ceramics class

Teaching artist Edie Baran hands Pam 
Slaught another hand instrument to 
play in a music class.

Donna Tosh works on her 3-D painting.

RYAN T. FRANK

ATTORNEY

RYAN FRANK LAW OFFICES

1802 Vahlen Street
Madison, WI 53704

608.467.3193
608.819.6929 fax

rtflawinc@gmail.com
RYANFRANKLAW.COM

RYAN FRANK LAW OFFICES 
SERVING SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL WISCONSIN

CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

PERSONAL INJURY CRIMINAL/TRAFFIC DEFENSE
EMPLOYMENT LANDLORD/TENANT

CIVIL RIGHTS   AND LITIGATION

Join your neighbors for “Sunday Supper”
4-6 pm at Warner Park Center 

2015 Supper Dates: May 31, August 30, November 29
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Visit us online today!
www.CountrysideMontessoriPreschool.com

Countryside Montessori Preschool   •   721 Northport Drive • 608-244-5433

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday July 12
10 a.m.–1 p.m.

A few spaces remain for this 
coming 2015–16 school year 

IT’S ALL ABOUT REALATIONSHIPS 

Mandrake Road Church of Christ 

“Real Faith with Real People” 

Sundays Starting at 9:00 AM 

4301 Mandrake Rd, Madison 

More Info: Mandrake-church.org 

Want to be more than just a face in the 
crowd? 

Are you or your family looking for new 
friendships?  

Do you have an active relationship with 
Jesus? 

REAL 
Friendships 
ARE forming 

now 

1213 N. Sherman Ave
MADISON, WI 53704
608 663-9090
store3613@theupsstore.com

Hours:
Mon-Thur     8:30 am - 7:00 pm
Fri               8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat              9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Copyright © 2012 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.   C42E315852  04.12

GET READY FOR A WINNING COMBINATION.
Mailboxes • Packing & Shipping • Printing

Check out everything
we do at The UPS Store®.
We offer services that
make life easier and help
keep businesses running
smoothly.

By Kate Howard
The Brentwood Gardens for Empow-

erment (G4E) is off to a great start this 
spring. You can see in these pictures how 
rich our soil is looking after we were able 
to purchase 13 cubic yards of purple cow 
compost and rototill it into the soil. Thank 
you to Doug Van Horn, with the Madison 
Optimist Club, for volunteering your time 
and equipment to do this for us. 

One improvement this spring is hav-
ing youth involved from the start by 
getting the soil ready for planting. They 
are putting in community service hours 
during the spring in order to be part of 
the employment program, which starts 
in	mid-June.	The	first	weekend	 in	May	
they helped plant early crops, including 

lettuce and snap peas. 
Brentwood G4E is part of the 2015 

Kid’s Garden Network. The horticulture 
vocational training courses of Oakhill 
Correctional Institution offer an incred-
ible selection of edible and ornamental 
seedlings to support community groups 
that have youth as their primary stake-
holders. Oakhill supports gardens and 
programs that create opportunities for 
Dane County neighborhood youth to 
grow in connection and relationship 
to their communities and the earth. We 
picked up our plants the week of May 11 
and had a planting day May 16. 

If you have questions or would like 
more information about Brentwood 
G4E, contact Kate Howard at 443-9509.

Spring brings Brentwood Gardens

Fund continues McPike’s Legacy
By Steven Potter

A group of Madison East alumni recent-
ly created the Milton McPike Memorial 
Scholarship Fund to honor the legacy of the 
high school principal who worked tireless-
ly for more than two decades to create an 
atmosphere where every student felt con-
nected and supported. Their goal is to not 
only provide scholarship awards for East 
graduates heading off to college but to also 
mentor the students to ensure they succeed, 
in order to build on McPike’s sense of the 
greater	 community	 that	 benefits	 not	 only	
the students but the entire City of Madison.

“Our hope is to continue Milt’s legacy by 
mentoring graduates and providing the same 
sense of community that we enjoyed during 
our years at East,” said Craig Karlen, one 
of the scholarship fund volunteer organiz-
ers. “We’ll be working with the East High 
Scholarship Committee to support promis-
ing	graduates	who	can	benefit	from	financial	
support and a mentor. Mentoring is one of 
the most critical factors that can affect a col-
lege student’s success, and our alumni are 
committed to helping these students make it 
to	the	finish	line	of	college	graduation.”

The Milton McPike Memorial Schol-
arship Fund will begin offering renew-
able scholarships in 2016 for East High 
graduates headed to two- and four-year 

colleges in Wisconsin. To make this hap-
pen,	 scholarship	 organizers	 aim	 to	 first	
reach	 the	 financial	milestone	 of	 raising	
$10,000 in order to make the fund per-
manently endowed through the Founda-
tion for Madison’s Public Schools.

“So far, we’ve raised over $6,000, but 
we need more support,” said Erin Peschel, 
another volunteer organizer. “Our long-
term goal is to raise $100,000 by the end 
of 2018. And if we do that, we’ll be able 
to offer a new, renewable $1,000 scholar-
ship every year, in perpetuity.”

To kick their efforts into high gear, the 
scholarship	organizers	are	hosting	an	offi-
cial launch event Sunday, July 12, 11 am at 
The Edgewater. The Kick-Off Brunch will 
include great music, food and company as 
we celebrate McPike and all he did for East 
High School. The event will include speak-
ers whose lives were impacted by McPike, 
including current Board of Education 
Member Michael Flores and others. Ad-
vance tickets are required for this brunch.

For more information, to buy brunch 
tickets and to donate, visit the group’s 
website at www.mcpikescholarship.org. 
And if you would like to get involved, you 
can send an email to mcpikescholarship@
gmail.com or visit our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/mcpikescholarship.

The Madison Metropolitan School 
District (MMSD) Summer Food Pro-
gram provides free meals during sum-
mer vacation. During the school year, 
MMSD serves children who qualify for 
free or reduced price meals due to low 
household income. The summer program 
offers children nutritious meals when 
school is not in session. Children can 
eat	free,	Monday‒Friday,	June	22‒Aug.	
14. MMSD offers breakfast, lunch and 
snack; meals vary by location. There is 
no meal service Friday, July 3.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) funds the Summer Food Pro-
gram and the State of Wisconsin adminis-
ters the school meal service. All children 
18 years of age and under can receive up 
to two free meals per site. Sites qualify if 
the school in the attendance area has more 
than 50 percent free and reduced lunch 
enrollment, or if more than 50 percent of 
the children participating at the site quali-
fy for free or reduced price meals.

Parents/guardians do not need to ap-
ply. Meals and serving times vary by 

site and are subject to change. On the 
Northside, the Summer Food Program 
is available at these sites:
•	 Summer school sites (breakfast and 

lunch) — Lake View Elementary, 
Gompers Elementary, Black Hawk 
Middle School and East High School

•	 Community summer school sites 
(breakfast and lunch) — Lindbergh 
Elementary

•	 MSCR Safe Haven Child Care (lunch 
and snack) — Emerson Elementary

•	 MSCR Middle School Program (lunch 
and snack) — Sherman Middle School

•	 MSCR camps and parks (meals vary 
per site) — Warner Park Kids Kamp 

•	 Apartments/Community Centers (meals 
vary per site) — East Madison Com-
munity Center, Kennedy Heights Com-
munity Center, Lighthouse, Northport 
Apartments, Packers Apartments and 
Vera Ct Apartments
Contact Iris Tirado at itirado@madison.

k12.wi.us or 204-4007 or Steve Youngbau-
er at syoungbauer@madison.k12.wi.us or 
204-4000 for more information.

MMSD summer food program 
offers free meals for children

G4E participants enjoy the enriched soil and early plantings in their garden plot.
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Celebrating  
30 Years as a  

Northside Neighbor 
1985-2015

2401 International Lane
community.mygreatlakes.org
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here is an injustice everywhere

Call for a free initial consultation

1837 Aberg Ave. • Madison
westmont@westmontlaw.net

608.244.9494

Estate Planning and Probate • Family Law 
Elder Law • Criminal Defense • Juvenile Law

By Melissa McGraw 
Great Lakes Higher Education 

Guaranty Corporation
The revitalized outdoor space first en-

visioned in 2010 by Gompers Elemen-
tary and Black Hawk Middle School par-
ents is finally a reality. A new playground 
is now located on the grounds behind 
both schools and can be enjoyed by all 
Northside children.

A one-day build May 9 drew nearly 
200 volunteers who worked so hard 
that the entire playground was built be-
fore they stopped to eat lunch. The new 
equipment is a top-of-the-line design by 
Gerber Leisure Products Inc. It replaced 
an outdated playground that was re-
moved by Madison Metropolitan School 
District (MMSD).

The neighborhood improvement proj-
ect was made possible with a $68,000 
donation from Great Lakes Higher Edu-
cation Corporation & Affiliates in No-
vember 2014 — the final amount needed 
to purchase the equipment. Employees 
had given generously to their annual 
United Way campaign, and the big check 
was a company match to benefit Great 
Lakes’ adopted schools.

“The new playground provides a posi-
tive outlet for play so students can return 
to the classroom with a renewed focus on 
learning,” said Amy Kerwin, Vice Presi-
dent of Community Investments at Great 
Lakes. “We are pleased to join forces 
with other donors and volunteers to sup-
port our neighborhood schools.”

Vogel Bros. Building Co. contributed 
nearly $20,000 through an in-kind dona-
tion of equipment and labor to prepare 
the grounds. MMSD provided landscap-
ing. Other donors included Green Bay 
Packers Foundation, North City Baptist 
Church in Sun Prairie, Northside Fund 
and Foundation for Madison’s Public 
Schools. A ribbon cutting ceremony May 
15 officially opened the new playground.

The Parent Teacher Organizations of 
Gompers and Black Hawk founded the 
Growing Together Initiative to enhance 
the outdoor environment through a five-
phase improvement plan. To date, more 
than $150,000 has been raised. A school 
and community garden was installed in 
2011, a small playground was built in 
front of Gompers in 2012, and now the 
large back playground is complete. The 
remaining phases include construction of 
a fitness track and upgrades to the ath-
letic fields.

“Growing Together is inspired by our 
partnerships with Great Lakes and other 
like-minded organizations in the pursuit 
of enhancing outdoor play space and cre-
ating community connections,” said Co-
Chair Renae Huffman. “We are so grate-
ful for their generosity and commitment 
to supporting our schools.”

Northside volunteers gave a day 
so kids can play

MSCR sponsors summer fun for all
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Volunteers made quick work of assembling the components of the Growing 
Together playground.

By Nicole Graper 
MSCR

Pontoon Boat Rides
Drop-in rides take place June 2‒

Sept. 30. The cost is $5 per person. 
Rides depart from the Tenney Boat 
Pier, 1615 Sherman Ave. on Tuesdays 
(Monona only) and Thursdays. Trips 
run 5:30‒7 pm and 7:15‒8:45 pm dur-
ing June, July and August. In Septem-
ber, only the 5:30-7 pm trip runs. Ad-
ditional pontoon rides are available, go 
to www.mscr.org or call 204-4581.

Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of 
the Americans With Disabilities Act 
with a free pontoon boat ride June 14, 
July 19 or Aug 16. All ages are wel-
come. Rides depart from the Tenney 
Boat Pier, 1615 Sherman Ave. Trips 
run 1‒2:30 pm and 3‒4:30 pm. Ar-
rive 45 minutes prior to departure to 
reserve spots for your group. All mem-
bers of your group must be present 15 
minutes prior to departure time.

Art Cart 
This is a free traveling art program 

for families that takes place June 18–
Aug. 13. The Art Cart makes several 
stops on the Northside. Visit www.
mscr.org for a complete list.

Fore Friends Golf Outing
Friends of MSCR 11th Annual Fore 

Friends Golf Outing will be held Tues-
day, July 14, at Cherokee Country 
Club. This annual event is the primary 

fundraiser enabling Friends to provide 
financial support to Madison School & 
Community Recreation (MSCR). Box 
lunches will be available at 10:30 am, 
tee off at noon. The Silent Auction will 
again be available for bids online. Get 
the competitive edge and check out the 
variety of items in June 2015. Be part of 
the fun. Register now. Visit www.mscr.
org/get-involved/friends-of-mscr/fore-
friends-golf-outing.

Throwback Thursday Paddle
To celebrate National Parks and Rec-

reation Month, MSCR will offer Throw-
back Thursday Paddle July 16 from 6‒8 
pm. Paddle using canoes or kayaks at the 
Tenney Park Lagoon. Staff will be on 
hand to help participants get in and out of 
boats. This is a free event offered to those 
ages 8 and older. Please note that person-
al flotation devices (PFDs) are available 
only for those 50 pounds and over.

Happy Hour Fitness 
This awesome evening includes non-

alcoholic cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, door 
prizes, costume contests and fun fitness 
with an 80s theme. Children ages 8 and 
older may attend with a participating 
adult. The event will be held Friday, July 
24, 5:30‒8:30 pm, at Warner Park Com-
munity Recreation Center. The cost is $5 
per person. Use course #50126 to regis-
ter at www.mscr.org.

For more information about any of 
these activities, go to www.mscr.org or 
call 204-3000.

Like us on Facebook!
northsidemadison.org
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204-3000 or www.mscr.org 
for more information.

Arts & Enrichment • Dance
Paddling & Pontoon Rides

Youth & Adult Sports
Fitness for all ages 

Soccer • Adaptive Sports
Tennis • Swimming 

and more!
A variety of camps for 

age 3 - grade 9!

MSCR Summer Recreation Programs

Check our classes at 
Warner Park Community 

Recreation Center. 

Follow us on  
Facebook and Twitter 

@MSCR Rec

Smartie Pants 
Early Learning Center

NOW ENROLLING
6 weeks to 6 years 
Full and part-time 

care available

Located in the 
NorthGate Shopping Center

Call today for your personal tour

245-1444
Email:

kristi@smartiepantsmadison.com
or

nicole@smartiepantsmadison.com

Visit us on the web:
smartiepantsmadison.net

Isthmus Montessori Academy
Enrolling for Fall 2015!Isthmus Montessori Academy 

is Enrolling for Fall 2015!

We serve ages two months to 15 years!
Call or email Isthmus Montessori Academy for more information!

Phone: 608-661-8200
Email: info@isthmusmontessoriacademy.org

www.isthmusmontessoriacademy.org
Our new home for the Fall of 2015 is at 1402 Pankratz Street.

New home 
for Fall 2015! 

1402 Pankratz Street

Isthmus Montessori Academy 
is Enrolling for Fall 2015!

We serve ages two months to 15 years!
Call or email Isthmus Montessori Academy for more information!

Phone: 608-661-8200
Email: info@isthmusmontessoriacademy.org

www.isthmusmontessoriacademy.org
Our new home for the Fall of 2015 is at 1402 Pankratz Street.

 info@isthmusmontessoriacademy.org  •  (608) 662-8200

www.isthmusmontessoriacademy.org

By Cynthia Chin 
East High Math Department

Thank you to our Northside com-
munity for making some happy 
spring memories with East High stu-
dents and staff. The 16th Annual Pi-
Mile	Run/Walk	brought	 fans	 of	fit-
ness, pastry and mathematics to the 
starting line in Warner Park May 23. 
We raised money for the East High 
School Graphing Calculator Fund 
— and there was pie. Well done, 
Math Club.

Family science nights 
Events at Lakeview, Mendota and 

Gompers Elementary Schools in 
April included interactive presenta-
tions by Engineering Club members 
(Emily Barry, Eliette Soler, Zach 
Killian, Sam Sage and Teddy Lee) 
on color blending and optical il-
lusions. Thank you to parents and 
guardians who brought students to 
these events and others at area el-
ementary schools. 

Middle school pre-engineering 
workshops

East-area middle school students 
will be able to participate in work-
shops focused on concepts and career 
opportunities in biomedical engineer-
ing as part of a 2015-16 “Way to B-
M-E” project funded by a grant from 
By Youth For Youth of Dane County. 
We are grateful to the United Way of 
Dane County for this support and to 
Electronic Theater Controls for ad-
ditional monies to be spent on joint 
high school/middle school activities 
in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. Our high school 
student leaders look forward to edu-
cating themselves and preparing their 
afterschool lessons for future Pur-
golders in grades 7 and 8.

Science and 
math make for 
happy spring 
memories

By Susan Hobart
Earth day is a way of life on Madi-

son’s Northside.
On April 19 Devin Sargent and his 

crew of 60 volunteers worked in our 
newly created Lake View School Forest. 
We had been meeting with Devin over 
the winter to plan his Eagle Scout proj-
ect. His goal was to improve the acces-
sibility of our path and create new sit-
ting areas from repurposed oak planks. 
He measured the slope, drew up plans, 
wrote	 specifications	 and	 acquired	 the	
supplies. With his scout leaders, fellow 
scouts, family and friends, he terraced 
the hill with new stairs, added a guide 
rope for stability and created eight new 
benches that can be used as natural bal-
ance beams for students. Funds to pay 
for materials were provided by a grant 
from the Wisconsin Environmental Ed-
ucation Board, but Devin and his crew 
provided all the labor.

We celebrated Global Youth Service 
Day, Arbor Day and Earth Day with 
United Way, the City of Madison and 
Representative Melissa Sargent on April 
24. (See student articles on page 11.) It 
signified	our	20th	Warner	Park	Cleanup.	
Over the past two decades, Lake View 
students have planted more than two 
dozen trees along the creek and shelter. 
This year George Dreckmann taught our 
students how to separate and recycle 
the garbage we had collected, and Willy 
Street Coop donated biodegradable bags.

Parents, students and an Edgewood 
nursing student cleared out the pollina-
tor beds and dressed up the budding or-
chard at the front of the school on April 
26. On May Day, third graders, assisted 
by UW Badger volunteers, planted nine 
bright orange Anne berry bushes and six 
prickerless Joanna bushes to complete 
the “Very Berry Welcome” at the edge 
of the school’s parking lot. Jung Garden 
Center on Northport Drive donated the 
berry bushes. 

Another group helped us on May 3 
to expand our school forest and create 
an entrance along Sherman Avenue. 
Blackhawk Church selected Lake View 
as a Love Madison site and sent doz-
ens of volunteers to work in the woods. 
They removed buckthorn, vines, hon-
eysuckle and garlic mustard. They 
planted a dozen baby pine trees in 
the fourth-graders’ evergreen nursery. 
They created an archway that helps de-
fine	the	entrance	from	Sherman	Avenue	
into the school forest. 

And this year, Lake View is the site 
of a Northside summer school enrich-
ment program that will use the outdoors 
as a focus for learning. Throughout 
the Madison School District, summer 
schools have adopted an outdoor learn-
ing philosophy as a focus for literacy. 
This is a dynamic academic step that 
will enable children to grow their read-
ing skills while growing vegetables in 
the gardens. 

Spring has sprung at Lake View School
Earth events mark the season
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Lake View Elementary students care 
for the earth year-round.

Tell our advertisers 
that you saw it in the 

Northside News!
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