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Formula for a fabulous feast
By Gayle Langer 
Lakeview Lutheran 

Church

For more than 30 
years, Lakeview Luther-
an Church has invited 
residents of Madison’s 
Northside to enjoy a free 
Thanksgiving dinner at 
their facility on the cor-
ner of Northport Drive 
and Mandrake Road. 
Nearly 300 guests were 
served at this year’s feast, 
with an additional 30 
carry-out meal requests. 

The formula for 
this successful event 
included 30 volunteers + 31 turkeys + 
29 pies + 120 pounds of hand-peeled 
potatoes + 15 pounds of butter + 26 

loaves of bread dressing.
This event is one of many commu-

nity outreach programs provided by  
Lakeview Lutheran Church.

Northside Farmers Market is still in season 
By Fiona Stoner 

Northside Farmers Market

The Northside Farmers Market is open 
year-round. We meet every other week 
from January to March. Our remaining 
dates for the winter season are Feb. 7, Feb. 
21, March 6 and March 20. Like our Face-
book page to get important updates on ven-
dors attending the market or for event up-
dates in February and March. We take the 
month of April off before the 11th summer 
season begins in May.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, March 6, 
when the MSCR FIT2GO van will join us 

indoors at the Northside Farmers Market. 
The MSCR FIT2GO program encourages 
fitness and education through play; the giant 
blue building blocks are popular and spark 
creative play and cooperation. 

Make the Northside Market your Sun-
day morning destination. Sometimes it’s 
just good to get out of the house and go 
somewhere. We try to make it enjoyable 
by having a dedicated table for children 
to do simple arts and crafts, reading times 
for children at alternate markets, a table 
for knitters and, of course, dining space 
to enjoy the hot fresh tamales. When you 

visit the market, you are also helping to 
maintain the local food economy. If you 
are looking for a gift for Valentine’s Day, 
a birthday, or a thank you for a friend, re-
member we sell gift certificates that can be 
used at the winter and summer markets.

If you love your market and wonder how 
you can support it, consider volunteering. 
The Northside Farmers Market is a commu-
nity enterprise, built by the community and 
for the community. This means that our mar-
ket relies on volunteers to keep things going 
and keep things fresh and exciting. There 
are many ways to get involved: volunteer 

on market days, serve on the board, spread 
the word about the market or even provide 
entertainment. To get started, email Volun-
teers@northsidefarmersmarket.org.

You will find us in the storefront two doors 
down from True Value at Northside Town-
Center on the corner of Sherman and North-
port Drive from 10 am‒1 pm. 

Sign up for our newsletter (http://north-
sidefarmersmarket.org/) and find us on 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/Madison-
NFM) or on Instagram (https://instagram.
com/madnfm/) to join our page and receive 
updates as the summer season begins.

There was a full house at the Thanksgiving dinner 
hosted by Lakeview Lutheran Church.
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NORTHSIDE WINTER MARKET
Late Winter Market

Jan. 10–March 20
Every other Sunday 10 am–1 pm

Winter Market Dates
Jan. 10 Feb. 7 Mar. 6
Jan. 24 Feb. 21 Mar. 20

Northside TownCenter
Located on the corner of Northport Dr. and N. Sherman Ave. 

Two doors down from Meikle’s Northside True Value

EBT/FoodShare cards accepted 
Gift Certificates and fillable gift boxes available

Visit us on Facebook and Instagram

northsidefarmersmarket.org

Senior Connections invites seniors 
to dinner and bingo Feb. 11

By Lauri Lee 
Northside News

Senior Connections 8th Anniversary 
Celebration will be held Thursday, Feb. 
11 from 10 am‒1 pm at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 2126 N. Sherman Ave. In recog-
nition of the group’s anniversary, bingo 
and a special menu to include ribeye steak, 
salmon and chicken will be served. The 
anniversary celebration is a great intro-
duction to Senior Connections for those 
aged 55-plus from the community who 
would like to check out the group. All are 
welcome and invited to attend. First-time 
visitors will receive a gift. 

Held every Thursday from 10 am‒1 
pm, Senior Connections provides a need-
ed link for seniors to engage in a meal 
together, share memories and enjoy fun 
activities. Typically, the day starts with a 

trip through the Bread of Life bakery and 
produce lines. This is followed by a meal 
that includes two or three entrées. Each 
week, different activities follow the meal, 
including bingo, cards and board games. 
The group has helped participants build 
long-lasting friendships as they share ex-
periences, stories and wisdom they have 
gained throughout their lifetimes. Senior 
Connections has become a special part of 
life for many seniors. 

“At St. Paul, we recognize that those at 
retirement age have decreased opportuni-
ties for socialization,” said Pastor Gerry 
Kuhnke. “With the strong link between 
social interaction and physical and mental 
well-being for seniors, we are committed to 
making this opportunity available to seniors 
in our community. We invite all seniors to 
attend. No reservations are needed.”

$30 OFF

Installation of a

New Water Heater

Purchased

from Fox Water

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1953

2190 Pennsylvania Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

608.244.6215

www.foxwater.com

Ray T. Mayne, Owner

�

�

�

�

Fox Water Softeners

Water Heaters

Water Coolers

Nicolet Bottled Water

   

   Bottled Water Distributor)

(Fox is the Nicolet 5-Gallon

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 3/31/2016.

2190 Pennsylvania Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

$30 OFF

Installation of a

Fox Water Softener

Reg. $100, now $70 with coupon.

Rental or Sale Unit

New Installs Only

Basic Installation

�

�

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 3/31/2016.

2190 Pennsylvania Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

�
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Troy Community 
Farm

Join our urban CSA grown 
right here in the  

Northside neighborhood!

By becoming a CSA member you can:

•	 receive	certified	organic, 
high	quality	produce	every	week

•	 pick	up	locally	and	reduce	the	 
distance	your	food	travels

•	 support	the	non-profit 
Community	GroundWorks

For	more	information 
and	to	sign	up	visit:	 

www.communitygroundworks.org

Lamers Bus Lines is accepting applications 
for several part-time mini coach shuttle 

bus drivers and for school bus route 
and field trip drivers.
• Complete training provided
• 401K/Profit sharing
• Earn safety and attendance bonuses
• Competitive wages

Must be 21 years or older with a good driving 
record and able to pass a company paid  
physical, drug screen and background check.

APPLY IN PERSON:
Lamers Bus Lines

217 Raemisch Rd., Waunakee
8:30 am–4 pm

608-850-5253 Dial Ext. 12215 and ask for Bob

www.GoLamers.com
EOE/AA Employer
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Feeling off ?

The Thrifty Gardener’s Paradise*
By Jennica Skoug 

Community GroundWorks
The following article was shared by 

the Wisconsin School Garden Initiative, 
a program of Community GroundWorks 
that seeks to support and connect school 
gardens throughout the state. We hope 
it inspires you to cozy winter creativity 
that will add to the beauty of your gar-
den in spring!  

When Gardening met Upcycling, it 
was love at first sight. Their children are 
the School Garden Fairies that turn out-
door classrooms into treasure troves of 
would-be trash, each object re-imagined 
as a trellis, flower pot, bird feeder, step-
ping stones or work of art.

According to hipcycle.com — an online 
marketplace just for upcycled products 
— upcycling is “the process of convert-
ing old or discarded materials into some-
thing useful and often beautiful.”

When it comes to facilitating a school 
garden program, this concept comes al-
most naturally. How does one acquire 
things that look nice, fill a specific need, 
inspire creative thinking and natural in-
quiry, and don’t cost a lot of money? The 
answer: use what you’ve got — or what 
other people might throw away — to 
create what you need. Upcyling projects 
also have plenty to teach about conser-
vation, art, engineering and the like. It 
is certainly not a new concept — in all 
likelihood, your grandma was probably a 
champion upcycler — and yet the feeling 

of ingenuity it generates is a delight for 
new learners. 

Upcycling ideas are not difficult to come 

by — visit a fellow garden or type “garden 
reuse” into almost any search engine to 
spark your brainstorming session. Collect-
ing needed objects can also be a great way 
to involve parents and community mem-
bers. Projects can be extremely simple, such 
as making seedling pots from old milk car-
tons, or require specific tools and expertise 
that may be donated by a creative volunteer. 

(Note: Before embarking on any upcy-
cling project, make sure to research any 
items you plan to re-purpose to ensure they 
do not pose a risk to the health of students 
or the surrounding environment.)

Some of the creative ideas we have 
come across include: painting old wood-
en spoons or jar lids as plant labels, mak-
ing a container garden from a 5-gallon 
bucket, making trellises out of old door 
frames or old umbrellas, or creating gar-
den art out of almost anything. The pos-
sibilities are endless. Have fun.

Learn more about the Wiscon-
sin School Garden Initiative at www. 
wischoolgardens.org.

*Original article and garden upcy-
cling resources can be found at eepurl.
com/bJU9S1.

An old, overgrown bush became the 
base for a new picnic table at Toki Mid-
dle School, a participant in Community 
GroundWorks’ Art in the Garden Project.

Old tiles were turned into an outdoor mosaic stage at Orchard Ridge Elementary 
School, a participant in Community GroundWorks’ Art in the Garden Project.

Dates for the 2016 suppers are: 
Jan. 31, May 29, July 31 and Oct. 30

All are welcome to experience the death and resurrection
of Christ at Lakeview Lutheran Church. 

Holy Week Schedule
Lakeview Lutheran Church

Corner of Northport and Mandrake
244-6181

www.lakeviewlutheranchurch.org 
h.g

March 19 at 5:00 pm
CHOIR PRESENTS � e Shadow of the Cross

March 20 at 9:00 am
CHOIR PRESENTS � e Shadow of the Cross

March 24 at 7:00 pm
MAUNDY THURSDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

Held in Historic Chapel

March 25 at 7:00 pm
GOOD FRIDAY VENERATION OF THE CROSS SERVICE

Held in Historic Chapel

March 26 at 5:00 pm
EASTER VIGIL IN SANCTUARY

March 27 at 7:00 am
FIRST EASTER SERVICE IN SANCTUARY

March 27 at 9:00 am k 10:30 am
EASTER FESTIVAL SERVICES IN SANCTUARY

March 27 at 7:30-10:30 AM
EASTER BREAKFAST IN EAST HALL

Bene� ts summer youth trip to Menomonee Indian Reservation

h.g
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Friends of Lake View Hill Park 
Annual Meeting

By Nelson Eisman 
Friends of Lake View Hill Park

On Feb. 6 from 10 am-12 pm, at the Hu-
man Services Building, 1202 Northport Dr. 
(formerly Lake View Sanatorium), every-
one is invited to attend the annual meeting 
of the Friends of Lake View Hill Park. Of-
ficers of the board of directors will report 
on the activities of 2015, including the 
fountain, water tower and nurses’ dorm, as 
well as plans for 2016.

Members will vote for the 2016 board 

of directors. There will be vacancies on the 
board, so think about serving. Membership 
dues are on a sliding-scale basis, and we 
accept Dane County Timebank dollars. 
Otherwise, individual dues are $25 per 
year, and a family membership is $30 per 
year. You can join or renew at the meeting. 

Refreshments will be served, and ideas 
will be exchanged. Tell us what you like 
about what’s happening to the park and 
share your ideas for making things better. 
Please join us.

A global and local effort on global warming
By Dan Tortorice

The city of Paris, France, is a long way 
from the Northside of Madison. But when 
195 nations met there this past December, 
they signed an agreement that attempts to 
ensure a quality of life for future citizens of 
our neighborhoods.

This climate accord, if implemented, sets 
the goal of at least reducing the increase in 
world temperature nearer to the levels need-
ed to prevent a global catastrophe. We know 
that human activities since the time of the 
Industrial Revolution have contributed to a 
rapid rise in temperature. To achieve success 
stopping this trend we will need the efforts 
of national, state and local governments 

along with corporations, research universi-
ties, small businesses and regular citizens. 

The federal government can use its power 
to enforce regulations on clean energy. It 
can require improvements in things like gas 
mileage and smokestack emissions. All gov-
ernments can use their purchasing power to 
buy products like electric cars. Perhaps the 
biggest contribution of national governments 
will be to fund research because our current 
technologies are not capable of stopping 
global warming. It is very likely some of that 
research will be done at UW-Madison.

A good example of the kind of effort 
needed is demonstrated in the recent an-
nouncement of a project between the City 

of Middleton and Madison Gas and Electric 
(MGE). Middleton and MGE have proposed 
a project, which could begin as early as this 
spring, to have MGE build a 66,000-square-
foot solar project on the roof of Middleton’s 
new municipal operations center. The solar 
array would have roughly 1,700 solar pan-
els capable of generating 648,000 kilowatt-
hours of electricity annually. This agreement 
can benefit the City of Middleton, the cus-
tomers of MGE and the public at large. 

Solar and wind-generated electricity offer 
a huge opportunity to create clean power. 
The price of solar power has dropped more 
than 80 percent in the last 10 years. As more 
solar gets installed, its efficiency grows with 
economies of scale. Wind power has had a 
tremendous growth and now provides al-
most 5 percent of our national energy needs. 

The Middleton project is one part of 
MGE’s “Energy 2030” initiative (www.
mge.com/energy2030). MGE’s goal is to 
supply 25 percent of its energy from re-
newable generation by the year 2025 and 

30 percent by 2030. It also wants to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by 40 percent 
from 2005 levels by the year 2030. This 
kind of effort is especially important to our 
future because almost all of our economy 
will have to become electrified in com-
ing years to stop global warming. This in-
cludes our cars.

The actions of ordinary citizens will play 
a huge role in reducing climate change. Be-
cause there are so many of us, any actions 
we take collectively are important. We need 
to reduce our driving, which is a double vic-
tory in that exercise improves our health. 
Scientists estimate Americans waste about 
40 percent of our food, which ends up in 
landfills generating methane gas. Simply 
reducing that ridiculous waste could help a 
lot. Eating less beef, taking a local vacation 
instead of flying or driving, and just buy-
ing less stuff can also help. Finally, we all 
need to advocate for clean energy and tell 
our leaders we want a sustainable future for 
our children.

By Kathlean Wolf
I’ve never really been into mushrooms, 

but my two-bedroom apartment/research-
farm has one small problem: the worms in 
our compost bin aren’t that great at chew-
ing up woody waste like nut shells. I knew 
there were species of fungus that spent 
their lives eating the wood of dead trees, 
so when I saw a box labeled “Mushroom 
Farm” for sale at a garden store, I bought 
it on impulse. 

Researching my new pet, I discovered 
the book, “Mycelium Running,” by Paul 
Stamets at Fungi Perfecti. (You can read 
more about his work at www.fungi.com.) 
I am now among the converted. Mush-
rooms could be amazing allies in the fight 
to clean up Madison’s lakes and the many 
“brownfield” areas interspersed amongst 

Madison neighborhoods, 
places where soil is con-
taminated with old indus-
trial wastes. 

Mushrooms are just the 
tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to fungi, or rather, 
the tip of the mycelium.
Mycelium are like the 
“roots” of soil fungi, and 
one cubic inch of healthy 
soil might contain 8 miles 
of mycelial filaments. 
These tiny filaments link 
soil and plant roots to-
gether in a network more 
complicated than human 
brains and more extensive than the Inter-
net. Wherever forests are rich in soil fungi, 

trees are more resistant to pests and infec-
tions. Crops grown with complimentary 

fungal spores grow faster, produce greater 
yields, and are more resistant to drought. 
Fungi also help lock carbon into the soil. 
(Soil degradation is a major source of CO2 
emissions.)

One of the most interesting technologies 
Stamets has developed is called “mycore-
mediation.” Burlap bags full of fungi-cov-
ered wood-chips are laid down in the path 
of water run-off. The mycelium go to work 
consuming fertilizer run-off and break-
ing down petroleum products such as oil, 
gasoline, pesticides and herbicides, keeping 
them from washing into streams and lakes. 

Are you interested in joining a startup 
group to explore the use of mycore-
mediation to clean the water flowing 
into Warner Pond? Contact me at wolf. 
kathlean@zoho.com. 

Edible mushrooms help our waters and soils

Mushrooms can help clean Warner Pond.

Neighborhood Intervention Program volunteers working in Lake View Hill park..
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611 North Sherman Ave. in Lakewood Plaza
608.663.5500 • www.mannacafe.com

Open 6 AM to 8 PM Weekdays • 7 AM to 2 PM Weekends

i Partake in 
fresh and 
authentic  
food made 
with love

i Enjoy the  
atmosphere 
and the  
friendly sta�

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner – 
Dine in or Carry Out
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International Lane
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Tamim Sifri, DDS

Take a smart step towards
a healthier smile!

www.smartdentalmadison.com 
2317 International Ln, Suite 101, Madison, WI 53704

Call Today!
608-241-8782

• Evening Appointments

• Most insurance accepted

• Children Welcome!

• General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

By Kathlean Wolf
Every morning, I look out my front 

window and see astonishing sights. 
Sometimes Warner Park Sandhill Cranes 
greet the morning light with their amaz-
ing calls, “Graa-a-a-ack.” I often see 
them dancing with each other. On rare 
occasions, there is a doe and her fawn; 
and often a pair of mallards paddle their 
way about the new ephemeral ponds, 
their fuzzy babies following behind. In 
winter, there are tracks left in the snow 
by fox, mink and a half-dozen other 
small creatures. Wild neighbors are not 
new to my neighborhood, but there has 
been a delightful increase in the diversity 
and number of creatures these past two 
years, following a rebuild of the water-
way leading into Warner Pond. 

Last spring, volunteers from Wild War-
ner and several families from Trailsway 

Street joined City Engineer Sally Swensen 
to place native water and verge plants 
along the edge of the new creek bed and 
ponds. The plantings were an astonishing 
success, as burr-reed, lilies and bulrushes 
filled in the ephemeral ponds, and birds, 
frogs and fish moved into the area. 

Building more wild areas into our urban 
communities has benefits not just for wild-
life, but for humans as well. The children 
in my neighborhood were once reluctant to 
cross the street and explore Warner Park; 
this new wild border along its edge draws 
them in, inviting them to learn more about 
nature. The ephemeral ponds help slow wa-
ter run-off during storms, allowing street 
trash to settle out and be collected by vol-
unteers, rather than entering Warner Pond. 
The reduction of flooding along Trailsway 
Street has been remarkable, and I will miss 
being able to kayak up and down my street 
during spring storms.

Wild Warner has named this restored 
creek bed “Castle Creek,” after the family 
of white settlers who built the first home 
on the property that would become Warner 
Park. Learn more about it at Wild Warner’s 
website, www.wildwarnerpark.org. 

The Rebirth of Castle Creek

Powerful 
pollinators

By Patricia Tuchscherer 
Sherman Neighborhood Association

A group of Northside neighbors is inter-
ested in the topic of pollinators and would 
like to hold a bigger conversation by host-
ing a series of speakers on the topic. Anyone 
who would like to learn more about this im-
portant ecological asset is invited to come 
Jan. 28, Feb. 25 and March 31 to hear one or 
all three speakers. Each program will be held 
on a Thursday evening from 6:30‒7:30 pm 
at the Lakeview Branch Library.

We will come together to hear what 
some close observers have to say. “The 
link between plants and animals is dust-
ed with pollen. Without insects to begin 
fruit and seed growth by fertilizing flow-
ers with pollen, humans would starve. 
Vegetable gardens and orchards would 
be bare except for corn, grapes and a 
handful of other wind-pollinated plants. 
Flowerbeds wouldn’t exist,” wrote Toby 
Hemenway in his book “Gaia’s Garden.”

The focus of our first program, held Jan. 
28, was information about pollinator habitat 
at Troy Gardens, pollinators in general, and 
resources available to the general public. 
The presenter was Mary Pelzer, a lifelong 
gardener who likes to provide wildlife habi-
tat. She is a neighbor to Troy Gardens and a 
20-year observer of that landscape, a natural 
areas steward, and someone who is keenly 
interested in a sustainable and balanced ur-
ban ecosystem.

On Feb. 25, our second program will deal 
with the topic of domestic honeybees. Jeanne 
Hansen is a founding member of the Dane 
County Beekeepers Association and current-
ly secretary. A former chemist, she is a long-
time beekeeper with six backyard bee hives 
at her eastside residence. Jeanne teaches be-
ginning beekeeping classes from January to 
May and welcomes inquiries at 244-5094.

On March 31, our third program will fea-
ture Ginny Nelson, who started her native 
plantings 25 years ago with one bed of the 
wildflowers she loved from her grandpar-
ent’s farm. The plantings slowly expanded 
until now there are only mowed paths be-
tween the native wildflower gardens that fill 
her yard. She is a long-time member of Wild 
Ones, a group that promotes native plantings 
in residential yards, and she spends much of 
her time in the fall collecting prairie seeds for 
Dane County Parks. She has a very patient 
husband who helped her to pull up a lot of 
sod and who thinks it is normal to have seeds 
stratifying in the refrigerator. 

These presentations are sponsored by the 
Sherman Neighborhood Association and are 
free and open to the public.

(Left) Families at work helping to restore Castle Creek. (Right) Sunset by the ephemeral ponds in early summer 
when the reeds started to grow.

A monarch feeding on native plants.

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
K

at
hl

ea
n 

W
ol

f

Lauri Lee

conceptsCOMMUNICATION

LAURI@COMMUNICATIONCONCEPTS.ME

(608) 334-4969

Creative
MARKETING

INK 

25% off*
Newsletter Special
Is your business or nonprofit 

newsletter a challenge? 
Communication Concepts 

ala carte services allow you to 
select only the services you need 
to fill gaps in expertise, software 

or time availability. Your gift in 
2016 could be more time to 

do what you do best.

Writing • Editing • Layout

*Applies to One-time Service 
and Contracts signed prior to 

March 31, 2016 expiration date. 
Must mention Northside News ad.



The 12th Annual North Star Awards were a great 

success. With help from FEED entrepreneur Thony 

Clarke 11 awards were presented, including the 

High Impact Award, the Public Service Award and 

nine North Star Awards. These awards are given 

to individuals, organizations and businesses that go 

above and beyond in their service to the Northside.

These award recipients are not just Northside heroes. 

The Northside is one small community in a very big, 

complex world, but when we step up to help each 

other, we lift everyone up with us. Please enjoy read-

ing about this year’s North Star Awards recipients.

The High Impact Award is given to 
individuals that leave a lasting mark on 
our community, and whose work has had 
an impact on the entire Northside. These 
are the people who help us make our big 
dreams come true, often from behind-
the-scenes. 

Lorri Wendorf-Corrigan is the recipi-
ent of the 2015 High Impact Award. 

Wendorf-Corrigan started her career with 
the City of Madison in 1979. She’s held 
eight different positions with the city and 
has been in her current position as Neigh-
borhood Services Coordinator since 1990. 
In this role, Wendorf-Corrigan has worked 
in all of Madison’s low-income neighbor-
hoods at one time or another. In the role 
of Neighborhood Services Coordinator, 
she oversees funding to planning councils, 
neighborhood centers, the new Community 
Building and Engagement funding, and 
transportation services for the homeless.

She has been a part of the city’s neigh-
borhood resource teams since their incep-
tion, including the Northside Neighbor-
hood Resource Team. Wendorf-Corrigan 
was in charge of the “seeding” portion of 
the federal Weed and Seed grant for the 11 
years the city received that funding, work-
ing closely with the city’s neighborhood 
police officers, including those in the North 
Police District, and with community polic-
ing in general. She has worked closely with 
Joining Forces for Families social workers 
as well as various schools and other stake-
holders who impact neighborhoods. 

At various points, Wendorf-Corrigan 
has been the city contract manager for 
the Northside Planning Council, the Vera 
Court Neighborhood Center and Kenne-
dy Heights Community Center. She has 
also served as the city grant contact for 
Brentwood Neighborhood and Garden-
ing for Empowerment. 

She is especially passionate about those 
services that enable all people, especially 
those who are often marginalized, to have 
a voice in the systems and programs im-
pacting their lives. This has influenced 
how she goes about her work. She works 
to help residents and nonprofits under-
stand the city’s goals, policies and sys-
tems so they have tools to be successful in 
working with the City of Madison. 

Wendorf-Corrigan believes the city is 
a partner with nonprofits and residents. 
While funding from the city is extreme-
ly important, it is the people doing the 
work in nonprofits and, ultimately, the 
residents themselves who create and 
sustain change. She has been a longtime 
supporter and advocate of neighborhood 
capacity-building, helping to expand the 
breadth and depth of resident representa-
tion in decisions that affect them. 

She is retiring in January 2016 after 36 
years of service to the City of Madison. 
She has played a critical — if quiet — part 
in our success as a community over all 
these years, helping to connect the dots and 
bring resources where they are needed. Her 
presence in the city will be missed.

HIGH IMPACT AWARD,
LORRI WENDORF-CORRIGAN

Licensed CNAs and experienced 
caregivers assist seniors so they can stay in 
their home as long as they can and want.

For seniors over 50 and those with emotional 
disabilities, dementia and Alzheimers. 

Call for a free consultation. 

www.cairasucare.com
(608) 622-7015

C.O.U.P.O.N

Take $5 off
your $20 purchase

Coupon Terms: 
Cannot be combined with 
other coupons/sale offers

Expires May 30, 2015

Be sure to check out our 
great furniture selection!

Call 268-0793 for possible pick up of your 
large item furniture donations

Mon–Fri 9–7 • Sat 9–5

NorthGate Shopping Center 
(Sherman and Aberg)

– C•O•U•P•O•N –
Take $5 Off
Your $20 Purchase

Coupon Terms:
Cannot be combined with  
other coupons/sale offers

Expires March 31, 2016

 

NorthGate Shopping Center
At Sherman and Aberg 

M–F 9 am–7 pm • Sat 9 am–5 pm
Call 268-0793 for possible pick up  

of large furniture donations

We deliver furniture! Check out our 
great furniture selection. 

PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD, ANITA WEIER
The Public Service Award is the start 

of a new tradition honoring Northsid-
ers who have stepped up to serve as 
elected officials and in other signifi-
cant public capacities. In doing their 
duties associated with elected office, 
these individuals invest an enormous 
amount of time and energy in work-
ing to represent the voices of our com-
munity. They attend countless meet-
ings, they listen and learn from the 
perspectives of their constituents, and 
they often find themselves the focus 
of frustration and conflict and have 
to work to find solutions. In doing so, 
they help bring to life the community’s 
vision for itself. 

Anita Weier is the recipient of the 2015 
Public Service Award. 

Weier served as District 18 alder-
person for four years. During her ten-
ure, she worked to prevent the State 
Historical Society warehouse from 
locating adjacent to Troy Gardens, 
to bring community gardens to Black 
Hawk School and Vera Court, and to 
encourage the UW Credit Union to 
open a Northside branch. Alder Weier 
convened citizen meetings about a 
murder in the Vera Court area, drain-
age issues in Cherokee Marsh and a 
new playground and kayak/canoe 
launch at Cherokee Park. She also 
brought technical experts and Cham-
ber of Commerce representatives to 

speak with NPC’s Economic Develop-
ment Committee. Several traffic and 
road improvements occurred because 
Weier got them into the city’s budget. 
She achieved many successes for the 
Northside while helping the guide city 
government and responding to district 
citizen’s questions and complaints. 
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KARIN CRETNEY
Karin Cretney responded to a call for help from The River Food Pantry that 

she saw in United Way’s volunteer opportunities listing. After witnessing her 
contributions as a mentor and coordinator for The River Bakery program, 
Martee Mikalson asked her to join the FEED Operations Committee.

With a career in human resources, Cretney has helped with several hires 
as well as policy revisions and an internal documentation audit for FEED 
users. Cretney is also volunteering as FEED’s new volunteer coordinator. 
She got us connected to United Way’s Volunteer Your Time website, and 
she helped organize our first volunteer training Oct. 12 attended by eight 
new volunteers. With her expertise, we look forward to getting more peo-
ple involved with NPC and our projects. 

Cretney was nominated by the members of the FEED Operations Committee, who are grateful for the 
skills she brings to the task of helping FEED run smoothly. She cheerfully shows up every Monday for 
weekly meetings with great ideas and a willingness to work on anything that needs to be done.

DOLORES KESTER
Dolores Kester is as community-minded as they come. She co-chairs the 

Sherman Neighborhood Association. Lynette Jandl nominated Kester spe-
cifically for the work she has done to keep the community informed about 
the Madison Water Utility as well as her effective leadership of the Sherman 
Neighborhood Association, which has increased attendance with people be-
ing more engaged. She tirelessly attended many meetings and followed up 
with city officials to be able to disseminate detailed and informative emails 
about the water tower, the new pumping station and issues of water quality.

Kester is respected for her fair-mindedness and sharp insight. She’s 
both compassionate and passionate, and we are lucky that she brings her 
considerable talent to bear for the Northside.

DALE MATTHEWS
Dale Matthews took his love of cooking and feeding people to a whole 

new level when he brought the Northside Planning Council, Northside 
Farmers Market, Madison School and Community Recreation and Warner 
Park Community Recreation Center (WPCRC) together to start Sunday 
Suppers. He wanted to offer a free meal with no agenda other than people 
meeting people to break bread together. He knew the strongest communi-
ties are those with connections between its members. 

Entering its fifth year, Sunday Suppers are served on the last Sunday of 
months with five Sundays at WPCRC. The gym is open for children to play. The 
next one will be Jan. 31. Nikki Sanders nominated Matthews, and she wrote, 
“Dale is the sauce that keeps the Sunday Suppers simmering. Without him, we 
would all starve. He can get folks together and really knows how to stretch a 

dollar. He’s got more connections than AT&T! He cooks, he cleans, he plans, he shops, he barters, and he lines up 
volunteer chefs. And he does it all with a great attitude with one goal — to bring Northsiders together.”

CHRIS MOORE
When the Kohl’s grocery store closed in 2003, Chris Moore was on the 

board of the Northside Community Coop, which ultimately started the 
Northside Farmers Market. He was the volunteer coordinator for the mar-
ket — an entirely volunteer-run venture — and official photographer. His 
photographs are stunningly beautiful. 

This year he took on the role of scheduler for FEED Kitchens. He coordi-
nates who is cooking in which kitchen and for how long. He takes reserva-
tions for the information sessions that show potential users how the FEED 
Kitchens work. He manages many aspects of FEED’s quarterly bazaars, 
and he helps set up the user meetings. Moore is the quiet guy behind the 
scenes who makes everything flow smoothly. He helped with setup and 
logistics of this year’s North Star Awards. Moore recently agreed to be-

come NPC’s volunteer webmaster for northsidemadison.org, the Northside News and the FEED Kitchens. 
The FEED Operations Committee nominated him for a North Star Award because he always steps up to help 
and can be counted on to be accurate and on time with everything he does.

SHERMAN YARD ART TEAM
People all over Madison read about the creative community project that happened in the Sherman 

Neighborhood this summer. The Northside News, The Wisconsin State Journal and local television all cov-
ered the Sherman Neighborhood Yard Art project. Artist Alexis London worked with neighbors to apply for 
a city grant to implement the idea of resident-created art on display in their yards. Twenty-six art projects 
were completed and installed this summer, with the design and building assistance of four artists and a 
carpenter in weekend workshops. 

Dolores Kester, co-chair of the Sherman Neighborhood Association and one of the exhibiting artists, nomi-
nated the Sherman Yard Art Team for a North Star Award. She wrote, “In my opinion this team deserves special 
recognition by the entire Northside for their very successful — and fun — art project that continues to promote 
smiles and neighbor connections and to build community on the Northside and in our Sherman neighborhood. 
Please consider awarding a North Star Award to this amazing, hard-working, diligent and creative Yard Art 
Team: Alexis London, who served as team captain, and team members Chris Elholm, Pat Tuchscherer, Gale 
Petersen, Susan Marth, Gail Loughridge, Carol Rounds and Ella Bultman.” This has project continues to inspire 
new and innovative ways to use art to help bring neighborhoods together. It was a powerful example of place-
making and community-building, and it is not the last you will see of this model here on the Northside.

10% Off
All Eufora hair color
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DARRELL GREENWELL
Darrell Greenwell is the kind of person anyone would love for a neighbor, and 

he’s a great example of why the Northside is the best place around town to live. 
He was nominated by Barbara Arnold for all the ways he shows what it means 
to be neighborly. He’s been in his house for more than 35 years and his pride in 
maintaining his house and property shows. He doesn’t keep that skill and expe-
rience to himself, though. When anyone needs help with small or large engines, 
he’s there to lend a hand. He does more than his share of snow removal and 
keeps the leaves off the street, preventing run-off to the lakes. And he is invalu-
able to his neighbors when they travel — feeding cats, filling bird feeders, even 
sending them the item they left behind. Barbara said, “For these reasons and 
more, Darrell Greenwell makes our part of the Northside a better place to live.”

NEXTDOOR NORTHLAND MANOR
ROBYN KLINGE AND JUSTIN SCHMITZ

Two young people in the Northland Manor neighborhood wanted to get to 
know thevir neighbors. They brought a 21st century approach to old-school com-
munity organizing. Robyn Klinge and Justin Schmitz started Nextdoor North-
land Manor, an online neighborhood association in an area that had never had 
a neighborhood association of any sort. Nextdoor Northland Manor started in 
2013 and now has 140 members, who are in touch electronically to find lost pets, 
recommend plumbers and electricians, give away pianos and ping pong tables, 
offer to shovel snow and talk about what’s happening in the neighborhood. 

But Klinge and Schmitz didn’t stop there. They organized potlucks in the 
park and now there are regular summer kickball games, playgroups and stargazing in the park. Lisa Wiese, who 
nominated them, said, “Now we are getting to know each other in person because we can connect online.”

GREG BROCKMEYER
Greg Brockmeyer wanted to make a special place even nicer. Rather than 

wait for it to fit into a budget, he found like-minded co-workers, who recycled 
scrap metal to pay for the materials needed and got the project done. Brock-
meyer and his team wanted to see the dilapidated fountain at the top of North-
port Hill operational, as it had been in the days when the Health and Human 
Services building was a tuberculosis sanatorium. They removed the plantings 
and dirt that filled the fountain, refurbished it, installed plumbing and lighting. 
If you got there before it shut down for winter, you’ll know what a great addi-
tion to the incredible view of our city and its lakes the fountain is, with the water 
splashing and blue lights illuminating it. Be sure to visit this spring, when they’ll 
complete the project with new benches around the fountain. 

Thanks to Brockmeyer and his team — Adam Korhonen, Doug Spink, 
Karl Westphal, Joe Prazak, Nate Tuggle and Tim Thronson — for going above and beyond to make the 
Northside a more beautiful place for everyone to enjoy.

NORTHSIDE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
DR. JUNE BROOKS

Each year, the Northside Planning Council honors a business that supports 
the growth and vitality of the community. This year’s North Star Award goes to 
the Northside Animal Hospital and Dr. June Brooks, its owner.

Brooks has invested in the Northside. When the opportunity arose to expand 
her business, she stayed on the Northside and expanded within her building by 
remodeling the second floor and adding curb appeal to the building’s exterior.

She has consistently added new services for animals. Northside Animal 
Hospital is a full-service veterinary clinic providing not only traditional 
Western medicine, but also acupuncture, Chinese herbal remedies and 
K-Laser therapy. One addition this year was animal hospice and palliative 

care services so comfort care can be a third option for families faced with euthanasia for their pet. Brooks 
recently added an additional pet surgeon, who specializes in soft tissue surgery.

Brooks has been a loyal Northside supporter. Many Northside nonprofits and events have benefited from the 
gracious donations over the years from the Northside Animal Hospital. 

2015 NORTH STAR AWARD WINNERS

Team member Karl Westphal
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SOLD

608-443-2540 
RogerStauter@StarkHomes.com

HomeTeam4U.net 

Northside Specialists

1914 WINDOM WAY • MADISON • $162,000

Roger & Marilyn  
Stauter

Realtors,® CRS, SRES

When it’s time  
to sell your 

Northside house  
or condo, call 

ROGER & MARILYN 
STAUTER

BEAT THE BLUES
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“Walking Dharma” (top) and “Pale Moon 
Meditation” (bottom) by artist Ron Wendt.

“Diogenes” (top) and “Wonder-full”  
(bottom) by artist Ron Wendt.

By Thomas Powell 
VSA Wisconsin

Wisconsin winters can be long, dark 
and dismal. But fear not, VSA Wiscon-
sin has concocted the cure for your acute 
case of cantankerous cabin fever.

Shake off the bitter cold and warm the 
cockles of your heart by joining us for our 
Beat the  Blues 
Party Friday, 
Feb. 26, from 
6‒9 pm at the 
VSA Art Cen-
ter, 1709 Aberg 
Ave., on Madi-
son’s North-
side. Kick up 
your heels to 
the infectious, 
upbeat, Yid-
dish dance 
music of Madi-
son’s own, Yid 
Vicious, as they work their crazy klezmer 
cure on your winter blues through the 
magical musical ministration of clarinets, 
drums, vocals, fiddle, accordion, French 
horn, guitar, tuba and Theremin. 

Sip a local microbrew or soda and 
munch on some finger food as you stroll 
through our expansive gallery and view 
the amazing artwork of Wisconsin art-
ists with disabilities. Beat the  Blues 
marks the opening night of “Transcend-
ing Limitations: Art from the Heart” — 
an exhibition that features stained glass, 
ceramics, lampwork and paintings by 
four of our most accomplished VSA Wis-

consin affiliated artists: Faye Willems, 
Ron Wendt, Joyce Gust and Jon Wos. In 
addition to these four amazing artists, more 
than 50 works by other VSA Wisconsin 
artists will be on display and for sale.

Purchase a piece of artwork for your 
home or office. Bid on valuable items in 
our silent auction. Enjoy refreshments 

and learn more 
about your 
friendly, North-
side, nonprofit 
neighbor, VSA 
Wisconsin. All 
funds raised 
at this joyful 
event will ben-
efit arts pro-
grams for chil-
dren and adults 
with disabili-
ties. This free 
event is kindly 

sponsored by Alexander Real Estate Ser-
vices. For more information, visit www.
vsawis.org or call 241-2131. 

Who are we? VSA Wisconsin is a state-
wide, nonprofit organization that uses the 
arts to expand the capabilities, confidence 
and quality of life for people with disabili-
ties through music, improvisational drama, 
mime, puppetry, movement, dance, creative 
writing and the visual arts. Annually, we 
provide face-to-face arts programming for 
more than 1,900 individuals with disabili-
ties of all ages and across the entire disabil-
ity spectrum. This year is our 30th anniver-
sary of service. Join us in our celebration.

Members of Yid Vicious include, left to right, Kia 
Karlen, Daithi Wolfe, Matt Appleby, David Spies, 
Greg Smith and Geoff Brady. 
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June Brooks, DVM  |  608.204.2700
Beth Wilder, DVM    Sara Greenslit, DVM, CVA

northsideanimalhospital.vetsuite.com
2121 North Sherman Avenue | Madison, WI 53704

Individualized preventative & wellness medicine

Internal medicine

Surgery & dental services

Laser therapy for pain

Prescription foods

Acupuncture & Chinese Herbal Medicine

HOURS
Mon, Wed, Fri: 7:30 am–5:30 pm

Tues & Thurs: 7:30 am–7 pm
Sat: 8 am–Noon
Closed Sundays

House Calls and Palliative Care

Celebrating 10 years in business February 6th.
Now offering Cat Boarding.
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Official College Goal Wisconsin 2016 Sponsor

Get FREE advice  
on completing the FAFSA®

NEED HELP PAYING 
FOR COLLEGE?

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)  
is how you apply for federal grants, low-interest federal 

loans and work-study to pay for college. 

You’ll need financial information and tax forms 
For a complete list of what to bring, visit collegegoalwi.org

If you’re headed to college in 2016, attend one  
of these College Goal Wisconsin events to get  

expert assistance with the FAFSA!

DeForest Area High School
815 Jefferson Street

Edgewood College
1000 Edgewood College Drive

SATURDAY, FEB. 20, 10 A.M.

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

All phases of home remodeling & repair

 ● Additions ● Siding ● Roofi ng ● Garages
 ● Kitchens ● Windows ● Flooring ● Decks & More

Barlow Builders, Inc. proudly supports The River Food Pantry.
Please help those in need. www.riverfoodpantry.org

Thursday
October 14
6-9 pm
At The River
Food Pantry

Tickets available at 
www.riverfoodpantry.org
Proceeds go directly to feeding hungry families.

Celebrating a season
of abundance to
benefit those who
don’t have enough.

Fully insured & licensed • Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE
www.barlowbuildersinc.com

By Melissa McGraw
Great Lakes Higher Education Corp.

An innovative program with roots on 
the Northside is making strides in clos-
ing the achievement gap. This persistent 
issue refers to gaps in academic per-
formance between white students and 
students of color, and between students 
from higher income and lower income 
households. For the past eight years, East 
High School has implemented the AVID/
TOPS program to help all students reach 
their full potential and go to college.

Advancement Via Individual Deter-
mination (AVID) is a national academic 
program focused on organizational 
strategies, study skills, critical think-
ing, tutoring, and career and college 
awareness. In the Madison Metropoli-
tan School District (MMSD), it’s paired 
with Teens of Promise (TOPS), an after-
school initiative of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Dane County. Students benefi t 
from expanded tutoring and advising, 
college fi eld trips, mentoring, paid sum-
mer internships, and opportunities to 
earn college scholarships.

Students of color and students from 
low-income households who are in the 
“academic middle” (averaging Bs and 
Cs) are recruited to AVID/TOPS start-
ing in ninth grade. According to an inde-
pendent evaluation by researchers at the 
University of Wisconsin, AVID/TOPS 
students who spend four years in the 
program are propelled to greater levels 
of achievement. They earn higher GPAs, 
enroll in more advanced placement and 
honors courses, and attend more days of 

school than their peers. After graduation, 
more than 95 percent of participating 
students enroll in college. Many are the 
fi rst in their families to attend college.

“AVID/TOPS is an incredibly positive 
partnership that supports our students in 
consistently achieving academic results, 
graduating from high school and going 
on to college,” MMSD Superintendent 
Jennifer Cheatham said.

The AVID/TOPS program was piloted 
at East High School in 2007 with 28 stu-
dents. Its success has led to expansion 
to 11 of the district’s middle schools, 
including Black Hawk, and the four 

traditional high schools, serving more 
than 1,200 students across Madison.

Northside employer Great Lakes 
Higher Education Corporation & Af-
fi liates has funded TOPS since 2009 
through its education philanthropy to get 
more students to and through college. 
Great Lakes recently committed an ad-
ditional $720,000 to support the program 
through 2018. This three-year grant al-
lows for expanded academic tutoring 
that will help more than 850 students im-
prove their grades in regular, advanced 
placement and honors classes.

“Great Lakes is pleased to continue 
our support of the TOPS program be-
cause of its proven success in narrow-
ing racial and socioeconomic achieve-
ment gaps in our community,” said 
Amy Kerwin, vice president of com-
munity investments at Great Lakes. 
“Our multiyear grant promotes expan-
sion of TOPS services to help greater 
numbers of students graduate with the 
skills and experiences that will help 
them succeed in college.”

“From providing students with inten-
sive academic coaching to arranging fi eld 
trips to colleges across the state, the Boys 
& Girls Club of Dane County would not 
be able to support students on their path 
to college acceptance and graduation 
without the generous support of Great 
Lakes,” said Anne Gillespie, chief aca-
demic offi cer at the Boys & Girls Club. 
“We could not be more grateful and are 
thrilled about our continued partnership 
that will continue to profoundly shape 
the lives of young people.”

Great Lakes is  doing great things for students

Juan Acosta (at whiteboard), an AVID/TOPS student at East High School, works 
with Jose Arvizu-Avila, tutor Karen Kettner, Yee Lee, Nancy Yang and Nan Yang 
to discover solutions to homework problems.
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Calling all East 
alumni — mentors 
needed for McPike 
Scholarship winners

By Craig Karlen
Milton McPike Memorial Scholarship Fund 

On behalf of the Milton McPike Me-
morial Scholarship Fund Steering Com-
mittee, I want to send a huge “thank you” 
to all who have generously supported our 
efforts to get the scholarship fund off the 
ground. We are thrilled to announce that 
the fund has been permanently endowed 
through the Foundation for Madison’s 
Public Schools and fi nished 2015 with a 
fair market value of more than $60,000.

We are excited to help East High of-
fer our fi rst renewable scholarship this 
spring, worth $4,000 ($1,000 each year 
for four years). Current East seniors 
will be considered for this award if they 
complete the general East High School 
Scholarship Application, which opens 
Jan. 6 and closes Feb. 3. This application 
was explained to students at a recent all-
senior meeting; counselors can help with 
individual questions.

We are also proud to share that our fund 
was recently named the recipient of a 
$5,000 grant from the Evjue Foundation, 
which brings us even closer to our ulti-
mate goal of raising $100,000 by the end 
of 2018 — a sum which will allow us to 
offer these scholarships in perpetuity.

In early 2016 we will begin to form 
our mentoring program, so East alumni 
can continue to support scholars through-
out their college years. If you are inter-
ested in learning more about our plans 
for mentoring, please email Craig Kar-
len and the Steering Committee at 
mcpikescholarship@gmail.com. We would 
love to hear from you. Providing a little ex-
tra support is a simple and effective way to 
help young people succeed in college.

We are honored to do our part to con-
tinue the legacy of Milton McPike by 
supporting future East graduates, and 
we are grateful for all your support this 
year. Visit our website (www.mcpike
scholarship.org) and like us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/mcpikescholarship).

For more information and 
online copies of Northside 
News, don’t forget to visit:

NorthsideMadison.org
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By Cynthia Chin 
East High School

East High students and current eighth 
graders are in the process of selecting 
courses for the 2016-17 school year. Be 
sure to investigate all the options and 
think ahead about what can be done 
now to develop skills for a livelihood 
tomorrow. In addition to core academic 
skills, there are many opportunities at 
East to develop cultural competence 
and artistic talent, investigate specific 
career fields, and get a head start on 
earning technical certifications or Mad-
ison College/UW-Madison credits. 

Talk to counselors soon about dual 
credit options, Advanced Placement 
and the Youth Options program, all of 
which enable prepared and motivated 
students to begin their post-secondary 
studies early. For more about Youth 
Options, visit https://cte.madison.k12.
wi.us/youth-options.

Note that high school graduation re-
quirements in the State of Wisconsin 
have changed for students currently 
in grades 9, 10 and 11. In particular, 
math and science requirements have 
increased. Be sure you understand the 
guidelines as you and your student 
choose classes together.

Pi Mile
The Math Club’s annual 5K fundraiser 

for graphing calculators will take place 
May 21. Start your engines.

America Saves Week Feb. 22–27
East students can improve their finan-

cial know-how in math, social studies, 
business, and family and consumer science 
courses. Read that course catalog carefully. 
Learn more by asking a teacher or visit 
www.americasavesweek.org/.

Way to B-ME
This spring,  

East Engineer-
ing students will 
host seventh and 
eighth-grade stu-
dents for several 
afterschool visits 
focusing on edu-
cation and career 
opportunities in 
science, technol-

ogy, engineering and mathematics. A 
November session at East, a December 
visit to the Milwaukee School of Engi-
neering, and the upcoming spring ses-
sions all have biomedical engineering 
as their theme. Sponsors for 2015-16 in-
clude Dane County By Youth For Youth, 
Electronic Theatre Controls (www. 
etcconnect.com) and various fundrais-
ing activities of the Engineering Club. 
Thank you for your support of these lo-
cal organizations. For more information 
about engineering careers, visit www. 
discovere.org, www.egfi-k12.org/, and 
www.fabfems.org/.

Kindergarten enrollment Feb. 1
By Northside News Staff

Kindergarten enrollment for the 
2016-2017 school year is set for Mon-
day, Feb. 1, from 2‒6 pm at your neigh-
borhood elementary school. This enroll-
ment is for both 4-year-old kindergarten 
(4K) and 5-year-old kindergarten (5K).

All children who are 4 years old on 
or before Sept. 1, 2016, and live in the 
Madison Metropolitan School District 
(MMSD) are eligible to participate in 
the 4K program. Children who are re-
ceiving Early Childhood special educa-
tion services do not need to register Feb. 
1, but will need to attend the annual en-
rollment day in August.

4K is a half-day program held at sev-
eral MMSD elementary schools and par-
ticipating early care and education cen-
ters throughout the Madison community. 
4K is not required, and is tuition-free, al-

though there is a $40 consumable materi-
als fee. For more information, visit www.
mmsd.org/4K or call 663-4957

Families who are new to Madison or 
have a child who is starting school with 
the MMSD for the first time need to at-
tend enrollment. If your child attended 
an MMSD 4K or early education pro-
gram, you do not need to attend Feb. 1, 
but you will need to attend the annual 
enrollment day in August. For more in-
formation, call your school office or visit 
www.mmsd.org/kinder.

Families that have an incoming 5K 
student who would like to be consid-
ered for the 2016 MMSD Summer 
School program must fill out an enroll-
ment form and a parent questionnaire by 
March 11. For additional information 
regarding the MMSD Summer School 
program, call 663-1914.

Calling all Northside Makers
By Northside News Staff

Madison’s first ever Maker Faire will 
be Saturday, May 14, at Monona Ter-
race Community and Convention Center. 
This family friendly event showcases the 
amazing work of all kinds and ages of 
makers — anyone who is embracing the 
do-it-yourself (or do-it-together) spirit 
and wants to share their accomplish-
ments with an appreciative audience.

We’re looking for makers like you to 
exhibit at the event. There is no cost 
for individuals to demonstrate at the 
Faire. If you have creations you want 
to sell to the public, there is a $100 fee 
to participate.

Are you involved in: robotics, textile 
arts and crafts, homegrown drones, bi-
cycles, Arduino projects, unusual tools 
or machines, space projects, interactive 
or large-scale art projects, 3D printers, 

e-textiles, rockets and remote-control 
toys, sustainability and green technol-
ogy, radios, vintage computers and game 
systems, electronics, electric vehicles, 
science, biology/biotech or chemistry 
projects, puppets, kites or other whimsi-
cal creations, music performances and 
participation?

Visit our website (http://makerfaire 
madison.com/) and scroll to the link at 
“Please complete your entry HERE” to tell 
us about yourself and your project. We re-
quest exhibits that are interactive and that 
highlight the process of making things.

Notifications of acceptance are on a 
rolling basis. Participation is not guaran-
teed. Registrations via the Maker Faire 
website will be accepted through March 
31. To sign up for email updates about 
Maker Faire, go to http://makerfairemad-
ison.com.

… AND MOREMATH … 
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Selling homes for as low as a
4% total commission!

Call Lori today for a “no-pressure” 
appointment and get a free pricing analysis!

Lori Morrissey
Attorney/Realtor©

Waunakee, WI

J & M Services
HOME REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

� Landscaping � Handyman
� Remodeling � Small Engine Repair
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    Hardware Center 
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here is an injustice everywhere

Call for a free initial consultation

1837 Aberg Ave. • Madison
westmont@westmontlaw.net

608.244.9494

Estate Planning and Probate • Family Law 
Elder Law • Criminal Defense • Juvenile Law

Vera Court and Wheels for Winners
Thank you to Wheels for Winners, a local nonprofi t that provides refurbished bikes 
to children in Dane County. Vera Court Neighborhood Center was the lucky recipient 
of more than 20 bikes to provide to the youth in their community center programs.
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Troop 127 enjoys benefi ts of connecting with nature
By Julie Laundrie
Boy Scout  Troop 127

Most of us who were around before cell 
phones and digital devices spent lots of 
hours in our own backyards and commu-
nity parks. In the digital age, we may fi nd 
ourselves and our families without any des-
ignated time for simple activities in nature. 
The reconnection to the natural world of my 
childhood has been the biggest benefi t for 
me as an active scouting parent. I’d forgot-
ten what I got out of time spent in the woods. 
Now that I have reconnected, I understand 
what studies have said about the health ben-
efi ts of being outside more.

By spending time outside, you can reduce 
stress and anxiety and improve your physi-
cal and mental health. Provide yourself and 
your family with an opportunity to be one 
with the natural world to just breathe and 
experience the health benefi ts of time in the 
woods or at a park or natural area. We are 
blessed in Wisconsin to have many desig-
nated state parks and natural areas, as well 
as many great parks in Dane County. 

Make a pledge to yourself and your 
family to have at least one nature outing 
a month in 2016. Here at Troop 127, we 
make that goal a reality with an outdoor 
activity at least once a month throughout 
the year in our scout lead troop.

Sometimes we connect with nature 
in service to our community. Recently, 
James Hughes and a crew of Troop 127 
families and friends added shade trees 
to the new playground structure area at 
Blackhawk Middle School as a part of his 
Eagle Scout project work. It was inter-
esting to learn the proper way to plant a 
tree from a local arborist. Bailey Sargent 
conducted a work day to build native bee 
habitats that will be placed throughout 
the Northside to strengthen our biodiver-
sity and natural growing process. 

Troop 127 meets every Thursday at 6:30 
pm at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, and Cub 
Scout Pack 127 meets every Monday at 
6:30 pm at Sherman Avenue United Meth-
odist Church. Both meetings are open and 
welcoming to all interested families.

Troop 127 Boy Scouts take a break after a long hike to Balanced Rock during 
an April camping trip at Devil’s Lake State Park. Left to right: Ross Wiedenbeck, 
Terrell Washington, Garrett Smyth, Miller Kimball, Andre Hermes. 
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Mendota blanket project warms families
By Lauri Lee
Northside News

Mendota Elementary scholars in grades 
4K to fi fth grade helped make more than 
80 fl eece-tied blankets to give to the Salva-
tion Army’s Warming House in December 
2015. Mendota’s newly formed Innovation 
Committee provided the sense of com-
munity to pull off this schoolwide service 
project. On Dec. 17, one student from each 
classroom proudly delivered the blankets 

to the shelter for families in preparation for 
the nearly 150 individuals who would sleep 
there that night, with temperatures dropping 
low enough to open the Warming House 
to families for the fi rst time in the 2015-16 
winter season. Kids at Hope, a belief system 
that all children are capable of success, in-
spired the project.  Mendota’s philosophy is 
for children to realize that, even at a young 
age, they have the power to make a positive 
difference in their community. 
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