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By Brandon Tewalt
Ani DiFranco once said, “I know there 

is strength in the differences between us. I 
know there is comfort, where we overlap.” 
As a Northside community, rich with cul-
ture and history, our strength as a commu-
nity can be seen through our expression of 
gratitude and thanks toward one another.

Recently Black Hawk Middle School (a 
Madison Metropolitan School) under the 
administration of Principal Sean Storch, 
hosted a “Cultural Dinner” in honor of 
their school motto: “One School, Many 
Cultures.” Black Hawk’s Cultural Dinner 
was a product of collective efforts between 
students, parents, teachers and a compila-
tion of restaurants.

Early in the 
month of Decem-
ber, community 
members were 
invited to express 
the dynamics 
of their culture 
through food and 
ethnic artifacts. 
As things came 
together, so did 

the collective efforts from our commu-
nity. On Dec. 18, Black Hawk’s library 
was transformed into an expression of 
history and culture through music, art 
and food. Black Hawk’s Cultural Dinner 
served close to 60 students and 30 adults 
from throughout the community thanks 
to their volunteers and donors.

Now that the holidays have come and 

gone, be sure to take a moment to step 
back and reflect on who you truly are. 
Remember your family; they are the ones 
who have molded you into the great per-
son you are. Reach out to the elderly; they 
are the ones who carry our history. Lastly, 
thank those who you normally pass over; 
life is composed of many pieces to our 
puzzle and each piece should be equally 
recognized and honored.

Special thanks to: Cooper’s Tavern, 
Brocach, TGI Friday’s, Sa-Bai Thong, 
Benvenuto’s, P.F. Chang’s, Applebee’s, 
Daisy Café & Cupcakery, EssenHaus and 
Erin’s Sung Irish Pub. 

Dane County  Parent Council • 2096 Red Arrow Trl • Madison, WI 53711 • (608)275-6740
Head Start is a federally funded program that serves low income families in Dane and Green Counties

We Offer:
• A FREE Preschool Program for Children ages 3-5 

Children must be 3 on or before September 1, 2013
• Nutritious Meals and Snacks
• Family Services
• Special Services for those with Disabilities/Special Needs
• Health Services
• Transportation within our service areas
• Full Day Child Care for Families with a Child Care Subsidy

(Transportation not provided for most full day programs, there is a parent  co-pay)

Space is Limited– 
Call Today

For more information or to 
fill out an application call:

 (608)275-6740
www.dcpcinc.org

Hablamos Español

We are excited to be 
a community provider of mmSd’S 4K program!

Now enrolling for Fall 2013!

Scrambled eggs, pancakes, ham, 
bacon, biscuits & gravy

Tickets available in advance and the 
day of the event at Benvenuto’s

Saturday, March 23
8-10:30 am

$6 Adults/$4 Kids
Benvenuto’s Italian Grill

1849 Northport Dr.

Sponsored by Northside Business Association. Net proceeds to benefit Northside food pantries.

Save the date!

Mark the calendar now

Children

By Heather Wilde 
Great Lakes Higher Education Guaranty Corporation

Now is the time to complete the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). The FAFSA is the only way to 
qualify for federal grants, work-study aid 
and low-interest student loans, as well as 
many other types of financial aid.

Experts will be on hand to help you 
complete the FAFSA at two College 
Goal Wisconsin events in Madison dur-
ing the weekend of Feb. 23-24.

These free events can offer help in get-
ting your FAFSA completed before your 
college’s priority date. By meeting this 
deadline, you’ll be able to qualify for the 
most financial aid possible, as some aid 
is awarded on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Most priority dates fall somewhere 
between March 1 and April 15, but ask 
your college of choice when their prior-
ity date is.

Other important points to know about 
the FAFSA:

Be aware that regardless of income 
or type of college, almost every student 
qualifies for some type of aid. 

Save yourself time by remembering to 
“Bring 6 to Submit.” These are the items 
of information for students and parents 
that you’ll need to complete the FAFSA: 

• Social Security numbers
• Dates: birth, death, marriage and divorce 
• 2012 W2s and tax returns
• Most recent bank statements
• Amounts of any other income
• Value of any other assets

You can complete the application on-
line at FAFSA.gov. The electronic FAF-
SA is faster, easier and lets you transfer 
your tax information directly onto the 
form. In fact, for most students using 
FAFSA.gov, completing the FAFSA 
takes an average of just 22 minutes. 

Upcoming College Goal  
Wisconsin Events 

Madison College
1701 Wright St. 
Sunday, Feb. 24, 2 pm
Edgewood College
1000 Edgewood College Ave.
Main Entrance
Saturday, Feb.23, 2 pm
For more information:
CollegeGoalWI.org

College financial 
aid deadlines
Get free FAFSA help close to homeBy Karen Seno

Children and parents enjoyed an eve-
ning of science fun Nov. 8 at the Kennedy 
Heights Community Center. The event be-
gan with a family dinner, and was followed 
by experiments and presentations led by 
scientists from the University of Wisconsin 
and Edgewood College.  

Kennedy Heights’ students are part of a 
city-wide project designed to narrow the 
achievement gap in science that exists for 
low-income and minority students. Ken-
nedy Heights is one of six community 
centers participating in the three-year 
project, funded by a $330,000 grant from 
the Madison Community Foundation. 
The project is called COMETS: Creating 
Opportunity in Math, Engineering, Tech-
nology and Science.

Kennedy Heights’ students do hands-
on science work in after-school pro-
grams twice weekly. Students studied 
water last fall, and are studying engi-
neering this year.

Science Night at Kennedy Heights Community Center
COMETS: Creating Opportunity in Math, Engineering, Technology and Science

Black Hawk Middle School Celebration of Culture

Students partake of ethnic food at Celebration of Culture, a special event honoring 
Black Hawk Middle School’s motto: One School, Many Cultures.

Hands-on science experiments are a significant part of the COMETS program.
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By Jerrod Buckner
Life As A Boy (LAAB) is 

a young boys group for third 
through fi fth grade students with-
in the Vera Court Neighborhood 
Center. LAAB has been around 
for the past eight years develop-
ing young boys into young men, 
helping guide them and working 
to support their education.

Recently the boys have been 
focusing on a nutrition unit. This 
involved learning about food, 
what’s healthy to the body, and 
exercise. They just earned an 
overnight lock-in, which they 
were excited to share with vol-
unteers from the 
Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity. 

The boys wel-
come men of all 
ages who would 
like to volunteer 
their time, shar e 
stories from their 
childhood, their 
favorite games and experiences as a 
child, and build the positive atmosphere 
of Life as a Boy. Time with the men of 
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity has been 
amazing for the boys and we look for-
ward to many more growing experiences 
in 2013.

To volunteer contact Jerrod Buckner at 
246-8372 or jerrodjroc@gmail.com.

Life as a Boy mentorship

● Hardware & Software Repair
● Data Recovery and Backup
● Virus and Worm Removal
● Wireless & Wired Networks
● Printer Setup and Repair

● Turn-Key Web Sites!
● Operating System Upgrade
● Software Upgrades
● Individual and Group Training
● Reasonable Rates

● All Work Guaranteed

Professional Services From a Neighbor You Trust TM

TM

Formerly Doctor Dave Computer Services

268-7178
CommPC.com

Electrical needs? 
Call your neighborhood electrician!
No job too small!
Cross off your “honey-do” list!

 Service upgrades
 Panel changes
 Code violations
 Hot tubs
 Furnaces
 Ceiling fans
 Remodeling
 Kitchens
 Bathrooms
 Air conditioning
 Phone
 Cable TV
 Computer wiring

Mark Blankenship
State Certified Master Electrician, Licensed & Insured

cell 212.1552 office 249.3373
Northside resident for over 35 years

Free estimates

Senior citizen 
discounts

NORTHSIDE
ELECTRIC
Quality  Dependable

We Provide Flat
Screen TV
Installation.

Angie’s List
Super Service 
Award Winner

By Megan Pitts
Vera Court Girl Neighborhood 

Power Coordinator

Madison is home to many 
powerful women and some 
fortunate young women in 
middle school are getting to 
meet many of them. Through-
out November, the Girl 
Neighborhood Power Pro-
gram of Vera Court Neigh-
borhood Center explored the 
world of prominent women in 
the community.

Upstanding female role 
models such as State Representative Ta-
mara Grigsby and Milele Chikasa Anana, 
the publisher of Umoja Magazine, were 

two guest speakers the girls were privi-
leged to hear. The girls were also encour-
aged to interview prominent women they 
identifi ed within their own lives, such as 
family members, friends and educators.

As a part of the Prominent Women 
unit girls are trying their hand in photog-
raphy. They were broken up into groups 
at the beginning of the month and each 
group was given a disposable camera to 
rotate among the members. Each par-
ticipant is taking pictures of the women 
they consider powerful and important to 
them. Keep your eyes on the Vera Court 
Neighborhood Center Facebook page for 
more information on an upcoming pho-
tography show that will be hosted by our 
Girl Neighborhood Power girls in honor 
of these women.

Girl Neighborhood Power Program 
study prominent women in community

Serving Madison’s Northside

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Lakeview Office Building

1410 Northport Drive
(Across the street from Culvers)

McKinney Dental
(608) 249-6511

Orthodontic Specialists 
of Madison, S.C.

(608) 249-2990

Orthodontic Specialists 
New 
 Patients 
  Welcome!

THE BOYS AND GIRLS OF VERA COURT

Milele Chikasa Anana, the publisher of Umoja Maga-
zine, engages girls in Vera Court Power Program.

Volunteers from Alpha Phi Alpha make an over-
night lock-in fun for participants in the Life as a 
Boy Mentorship program.

State Representative, Tamara Grigsby with 
the girls of Vera Court Power Program

— Photos submitted by Patrick Schrank
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Lakeview Lutheran Church
High School Youth Fundraiser

Fat Tuesday • Feb 12
Serving from 5:00 to 6:30 pm

Traditional New Orleans Red Beans and Rice, Salad, 
French Bread, Fried Beignets, Chicory Café Au Lait, Milk

Adults-$8, Age 10 and under $5
Advanced Tickets only  at Lakeview office 244-6181 or from youth

Project Learning Tree® (PLT), the envi-
ronmental education program of the Amer-
ican Forest Foundation, recently awarded 
a $1,000 GreenWorks! grant to Lake View 
Elementary. With the grant, students will 
design and construct a rain garden and ex-
pand their schoolyard science program.

The rain garden is part of a larger plan 
to revitalize the school site, which includes 
restoring woodlands and creating usable 
outdoor spaces for enjoyment and learn-
ing. Volunteer landscape architects, natu-
ral resource professionals, environmental 
education groups and other community 
organizations are assisting with the project. 
Students will use the outdoors for science, 
math, reading, writing and art classes.  

As the service-learning component to 
their study of water, fourth and fifth grade 
students will research, prepare and plant a 
rain garden, using rain barrels and native 
plant species to reduce runoff. They will 
also present a play for younger students to 
share what they have learned.

“The majority of our school’s students 
live in apartments, and they spend little time 
outdoors once they are home,” said Susan 
Hobart, grade 4-5 teacher at Lake View El-

ementary School. “Building the outdoors 
into our curriculum engages students with 
a variety of learning styles, and gives chil-
dren an opportunity to spend more time 
outside, lead a more active lifestyle and 
develop an understanding and appreciation 
for how the natural world works.”

This grant was one of 29 grants awarded 
to schools and youth organizations in 17 
states and the District of Columbia. PLT 
GreenWorks! engages educators, students 
and their communities in “learning-by-

doing” environmental stewardship proj-
ects. “GreenWorks! is the service-learning 
component of Project Learning Tree,” said 
Jaclyn Stallard, PLT manager of education 
programs. “In these student-driven proj-
ects, youth become personally responsible 
for improving their environment, taking 
what they learn in the classroom and ap-
plying it to their own communities.”

For more information about PLT in Wis-
consin, contact Janet Hutchens at janet.
hutchens@wisconsin.gov or 261-8453.

Lake View Elementary receives grant to 
construct rain garden

By Toby Carlson

Boy Scout Troop 29 will be hosting 
its annual Chili Supper on Friday, Feb. 
1, from 4-7 pm, at the Bashford Unit-
ed Methodist Church, located at 329 
North Street in Madison. Enjoy sever-
al varieties of chili (including vegetar-
ian and gluten-free) with toppings, rel-
ishes, bread, and a beverage at an “all 

you can eat” meal. The cost is $7.50 
for adults and $4 for children (age 11 
and under). Quarts of chili for takeout 
will also be available. A $1.00/person 
discount (on dine-in chili meals only) 
will be offered to those who bring non-
perishable items for the Bashford Food 
Pantry. Chili Supper proceeds support 
troop activities and scholarships.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 W
en

dy
 M

ur
kv

e

Submitted by  
Madison Metropolitan School District

It’s time to regis-
ter for the 2013-14 
Madison Metropolitan 
School District Four-
Year-Old Kindergar-
ten (4K) program. 
MMSD 4K continues 

to be offered free-of-charge at the fol-
lowing north/eastside early care and edu-
cation centers and elementary schools:

• Big Oak Childcare
• East Head Start and CC
• Emerson Elementary School
• Gompers Elementary School 
• Goodman Community Center 
• Hawthorne Elementary School
• Kennedy Heights Neighborhood 

Center
• KinderCare-Londonderry 
• Lapham Elementary School
• Lowell Elementary School
• Mendota Elementary School
• Madison College-Truax
• Northport Head Start
• Packers Head Start
• Preschool Enrichment Program-

Head Start
• Red Caboose Day Care Center
• Sandburg Elementary School
• YMCA-East

All children who are four years old on 
or before Sept. 1 and live in the Madison 
Metropolitan School District are eligible 
to participate in the 4K program free of 
charge. Registration begins Feb. 4 from 
1-6 pm at all MMSD elementary schools. 
Registration for 4K remains open through-
out the school year, but it is advantageous 
to register as early as possible. Transpor-
tation is provided by MMSD to specific 
sites. For more information, visit mmsd.
org/4K  or call (608) 442-2933. 

The fall of 2013 will mark the third 
consecutive year that 4K is offered to 
the Madison community, and it has 
been very well received. Jayne Carey-
Ahlswede, whose son attended MMSD 
Four-Year-Old Kindergarten in 2011-12, 
feels strongly that her son’s 4K experi-
ence helped prepare him for kindergar-
ten. “His 4K teachers were wonderful, 
and they were very good at communicat-
ing expectations for him. The curriculum 
was great, and everything was very well 
organized. He made a lot of friends and 
has been hanging on to them in elemen-
tary school.”

Register now for 
Four-Year-Old 
Kindergarten

Weed l Dig l Plant
Prune l Mulch l Design
Garden Restorations
BILL JOLIN
608-242-0712

Help in tHe Garden
B & Z LANDSCAPE

By Bryce Meyer  
Besides camping, swimming and rock 

climbing, Boy Scouts of Troop 23 con-
tinue to serve the Northside Madison 
community with hours of cheerful ser-
vice. Members of Troop 23 could be seen 
during the Earth Day cleanup of Chero-
kee Marsh and helping out at “Ride the 
Drive” in August 2012. 

Troop 23 stays connected with Cub 
Scout Pack 127 and entertained the youth 
at the Pack’s First Nighter and Open 
House. They also led a Workshop for the 
Webelos Scouts, helping them earn the 
Art and Traveler Webelos pins.

The Troop is sponsored by St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church, located at 5001 N. 
Sherman Ave. and helps the Church and 
the Knight’s of Columbus with their pan-
cake breakfasts and spaghetti dinners. 

The Scouts also participated in the 
“Scouting for Food” drive held in the 
spring and the Second Harvest food 
drive held at the Oscar Mayer employee 
holiday party. During the holiday season, 
Scouts could be seen ringing bells for 
the Salvation Army at Pierce’s Northside 
Market. Even during the recent blizzard, 
Scouts helped dig out area fire hydrants 

Troop 23’s Boy Scouts provide cheerful service 

Scouts help serve at St. Peter’s Pancake Breakfast, a service they provide for the 
church that sponsors Troop 23.

for Madison firefighters, so they’d be ac-
cessible if needed. 

Scouting activities are fun, and giv-
ing cheerful service is rewarding and 
satisfying. The Troop was recently 
recognized for its hours of commu-

nity service at The Northside Planning 
Council’s 2012 North Star Awards cer-
emony. If you are interested in learning 
more about Scouting, contact Scout-
master Wendy Murkve at 244-7915 or 
bsat23scoutmaster@yahoo.com. 

Troop 29 – 68th Annual Chili Supper
Friday, Feb. 1 • 4-7pm
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 By Dan Tortorice  
Northside News

The topic of sustainable living and en-
ergy conservation reaches across many 
areas of study, both inside the classroom 
and outdoors. It includes science, tech-
nology, home management and eco-
nomics. And with the threat of global 
warming, you can put in botany and cli-
matology as well. 

It’s probably fair to say that those of us 
who are adults now have lived through the 
“easy times” of dealing with sustainability 
issues and that our children will face big-
ger risks than we did. So, we clearly need 
to educate students now on the complex is-
sues they will face later. Is it possible for all 
generations to join in this effort?

Lake View Elementary School, along 
with other Northside schools, is planning 
to take on this challenge by moving part of 
their curriculum right into the woods that 
surround the school, creating an outdoor 
classroom. Fourth-fifth -grade teacher Su-
san Hobart noted that “Lake View has re-
ceived grants from several sources to cre-
ate its environmental education program. 
In the spring we will have an old fashioned 
barn raising to begin construction of a 
pavilion  that will be used for instruction 
and food preparation in our growing gar-
den program.“Madison Public Schools has 
already designated Lake View as a pilot 
school for energy education, one of three 
in the city, and will act on approving the 
pavilion in February.

At Lake View we have wonderful woods 
surrounding our school. This project gives 
us the opportunity of bringing those woods 
into our curriculum,” said Hobart.

The pavilion will be located just to the 
west of the school building. It will consist 
of a slanted roof mounted on posts and 
beams. There will be a passive solar water 
heater mounted on the roof for performing 
kitchen and gardening tasks. Water runoff 
from the roof will go into barrels and a rain 
garden that is currently being designed by 
students at the school. The floor will be 
made from bark chips repurposed from 

Whether your child is in first grade or 12th, high school graduation 
is just around the corner. Fortunately, Edward Jones can help you 
put together a strategy to save and pay for college. Using our 
education funding tool, we can estimate future expenses at more 
than 3,000 schools and then recommend a financial strategy 
based on your unique needs. Remember, the longer you put off 
preparing for college, the harder it’ll be to pay for it.

Graduation Is No Time to Learn 
You Haven’t Saved  

 Enough for College. 

For a free, personalized college cost report, call or 
visit today.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor
.

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Ben Crutcher
Financial Advisor
.

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Kevin M Faulkner
Financial Advisor
.

301 N Sherman Ave Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

Jeffrey A. Prebish
Financial Advisor

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Ben Crutcher
Financial Advisor

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Kevin M. Faulkner
Financial Advisor

301 N. Sherman Avenue
Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

www.edwardjones.com    Member SIPC

When it comes to the number of retirement accounts you have, 
the saying “more is better” is not necessarily true. In fact, if 
you hold multiple accounts with various brokers, it can be 
difficult to keep track of your investments and to see if you’re 
properly diversified.* At the very least, multiple accounts usually 
mean multiple fees. 

Bringing your accounts to Edward Jones could help solve all 
that. Plus, one statement can make it easier to see if you’re 
moving toward your goals. 

Having More Retirement 
Accounts Is Not The Same 
As Having More Money.

To learn why consolidating your retirement  
accounts to Edward Jones makes sense, call  
your local financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

*Diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against loss.

Ben Crutcher
Financial Advisor
.

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor
.

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Kevin M Faulkner
Financial Advisor
.

301 N Sherman Ave Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

Lake View Elementary moves learning outside

Drs. Brent McNabb, Ross Royster,
Dan Soderholm, Justin Rodriguez 
2205 North Sherman Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

244-0044

What’s your plumbing project?
New Construction   Remodel   Repairs   Leaks   Gas Piping

Scott Chapman
Owner & Northside Resident

608-513-9241
Various payment options available     MP# 668208

A pavilion that will be constructed this spring will be used for out-
door instruction and food preparation in Lake View Elementary 
School’s growing garden program. 

S1SITE PLAN

12/28/12LAKEVIEW ELEMENTRY

Copyright © 2012 HIRSCH GROUP, LLC

14 North Allen Street
Madison, WI 53726-3924

tehirsch@gmail.com

Thomas Hirsch, FAIA

(C) 608.332.7797
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invasive plant species removed from the 
primarily oak woods. There will be picnic 
tables for seating. An active solar com-
ponent is being contemplated to generate 
power for the LED lighting and math/sci-
ence research as funding is sought. Willy 
Street Co-p and Group Health Cooperative 
through the Dane County Healthy Com-
munities Program have provided funds to 
purchase outdoor kitchen prep tables and 
sink. 

Hobart has been amazed at the interest 
students have shown in this project.

“What began as a science class has grown 
into a total school venture. Students race to 
the woods at recess to pull out buckhorn 
and haul bark chips. They are the leaders, 
and we are the facilitators. It doesn‘t get 
any better than that in education.”

She has a theory that a lot of students 
who live in apartments are not able to 
spend a lot of time outdoors but may come 
from families who did things like farm-
ing and gardening in past generations. 
She feels they are kind of “hard-wired” 
to really progress quickly when given the 
chance to experience a natural setting. 
This can give the school an opportunity 
to make progress with “achievement 
gaps” and get more parents involved in 

the school.
Parental and vol-

unteer involvement 
was very strong 
right from the start 
of this project. Tom 
Hirsch volunteered 
the architectural 
plans for the struc-
ture. Keith Warnke, 
a Lake View par-
ent, helped with 
funding ideas and 
researched plants 
in the area. Evan 
Slocum and the 
Urban Tree Alli-
ance created a map 
of every tree in the 
woods. The map is 

searchable for each tree and available on-
line at www.urbantreealliance.org/lake-
view. Tim Connor, parent and contractor 
is coordinating the pavilion construction. 
An active parent group led by Northsider, 
Vesna Vuynovich Kovach, works with the 
garden group (see http://lakeviewgarden.
blogspot.com/).

A large number of governmental and 
private institutions have been involved 
as well. These include the D.N.R., the 
National Forestry Service, UW Arbore-
tum and Grass Roots Outdoor Wonder 
(GROW), which is a coalition of envi-
ronmental education groups working 
with the Madison School District. 

According to Hobart, “You don’t real-
ly have to know everything to get some-
thing like this started. You just have to 
rally the resources, and we have a lot of 
those in Dane County.”

As she talked about the outdoor class-
room, it became clear just how inclusive 
this kind of project can become for a 
school and community. The outdoor set-
ting can be just as beneficial for creating 
art projects or creative writing as well as 
science and ecology.

Yet another inclusive part of the future 
of the school and its woods will come with 
the development of Independent Living 
Inc.’s purchase of the large tract of land to 
the east of Lake View. The planned devel-
opment will be called Northside Prairie 
Senior Living Community.

According to director Rita Giovan-
noni of Independent Living, “We look 
forward to developing a strong relation-
ship with the school and staff. It’s our 
sincere hope that a number of creative 
intergenerational projects can be devel-
oped to enrich the lives of both the chil-
dren and older adults who will soon be 
neighbors.”

It’s really exciting to see these kinds 
of powerful energetic and creative forces 
coming together here on the Northside. 
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By Marge Pitts

People see the value of teaching chil-
dren about gardening. What better way to 
teach science than to explore how seeds 
sprout and fl owers become fruit right in 
front of your nose? How better to teach 
ecology than to reveal the vast, interde-
pendent web of life in soil? What about 
instilling social values, like how work-
ing together accomplishes much more 
than working alone? And inspiring self-
esteem, when children discover that each 
of them can do something uniquely useful 
to help in a shared garden?  

The best place to teach children such 
things is a school garden. But building 
school gardens independently from one 
another is hard — school’s out in the 
summer, when the gardens need tending; 
teachers may not know how to start or 
where to fi nd resources; principals may 
be reluctant to support a school gar-
den if they feel it will lack buy-in from 
parents and the community. In short, it 
takes a team to get school gardens off the 
ground, or into it in the fi rst place.

Community GroundWorks (CGW) is a 
key player on just such a team. As a mem-
ber of the GrassRoots/OutdoorWonder 
(GROW) Coalition, which formed in 2011, 
CGW and its partners  — the Madison Met-
ropolitan School District, Community Ac-
tion Coalition, Sustain Dane and the UW-
Extension — are thrilled to announce a 
major award from the Madison Communi-
ty Foundation to support outdoor, garden-

based learning in 15 Dane County schools 
over the next three years.

The GROW Coalition will work with 
fi ve schools per year to foster garden de-
sign and installation, engage communities 
to maintain gardens, and provide profes-
sional development for teachers interested 
in using gardens as vehicles for learning. 

Nathan Larson, CGW’s Education Direc-
tor, is working closely on this project. His 
experience over 11 years crafting the Kids’ 
Garden Program at Troy Gardens brings 
best practices in garden-based curricula and 

hands-on knowledge of how to increase 
the capacity of schools to support garden 
programming. Through his leadership, 
CGW’s Kids’ Garden Program spawned 
the Goodman Youth Grow Local Farm: 
a collaboration among CGW, the school 
district and the Goodman Foundation that 
supports a small-scale organic urban farm 
involving youth from Kennedy Elemen-
tary School, East High School and the 
Goodman Community Center. 

CGW has been at the forefront of creating 
a learning community devoted to garden-

We can help you design the 
perfect gift for your loved one!

Ask us about our Monthly Specials • Gift Certificates available by phone

Serenity Salon & Day Spa 
608-246-2002

1857 Northport Dr.  •  Northside TownCenter
Madison WI 53704

madisonserenitysalonanddayspa.com

Growing children with vegetables: 
The ABC’s of a school gardens partnership

Internships available
Community GroundWorks has 

internships available in organic 
agriculture, natural areas restora-
tion and environmental education. 
We offer both paid and volunteer 
internships at Troy Gardens and at 
our other sites in Madison. 

Learn about our organic vegeta-
ble farm, natural areas, kids’ gar-
den youth farm positions and fi nd 
an application on our website at 
communitygroundworks.org.

Neighbor and frequent visitor to the Community GroundWorks’ Kid’s Garden, Wink, 
the corgi checks out the chicken coop after the December snowstorm.
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Community Reinvestment Fund (CRF) Grants Available
Cooperative Principle #7: “Concern for Community” is the primary motivation for the CRF. Since 
1992, Willy Street Co-op has awarded over $283,000 in grants that support a diverse array of 
projects in the areas of food, nutrition, health/well being, sustainable agriculture, cooperative 
education and social change. Past projects receiving grants have included school community 
gardens, construction of herb window boxes for 
distribution through a food pantry, and cooking and nutrition activities for kids.

The primary focus of this funding is providing grants to local, nonprofit groups with limited 
access to funding. In 2011, the committee received 47 applications and made 22 awards 
totaling $25,000.

Grant applications and further information can be downloaded from www.willystreet.coop/CRF. 
If you have questions or need more information, contact Lynn Olson, Director of Co-op 
Services, at (608) 237-1217.

Application deadline is 9:30 pm 
February 28th, 2013

Willy West: 6825 University Ave., Middleton • (608) 284-7800

Willy East: 1221 Williamson St., Madison • (608) 251-6776

Open 7:30 am- 9:30 pm daily • www.wi l lystreet.coop

based education. Larson developed a pro-
fessional development course for educators, 
which CGW has offered for the past four 
summers, serving over 100 educators. Next 
summer, CGW will launch a Garden Based 
Learning Summer Institute, a more in-depth 
version of what they’ve done in the past.

With crucial support from the Madi-
son Community Foundation, the GROW 
Coalition will share ideas and resources, 
encourage participation by diverse groups 
of youth and families, and build on as-
sets that already exist in Greater Madi-
son. They will work to shape systems and 
policy in our community to incorporate 
sustainability as a key component of high-
quality education for the 21st century.

Note: some of the information in this 
article came from the websites of the 
Madison Community Foundation and 
the GROW Coalition. 

Resident Kathleen says: “I love living at Sherman Glen.
Our community has lovely, light fi lled apartments with beautiful 

landscaping. Every fl oor has a sitting area with cozy alcoves, walls lined 
with bookshelves and comfy chairs that are perfect for afternoon reading 

or visiting with a friend. We greatly benefi t by having professional 
experienced management on the premises.

I love living here.”

Heat and underground
parking included

Senior Living Age 55+

Professionally managed by
Oakbrook Corporation

Love Living at Sherman GlenLove Living at Sherman Glen

Call Marianne for a personal tour

608-241-1190

www.shermanglenapts.com
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By Jan Axelson
On Dec. 6, 2012, the city of Madi-

son gained ownership of 5.8 acres to 
add to Cherokee Marsh Conservation 
Park. Designated the Wheeler Tri-
angle in the City’s Cherokee Special 
Area Plan, the three-sided parcel lies 
on the northwest corner of Wheeler 
Road and Comanche Way.

The parcel’s west and north edges 
border the conservation park’s south 
unit. As Jim Welsh of the Natural Heri-
tage Land Trust pointed out, “Cherokee 
Marsh is the largest wetland in Dane 
County and is one of the highest-quality, 
too; the Wisconsin Wetlands Associa-
tion named it a wetland gem in 2009.”

The purchase relied on contributions 
from many sources. The Natural Heri-
tage Land Trust applied for grant funds 
and coordinated the purchase. Land 
owner Dennis Tiziani of Cherokee Park, 
Inc., agreed to sell the property for less 
than its appraised value. Funding came 
from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

DEBRA

C
O

M
AN

C
H

E

WHEELER

MONICA

D
E

LA
W

A
R

E

GOLF COURSE
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technology solutions for business
enjoy5nines.com

$30 OFF

Installation of a

New Water Heater

Purchased

from Fox Water

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1953

1017 N. Sherman Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

608.244.6215
www.foxwater.com

Ray T. Mayne, Owner
�
�
�
�

Fox Water Softeners

Water Heaters

Water Coolers

Nicolet Bottled Water
   
   Bottled Water Distributor)

(Fox is the Nicolet 5-Gallon

Not valid with any other offer.
Coupon expires 4/30/2013.

1017 N. Sherman Ave.
244.6215

www.foxwater.com

$30 OFF
Installation of a

Fox Water Softener
Reg. $80, now $50 with coupon.

Rental or Sale Unit
New Installs Only
Basic Installation

�
�

Not valid with any other offer.
Coupon expires 4/30/2013.

1017 N. Sherman Ave.
244.6215

www.foxwater.com

�

Land to be added to Cherokee 
Marsh Conservation Park

Program, the Dane County Conserva-
tion Fund, the City of Madison and 
members of Natural Heritage Land 
Trust. The Friends of Cherokee Marsh 
helped generate crucial local support.

Most of the parcel is wooded, with 
a mowed strip along Wheeler Road. 
Madison Parks’ Conservation Resourc-
es Manager Russ Hefty reports that in 
the short term, Parks plans to maintain 
the mowed area. In the woods, a prior-
ity will be to remove female box elder 
trees to prevent their seeds from sprout-
ing in nearby areas of restored prairie 
and open oak woods. In time, following 
staff and community discussions, Parks 
will develop a long-term management 
plan for the parcel.

With the addition of the Wheeler Tri-
angle, the City of Madison has added 
363 acres to Cherokee Marsh Conser-
vation Park since 2008. The acquisi-
tions were possible because the partners 
named above know the value of protect-
ing our Northside wetland gem.

The Wheeler Triangle is the latest addition to Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park. 
Source: City of Madison Department of Planning and Community and Economic 
Development

BUY LOCAL
• Custom Printed & Embroidered Apparel
• Corporate Wearables, Team Uniforms

• Signs and Promotional Products

Call 242-2992

312 N. Third St., Madison, WI
www.highimpactmadison.com

HigH impact apparel
Everything you need to promote your identity.
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By David Carpenter

Madison’s Northside Artists Group 
(NSAG) has recently completed a success-
ful year with two popular art shows. The 
second annual Warner Park Art Show 
was held from Sept. 17–Nov. 19, 2012 at 
the Warner Park Community Recreation 
Center. Sixteen artists from the Northside 
presented 22 paintings, drawings ceram-
ics and photographs. One oil painting by 
Ady Stahl was sold in the course of the 
show. A reception for the artists and pub-
lic organized by Susan Hoffman was held 
on the evening of Sept. 28.

At the invitation of Absolutely Art Gal-
lery owner, Meghan Blake Horst, the 
NSAG presented a show of their art at the 
gallery and at Café Zoma located next door 
to the gallery. Absolutely Art is located 
at 2322 Atwood Ave. on Madison’s east 
side. The show took place from Nov. 2 to 
Dec. 2, 2012. It featured the work of 18 
Northside artists. Approximately 50 works 
of art were featured in the show. Two mo-
saic pieces by Megan Cain were sold dur-
ing the show. A reception for the artists 
was held on Nov. 2, featuring music by 
Michelle DuVall and catering by Bunky’s. 

The Northside Artists Group was 
formed in 2010 for the purpose of rep-

resenting artists who live or work on 
Madison’s Northside.  NSAG intends to 
assist artists in showing and selling their 
art works. Currently, 29 artists belong 
to NSAG.  Not all of NSAG shows are 
limited to members.  Since its founding, 
NSAG has enjoyed the participation of 

more than 50 artists. Membership is open 
to any interested Northside artist.

For further information or to join 

Northside Artists Group, please contact 
David Carpenter at (608) 442-6958 or at 
dcarpenter3@charter.net.

Mount Snowdon, Wales, by Susan Hoffman Let Peace Grow by Monique J. Isham

1849 Northport Drive, Madison:  241-1144 
2949 Triverton Pike Drive, Fitchburg:  278-7800   �  1109 Fourier Drive, Middleton:  826-0555

www.benvenutos.com

Great Food – Large Portions!
Full Carryout Menu • Daily Features

Kids eat free Mondays • Catering & Family Style Options
1/2 priced bottles of wine Mondays & Tuesdays

Now offering delivery!
 (Limited areas)

Open everyday 11 am-10 pm  •  Fri & Sat bar open until 11pm
Locally owned and operated

City of Madison Department of  Planning
and Community & Economic
Development 
present...

Inter est  Rate

2.75%

it’s not rocket science, Folks! 
you Too can improve your

home with a home remodeling 
loan from the city of Madison!

2.75%

Home Remodeling

Loan

2.75%?!  Now That’s Just
The  Rate  Our Family Home

has Been waiting For!

Improve 
Your Home!

• Windows 
    & Doors
• Insulation
• Roofi ng

• Plumbing 
• Electrical
• Furnace
• Siding

• Energy 
    Effi ciency
    Upgrade

266-6557 • 266-4223 www.cityofmadison.com/homeloans

it’s

Grab That Loan!

Northside Artists Group participate in 2012 art shows

Looking for a way to chase away the winter blues?
VSA Wisconsin, the state organization on arts and dis-
ability, invites you to attend a Winter Blues party on 
Friday, Feb. 8 from 5-7:30 pm. Stroll through the gallery 
at 1709 Aberg Ave. and view nearly 100 unique works 
of art by people with disabilities. Listen to the electric 
blues and rock music of Andy Ewen and Doug DeRosa 
of Honor Among Thieves. Sample culinary delights from 
Tex Tubb’s Taco Palace.

Need a new object d’art for your home or office? All 
works on view will be for sale. This event is sponsored by 
The Alexander Company. For admission information, please 
visit www.vsawis.org.

From Wall to Wall: An exhibition and sale
Jan. 14–March 4 • VSA Wisconsin Gallery

VSA Wisconsin presents original works from its As-
set Art Collection, available for sale to the general public. 
From Wall to Wall showcases a broad spectrum of artists 
with disabilities, including past award winners of several 
juried exhibitions. Featured in the show are two and three-
dimensional works spanning a variety of media; drawing, 
painting, photography, sculpture and glass work.

The exhibition and sale opened Jan. 14 and runs through 
March 4 at the VSA Wisconsin Gallery, 1709 Aberg Ave. 
Suite 1, Madison. Gallery hours: Monday–Thursday, 10 
am–2 pm or by appointment. For more information call 
608-241-2131 or visit www.vsawis.org.

Beat the winter blues — Warm your heart with art March is  
Youth Art Month

By Kris Bakke
The Council for Art Education is

proud to partner with the National Art 
Education Association (NAEA) to cel-
ebrate Youth Art Month (YAM). Youth 
Art Month is and annual observance ev-
ery March to emphasize the value of art 
education for all youth and to encourage 
quality school art programs. 

Through studying art students gain 
awareness of themselves, society and 
other cultures. Communication skills and 
problem-solving skills are developed as 
in no other curricular area and students 
come to realize how history is recorded 
through art. Students learn to apply aes-
thetics to all areas of their lives through 
good design techniques. Art is a valued 
part of the academic curriculum and 
should be offered to all children.

The Council for Art Education voted 
to recognize Northsider Jennifer Good-
nough, a YAM chairperson with an Award 
of Merit for outstanding participation in 
YAM during 2012. The award will be 
presented at the 2013 NAEA Convention 
held March 7–10 in Fort Worth, Texas.


