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By Kathie Wagner 
VSA Wisconsin

Need a gift for someone special? The 
VSA Wisconsin Gallery gift shop features 
the work of artists with disabilities and is 
stocked with a variety of unique items, in-
cluding mugs, tote bags, greeting cards, t-
shirts, hand-carved duck decoys and more. 
Proceeds from the sale of these items will 
be used to support a variety of arts pro-
grams conducted by VSA Wisconsin. 

Among the items for sale are tote bags, 
coffee mugs, holiday and occasional 
cards and mouse pads featuring the work 
of local artist Robert Hanneman. Also 
available are Robert’s original works 
featuring his classic characters.

Browse through the shop and dis-
cover notecards with images of mosaic 
murals created during VSA Wisconsin 
artist residences at Glendale Elemen-
tary School, the Jenni and Kyle Pre-
serve and Central Wisconsin Center. 
You will also find t-shirts with images 
by award winning artist, Joe Arts.

Looking for something unique? 
Check out the hand carved “Boonduck” 
decoys, which whimsically take flight 
as Wingdings (Canvasback), Ol’ Coots 
(Mudhen) and Quacker Jacks (Mallard). 
Created by VSA Wisconsin-award win-
ning artist D.S. Sully, each decoy is 
hand-carved out of barn timbers, fence 
posts, pier pilings and other weathered 
wood using antique rasps, rifflers, chis-
els, saws and other hand tools. 

The gift shop, located at 1709 Aberg 
Ave., is open Monday–Thursday from 

9 am‒4 pm or by appointment. For 
more information go to http://vsawis.
org/exhibitions_sales/art_for_sale.

By Susie Hobart 
Lake View Elementary School

Calling all former Lake View students, 
families and neighbors. We need your help.

This is the brick entrance to Lake View 
School. It lacks aesthetic appeal and does 
not tell the story of the successes, the 
warmth or the welcome waiting inside. We 
want to change that and need your help.

Did you go to Lake View? Do your chil-
dren attend school there? Do you live in the 
neighborhood? In order to welcome fami-
lies, students, staff and community into our 
school and give voice to the connection 
of gardens, woods, wellness, art and envi-
ronmental literacy, the Lake View PTA is 
working with Henry Hawkins, renowned 
local artist, to create a community-focused 
mural that tells our story.

Picture a four-panel mural installed on 
the bland, brick and brown side of the 
school facing Tennyson Lane. Picture the 
possibilities: children planting milkweed, 
monarchs dotting the garden, families har-
vesting tomatoes, cultural farming histories, 
dads cooking in a solar oven, faces of the 
neighborhood, laughing children running in 
the woods, bees pollinating apple blossoms, 
images of the land before it was a school. 

The eco-artistic design will send a clear 
message about the diversity of our com-
munity and its commitment to academic 
excellence, the arts, health and wellness 
and the environment, while honoring our 
culture, history and future. 

Hawkins has been meeting with Lake 
View students, families, and staff to deter-
mine the content of the mural and how par-

ticipants will involve themselves with the 
outcome. Now we need your voice. You 
can watch a YouTube video entitled “Lake 
View Wants a Mural” to see how students 
have committed to this project. Visit www.
youtube.com/watch?v=DHsocZmaVyo or 
www.power2give.org.

If you have ideas, stories or want to be 
involved, contact Susie Hobart at 239-
7258 or shobart@madison.k12.wi.us or 
contact PTA President Joel Johnson at 
nannywbeard@gmail.com.

“The mural movement has been a unique 
experiment in the possibility of a democrat-
ic mass culture that is public, authentic and 
activist.” This quote from “Toward A Peo-
ple’s Art: the Contemporary Mural Move-
ment,” published in 1977, is a testament 
to the importance of public art in support-
ing the values of Lake View’s Welcome to 
Our Great Green Growing Community and 
those of the entire Northside community. 

For more information on our school gar-
den and outdoor classroom, visit Lake View’s 
Path to the Outdoor Classroom (http://you-
tube/AQLDGPwFlno), the Lake View por-
tal at Community Groundworks (www.troy-
gardens.org/content/youth-garden-portal) or 
www.lakeviewgarden.blogspot.com.

Our Great Green Growing 
Community Mural Project New items at VSA Gallery gift shop

Top: VSA Wisconsin 2015 souvenir t-shirt. 
Center: Mosaic mural occasional cards.
Bottom: Items featuring Robert Hanneman 
artwork

Lake View School’s entrance, where the 
proposed mural will be placed.

Paid for by Resnick for Mayor, Mary Kolar Treasurer

resnickformayor.com



Strong supporter of enhancing a vibrant and 
diverse northside to live, work and play. 

Proudly endorsed by both Northside Alders 
Larry Palm and Anita Weier.

Vote Resnick for Mayor 

Imagine Madison
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Seniors are 
INVITED!
Senior Connections at St. Paul 
invites seniors age 55 and better 
to engage in a meal together,  
share memories and fun activities.

Every Thursday
10 am–1 pm
No reservation needed
The day starts with a trip through 
the Bread of Life bakery and  
produce lines. This is followed  
by a meal that includes two or  
three entrées. Following the  
meal, enjoy playing bingo, card  
and board games. The Senior  
Connection family builds long  
lasting friendships. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church
2126 N. Sherman Ave.



CHURCH
www.NorthsideMadison.org Northside News • February/March 2015 • Page 11

5niness.coom

WE ARE MADISON’S

SERVICE PROVIDER

{ }CLOUD
PREMIERE

IT’S ALL ABOUT REALATIONSHIPS 

Mandrake Road Church of Christ 

“Real Faith with Real People” 

Sundays Starting at 9:00 AM 

4301 Mandrake Rd, Madison 

More Info: Mandrake-church.org 

Want to be more than just a face in the 
crowd? 

Are you or your family looking for new 
friendships?  

Do you have an active relationship with 
Jesus? 

REAL 
Friendships 
ARE forming 

now 

BUY 1 GET 1 
FREE
Any 2 Scoop Sundae

Shown: 2-Scoop Turtle Sundae
Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. Not valid with any other offer.  Value 1/200 cent.  Limit 

one coupon per person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants. Expires 3/31/2015.  033-04/13

Culver’s of Northport 
1325 Northport Drive
Madison, WI 53704
(608) 242-7731

I spoke with several Northside pastors 
and church staff, and all described the 
importance of seniors in their congrega-
tions. They value the wisdom and expe-
rience seniors bring to their groups and 
appreciate the chance to support them as 
they age. Some churches have specifi c 
programs for their older members and 
were pleased to talk about them because 
they welcome new participants.

Madison Community Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Madison Community Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church holds a once-a-month peer 
fellowship meeting, which includes lunch, 
on the third Wednesday of each month. 
These “Keenagers” meetings start at 11:30 
am and are held at one member’s home, 
so call for information about joining. The 
church is located at 1926 Elka Lane. For 
more information, call 249-2080.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church has a dedicated 

senior day each week. On Thursdays, se-
niors are invited to “Senior Connections.” 
Participants gather at 10 am for coffee and 
visiting. They are invited to select food-
stuffs from the Bread of Life Food Pantry, 
if needed. A nutritious lunch is enjoyed by 
everyone. After lunch the seniors play board 
games, cards and bingo one week and join 
in Bible study the next week. St. Paul is lo-
cated at 2126 N. Sherman Ave. Call them at 
244-8077 for more information.

Lakeview Lutheran Church
Lakeview Lutheran Church offers pro-

gramming and collaborates with others 
to serve the needs of seniors. The church 
is at 4001 Mandrake Rd. The phone 
number is 244-6181. 

Monthly meals followed by a euchre 
tournament are put on by Lakeview Lu-
theran and the North/East Side Senior Co-
alition, alternating sites. Both Lakeview 
congregants and community seniors partic-
ipate. Lunches and euchre will be at Lakev-
iew at 11 am on Mar. 16, May 18 and June 
8. This event will be held at Warner Park 
Community Recreation Center at 11 am on 
Feb. 23 and Apr. 20. Those who don’t wish 
to play euchre can enjoy the fellowship of 
others after lunch. Contact Chris Anders 
at 244-6181 to sign up so they can insure 
ample food is prepared for lunch. 

Lakeview has a senior bus trip several 
times a year, accommodating people who 
may be using walkers. Participants have 
to be able to climb the stairs onto the bus 
with assistance. Recent trips have included 
downtown Chicago, winery tours, Dubuque 
museums and Milwaukee attractions. Pric-
es and dates vary, so call the church offi ce, 
244-6181, for information.

Pastor Dean conducts a Wednesday 
Bible study at noon every week. Coffee 
is served and some participants bring a 
lunch. Participants are asked to bring a 
Bible. Everything is accessible. 

Lakeview’s food pantry is open every 
Monday at 5 pm. Guests are asked to call 
the church offi ce on Monday morning to 
be put on the list, as only 25 households 
can be served each week.

Are you a senior whose circle of friends is 
shrinking? Pick an activity and meet some 
new neighbors, all here on the Northside. 

Northside churches offer opportunities for senior fellowship

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL:
(608) 630-TREE (8733) or (608) 225-4302

Pruning

Removals

Consulting

Shrub care

Storm damage

Landscape 
maintenance

Certified Arborist
Over 20 Years 
Experience

Call NOW 
for your  

Oak and Elm  
pruning!

By Terrie Anderson
Northside News
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Fighting for Madison’s Future!

Leadership
Experience 

Progressive Leadership

“ Maniaci is accessible, disarming and thoughtful. 
She’s become a key coalition builder on the council 

with strong advocacy for parks, bicyclists and tenants.”
            ~ Wisconsin State Journal Editorial Board, 2011 FEB

17th

Authorized and Paid for by Friends of Bridget for Madison, Janet Larson Treasurer.

• 4 year veteran of Madison 
  Common Council
• Mayoral Office experience
• M.S. Public Policy & 
   Management
• B.A. Political Science &  
   Economics   Economics
• 5th Generation Madisonian
• Small business experience

City-wide economic development 
initiatives to support thriving 
neighborhoods
Collaborative relationships with 
Dane County & Madison Public 
Schools to solve joint issues
Adopting 21st centuAdopting 21st century technology 
to improve transit & services

BridgetforMadison.com

Bridget’s City Hall Vision 

is your business website
WORKING HARD?

You come in early, stay late, and take care of business in between. 
So why is your business website loafing around day and night?

... or hardly working?

W e b s i t e  B u n d l e s

design
build
launch

Bronze
Website

$699
Silver
Website

$999
Gold

Website
$1699Gold $1699

29$
per month

Custom domain name, 
backups & updates,

and email!

UpStartWebsites.biz
608.320.7496
UpStarted

Call or 
Click to get

UpStart Bundles are easy, fast, 

affordable, all-in-one websites, built by 

your local Northside Madison designer. MEMBER

MEMBER

By Paul Rusk
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin 

We are here to help. The Alzheimer’s 
& Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin 
(ADAW) is delighted this edition of the 
Northside News is focused on aging. 
Many are so overwhelmed by dementia 
and early memory loss that they don’t 
reach out to the ADAW for assistance. 
Although devastating, there are many 
things you can do to lessen the burden 
and enhance quality of life right here in 
your community.

When you call the ADAW, you will be 
reassured by the warmth, friendliness and 
knowledge of the staff. Our services are 
available to all, regardless of income or cir-
cumstances. It is ADAW’s mission to help 
you navigate the maze of issues that arise 
when you or someone you know needs as-
sistance. We can help you understand the 
nature of the disease and learn strategies to 
cope and provide care, which can provide a 
better quality of life for all involved.

The ADAW provides guidance, educa-
tion, support and advocacy through (a) in-

dividual consultations on the phone or in 
person; (b) early stage support and educa-
tion, including a Northside Memory Café; 
(c) caregiver support groups all with profes-
sional backup; and (d) learning opportuni-
ties, including our monthly drop-in educa-
tion series that rotates among four Madison 
libraries. We are the only local Alzheimer’s 
and dementia organization that has nine so-
cial service staff with decades of personal 
and professional dementia experience. 

We are your partner along the journey, 
often working with families for many 

years through each stage of the disease. 
We are proud of the relationships and 
partnerships we have developed in the 
community. Call us anytime at 232-3400 
or visit www.alzwisc.org. 

All dollars we raise stay in Wisconsin, 
either for our programs and services or 
for dementia research at UW-Madison. 
Dane County’s premiere Alzheimer’s 
Walk (coordinated annually with NES-
CO’s Applefest) has been at Warner Park 
since 1999. We hope to see you there 
Oct. 10 for this year’s Alzheimer’s Walk. 

The Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance: your partner along the journey

Alzheimer’s journey leads Schmidt to volunteer for ADAW

Save energy and money this winter. Turn back your 
thermostat while asleep or at work. Each degree can 
save 1% on your heating bill. If we all setback 1˚, we’ll 
save enough gas for 3,100 homes. Bigger setbacks 
save even more.

Visit mge.com/setback to calculate your savings or 
call 252-7117.

GS1181  12/26/2012

turn it down 
when you’re not around

Size: 4.917˝ x 8˝

By Brianna Scoville
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin 

The Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alli-
ance of Wisconsin (ADAW) would like 
to recognize Northsider Sandy Schmidt 
for her remarkable work as a volunteer. 
Sandy became involved with ADAW 
after her husband, Jim, was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease. They became 
involved in ADAW’s Meeting of Minds 
program, a weekly cognitive stimula-
tion program for people in the early 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease, other de-
mentias or mild cognitive impairment. 
“I was so grateful there was an organi-
zation available to people with demen-
tia,” said Sandy.

Jim passed away in November 2008, 
and Sandy subsequently became a vol-
unteer with ADAW. “I took a year or so 
off after my husband passed away. When 
I started volunteering, I loved it. I truly 

benefi t from it.” 
Sandy has been a supportive 

presence in the group and is 
always calm and attentive. 
She welcomes participants 
for the Meeting of Minds 
program as they arrive, 
makes sure they have name 
tags, pens and paper, sees to 
their comfort throughout the 
session, walks with participants 
who may have physical limitations, assists 
participants to complete activities success-
fully, and listens with interest and compas-
sion when participants discuss their per-
sonal experiences. 

Sandy said that her favorite part of 
volunteering is “seeing people who are 
suffering from dementia relate to others 
that are in the same boat. It is very re-
warding seeing the program be so suc-
cessful. It makes me feel good.”

If you see Sandy on the North-
side, please take a moment 

to thank her for giving her 
time to help individuals 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
or dementia. She can be 
found enjoying a walk, 
doing tai chi, reading, 

crocheting, or hanging out 
with her daughter or friends. 

ADAW is able to achieve its 
mission because of the generous efforts 
of volunteers like Sandy.

The ADAW is a local organization that 
understands that every person touched by 

Alzheimer’s or dementia will need support 
to help navigate the course of the disease. 
The professionally trained and personally 
experienced staff offers compassionate un-
derstanding of unique needs and helps with 
direct services, care plans, information and 
resources in the community. 

If you are interested in volunteering, 
call 232-3400 or toll-free at 888-308-
6251. There are many opportunities avail-
able including working in the offi ce, as-
sisting staff with a program or support 
group, helping plan fundraising events, 
and much more. For more information on 
the ADAW, visit www.alzwisc.org. 

You come in early, stay late, and take care of business in between. 
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Find us on  
Facebook and 

Twitter.

204-3000 or www.mscr.org 
for more information.

Arts & Enrichment • Dance
Afterschool Programs  

Day Trips • Music
Basketball • Volleyball 

Adult Fitness • 50+ Fitness 
Soccer • Adaptive Sports

Skiing • Swimming 
and more!

MSCR Winter Recreation Programs

Check out our classes at 
Warner Park Community 

Recreation Center including 
50+ Fitness classes. 

• Veteran Package
• Traditional Funeral Package
• Green/Natural Burial Package
• State-Assisted Packages • Cremation Package
• Steps in Planning a Funeral • Memorial Service

1650 E. Huebbe Parkway, Beloit, WI 53511

Phone: (608) 368-8143

2109 Luann Lane, Madison, WI 53713 

Phone: (608) 661-3678

TOLL FREE # 844-816-1850

www.fosterfuneralhomes.com

Direct Cremations Starting at $1400.00

improve Your home!NoNo––
Monthly
Payment

Loans!

Home Repair
   Solutions

City of Madison Department of Planning

              and Community & Economic Development

cityofmadison.com/homeloans
cityofmadison.com/homeloans

              and Community & Economic Development

 266-6557 266-4223
 266-6557 266-4223

everything’s fixed!
time to go on  

vacation!

restoring
household
bliss since 1974

Windows  
& Doors

Insulation
Roofing

Plumbing

Electrical

Furnace

Siding
Energy

Efficiency
Upgrade

NESCO North/Eastside Senior Coalition • 243-5252 • info@nescoinc.org
The following programs will be of-

fered at Warner Park Community Recre-
ation Center (WPCRC), 1625 Northport 
Dr., unless indicated otherwise.

Upcoming Events
Feb. 3, 10:30 am, Live music featur-

ing Polkalamity
Feb. 6, 10:30 am, Valentine Bingo 

(numbers called in Spanish and English)
Feb. 13, 10 am, Foot Clinic
Feb. 11, 10:30 am, NESCO in 

Pictures, presentation by Jim Krueger
Feb. 16, 11 am, UW Extension Nutri-

tionist Danielle Curry
Feb. 15, 1‒3 pm, Memory Café 
Feb. 17, 10:30 am, Fat Tuesday Mardi 

Gras Party
Feb. 18, 10:30 am, Black History 

Month presentation on Martin Luther 
King by Pam Bracey

Feb. 19, 10:15 am, Low Vision Sup-
port Group

Feb. 23, 12 pm, Euchre tournament 
(starts after lunch)

Feb. 25, 10:30 am, Understanding 
Your EKG

March 3, 10:30 am, The History of St. 
Patrick’s Day

March 16, 11 am, UW Extension Nu-
tritionist Danielle Curry

March 16, 1‒3 pm, Memory Café 
March 17, 10:30 am, Live Irish music 

featuring Currach
March 19, 10:15 am, Low Vision 

Support Group
March 24, 5 pm, Come Together Par-

ty at the Madison Senior Center

New programs
Pickleball: Mondays, 2 pm, all ages
Ping Pong League: Mondays, 9 am, 

Tuesdays, 12:30 pm (WPCRC ID card 
required) 

Sewing Club: First and third Thurs-
days, 10 am

Ongoing programs
Bingo: Every Friday and second Tues-

day, 10:30 am, fi ve cents a card (two-
card limit per game), cash prizes

Blood Pressure Clinic: Third Tues-
day, 10:30 am

Book Club: First Tuesday, 10 am
Card Making Club: Second and 

fourth Wednesdays, 1 pm
Cards: Euchre, Mondays, 8:30 am; 

Sheepshead, fi rst and third Wednesdays, 
1 pm. Call ahead to ensure numbers.

Case Management: Provides support, 
resources and services to enable seniors 
to remain in their own homes. 

Chair Yoga/Exercise Video: Wednes-
days, 10:30 am

Crafts with Sue: Second and fourth 
Mondays, 10:15 am

Cultural Diversity: Monthly programs 
for African- American and Latino seniors

Foot Care Clinics: Four foot clinics each 
month for individuals who can’t do their 
own foot care and do not have diabetes. $20. 
Call 243-5252 for an appointment.

General and Education Presenta-
tions: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 10:30 am, topics in newsletter.

Home Chore Program: Volunteers 
are needed to help with cleaning for se-
niors. Call Trisha at 243-5252.

Nutritious Lunches: Monday–Fri-
day, 11:30 am. Door-to-door bus service 
is available (50 cents each way). Guests 
60 years and older are invited for a sug-
gested anonymous donation of $4. Those 
under age 60 pay $7.50. Reservations are 
required 24 hours in advance.

                         
            

   

Optimal care and peace of 
mind to help seniors live 

longer in their own homes

www.cairasucare.com
(608) 622-7015

Personal Care

Companionship

Home Chores, Meal Preps

Appointments & Errands

Benefit Counseling

“Our services add value and enhance  
the quality of life for seniors over 50.   

Contact me to receive a free consultation.” 
                                                    Fatou Ceesay, Owner

NESCO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

From

JIM 
KRUEGER

Opportunity knocks
Some senior adults on the Northside are 

fortunate to have a family member or neigh-
bor to help with basic cleaning around the 
house, shoveling snow or mowing the lawn. 
Others don’t have anyone to assist with 
these tasks and risk potential injury. Some 
seniors feel isolated and just want to con-
verse with other people more often. 

The North/Eastside Senior Coalition 
(NESCO) has a Home Chore Volunteer 
program that matches adult volunteers 
with seniors living on the Northside 
to help with basic chores and provide 
friendly conversation. It’s a wonderful 
gesture and a perfect opportunity for a 
recent retiree or a working adult to vol-
unteer a handful of hours each month. 

There are many other ways to help senior 
adults who are eager to learn and social-

ize with others. You could teach or as-
sist with computer and language classes, 
help lead discussion groups, serve senior 
meals or organize card games. We also 
need help with our annual fundraiser 
(AppleFest) and with updating our web-
site. We are a small nonprofi t agency, 
and we are always looking for people 
willing to serve on our board or commit-
tees. Financial assistance to expand our 
programs is always welcome.

Maybe you are retired and looking 
for opportunities for yourself. There is 
sometimes a misperception that NESCO 
is only for the elderly. Last year a group 
of seniors started weekly ping pong 
matches, and this year they will begin 
playing pickleball. Bring us an idea and 
we will try to help make it happen.

As NESCO celebrates our 40th anni-
versary this year, we want to continue to 
serve the seniors who need our help to 
remain in their homes. In addition, we 
want to connect with those of you age 60 
and over who do not need our help but 
would enjoy some fun, educational and 
fulfi lling opportunities. 

Come visit us to fi nd out more.

By Nicole Graper
MSCR

Madison School & Community Recre-
ation (MSCR) offers a variety of classes 
for individuals who are 50 years and old-
er. At Warner Park Community Recre-
ation Center, MSCR offers the following 
classes for seniors: Fitness Conditioning 
for Quality Living, Core and Balance 
Combo, Jump Start Yoga, Tai Chi and 
Modern Line Dancing. 

A class added this winter is Strong 
Women that focuses on improving the 
health and well-being of middle aged/old-
er women by increasing strength, muscle 
mass and bone density. Strong Women 
takes place on Tuesdays (10:15‒11:15 am) 
and Thursdays (11 am‒12 pm) through 
May 28. Although the session began Jan. 
11, women can still join if openings exist. 
Go to www.mscr.org or call 204-3023 for 
information. 

MSCR Goodman-Rotary 50+ fi tness classes
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SOLD!

608-443-2540 
RogerStauter@StarkHomes.com

HomeTeam4U.net 

Northside Specialists

1826 MANLEY ST., MADISON

Roger & Marilyn 
Stauter

Realtors,® CRS, SRES

When it’s time to sell 
your Northside house 

or condo, call

ROGER & MARILYN 
STAUTER 

No Strings Attached

FREE Checking* Package

Cut the cord on fees
and restrictions!

Summit’s No Strings 
Attached Free Checking1

Package, gives you:

• NO monthly fees
• NO minimum balance1

• FREE unlimited check writing
• And Cash Boomerang2

  — Summit’s membership 
  rewards program that 
  pays you back based on 
  how much you save and 
  borrow with us.

Open your account today!

SummitCreditUnion.com
608-243-5000 | 800-236-5560

Federally insured by NCUA
1    A primary savings account must be open prior to 
   opening a No Strings Attached checking account. 
   Primary Savings: Minimum to open $5. Annual 
   Percentage Yield (APY), as of September 15, 2014 
   is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum 
   balance to obtain APY is $25.
2   See SummitCreditUnion.com/cashboomerang.html 
   for complete details.

Pierce’s 
Northside 

Market 

Your friendly 
neighborhood 
grocery store.

Store Manager, Ryan Fearn

	  
	  

NOW	  ENROLLING	  
	  

EXPANSION	  UPDATES!	  
	  

	  
	  

Serving	  children	  2	  months	  
through	  15	  years	  

	  
ONLY	  AMI	  MONTESSORI	  
School	  in	  Madison	  

	  
OPEN	  HOUSE	  
February	  21st,	  2015	  
11:30am-‐1:30pm	  

255	  North	  Sherman	  Avenue	  
(608)	  661-‐8200	  

info@isthmusmontessoriacademy.org	  
	  

Call/email	  for	  a	  tour	  and	  
application	  today!	  

	  

Married for 65 years, 90-year-old 
Aix and 86-year-old Gwen are 

lifelong exercise and fitness enthusi-
asts. Gwen received a college degree in 
physical education, while Aix received 
his doctorate in exercise physiology 
and had a 48-year career in academia 
at the University of Oklahoma, devel-
oping sports medicine programs and 
setting them up at other universities 
around the country. 

“I was a majorette,” said Gwen. “I 
used to twirl.” “I was a drummer,” said 
Aix. So it was a matter of course that 
Gwen and Aix met in a dance class.

“Gwen doesn’t dance too well any-
more, though,” said Aix. That’s because 
Gwen uses a walker now and they both 
have age-related problems that led them 
to leave Oklahoma and move to Madi-
son to live with their children in the 
Brentwood neighborhood.

“We came here five years ago. The 
only people we met were from church, 
and we don’t see them that often. Our 
children are too busy with work and 
their own kids, so if we didn’t have 
lunch at NESCO, we wouldn’t have 
lunch,” said Gwen. “Our children knew 
about NESCO. It solved all of our prob-
lems. We’ve been going there every 
day for five years. The bus picks us up 
at 9:30. We exercise for an hour, at-
tend the program at 10:30, have lunch 
and socialize at 11:30, and then the bus 
takes us home,” she said. “We pay $4 
for our meals. If we had to buy the food, 

it would cost us at least that and we’d 
have to cook it. It’s a service we need.”

Gwen and Aix appreciate the pro-
grams and services NESCO offers them. 
The staff listens to their suggestions and 
responds quickly.

“I would like to put up Polly for an 
award,” Gwen said. Polly Hartman, a 
retired nurse, is NESCO’s dining man-
ager. “Polly makes sure the menu is 
nutritious and good. If you don’t like 
something, she’ll make sure you get 
what you want. If she doesn’t see you 
for a couple of days, she’ll call and 
check up on you. She asks what kinds 

of program you want and arranges it. 
Some days there are games, but there’s 
always an interesting program.”

 “I can’t understand why more people 
don’t come for a meal. I don’t know 
how people can be by themselves all 
the time. I love to go around and talk 
to people. I watch the birds and sit in 
the sun. We send cards when people 
get sick. We had our anniversary party 
there during lunch, and on my birthday 
Polly made a cake and I brought in the 
ice cream.”

“I do puzzles at home all the time, but 
I don’t know what we’d do without the 
senior center. We wouldn’t have friends, 
food or programs. We go to the summer 
concerts in Warner Park Monday nights 
and have our hot dogs and popcorn. I’m 
looking forward to walking across those 
new bridges in the park.”

“NESCO is an important part of our 
life. The people are friendly and talk to 
us when we go by the office. The senior 
center in Oklahoma was nothing like 
this. There are some mornings I don’t 
want to go, but I know the bus is waiting 
for us. And you gotta have a reason to 
get up and enjoy the day. NESCO gives 
us that reason. They really take care of 
us. It’s our home away from home.”

NESCO from page 1
chores, benefit applications and transpor-
tation to medical appointments. Social 
workers were hired to help senior adults 
on an individual basis to connect them 
with the services they needed to stay in-
dependent and safe in their own homes. 

NESCO began receiving Older Ameri-

cans Act funding (through Dane County) 
to coordinate a daily, nutritious lunch for 
senior adults at a couple of neighborhood 
churches. (United Way of Dane County 
has since become a significant annual 
funder of NESCO.) In addition, NESCO 
was designated to provide ongoing pro-
grams, services and outreach to seniors in 

the African-American and Latino commu-
nities throughout Dane County. 

For a few years NESCO offices were 
housed in neighborhood schools that 
could give us more space. Eventually, 
NESCO found a more permanent home 
in the Washington Square building on 
East Washington Avenue. 

As the number of seniors on the north 
side of Madison grew, so did the area in 
which NESCO was providing services. In 
May 1995, the name was changed from the 
Near East Side Coalition of Older Adults to 
the North/Eastside Senior Coalition.

When discussions about building a 
community center at Warner Park began, 

Gwen & Aix 
Harrison
By Diane Walder
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608-244-1822    •    2702 Shopko Drive Madison WI 53704    •    golfthebridges.com

Open for lunch year round
Winter hours: M-Th 11 am-2 pm

Award Winning Fish Fry
Served 11 am-8:30 pm on Friday

Early Bird Special
$1.00 OFF per entrée over $8.99

Valid until 5 pm
Not valid with any other discounts or specials

Bridges is currently signing up leagues 
for 2015. If your company or organization 
is looking for a new home for your golf 
league, call 608-244-1822 ext. 3 and ask 
Becky about the deals for all new and 
transferred leagues.

Special occasions or parties—  
no booking or facility fee

This doesn’t just feel like home — it is home!
 Offering two levels of care in a 

Beautiful Executive Style Residence
Supportive Living & Assisted Living 

8 spacious Private Suites with Full Baths
Spa Room with Walk-in Whirlpool Tub

 Home Cooked Meals
Porches and Patios

Resident Library 
Garden Room

Flower Gardens
Vegetable Gardens

402 RUSTIC DR., MADISON 
EMERSONMADISON.COM •  (608) 669-5542

Irma Rodriguez
By Diane Walder

there was a big push to include services
for	 seniors	 in	 the	new	facility.	A	signifi-
cant	amount	of	money	for	the	new	build-
ing	was	raised	by	those	supporting	senior	
services	at	 the	facility.	 In	1998,	NESCO	
moved	 into	 Warner	 Park	 Community	
Recreation	 Center	 (WPCRC),	 and	 we	
have	been	here	ever	since.	

NESCO	now	offers	a	nutritious	lunch	
to	 seniors	 Monday	 through	 Friday,	 as	
well	as	a	variety	of	services	and	activi-
ties.	As	we	celebrate	our	40th	year,	NES-
CO	is	striving	to	provide	more	programs	
and	activities	for	those	ages	60	and	older	
that	are	not	dependent	on	others	for	as-
sistance	but	are	looking	to	be	more	active	

or	engaged	in	their	daily	lives.	
Our	official	anniversary	date	is	Feb.	14.	

During	2015,	NESCO	will	host	a	number	
of	events	to	celebrate	our	seniors,	our	pro-
grams,	our	members,	our	volunteers,	our	
funders	and	the	entire	north/eastside	com-
munity.	We	invite	you	to	participate	in	our	

yearlong	celebration.	For	those	of	you	un-
familiar	with	NESCO,	we	welcome	 and	
encourage	you	to	come	visit	us.	
It	has	been	an	honor	for	NESCO	to	serve	

the	senior	community	these	past	40	years	
but	we	could	not	have	done	it	without	the	
support	of	all	of	you.	Thank	you.

Over the years, the Northside has be-
come	a	tight-knit	community,	con-

cerned	 and	 involved	 in	 decisions	 about	
its	 remarkable	 natural	 resources,	 eco-
nomic	 vitality	 and	 safety.	 It	 is	 friendly,	
funky	and	feisty.	
But	 for	one	66-year-old	woman,	who	

became	 homeless	 after	 surviving	 two	
catastrophic	 events,	 the	 Northside	 was	
a	 refuge.	How	does	 someone	 like	 Irma	
Rodriguez	become	homeless?	
Funny	and	tenacious,	Irma	is	a	short,	stout	

fire	 hydrant	 of	 a	woman.	Originally	 from	
Honduras,	 Irma	 had	 a	 teaching	 career	 in	
San	Pedro	Sula,	a	dangerous	city	controlled	
by	drug	cartels.	After	retiring	in	2001,	she	
became	 increasingly	 concerned	 about	 her	
family’s	 safety,	 so	 she	 immigrated	 to	 the	
United	States	with	her	6-year-old	 adopted	
son,	became	a	permanent	resident	and	lived	
in	New	Orleans.	Her	goal	was	to	become	a	
U.S.	citizen	and	eventually	bring	her	chil-
dren	and	grandchildren	to	safety	with	her.
Catastrophe	struck	in	2005	by	way	of	Hur-

ricane	Katrina.	 Irma	 and	 her	 son	 survived	

but	lost	everything.	Bewildered	and	without	
resources,	they	moved	to	and	from	tempo-
rary	shelters.	When	busses	from	church	and	
rescue	organizations	began	arriving	to	help	
resettle	survivors,	Irma	and	her	son	climbed	
on	one	headed	for	Clinton,	Missouri,	where	
a	new	life	was	waiting	for	them.	Irma	put	her	
plans	for	her	family	on	hold.	She	got	a	job	
working	for	a	church	and	rented	a	nice	house	
with	a	big	yard.	Her	son	went	to	school.	Ir-
ma’s	mother	came	to	live	with	them.	They	
were	happy	to	be	alive	and	together.	Clinton	

was	a	welcoming	community.
Catastrophe	struck	again	 in	2011.	 Irma	

returned	to	New	Orleans	for	a	short,	much-
needed	visit	with	her	siblings.	A	few	days	
after	returning	to	Clinton,	Irma	didn’t	feel	
well.	The	next	thing	she	knew,	she	awoke	
from	a	coma	three	weeks	later	in	a	Kansas	
City	hospital.	Irma	had	unknowingly	con-
tracted	West	Nile	 virus	 from	 a	mosquito	
bite	during	her	New	Orleans	visit.	
Physical	therapy	helped	her	learn	to	walk	

again,	but	her	ability	to	speak	English	did	
not	return.	She	suffered	headaches	and	oth-
er	physical	and	cognitive	side	effects	from	
the	disease.	Because	she	had	no	health	in-
surance	and	incurred	thousands	of	dollars	
in	medical	bills,	she	had	to	sell	everything	
she	had	acquired	in	Clinton	to	pay	debts.
Irma’s	 recovery	 was	 long	 and	 difficult.	

Her	 son	went	 to	 live	with	 her	 daughter	 in	
New	Orleans	during	her	illness.	She	couldn’t	
work,	could	no	longer	pay	rent	on	the	house	
in	Clinton,	and	 resorted	 to	 relying	on	 rela-
tives	 and	 friends	 for	 shelter,	 moving	 from	
place	 to	place.	What	she	needed	but	could	
not	get	was	care,	stability	and	time	to	recover.
In	the	winter	of	2012,	Irma	wound	up	in	

Madison	through	a	tenuous	Honduran	con-
nection.	She	contracted	pneumonia	and	was	
hospitalized.	Six	months	and	a	series	of	bad	
temporary	situations	later,	she	found	herself	

homeless.	 Through	 a	 quirk	 of	 fate,	 Irma	
found	a	temporary,	supportive	and	comfort-
able	housing	situation	on	the	Northside.	She	
was	 taken	 to	 the	Aging	&	Disability	 Re-
source	Center,	where	 a	bilingual	 Informa-
tion	and	Referral	Specialist	set	her	up	with	
all	the	services	she	qualified	for.
The	 next	 stop	 was	 the	 North/Eastside	

Senior	Coalition,	where	Irma	was	assigned	
a	bilingual	case	manager,	who	helped	her	
fill	out	complicated	housing	forms,	untan-
gle	Social	Security	issues,	and	solve	other	
knotty	problems.	Irma	began	attending	the	
Latino	support	group	organized	by	Yolan-
da	 Salazar,	 NESCO’s	 Latino	 cultural	 di-
versity	specialist.	The	group	provided	Irma	
with	essential	social	activities	to	reduce	her	
isolation,	 particularly	 since	 her	 housing	
host	did	not	speak	Spanish.	
For	months	 Irma	attended	an	English	

class	designed	to	prepare	her	for	the	U.S.	
citizenship	 exam.	 She	 studied	 relent-
lessly.	Through	the	UW	law	school,	she	
received	free	legal	assistance	from	an	at-
torney	who	helped	her	 through	 the	citi-
zenship	application	process.	
Irma	is	back	on	track.	None	of	it	would	

have	 been	 possible	 without	 the	 sup-
port	 services	 of	 the	 North/Eastside	 Se-
nior	Coalition	and	the	generosity	of	 the	
Northside	residents	who	assisted	her.
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2 Bedroom Apartments starting at $940*
1 Bedroom Apartments starting at $790*

*Income restricti ons apply

Heat and underground
parking included

Senior Living Age 55+

Professionally managed by
Oakbrook Corporation

Love living at Sherman GlenLove living at Sherman Glen

Call for upcoming availability

608-241-1190

www.shermanglenapts.com

Adult Day Health Care: A Better Choice

Why Consider 
Specialized Care?
Because we are  dedicated
to older adults in need of: 

• Personalized Support 
for  Medical  Conditions

• Custom Programs 
for  Memory Loss

• Affordable Alternative 
to  In-Home Care

• Trained, Certified Staff

608-663-7117 x101 or 
AdultDayCenterMadison.org

Catholic Charities 
Adult Day Health Center

2917 International Lane 
Madison, WI 53704

Silver Alert provides safety net
By ADAW

Wisconsin now has a system to quickly 
find older adults with memory issues who 
wander, thanks to the efforts of a Wiscon-
sin family with firsthand experience.

A few years ago Claire Baeb and her 
husband, Leo, set off from their Green Bay 
home for a short trip to a doctor’s appoint-
ment and ended up lost for 36 hours. Claire 
has dementia and, while driving had nev-
er been a problem, on this particular trip 
something went wrong. 

When they stopped for gas and couldn’t 
figure out how to put gas in the car, a strang-
er filled the tank for them. After pulling off 
the highway for a nap, they couldn’t navi-
gate themselves back onto the highway. 
A passerby tried to give them directions. 
What these good Samaritans didn’t know 
was that Claire and her husband were lost 
and their family was desperately trying to 
find them. Eventually a police officer in 
West Bend came across them and realized 
something was wrong. They were brought 
to the police station while police notified 
their family. Unfortunately, the ordeal was 
too much for Leo. He passed away a few 
days after they were found. 

Claire and her two daughters began ad-
vocating for change. They worked with 
the Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance of 
Wisconsin (ADAW) to create legislation 
implementing a Silver Alert system for 
Wisconsin. She said, “I just don’t want 
this to happen to anyone else.” Their ef-
forts paid off. Silver Alert legislation was 
signed into law April 11, 2014.

“Statistically if we aren’t able to locate 
a missing person within 24 hours, the 
probability of finding the person alive 

decreases substantially. Obviously, the 
time frame is even shorter when we are 
dealing with extreme heat or extreme 
cold, which are fairly common events in 
our state. This is why we worked so hard 
to get a Silver Alert program developed 
for Wisconsin,” said Rob Gundermann, 
ADAW’s public policy director, who 
worked with the Baeb family to get the 
bill passed.

Silver Alert utilizes the Department of 
Justice integrated crime alert network to 
disseminate reports of missing adults-at-
risk to broadcasters, outdoor advertisers 
and lottery display terminals. Silver Alert 
also uses highway signs to alert the public 
when the missing person is believed to be 
operating a vehicle.

Silver Alerts will be issued when the 
following criteria are met:
• The missing person is 60 years of age 

or older.
• The missing person is believed to have 

Alzheimer’s, dementia, or another 
permanent cognitive impairment that 
poses a threat to the individual’s health 
and safety.

• There is reasonable belief that the 
missing person’s disappearance is due 
to the individual’s impaired cognitive 
condition.

• The Silver Alert request is made within 72 
hours of the individual’s disappearance.

• There is sufficient information avail-
able to disseminate to the public.
The public and businesses are en-

couraged to register to receive Silver 
Alerts and crime alerts via email, text 
message or fax at no cost by going to  
www.wisconsincrimealert.gov.

Northside Winter Market
Jan. 4–March 29

Every other Sunday 10 am–1 pm

Winter Market Dates
Jan. 4 Mar. 1
Jan. 18 Mar. 15
Feb. 1 Mar. 29
Feb. 15

Northside TownCenter
Located on the corner of Northport Dr. and N. Sherman Ave. 

Two doors down from Meikle’s Northside True Value

EBT/FoodShare cards accepted

northsidefarmersmarket.org

By Danielle Thai 
ADAW

The 2012 World Alzheimer’s Report 
found that negative perceptions regard-
ing dementia may lead to the isola-
tion of people with dementia and their 
caregivers. However, the report said, 
“people with dementia and their family 
members will benefit from continuing 
to engage in as many activities as they 
can.” One way organizations around the 
world have addressed this issue is to of-
fer Memory Cafés. 

A Memory Café is an informal gath-
ering place of socialization, support 
and creative enrichment. Cafés enable 
persons with memory loss to share 
fun, laughter and enjoyable activities 
with family members and friends in 
a setting free from awkwardness and 
stigma. The Alzheimer’s & Dementia 
Alliance of Wisconsin (ADAW) cur-
rently facilitates seven Memory Cafés, 
including a new Northside café offered 
in conjunction with the North/Eastside 
Senior Coalition (NESCO). Cultural 
Diversity Specialist Pam Bracey and 
Case Manager Kate Shenker, who are 
the NESCO co-facilitators, work with 
ADAW staff to offer the Memory Café 
at the Warner Park Community Rec-
reation Center on the third Monday of 
each month from 1‒3 pm.

The concept is simple. The goal of the 
Memory Café is to provide a relaxed 
environment in which persons with 

mild cognitive impairment and their 
family members can enjoy the com-
pany of others facing similar challenges 
and learn, laugh and visit together. One 
Memory Café participant stated, “My 
husband and I thought the Memory 
Café was wonderful. We don’t social-
ize much anymore and it was great see-
ing him happy and laughing with oth-
ers. Opportunities like this make life so 
much better.”

Activities are chosen, and some-
times led, by participants depending 
on their interests. Examples include 
creative projects, games, guest pre-
senters, storytelling and simply sharing 
among friends. For more information 
about local Memory Cafes, contact the 
ADAW at 232-3400.

Share laughter and learning at 
Northside Memory Café

Neighbors meet at a Memory Cafe.
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    Hardware Center 
        1398 Williamson St.  257-1630 

   Cast Iron 

               Cookware                                        
  On Sale!Thru March 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

All phases of home remodeling & repair

 ● Additions ● Siding ● Roofi ng ● Garages
 ● Kitchens ● Windows ● Flooring ● Decks & More

Barlow Builders, Inc. proudly supports The River Food Pantry.
Please help those in need. www.riverfoodpantry.org

Thursday
October 14
6-9 pm
At The River
Food Pantry

Tickets available at 
www.riverfoodpantry.org
Proceeds go directly to feeding hungry families.

Celebrating a season
of abundance to
benefit those who
don’t have enough.

Fully insured & licensed • Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE
www.barlowbuildersinc.com

Lamers Bus Lines is accepting applications 
for several part-time mini coach shuttle 

bus drivers and for school bus route 
and field trip drivers.
• Complete training provided
• 401K/Profit sharing
• Earn safety and attendance bonuses
• Competitive wages

Must be 21 years or older with a good driving 
record and able to pass a company paid  
physical, drug screen and background check.

APPLY IN PERSON:
Lamers Bus Lines

217 Raemisch Rd., Waunakee
8:30 am–4 pm

608-850-5253 Dial Ext. 12213 and ask for Bob

www.GoLamers.com
EOE/AA Employer

By Barbara J. Arnold
In the fall of 2005, I received an email 

from the Wisconsin Comprehensive Mem-
ory Program soliciting volunteers to take 
part in the Wisconsin Registry for Alzheim-
er’s Prevention (WRAP). This was to be a 
long-term research study aimed at identify-
ing people at risk for developing Alzheim-
er’s disease. The researchers hoped their 
research projects would lead to a better un-
derstanding of the disease and how to slow 
its growth or prevent its onset.

I was interested in participating as a 
volunteer because members of my family 
are doctors or science researchers, mem-
bers of my extended family had dementia 
in their later years, and I had friends who 
had loved ones with Alzheimer’s disease. 
I had experience as a study volunteer in 
a Post-Polio Syndrome Study that ended 
because of funding cuts. I had enjoyed 
my participation in that study and learned 
a lot of helpful things. I especially have 
used the advice to listen to your body and 
stop to rest before you reach exhaustion, 
because you can recover much faster than 
if you push through to fatigue.

The WRAP study is being conducted by 
Professor Mark Sager, director of the Wis-
consin Alzheimer’s Institute, and Assistant 
Professor Sterling Johnson, Wisconsin 
Comprehensive Memory Program, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Medical School and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Middleton 
Memorial Veterans Hospital. There were 
about 500 participants in the memory and 
cognitive testing. The questionnaires and 

Why I got into 
WRAP

Mission and Values:

To promote the quality of life of 
our communities by empower-
ing others and working together 
to creatively solve unique health 
and long term care needs. 

To operate on a sustainable 
financial basis through growth 
and continuous improvement. 

Our culture is based on integrity, 
accountability and treating our 
members, partners and each 
other with dignity and respect. 

Partnership Dane County
1-800-963-0035

www.carewisc.org/county/dane

By Jennifer Fischer 
Aging & Disability Resource Center 

The Aging & Disability Resource Cen-
ter	 (ADRC)	of	Dane	County	 is	your	first	
stop for accurate, unbiased information on 
all aspects of life related to aging or living 
with a disability. The ADRC is a friendly, 
welcoming place where anyone — indi-
viduals, concerned family or friends, pro-
fessionals working with issues related to 
aging or disabilities — can go for informa-
tion tailored to their situation.

The ADRC provides information on 
a broad range of programs and services. 
We	 help	 people	 apply	 for	 benefits,	 and	
we make referrals to other agencies. We 
serve as an access point for information 
about long-term care options, including 
publicly funded programs. We try to help 
people think through the pros and cons 

of various options in light of their own 
strengths, values and preferences. 
The	ADRC	 also	 has	 benefit	 specialists	

serving persons age 18 and over. They help 
consumers	explore	benefit	options	and	pro-
vide information and assistance regarding 
private	 and/or	 government	 benefits.	 Pro-

grams include, but are not limited to, Medi-
care, Medicaid and Social Security. We also 
assist	with	benefit	appeals	and	denials.	
In	2014	we	fielded	 almost	 24,000	 con-

tacts for information and assistance, re-
sponded to numerous emails, met with 
people	who	came	to	our	office,	and	visited	
hundreds of people in their homes. Our 
goal is to provide resources for older adults 
and persons with disabilities to enable them 
to make informed choices, live indepen-
dent	and	fulfilling	lives,	and	navigate	what	
is sometimes a complex and confusing hu-
man services system. 

Talk with us about: adaptive equipment, 
assisted living/nursing home care, employ-
ment	programs,	financial	aid	and	public	ben-
efits,	 health	 and	 wellness,	 housing	 options	
(including senior and low-income housing), 

in-home care, home maintenance, nutrition 
programs, medical and prescription drug 
coverage, caregiver support, support groups, 
transportation, memory issues, and the choic-
es you have in where to live, what kind of 
help you need, where to receive that care and 
help, and how to pay for it.
Our	 services	 are	 free	 and	 confidential.	

There are no income restrictions to meet in 
order to receive our services. No appoint-
ment is necessary. To contact the ADRC, 
call 240-7400 or email adrc@county 
ofdane.com. We are located at 2865 N. 
Sherman Ave. or visit our website at www.
daneadrc.org.

ADRC connects you with what you need
What is an ADRC? The place for information and assistance.

The ADRC is located in the Northside Town-
Center at the corner of Northport Drive and 
North Sherman Avenue.
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What’s your plumbing project?
New Construction   Remodel   Repairs   Leaks   Gas Piping

Scott Chapman
Owner & Northside Resident

608-513-9241
Various payment options available     MP# 668208

Official College Goal Wisconsin 2015 Sponsor

Get FREE advice  
on completing the FAFSA®

NEED HELP PAYING 
FOR COLLEGE?

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is how 
you apply for federal grants, low-interest federal loans and 
work-study to pay for college. 

You’ll need financial information and tax forms 
For a complete list of what to bring, visit collegegoalwi.org

If you’re headed to college 

in 2015, attend one of these 

College Goal Wisconsin 

events to get expert 

assistance with the FAFSA!

Saturday, Feb. 21, 2 p.m.
DeForest Area High School

815 Jefferson Street

Wednesday, Feb. 25, 6 p.m.
Edgewood College

1000 Edgewood College Drive

Lottie Truman
Owner
1818 Aberg Ave.
Madison, WI  53704 Phone 249-5503

Visit us online today!
www.CountrysideMontessoriPreschool.com

Countryside Montessori Preschool • 721 Northport Drive • 608-244-5433

Countryside Montessori
Caring for children and 
families since 1993

Now Enrolling 
• A few spaces are available

now for this semester
• 2015–16 School Year

Open House
Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015
10:30 am–2:30 pm

By Wally Meyer
Gage Krueger, a member of Northside 

Boy Scout Troop 127, has earned the Eagle 
Scout Award, scouting’s highest honor. For 
his Eagle Scout project, Gage organized a 
work crew that constructed and installed 
the bench seating at the Blackhawk Middle 
School Community Gardens.

Gage has been in scouting since 2010 
and has participated in many campouts, 
hikes, service projects and staffing Cub 
Scout day camp events. He has earned 
more than 21 merit badges, includ-
ing first aid, cooking, swimming and 
wilderness survival. The highlight of 
Gage’s scouting adventure was a back-
packing trek through the mountains 
of New Mexico at the Philmont Scout 
Ranch. Gage’s crew covered more than 
65 miles in 10 days.

Gage is currently a senior at Madison 
East High School and plans to attend col-
lege to pursue a business degree. 

If your son is interested in camping, 
hiking, canoeing and just being outdoors, 

consider joining the Boy Scout program, 
the nation’s largest and most prominent 
values-based youth development organi-
zation. The Boy Scouts have been around 

for over a hundred years. Is your son ready 
for some adventure? Contact Scoutmaster 
Paul Hughes at psusparks@gmail.com for 
more information. 

Gage Krueger earns Eagle Scout

By Elizabeth L. Merfeld  
Madison Metropolitan School District

The Northside’s Lake View and Mendota 
elementary schools are included in a pro-
posed plan for facilities improvements at 16 
schools in the Madison Metropolitan School 
District (MMSD). A referendum to finance 
finalized plans will be on the April ballot. 

The proposed plan, designed as the first 
phase of a long-range planning process 
to improve school buildings, focuses on 
the district’s most critical facility needs — 
space, accessibility and renovations.  

Included is the installation of an elevator 
at Lake View Elementary, one of several 

MMSD schools with second or third floor 
classrooms accessible only by stairs. The 
plan also calls for expanding the school of-
fice and adding a controlled entrance. The 
total estimated cost is $379,210.

Renovation work at Mendota would 
consist of interior and exterior building up-
grades to increase accessibility and create 
conditions more conducive to teaching and 
learning. This would include the addition of 
an elevator, correction of drainage issues, 
HVAC upgrades (including air conditioning 
and boiler replacement), and new ceilings 
and LED lighting throughout. The estimated 
cost is $3,432,730. 

In addition to building improvements, a 
$2,000,000 districtwide technology upgrade 
would replace server and storage systems 
and increase bandwidth as the district plans 
for the acquisition and deployment of com-
puting devices for all students over the next 
four years. 

The entire project, estimated to cost $41 
million, would have an estimated tax impact 
of $62.95 per year for 10 years on an aver-
age home value of $237,000. You can view 
details and draft floor plans for all 16 schools 
at www.mmsd.org/facilities. 

In the coming months, the district will 
hold several informational sessions, includ-
ing meetings at each of the schools identified 
in the plan. Dates and times of the informa-
tional sessions will be announced on www.
mmsd.org and in the district’s biweekly fam-
ily and community e-newsletter, “School, 
Home, Community-Connection,” also avail-
able in Spanish. (You can subscribe at www.
madison.k12.wi.us/newsletter.)

Learn more at www.mmsd.org/facilities, 
or contact MMSD at 663-1879 or via email 
at comments@madison.k12.wi.us. 

Upcoming school district referendum to impact Northside schools

Gage Krueger (above right) earned his 
Eagle Scout Award by installing bench 
seating at the Blackhawk Middle 
School Community Gardens.
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Playground from page 1
and will be installed during a one-day com-
munity build Saturday, May 9. Madison 
Metropolitan School District (MMSD) will 
remove the existing playground and Vogel 
Bros. Building Co. is donating equipment 
and labor to prepare the grounds for place-
ment of the new playground after the spring 
thaw. MMSD also will provide landscap-
ing following the playground build.

“This will be a community project, 
built by families for families,” said Sarah 
Chaja, principal of Gompers Elementary 
School. “A great big thank you goes out 
to all of you who have contributed to our 
new playground.”

The Great Lakes gift was made pos-
sible by the generosity of its employees. 
Donations to the company’s Unite for Our 
Communities campaign were matched 
with corporate dollars to benefi t the Madi-
son offi ce’s adopted schools. 

“Being able to top off the fundraising 
campaign and make this playground pos-
sible was the most exciting thing to hap-
pen in our Adopt-A-School program,” said 
Amy Kerwin, vice president of community 
investments at Great Lakes. “Together we 
are building a stronger Northside.”

Great Lakes is located just 2.5 miles from 

Black Hawk and Gompers and formed a 
partnership with them through the Founda-
tion for Madison’s Public Schools Adopt-
A-School program. Employees give gener-
ously throughout the year to help improve 
educational opportunities at Gompers and 
Black Hawk and provide lasting benefi ts to 
the community.

Commercial Leasing and Property Management
On-site property and tenant management, maintenance 
inspections, repairs and improvements, property tours, 
financial services and more

Snow Removal
Parking lots, driveways, sidewalks, salting

Lawn Care / Landscaping
We maintain your landscape: Lawn mowing, trimming, 
edging, fertilizing, weeding, watering, spring and fall 
cleanup, mulch installation, shrub pruning and trimming

Call now to schedule a free consultation
608-843-0550

A one-stop shop for your
property management needs

Proudly serving the Northside  
and Greater Madison

Diamonddevelopment.biz

All your favorites in a lunch size for 
a lunch price starting January 5th 2015!

www.benvenutos.com
1849 Northport Drive • Madison, WI • 241-1144

Open everyday 11 am-10 pm • Fri & Sat bar open until 11 pm • Locally owned and operated

Co�ee Gallerie
1865 Northport Dr.
284-7747

Hours
M-F 6:30 am-5 pm
Sat 7 am-4 pm
Sun 7 am-2 pm

Drive-thru Happy Hour
$1 Off All Coffee Drinks at our Drive-thru

6-8 am • Monday-Friday
Expires 2/17/15

Stop by and see us!

Great Starter Home!
Beautiful wooded lot, open � oor plan, 

original wood � oors & a � nished lower level!
Contact us for your personal showing!

1905 Tennyson Ln
3 beds, 1 bath, 1,442 sq � , 2 car garage, $129,9003 beds, 1 bath, 1,442 sq � , 2 car garage, $129,900

608.444.5725  www.LizLauer.com

Top: The check that completed the play-
ground fundraising effort. Below: artist 
renderings of the new equipment.

By Cynthia Chin
East High Math Dept.

East High students and current eighth-
graders are in the process of selecting 
courses for 2015-16. Be sure to inves-
tigate all the options and think ahead 
about what can be done now to develop 
skills for a livelihood tomorrow. In ad-
dition to core academic skills, there are 
many opportunities at East High to de-
velop cultural competence and artistic 
talent, investigate specifi c career fi elds, 
and get a head start on earning technical 
certifi cations and Madison College or 
UW-Madison credits. Talk to counselors 
soon about dual credit options, advanced 
placement and the Youth Options pro-
gram, all of which enable prepared and 
motivated students to begin their post-
secondary studies early. For more in-
formation about Youth Options, visit 
https://altedweb.madison.k12.wi.us/
node/124.

Also, high school graduation re-
quirements in the State of Wisconsin 
have changed for students currently in 
ninth and tenth grades. In particular, 
math and science requirements have 
increased. Be sure you understand the 
guidelines as you and your student 
choose classes together.

America Saves Week is Feb. 23‒28
East High students can improve their 

fi nancial know-how in math, social stud-
ies, business, and family and consumer 
science courses. Read that course catalog 

carefully. Learn more by asking a teacher 
or visit http://americasavesweek.org.

Exxon Mobil grant supports update 
of classroom materials

The East High Mathematics and Sci-
ence Departments would like to extend 
thanks to Exxon Mobil for awarding a 
grant of $250 to each department. E xxon 
Mobil has a long history of supporting 
educational programs that focus on im-
provements in these subject areas, and 
this generosity will go a long way to sup-
port the education of math and science 
students here at East High.

Lights, camera … engineering 
East High engineering students will 

be hosting seventh and eighth-grade stu-
dents for several afterschool visits focus-
ing on education and career opportunities 
in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics during the spring of 2015. 
These visits, in addition to a full-day ses-
sion that was conducted in late October, 
have as a common theme, “Engineering 
in Show Business.” Sponsors for 2014-
15 include The Foundation for Madison 
Public Schools, the Madison East High 
Philanthropy Club, Electronic Theatre 
Controls (www.etcconnect.com) and 
various fundraising activities of the Engi-
neering Club. Thank you for your support 
of all these local organizations. For more 
information about engineering careers, 
visit www.discovere.org, www.egfi -k12.
org or www.fabfems.org.
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