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Vera Court Neighborhood Center Staff

Vera Court Neighborhood Center 
hosted its annual Black History Cel-
ebration at the end of February with 
special guests UW-Madison Profes-
sor Sandra Adell, renowned poet 
Fabu and members of the Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity. It was a great eve-
ning with lively performances, deli-
cious food prepared by Vera Court’s 
Kids Café Chef Grace Moran, and 
neighbors connecting with each oth-
er in the middle of our long winter. 

Black History 
Month celebrated

Spring, at last! Come out and play
“Along the river, over the hills, in the ground, in the sky, spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm, new life, new beauty, 
unfolding, unrolling in glorious exuberant extravagance,  — new birds in their nests, new winged creatures in the air, and new 
leaves, new flowers, spreading, shining, rejoicing everywhere.” ~ John Muir

Welcome to spring and welcome to our 
outdoor edition of the Northside News. 
It’s time to awake from our long hiberna-
tion and venture outside again, and the 
Northside offers the perfect opportunities, 
no matter what your interests. Enjoy!

Join us for the next Sunday Supper
March 30 • 5-7 pm

Warner Park Community Recreation Center

Left: “Cattail” by Elizabeth Solomon, an origi-
nal work on display during the art showcase 
“Raising Crane: Impressions of Cherokee 
Marsh” from April 1 to May 31 at Lakeview 
Branch Library. 

Center: Who wants a bug? Tree swallows 
raise babies every year in birdhouses found in 
the gardens, prairie and farm at Troy Gardens. 
Right: Come to Cherokee Marsh in spring to 
see carpets of wildflowers.
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By Sheri Gasser 
Northside News

Stand up paddleboarding (SUP) is a 
sport gaining in popularity. It’s a way to 
be out on the water, take in the scenery 
and get some exercise in the process. The 
Northside of Madison is a perfect location 
for the sport, not only because of the prox-
imity to Cherokee Marsh but also because 
it is home to the largest retail stores and 
distributors of paddleboards in the United 
States — Paddleboard Specialists is locat-
ed just down the road in Westport.

The seven employees at Paddleboard Spe-
cialists are experts in the sport. They teach 
lessons and offer clinics for those interested 
in learning SUP. The staff is committed to 

helping customers find the appropriate gear 
to enjoy the peaceful nature of the sport. This 
is their 30th year in the watersports business. 

Owner Gary Stone explained, “Paddle-
boarding in its simplest form is using an 
oversize surf-type board and a long pad-
dle. Users stand on the board and propel 
themselves forward with a paddle. People 
are often concerned they won’t have the 
balance to do the sport, but standing on 
the board is really easy. SUP has become 
incredibly popular because it is a great 
family activity, being on the water is very 
peaceful, and it can also be an amazing 
core workout if you paddle hard.”

What’s SUP at Paddleboard  
Specialists this spring?

Stand up paddle boarding is gaining popularity in Madison. It is a peaceful and wonderful 
way to spend time on the water....and get a great workout too.
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Black History contInued on page 25
Paddleboard continued on page 8

Northside News 
Volunteer Meeting
Wednesday, April 9 • 6 pm
Lakeview Branch Library

NORTHSIDE NEWS

Find Nort 
in the Northside News 
and win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

FEED Kitchens Bazaar
1219 N. Sherman Ave.

Sat., April 5 • 4-7 pm
An open house for current 
users to showcase and sell 
their products. Everyone 
welcome to tour the facility. 

Summer youth activities listed online
Starting in April, check out great  

opportunities for Northside students  
to enjoy summer.

northsidemadison.org



Comparing Asthma Treatment for
African-Americans

The University of Wisconsin AsthmaNet group
is inviting people to join a research study.

Participant details

n Children, teens and adults eligible

n Diagnosed with asthma

n At least one black grandparent

n The study consists of 15-18 visits 
over 13-16 months

n Taxi service available if needed

n You will be reimbursed up to 
$1360 if you complete the study

FDA-approved medications provided

Contact Info:
For teens and adults:  608-265-8291
For children:  608-263-3360

Go to: www.wiasthma.org
AsthmaNet studies

Or: wiasthma@medicine.wisc.edu

University of Wisconsin
School of Medicine and Public Health
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FREE Conversational English Sessions
Wednesdays: 5:00 pm-9:30 pm

Mandrake Road Church of Christ
4301 Mandrake Rd., Madison, WI 53704

Call (608) 572-3350

Your local branch:

2929 N. Sherman Ave., 
Madison | 246-3505

800-252-6246
anchorbank.com

© 2014 AnchorBank, fsb. 
AnchorBank is a service mark 
of Anchor BanCorp Wisconsin Inc.

Introducing our new suite of checking accounts:

Reward: Get 5 cents with every debit card purchase. 

Choice: Gives you all the control you want.

Advantage: Rewards and interest PLUS five-star benefits!

Student: Free account for students age 24 or under.

Essential: Everything you need to manage your finances.

Open your account today.

Send us a list of all five businesses whose ads you find Nort hiding next to, and 
your name will be added to a raffle for prizes donated by Northside businesses!

Submit your list to:
Northside News
2702 International Lane, Ste 203
Madison, WI  53704
Or email it to us at editor@northsidenews.org

Submission Deadline: May 15, 2014. Include your full name and either your 
phone number or email address so we can contact you if you win. 

And the February / March 2014 winners are...

We’ll be in touch with your prizes!  Thanks to everyone for participating!

Where’s Nort of the Northside?

Arturo Guadarrama
Maxine Meixner

Barb Jenkins
Laura Moench

Helen Valentino

Northside News Volunteer Meeting
Wednesday, April 9 at 6 pm
Lakeview Branch Library

Have ideas? Interested in writing?  
Photography? Join us to brain-
storm for the June/July issue.

Admit it: some of you were beginning 
to wonder. I certainly was. Is it possible? 
Could it ever happen? Of course, it’s al-
ways happened before, but it was begin-
ning to seem more and more unlikely. 
But, yes, indeed, spring has arrived ... 
sort of. Close enough.

In celebration, we give you an issue 
packed with ideas and opportunities 
for being outside on the Northside. Our 
community is home to countless spring-
time events that will transport you to 
many beautiful destinations right here in 
our own backyards. Explore the nooks 
and crannies of Cherokee Marsh with the 
expert advice of various naturalists and 
birders. May 10, participate in a bird cen-
sus count at Lakeview Hill Park. Enjoy 
fresh foods and produce at this season’s 
first	 outdoor	Northside	Farmers	Market	
Sunday, May 4 at 8:30 am and every 
Sunday throughout the summer. And 
then enjoy the art inspired by our North-
side landscapes and wildlife at Lakeview 
Branch Library from April 1 to May 31 
with the “Raising Crane: Impressions of 
Cherokee Marsh” art showcase. 

Capture it!
In the meantime, the Northside News 

is desperately in need of some experi-
enced photographers. We would love 
to capture these colorful, creative mo-

ments happening all over our communi-
ty. Do you like to be out and about with 
your camera? Then email me at editor 
@northsidenews.org and I’ll add you to 
our photographer email list. As photo op-
portunities come up, we’ll post them to 
the list, and you can volunteer if you’re 
available.

Join us!
Finally, a special thanks to our newest 

volunteers, Sheri Gasser, Laurel Samp-
son and Christin Gibbons. Sheri wrote 
her	 first	 article	 for	 us	 this	 issue,	 and	 it	
made it on to the front page. Laurel is go-
ing to be taking up writing assignments 
for future issues. Christin has taken over 
coordination of our Nort scavenger hunt, 
and we couldn’t be more grateful. She’s 
soliciting prizes from local businesses, 
choosing the winners and then distribut-
ing the prizes on our behalf. It’s a won-
derful service to the newspaper, as the 
scavenger hunt has helped our adver-
tisers draw more attention to their ads, 
thereby	making	 the	newspaper	more	fi-
nancially sustainable. Christin has excit-
ing plans for our little mascot, so keep an 
eye out in future issues.

If you’d like to join our team, get in touch 
or join us at our April volunteer meeting.

Jackson Halink of
Drackenbergs would

like to thank his
Northside friends and

neighbors for their
generous donations in 

the wake of  his eye 
surgeries for detached 

retina. He would 
especially like to thank
the Inferno and its staff

for hosting the 
Roast & Toast benefit

in January.
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Feeling off ?
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Sue Gleason 
Chair

Nikki Sanders 
Vice-Chair 
John Boles 
Treasurer

Felicia Butler 

Travis Currier
Jim Krueger
Steve Reese
Marti Ryan
Nancy Stillwell
Tiffany Werner

NPC MISSION
COMMUNITY- 
BUSINESS-PEOPLE
The Northside Planning Coun-
cil’s mission is to improve the 
quality of life for all members of 
the Northside and to enhance 
opportunities for business.
NPC’s priorities are:
COMMUNITY — Communica-
tion and connections within 
the Northside.

BUSINESS — Economic 
success and growth for the 
Northside.

PEOPLE — Ensuring indi-
vidual and family support 
on the Northside.

Board of Directors

NORTHSIDE PLANNING COUNCIL
2702 International Ln., Suite 203
Madison, WI 53704
608-661-0060

NORTHSIDE PLANNING COUNCIL

3NORTHSIDE CHAMPIONS4

3NORTHSIDE STEWARD4 3NORTHSIDE BOOSTER4

3NORTHSIDE SUPPORTERS4

McKinney Dental

Northport/Packers 
Community Learning Centers

3THANK YOU TO THE GENEROUS SPONSORS OF OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT4

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPCIRT-4395B-A

You’re Retired. 
Your Money Isn’t.

To learn why consolidating your retire-
ment accounts to Edward Jones makes 
sense, call or visit today.

You may have given up your traditional job,  
but your retirement money still needs to work.

To help ensure your retirement stays on track, you 
need a clear picture of your investments. Moving 
your accounts to Edward Jones can give you a 
more focused view, and having a consolidated 
statement allows you to help make sure all your 
investments are working together.

Paul D Benrud
Financial Advisor
.

4672 East Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-242-0591

Kevin M Faulkner
Financial Advisor
.

301 N Sherman Ave Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor
.

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Paul D. Benrud
Financial Advisor

4672 E Washington Ave
Madison, WI 53704
608-242-0591

Jeffrey A. Prebish
Financial Advisor

1732 Fordem Ave
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Kevin M. Faulkner
Financial Advisor

301 N Sherman Ave 
Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

www.edwardjones.comwww.edwardjones.com

Member SIPCIRT-4395B-A

You’re Retired. 
Your Money Isn’t.

To learn why consolidating your retire-
ment accounts to Edward Jones makes 
sense, call or visit today.

You may have given up your traditional job,  
but your retirement money still needs to work.

To help ensure your retirement stays on track, you 
need a clear picture of your investments. Moving 
your accounts to Edward Jones can give you a 
more focused view, and having a consolidated 
statement allows you to help make sure all your 
investments are working together.

Paul D Benrud
Financial Advisor
.

4672 East Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-242-0591

Kevin M Faulkner
Financial Advisor
.

301 N Sherman Ave Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor
.

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Lottie Truman
Owner
1818 Aberg Ave.
Madison, WI  53704 Phone 249-5503

Your Northside Planning Council 
(NPC) responds to our community’s needs 
through the creation and implementation 
of a wide variety of programs and projects:
• Our new Northside United meetings
• Creating the Northside Fund
• Guiding the Northside Youth Council 

and putting on the annual Youth Em-
powerment Summit

• Co-facilitation of the Northside Eco-
nomic Development Coalition

• Working with existing FEED Kitchens 
users to create sustainable businesses

• Answering questions and directing 
community members to resources that 
will help them meet their personal 
needs

• Maintaining an up-to-date calendar of 
the diverse events happening in our 
neighborhoods

• Recruiting volunteer writers and pho-
tographers for the Northside News

• Organizing and publicizing community 
forums and events

How do we manage to pay for it all?
The NPC has been very fortunate to 

have the ongoing support of the City of 
Madison through a biannual grant for op-
erations expenses. The reality of our pro-
grams and operations, though, is that this 
grant accounts for just under 20 percent of 
our annual budget. We make up another 30 

percent of our budget in advertising rev-
enue through the Northside News, and 25 
percent comes from FEED Kitchens user 
rental fees.

What about the remaining 25 percent? 
That’s where you come in. In order to 

keep the lights on, the Internet connected, 
paper in the copier and postage in the me-
ter, we rely, not on the kindness of strang-
ers, but on the support of our friends and 
neighbors. Some of that support comes 
through grants or underwriting of regu-
lar expenses, as our good friends at MGE 
do by paying for the printing of the cal-
endar insert you find in each issue of the 
Northside News. But much of our funding 
comes from individuals who recognize the 
value that the NPC brings to the Northside, 
whether in our work to promote the area to 
new businesses, our ongoing relationships 
and communication with city and county 
staff, our convening of community events 
to help you connect with each other and 
learn more about the issues that impact us 
all, or our facilitation of new projects like 
this year’s Northside Independence Day 
celebration.

Help us accomplish all of our 2014 
goals to improve the quality of life for 
every member of our Northside commu-
nity. Inside this issue, you’ll find a return 
envelope, ready to receive your dona-
tion to the Northside Planning Council 
for our programs and projects. Please do-
nate what you can to the NPC. Whether 
large or small, any amount goes a long 
way toward building our community’s 
strengths and connections. You may also 
donate online: northsidemadison.org/ 
fundraising-donations

By the NCS Committee
Celebrate the long awaited arrival of 

spring and come out of hibernation by 
joining your neighbors for a free commu-
nity supper. The third year of Northside 
Community Suppers (NCS) kicks off 
Sunday, March 30, 5‒7 pm at the War-
ner Park Community Recreation Center 
(WPCRC). The menu will be Irish stew, 
coleslaw, bread and dessert. 

The supper is a free meal of simple 
comfort food, an open gym for kids of 
all ages, and an opportunity to meet other 
Northsiders in a relaxed atmosphere.

The NCS Committee welcomes the 
Sherman Neighborhood as the guest spon-
sor for the March 30 supper. Guest sponsor 
duties include helping to promote the event 
and rounding up a few volunteers. If your 
organization wants to sponsor a future sup-
per or if you just want to personally volun-
teer to help serve, clean up or assist with 
the open gym, call 230-1221.

The NSC Committee includes Boo-
merangs Resale Store, Madison School 
Community Recreation, Northside Farm-
ers Market, Northside Planning Council 
and the WPCRC. 

Dates for the 2014 suppers are: 
March 30, June 29, Aug. 17 and Dec. 7

Northside Community Suppers 
kicks off third year March 30
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PLUS GET  YOUR

at  www.anytimefi tness.com

1117 N. Sherman Ave • 608.245.1616

FREE PASSDAY

BRING IN THIS AD AND GET YOUR

FIRST
MONTH

Anytime Fitness
1117 N. Sherman Ave.

(608) 245-1616

Auto Parts
Complete Machine 

Shop Service

Import
Domestic
Truck
Tractor

Open Daily
241-4006

LaundryLand
Drop off Laundry Service 

by the pound

Dry Cleaning

Self-Serve Laundromat

King-Size Washers

Fully Attended

M, Tu, Th, Fr 8 am-last load at 8pm
W 10 am - Last load at 8 pm

Sa, Su 8 am - Last load at 6:30 pm

442-9476

Breakfast Special
Free cup of coffee

Daily Specials
Friday Fish Fry

244-5663
1201 N. Sherman Ave.

HourS
M-Th & Sat: 

6 am-8 pm

Fri: 6 am-9 pm

Sun: 6 am-4 pm

Northside
Family restaurant

Manicures/Pedicures

Acrylic/UV Gel

Pink & White Nails

Hand Designs

Airbrush Designs

Hours
Mon-Fri 9:30 am-8 pm

Sat 9:30 am-6 pm
Sun 11:00 am-4 pm

1171 N. sherman Ave.

Boomerangs 
Resale Store

“Give A Little... Get A Lot”

608-268-0793

www.boomerangsresale.org

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 10 am-7 pm

Sat. 9 am-5 pm

Where “to do” lists get done.

Let us help you with that.

The UPS Store

Shipping Services
Packaging Services
Mailbox and Postal Services
Copying Services
Finishing & Printing Services

The UPS Store
NorthGate Shopping Center

1213 N. Sherman Ave.
663-9090

HMOOB
ORIENTAL
MARKET
608.245.1616

The only Oriental market serving
the Northside! Why shop far away 

when Hmoob Market is right in 
your neighborhood? 

Mon–Sat: 9 am–8 pm
Sun. 9 am–6 pm
1197 N. Sherman Ave.

Your Northside Neighborhood Shopping Center
North Sherman Avenue & Aberg Avenue

Shop NorthGate on the Northside

SAM Simon Real Estate LLC 
www.samsimonrealestate.com

Steve Reese, Realtor
“Northside Resident”

608-444-6947
◆  List your home     ◆  Buyer Agency

◆   Investment Properties     ◆  Market Analysis

FEED growing season is nearly here

Independence Day Parade
By Chris LeMay

“I love a parade, the tramping of feet,
I love every beat I hear of a drum.
I love a parade, when I hear a band
I just want to stand and cheer as they come.
That rat-a-tat-tat, the blare of a horn.
That rat-a-tat-tat, a bright uniform.
The sight of a drill will give me a thrill,
I thrill at the skill of everything military.
I love a parade, a handful of vets,
A line of cadets or any brigade,
For I love a parade.”

Who loves a parade? Everyone loves 
a parade, and a big part of the North-
side Independence Day Celebration 
will be a community parade Saturday, 
July 5 from 9 to 10 am, starting at the 
AnchorBank parking area at Northside 
TownCenter and ending at the Statue 
of Liberty in Warner Park.

The parade will include decorated 
children’s bicycles, dance teams, a 
marching band,  boy and girl scout 
troops and veterans groups, includ-
ing area American Legion and VFW 
posts, Honor Flight honorees, motor-
cycle riders, and Revolutionary and 
Civil War re-enactors. Madison School 
and Community Recreation staff will 
be on-site to help children decorate 
their bikes, and Dream Bikes will have 
their mobile mechanics team available 
to give tune-ups. 

We look forward to presenting a 
parade that combines creativity, com-
munity and fun for Northside children 
and families, while honoring the histo-
ry and purpose of the holiday and the 
people who have served our country. If 
you are interested in helping make our 
parade a great experience for every-
one involved, please contact Chris Le-
May at 260-8667 for more information.

Musicians wanted
By Jim Carrier

Are you a musician who would like to 
entertain Saturday July 5, at the North-
side Independence Day celebration?

We are looking for six acts willing 
to donate a 30-minute set between 
11 am and 3 pm at the Warner Park 
shelter. We are looking for family-
friendly entertainment. 

Soloists, duos, small bands or choirs 
performing all styles of music are in-
vited to submit a video or audio audi-
tion. A committee will choose the acts. 
Send files, links and any questions to 
Jim Carrier at jimcarrier@msn.com.

Musicians will be playing for free, 
but may sell their CDs. Amplification 
with a microphone will be provided.

You will be part of the new North-
side Independence Day neighbor-
hood celebration that will feature 
games, food, nature walks, history 
lessons and fireworks.

Participate in the Independence Day 
Family Celebration on the Northside By Adam J. Haen 

FEED Kitchens

It has been a long, snowy and bitterly 
cold winter, but thankfully spring is just 
around the corner. It seems that every 
spring there is a mad dash of activity as 
people try to get as much done as pos-
sible in the warm weather months. This 
pattern will also hold true for us here 
at the FEED Kitchens. We are getting 
ready to welcome users whose busi-
ness is concentrated into the late spring, 
summer and early fall months as they 
join our ever-expanding group of year-
round users. 

The warm-weather users include food 
cart vendors and caterers. These two 
groups were a focal point during con-
struction planning of the Kitchens. FEED 
provides  dedicated space with state-of-
the-art equipment that allows current 
businesses to expand and new businesses 
to get off the ground. We look forward to 
getting	feedback	after	their	first	summer	
season so we can continually improve 
the Kitchens to meet their needs. 

We have been contacted by some tru-

ly awesome startups that we had never 
envisioned using our services. I don’t 
want to give too much away because the 
proprietors are still working on business 
plans, licensing and such, but we can 
look forward to some amazing organic 
popsicles, bayou-inspired Cajun cooking 
and a traditional treat from India that will 
be worth the wait. We’ll bring you up-
dates in the future about where you can 
find	 the	products	and	services	 they	will	
be offering.  

The FEED Kitchens would never have 
gotten off the ground without the help 
of many community members, too nu-
merous to list here, and we can’t thank 
them enough. This doesn’t mean we are 
done, or that there isn’t something you 
can do to help us now, or in the future. 
Check our Facebook page and website 
for updates about upcoming events, such 
as our FEED Bazaar Saturday, April 5, 
from 4-7 pm at the FEED Kitchens. This 
is an open house where current users can 
showcase and sell some of the products 
to the general public. We hope to see all 
of you there. 
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611 North Sherman Ave. in Lakewood Plaza     •     608.663.5500      •      www.mannacafe.com

Tues. thru Sat. 5pm to 9pm

✿ Entrees and desserts

✿ Starters and sandwiches

✿ Now serving beer and wine

✿ Reservations accepted

Dinner is served!
Find comfort in food and friends

Dinner is served!
Find comfort in food and friends

Manna, strictly a Northsider
For Co�ee, Bakery, Breakfast, Lunch and now Dinner

GET TO KNOW YOUR SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES

School Board 
Candidate Question
Please describe two  
concrete, measurable  
goals you would like to  
accomplish in your term 
on the School Board.

Ed Hughes – Seat 7
For more information: 
http://edhughesschool 
blog.wordpress.com/
While I can accomplish 
very little as an individ-
ual School Board mem-

ber, I hope that, working effectively with 
my School Board colleagues, we’re able 
together to achieve the following goals.

My first goal is that, during my next three-
year term, the school district remains fo-
cused and achieves measurable progress on 
the five priority areas identified in our Stra-
tegic Framework: providing every student 
with a rigorous, well-rounded, coherent and 
culturally responsive curriculum keyed to 
the Common Core State Standards; engag-
ing our students in charting personalized 
pathways toward achieving their goals; ef-
fectively enlisting parents and community 
members as partners in their students’ learn-
ing; cultivating a work environment that at-
tracts, develops and retains a top-notch and 
diverse workforce of principals, teachers 
and staff; and ensuring accountability at all 
levels of the school district organization.

My second goal is that during this time 
of diminished state support to education, 
we find the resources to fund adequately 
our learning, technology and facilities 
needs while paying our teachers and staff 
something close to what they are worth, 
while remaining as restrained as possible 
in the extent to which we must increase 
our property taxes.

If I were allowed a third goal, it would 
be that a current member of the Madi-
son School Board be elected governor at 
some point during my next term.

Michael Flores – Seat 6
For more information: 
http://www. floresfor 
education.org/
Two concrete and mea-
surable goals that I will 
pursue if elected to the 

school board are increasing the hiring and 
retention of staff of color by 2 percent each 
year, and providing enriching opportunities 
to 10 percent more students each year. We 
continue to see gaps in achievement and 
behavior data for students of color, special 
education students and students living in 
poverty. We struggle with an overrepresen-
tation of students of color in special edu-
cation and behavior referrals, while these 
same groups are underrepresented in TAG 
identification and advanced programming.

Both goals connect to closing the 
achievement gap. Art, music, outdoor 
education and athletics help develop all 
areas of a student’s life. As we build ex-
citement about the opportunities in our 
schools, our students will be engaged and 
our schools will be more competitive. 
Community support and partnerships are 
instrumental to ensuring that our students 
have the resources and support necessary 
to succeed. Greater diversity in our staff 
will help to ensure a welcoming environ-
ment that honors all families. Diversity is 
a great asset, because it exposes students 
to a variety of perspectives in the class-
room, increases creativity and prepares 
them to compete globally. As a school 
board member, I will bring together all 
groups to ensure that our school district is 
competitive and that all students experi-
ence success in our schools.

Wayne Strong – Seat 6
For more information: 
https://sites.google.com/ 
site/strongforschools/
The first concrete mea-
surable goal I would 
like to accomplish is 

reducing the great disparity in terms of 
rates of suspensions for African Ameri-
can students within the district.During 
the last academic school year, African 
American students were suspended at a 
rate of nearly 24 percent.This compares 
to 6 percent for the next highest group.In 
order for us to begin to close an achieve-
ment gap that has existed for far too long 
in our district, we must substantially re-
duce these suspensions.Once we begin 
to see a reduction in suspension rates, I 
believe we will begin to see reductions in 
high rates of absenteeism and truancy as 
well as referrals for expulsions.

The second measurable goal I would 
like to accomplish is improving the dis-
mal rate of graduation rates of African 
American and Latino students. During 
the last academic school year, the rates 
were an embarrassing 53 percent and 62 
percent respectively.I believe that if we 
substantially decrease the kind of exclu-
sionary discipline practice that leads to 
out of school suspensions that we will 
see a rise in the rate of graduation.This 
includes a host of strategies from ex-
panding restorative justice practices to 
providing teachers with increased skills 
to manage the type of disruptive class-
room behavior that can result in out of 
school suspensions. In school suspen-
sions are far more preferable.

School Board
Candidates Forum

On April 1, Madisonians head to 
the polls to vote for school board 
members in two of the seven board 
seats. To help you make an informed 
decision about this most local of poli-
tics, the Northside Planning Council 
and the East Attendance Area PTO 
Coalition are co-hosting a candidate 
forum with all three candidates. 

The forum will be held Sunday, 
March 30, from 4–5 pm, at the War-
ner Park Community Recreation 
Center. There will be questions pre-
pared by the hosts and time for audi-
ence questions as well. We’ve invited 
the candidates to stay after the forum 
for the Northside Community Sup-
per, which immediately follows the 
forum. Child care for those under age 
5 will be available.

VOTE APRIL 1
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Moving April 1st to 2801 E. Washington Ave! 
Conveniently located In the Madison East Shopping Center. 

Providing high quality veterinary care for dogs, cats and small mammals for almost 14 years. 
Come see our larger cat and small mammal boarding areas! Offering Therapeutic Laser 

Therapy for wound healing, joint conditions and other medical problems.

Check out:
www.healthypetvetclinic.com 
for pictures and more information. 

Healthy Pet Veterinary Clinic
2801 E. Washington Ave
Madison, WI 53704

608-294-9494

By Lauri Lee 
Northside Business Association

As the economy improves, the buzz 
surrounding the property at the Dane 
County Airport entrance at Pack-
ers Avenue, International Lane  and 
Anderson Street is increasingly opti-
mistic about what might locate there. 
As	the	first	and	last	view	of	Madison	
by business, political and tourism 
visitors traveling through the air-
port,	 development	 of	 this	 property	
is	 important	 to	 the	perception	of	 the	
Northside,	City	of	Madison	and	 sur-
rounding region. 
Development	on	 the	north	edge	of	

the	 property	 calls	 for	 a	 series	 of	 us-
ers such as a small hotel, restaurant, 
convenience store, bank and a variety 
of	 service	 retailers	 to	 serve	 the	 sur-
rounding area. The18-acre mixed-use 
commercial park, known as Corben 
Business Campus (CBC), extends 
along Packers Avenue. “The expan-
sive	views	of	the	park-like	setting	of	
the	neighboring	Bridges	Golf	Course	
with	 the	visibility	from	40,000	pass-

ing cars, accessibility to major high-
ways serving the city as well as be-
ing on the bus and bike path system, 
make locating a business on the cam-
pus very appealing,” said developer 
Marty	 Rifken,	 of	 The	 Rifken	Group	
(TRG). The city plan to extend Pan-
kratz Street southward to connect to 
Shopko Drive and Aberg Avenue/
Hwy 30 stoplights will provide direct 
access to East Washington Avenue, 
Hwy. 151, Hwy. 51, Hwy. 30 and the 
Interstate system.  
The	 CBC	 is	 suited	 for	 a	 variety	

of	 purposes	 including	 retail,	 office	
and	 light	 manufacturing.	 “A	 4.8-
acre and a seven-acre parcel on the 
business campus provide opportu-
nity	for	construction	of	buildings	as	
small	 as	 10,000	 square	 feet	 and	 as	
large	 as	 100,000	 square	 feet,”	 said	
Rifken.	 Multiple	 forms	 of	 owner-
ship that include lease, joint ven-
ture	 and	 full	 ownership	 are	 avail-
able. The design is a campus style 
approach where tenants share onsite 
amenities. 

Marty	Rifken,	 founder	and	owner	
of	TRG,	is	a	member	of	the	Northside	
Business Association and Northside 
Economic Development Coalition. 
In	business	 for	more	 than	45	years,	
he’s been involved with leasing, 
brokerage, management, renova-
tion and new development projects 
throughout	 the	 city	 of	Madison.	 In	
addition to typical brokerage and 
development	 activities,	Rifken	 pro-
vides consulting services to clients 
who	 need	 to	 formulate	 a	 plan	 for	
adaptive	 re-use	 of	 their	 investment	
real estate or plan new development 
for	vacant	 land.	His	 involvement	 in	
the renovation and new construc-
tion	process	is	total:	from	feasibility	
analysis and market research, to rep-
resentation	 before	 city	 review	 pan-
els, to collaboration on architectural 
plans	and	construction,	to	financing	
and leasing services to the seller, 
buyer, tenant and landlord. 
The	Rifken	Group	is	located	at	14	

W.	Mifflin	 St.,	Madison	 53703	 and	
can be reached at 258-4640. 

The Rifken Group poised to develop 
Corben Business Campus near airport 

By Sue Berg 
Independent Living, Inc.

Constructing a building requires 
more than designs, material and la-
bor. It requires patience, and that’s 
just what Independent Living, Inc. has 
been demonstrating in abundance.  
The	 local	 nonprofit	 group	 plans	

to build a senior living community 
on Tennyson Lane. Late in 2013, 
the city’s Urban Design Committee 
(UDC), Plan Commission and Com-
mon	Council	all	gave	approval	for	the	
General	Design	Plan	for	the	site.	Now	
the process is being repeated, this time 
with	more	refined	plans.		

Rita Giovannoni, CEO at Indepen-
dent	 Living,	 Inc.,	 said	 the	 refined	
designs	 have	 more	 definition	 about	
the	 use	 of	 interior	 space.	 “While	 we	
don’t	 have	 pictures	 yet	 of	 what	 the	
various interior spaces will look like, 
we	 do	 know	 how	 everything	 will	 fit	
in the space we have to work with:  
the apartments, the commercial kitch-
en,	 the	 bakery/café,	 our	 community	
spaces,	 our	 health/fitness	 center	 and	
so	 forth,”	 she	 said.	 In	 addition	 to	 in-
dependent senior apartments, the new 
housing	community	will	offer	assisted	
living and memory care. The assisted 

living units will be designed as small 
apartments, based on research into 
best practices, she added. 

To keep construction costs manage-
able	and	resulting	rents	affordable	In-
dependent Living, Inc. is conducting 
a capital campaign, Building Inde-

pendent Futures. Donations and other 
support are welcome at any time, said 
Fund Development Director Nicole 
Schultz. 
For	 more	 information,	 contact	

Schultz	 at	 274-7900	 or	 nschultz@ 
independentlivinginc.org.  

More approvals 
pending for 
senior housing 
on Tennyson 
Lane 

NORTHSIDE NEWS
Your community newspaper 
for 19 years and counting ...
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By Lauri Lee
Northside Business Association

The Easter Bunny is coming to the 
Northside to share breakfast and hand 
out baskets of goodies to children and 
their parents at the Northside Busi-
ness Association (NBA) Third Annual 
Breakfast with the Bunny. Organized 
to benefi t Northside food pantries, the 
family event will be held Saturday, 
April 12, from 8‒10:30 am at Benvenu-
to’s Italian Grill, located in the North-
side TownCenter.

Participants will enjoy a breakfast 
that includes scrambled eggs, pancakes, 
ham, bacon, biscuits and gravy. While 
parents and grandparents snap photos, 
children have the opportunity to sit on 
the huggable, lovable lap of the cos-
tumed bunny and receive a basket of 
goodies. Baskets are available to the 
fi rst 250 children who attend. 

“This springtime event reminds every-
one that food pantries have year-round 
needs,” said Margo Dixon, the event 
chair. “Breakfast with the Bunny partic-
ipation is a fun way for the community 

to help stock food pantry shelves. The 
NBA is pleased to once again organize 

this fun, family event and make a differ-
ence for those who might not otherwise 
have enough food to eat.” 

Breakfast with the Bunny tickets are 
$6 for adults and $4 for children ages 
3‒10. Children under age three are ad-
mitted free. Tickets can be purchased at 
AnchorBank, 2929 N. Sherman Ave.; 
DuWayne’s Salon, 2114 N. Sherman 
Ave.; The UPS Store, 1213 N. Sherman 
Ave.; and Benvenuto’s, 1849 Northport 
Dr. Business sponsorships are available 
and donations from the community will 
be accepted. To contribute, please con-
tact Margo Dixon at 663-9090. 

Children invited to Breakfast with the Bunny

 

         Thinking of buying or selling a home? 
         Talk to me first.  I WILL save you money because 
        I share my success with those who help me succeed -MY CLIENTS! 

 
 
Let’s have a cup of coffee and talk. No pressure! 

 
Buy. Sell. Get Cash Rewards.© 
 

Lori Morrissey, Realtor 
Call me today at  

(608) 381-4804  
 

Scrambled eggs, pancakes, ham, 
bacon, biscuits & gravy

Tickets available in advance and the 
day of the event at Benvenuto’s

Saturday, March 23
8-10:30 am

$6 Adults/$4 Kids
Benvenuto’s Italian Grill

1849 Northport Dr.

Sponsored by Northside Business Association. Net proceeds to benefit Northside food pantries.

Save the date!

Mark the calendar now

Children

Saturday, April 12

Paddleboard from page 1

Paddleboard Specialists participates 
in several charitable events and hosts an 
SUP event of their own. The company 
participates in and sponsors the nonprof-
it Madison Youth Sailing Foundation, 
where staff members teach children ages 
7 to 17 sailing, windsurfi ng and stand up 
paddleboarding. The company donates 
windsurfi ng equipment to the foundation, 
maintains the equipment, and assists in 
running the nonprofi t foundation. It also 
runs the Paddle for the Polar Bears event, 
which raises money to benefi t the new Ar-
tic Passage, currently under construction 
at the Henry Vilas Zoo.

Paddleboard Specials will also run the 
upcoming Midwest Stand Up Paddle Fes-
tival, which will be held July 11‒12 at Brit-
tingham Boats, 701 Brittingham Pl., Madi-
son. This event is a great opportunity to 
learn everything about SUP. Take a lesson, 
test out gear and be part of an attempt to 
break the Guinness World Record for the 
largest SUP yoga class. Paddleboard Spe-
cialists staff, top racers and experts from 
the industry will be on hand to assist you.

According to Stone, “paddleboarding 
is easy and only about one in 50 people 
gets wet the fi rst time they try it.” He 
added, “the key to success is having 
the proper equipment and instruction 
from our excellent instructors.” Whether 
you’re a beginner or a pro, Paddleboard 
Specialists can get you fi tted out and 
standing up on the water. 

Paddleboard Specialists is located in 
the town of Westport at 5495 Catfi sh 
Court. The phone number is 1-877-
473-1199 and their website is www.
paddleboardspecialists.com. Hours are 
Monday‒Friday, 9 am‒5 pm.

A group of kids enjoy themselves at the 2013 Breakfast with Bunny event.
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