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50 Gal RainReserve

w/Diverter
Reg. $149.99

Truckload Discount$119.99

 Pick-up at Alliant Energy Center, Olin Ave Parking Lot, Sat May 7th 10am-2pm
Pre-Order now at www.RainReserve.com/madison

COMPOST BIN & RAIN BARREL TRUCKLOAD SALE! 
SAT MAY 7TH

R A I N    R E S E RV EHosted by the City of Madison &

100 Gal RainReserve

w/Diverter
Reg. $299.99

Truckload Discount$214.99

65 Gal Compost Bin

Reg. $99.99
Truckload Discount$69.99

 Limited Quantity

Reserve yours today! 

East Madison 
Community 
Center plans 
anniversary 
celebration

By Alison Ahlgrim
East Madison Community Center

This year marks the 50th anniver-
sary of the East Madison Commu-
nity Center (EMCC). To celebrate, 
we will host a big community festi-
val Saturday, Aug. 20, from 2‒7 pm. 
Save the date.

In the meantime, we need your 
help collecting stories and memo-
ries about EMCC. If you would 
like to share a favorite memory of 
EMCC, please email info@east
madisoncc.org or call 249-0861.

If you want to volunteer and/or 
have any ideas for activities or en-
tertainment at the celebration, please 
contact Tom or Alison at 249-0861. 
We are also seeking festival sponsors 
(businesses, foundations, individu-
als, service clubs, etc.) to help with 
expenses and to support EMCC. If 
you or anyone else you know might 
be interested, let us know.

Follow EMCC on social media 
for memories, updates and more. 
Facebook.com/eastmadisoncc, @
eastmadcc on Instagram, and @east-
madisoncc on Twitter.

Willy Street from page 1 
Willy Street Co-op has also conducted 

its own price checks and has come to a 
similar conclusion: they will be able to of-
fer similar and possibly lower pricing on 
comparable products at Pierce’s. 

Thomas continued, “What I also hear 
from people is the worry that there won’t 
be the full range of products, and I think 
that’s going to be true for some things. 
Other things like chips and soda aren’t 
regularly available in the familiar brands at 
Willy Street, but they would be available at 
Walgreens and the Dollar Store.” 

In terms of selection, Willy Street Co-op 
does carry conventional foods at its cur-
rent sites, and because the Northside site 
is much larger than its other stores, there 
will be more opportunities to experiment 
with the ratio of organic and convention-
al foods. According to the Reader, “The 
mix of certifi ed organic and conventional 
product has fl uctuated based on a number 
of things including the requests from our 
Owners at each location, pricing, availabil-
ity, sales numbers, and giving preference to 
local procurement over organic certifi ca-
tion... In the case of the northside location 
in question, we would review the sales at 
the current store, reach out to the neighbor-
hood for feedback, and start with a product 
mix that includes products the neighbor-
hood currently enjoys in addition to what 
we already offer at our other locations.”

The Co-op already stocks products made 
at the Northside’s FEED Kitchens and has 
indicated interest in making Northside prod-
ucts available at a potential “Willy North.” 

Packer resident and staff member David 
Montgomery said, “I don’t know much of 
Willy Street, but it’s something I would like 
to learn about, and I will try it, just to see. 

Every other Friday, Pierce’s would get a 
shipment in of mustard and collard greens 
for the people who want it, and I’m hoping 
the Co-op will do something like that, too. 
Sales and coupons are also very important. 
And I hope they make it welcoming. You 
like to go somewhere and feel at home. 
They need the people in the community to 
shop there for it to survive.”

Montgomery continued, “I don’t want 
to see this store come in unless they can 
assist elderly people who can’t carry 
their groceries.”

Thomas is also eager to work with Willy 
Street Co-op on setting up a better system 
for grocery carts, which often migrate back 
to the town houses since residents there 
usually walk to the grocery store. “There 
are a lot of our older people who are de-
pendent on walking. They are still solid 
enough to walk to and from the store, but 
they just can’t carry all of their groceries.”

On  another side of Northside TownCen-
ter are the residents of the Sherman Neigh-
borhood Association, the neighborhood that 
organized the successful yard art project in 
2015. At the association’s March 7 meeting, 
60 people, including residents and several 
Willy Street Co-op board and staff mem-
bers, participated in a brainstorming exer-
cise about the proposed store, facilitated by 
neighbor Dawn Scott-Papke. 

Ideas and suggestions generated in-
clude: an outdoor courtyard with benches 
and greenspace, both diverse and familiar 
brands, affordable food and discounts for 
low-income residents, jobs for residents, 
strong Northside connections, Mallards 
and Lakeview Library partnerships, nu-
trition education, cooking classes, ATM, 
Red Box, post offi ce, better bus access 
and an improved parking lot.

Dolores Kester, association co-chair, com-
mented, “Our neighborhood is excited about 
the many doors that appear to be opening 
on the Northside, including possibly Willy 
North... and [we’re] looking forward to hav-
ing conversations with our possible new 
neighbors about what works best for our 
neighborhood and the whole Northside.”

Sherman resident Chris Elholm said, 
“I’ve been a member of the Willy Street 
Co-op for many years and am excited 
about the prospect of a convenient, neigh-
borhood location to buy fresh, local, and 
organic year-round. I commend the Co-op 
for considering the diverse population of 
the Northside and their plans to offer food 
choices for the budgets of all shoppers.”

Becoming an owner at Willy Street comes 
with an exemption from the 5% surcharge 
on purchases for non-owners, as well as par-
ticipation in Owner Rewards sales. Owner-
ship costs $56 for an individual or $91 for 
a household, and it can be paid off in seven 
annual installments. Ownership equity can 
be refunded or donated to charity at any time 
if a member decides to leave the Co-op. 

Shoppers with a fi nancial need who 
qualify for the Access Discount Program 
can shop with a 10% discount and can 
join for as little as $4 per year until their 
Ownership share is paid off. FoodShare 
(the QUEST Card) will be available, and 
Willy Street is currently investigating 
licensing to accept WIC payments at a 
possible “Willy North.”

Gift Ownerships are also available for 
those who would like to give either a par-
tial or full Ownership share to others.

Learn more about the Co-op’s poten-
tial plans for this location at http://willy
street.coop/reader/march-2016/public
-feedback-about-potential-third-store
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Welcome to

Northport
Laundry

Easy Access
Up to the Door Parking
Small & Big Loads Welcomed

1417 Northport Drive - Madison, WI
(Next to Culver’s)

Elvis, Rodney Dangerfield, President Grover  
Cleveland, John Philip Sousa, JFK and you

By Don Sanford 
MSCR

What experi-
ence do these and 
other luminar-
ies have in com-
mon? Find out 
when you step 
aboard an MSCR 
pontoon boat for 
a cruise into the 
social history of 
Lake Mendota. 

This summer join Lake Mendota his-
torian, Captain Don Sanford, on his Lake 

Mendota Celebrity Cruise aboard one of 
the MSCR pontoon boats. It’s a three-
hour voyage into the social and cultural 
history of the Mendota lakeshore. 

Don is the author of “On Fourth Lake: 
A Social History of Lake Mendota.” 
You’ll learn some of the fascinating sto-
ries about these and other famous visitors 
and see Madison from a different point 
of view. We’ll take a look at the work 
of Madison’s notable architects —Law, 
Law and Potter; Claude & Starck; Alvan 
Small; Lew F. Porter and Frank Riley — 
that you can see only from the lake. And 
you might even have a chance to sing, 

“When it’s dark on Observatory Hill.”
Here are the 2016 cruise dates and times:
Friday,	June	24,	5‒8	pm
Sunday,	July	10,	5‒8	pm
Sunday,	Aug.	7,	5‒8	pm
Sunday,	Sept.	25,	10	am‒1	pm
Cruises depart from the MSCR pontoon 

boat dock on the Yahara River near Tenney 
Park, 1615 Sherman Ave. Find the sched-
ule and a registration form at the MSCR 
website, www.mscr.org/Pontoon-Boat-
Program.cfm	or	call	MSCR	at	204-4581.

Don is also available for private char-
ters on the MSCR pontoon boats. Please 
contact MSCR to book.

Capt. Don Sanford

D
on

 K
er

kh
of

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

Feed the Need. Sip. 
Savor. Support.

By The River Food Pantry

The River Food Pantry is hosting its 
first	culinary	tasting	event.	“Feed	The	
Need. Sip. Savor. Support.” will be 
held	Sunday,	June	5,	3‒6	pm,	at	The	
East Side Club, 3735 Monona Dr. Part-
nering with Ale Asylum and Madison 
Originals, a variety of local, favorite 
restaurants will provide delicious food 
and drinks for everyone to sample. 

To date Banzo, Daisy Café & Cup-
cakery, Dotty Dumpling’s Dowry, 
Essen Haus, Imperial Garden, Lili-
ana’s Restaurant, Manna Café, The 
Old Fashioned, Porta Bella, Roman 
Candle Pizzeria, Short Stack Eatery, 
Sprecher’s, J Henry & Sons Bourbon, 
Wollersheim Winery and The Wonder 
Bar are on board. Come sample local 
flavors	while	supporting	a	great	cause.

Tickets are $40 per person. Find 
more information at www.riverfood-
pantry.org and Facebook/TheRiver-
FoodPantry. 

By Hannah Becker 
The River Food Pantry

Kevin Breunig 
has been a dedi-
cated volunteer at 
The River Food 
Pantry since 
spring 2012. “I 
was searching for 
volunteer opportu-
nities and instantly 
fell in love with 
this place,” Kevin 

said. He works in construction and helps at 
The River during winter months and rainy 
days. “The stories I hear and the people I 
meet at The River is what keeps me coming 
back every year,” he said. “This place is like 

therapy for the soul.” 
While interacting with people at The 

River, Kevin has experienced many touch-
ing moments. The most heartwarming was 
when he dressed as Santa Claus during the 
2015 holiday dinner. “Just seeing the look 
on the children’s faces as they came up to 
talk to me,” Kevin said, grinning from ear 
to ear, “reminded me of when my girls be-
lieved in Santa and even when I believed in 
Santa Claus; just that miracle that you be-
lieve it’s all real.”

If you’re thinking about helping out at 
The River, Kevin suggests coming in with 
an	 open	mind.	 “It	will	 definitely	 fill	 your	
heart,” he said. “If you truly look at the 
whole operation from front to end, you will 
see	the	benefit	that	people	reap.	It	will	warm	

your heart without a doubt.”
Kevin recalled a time when a man with 

tears in his eyes walked into The River 
during a pantry session. Instead of getting 
in line to receive food, the man began to 
walk back toward the door. Kevin stopped 
him and asked what was wrong. “The man 
was going through a tough time and wasn’t 
sure if he could shop,” Kevin explained. 
“He was going through a divorce and was 
currently sleeping in his car.” Kevin helped 
the man shop the pantry and got him things 
he could use in his car. “Before he left, the 
man turned around and hugged me and said 
thank you for being here,” Kevin recalled. 
“Stories like that is the reason why I volun-
teer at The River.”

In 2015 volunteers donated 46,746 hours 

of service at The River, assisting during 
pantry sessions, helping serve hot meals, 
stocking the pantry, sorting clothes and 
cleaning the facility. The River runs on  
volunteer-power.

There are many ways to support The 
River: host a food and clothing drive, make 
a monetary donation, sponsor events and 
more. To learn about ways to support The 
River Food Pantry, visit www.riverfood 
pantry.org. 

Meet a River Food Pantry volunteer 
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Kevin Breunig 

 

611 North Sherman Ave. in Lakewood Plaza
608.663.5500 • www.mannacafe.com

Open 6 AM to 8 PM Weekdays • 7 AM to 2 PM Weekends

i Jerusalem 
chicken sliders

i Beef brisket 
over spatzel

i Mulligatawny 
stew

i Pan-fried 
catfish

i Taco night

Manna, strictly a Northsider
Mon.–Fri. 6 am–8pm • Sat-Sun 7 am–2 pm

Join us for dinner Monday through  
Friday with nightly specials

Join us for dinner Monday through  
Friday with nightly specials



NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORS
Page 12 • Northside News • April/May 2016 www.NorthsideMadison.org

learn more: mge.com/Energy2030

• Cleaner energy.  

• Reduced emissions.  

• Innovative products and services.

“Working together, we can harness the power of  
new technologies to reduce our collective energy  
usage—and costs—to create a better, more 
sustainable future for our community.” 

— Gary Wolter, MGE Chairman, President and CEO  

learn more: mge.com/Energy2030

• Cleaner energy.  

• Reduced emissions.  

• Innovative products and services.

“Working together, we can harness the power of 
new technologies to reduce our collective energy 
usage—and costs—to create a better, more 
sustainable future for our community.” 

— Gary Wolter, MGE Chairman, President and CEO 

GS2176  2/16/2016

Open 7 days a week! 
3pm-midnight

605 N. Sherman Avenue 
(Lakewood Plaza on Madison’s North Side)

513-2596
Madison’s Premiere 

Cigar Bar & Cocktail Lounge

★ Indoor smoking

★ Air filtration system

★ Enticing ambience

★ Full service bar

★ Fine humidified cigars

★ Exotic beers, wines & liquors 

★ Top quality cigarettes 

★ TVs for sports, etc.

★ Smoking tools & gifts

★ Pipes & custom tobaccos

★ Bi-monthly Pipe Club meetings

Hosted by Jackson  
& his top-notch staff 

drackenbergs_northsidenews_9-09.indd   1 9/22/09   6:24:49 PM

NSTC continued from page 1
they’ve worked hard to attract. Grocery 
stores and fresh foods have always been 
a priority, and exciting developments at 
the Northside TownCenter in that regard 
appear imminent.

The food component is important, not 
least because of the Bruns family history. 
Under Ernest Bruns, the dairy farm became 
one of the principal providers of milk to what 
was then a new city. It was delivered in a 
horse-drawn wagon. With Ernest’s death in 
1903, his son Ernest August Bruns took over.

“He’s the one who really developed the 
dairy farm,” Don Bruns said of his grandfa-
ther. Ernest A. bought more land — bring-
ing the farm’s total to close to 100 acres by 
1910 — and installed Guernsey dairy cattle.

The death of Ernest A. Bruns in 1953 
placed the farm in the hands of his sons, 
Richard and Ernest E. (Ernie) Bruns. Nei-
ther envisioned a career in farming. They 

loved hunting on the land, but the chores 
never seemed to end. The city was also en-
croaching. Richard, who was in the insur-
ance business, and Ernie, who had a law 
degree and worked as a claims adjustor, 
began to consider other options.

Richard’s offi ce was on the west side, and 
it was likely his friendship with some of the 
people behind Hilldale, a proposed west side 
shopping center, that led to the Bruns broth-
ers establishing Sherman Plaza, Inc. in 1960.

Hilldale opened in 1961, and it origi-
nally appeared Sherman Plaza would, 
too. A Jan. 18, 1961, Wisconsin State 
Journal article was headlined, “Bruns 
Farm Soon to Be Shop Center.” Ren-
nebohm Drugstore and a Kroger grocery 
were mentioned as potential tenants.

They were early tenants, but construc-
tion was delayed, and Sherman Plaza 
did not open until the fi rst few months 
of 1966. Another State Journal article at 

the time indicated the opening would be 
late January, but a 1996 Northside News 
story put the Sherman Plaza opening in 
March 1966. It was defi nitely open by 
April, when the arrival of a new tenant, a 
W. T. Grant variety store, was front page 
news in The Capital Times.

Regardless, 2016 marks the 50th anni-
versary. A fourth generation of the Bruns 
family became more seriously involved 
with Sherman Plaza following the death of 
Richard Bruns in 2000. (Richard’s brother, 
Ernie, had always been less hands-on. Er-
nie became a legendary coach in baseball 
leagues around Madison.)

Dave and Don Bruns have steered Sher-
man Plaza for the past decade and a half. 
There have been challenges and also nu-
merous highlights, including the opening 
of a Kohl’s grocery shortly after Richard’s 
death, and then in 2005 after Kohl’s closed 

(following a purchase by Roundy’s), the 
opening of Pierce’s Market. The year 2005 
also saw the changing of the name from 
Sherman Plaza to the more contemporary 
Northside TownCenter. “I suggested Bruns 
TownCenter,” Dave Bruns said smiling, 
“and was shouted down.”

The family theme at Northside Town-
Center is also refl ected at Sherman Plaza 
Hairstyling, a tenant now for 50 years. Ross 
Zanto has been cutting hair there for 48 of 
them. Owner Tim Roberts’ late father, Doug, 
started the business. Doug was like a father 
to Ross, and now Ross, Tim said recently, is 
like a father to him.

It’s the kind of good feeling that exists in 
neighborhoods where people take care of 
each other. “We’ve done a lot for the North-
side,” Dave Bruns said. “But it’s amazing 
how many Northside people have supported 
us over the years.”

By Lauri Lee
Northside News

Mendota Elementary School will be-
come a Community School starting in the 
2016-17 school year thanks to a grant from 
the Madison Community Foundation. 
Mendota was selected at the end of Febru-
ary from 22 schools to receive the designa-
tion. Mendota is located on the Northside 
at 4002 School Rd. Being a Community 
School will allow Mendota to integrate ser-
vices like health care, academic tutoring, 
mentoring, food access or parent leadership 
opportunities into the school. Open hours 
will be extended and the school will work 
with community organizations to provide a 

wide range of ser-
vices to students 
and their families, 
well beyond what 
an elementary 
school normally 
provides. 

“We are ex-
tremely excited 
that Mendota has 
been selected to 
be a Community 

School for the 2016-
2017 school year,” 

said Mendota Principal Carlettra Stanford. 
“This will enable us to connect our families 

to needed community resources that will as-
sist in narrowing achievement, equity and 
opportunity gaps. The avenue of possibili-
ties that this will provide for our scholars, 
their families and the Northside community 
are endless. We look forward to this journey 
with our families and community partners.” 
Mendota will analyze the assets and needs 
of their school community in order to de-
velop their plan for identifying and deliver-
ing services. A resource coordinator will be 
hired in the next two months to plan and fa-
cilitate the programs and services for fami-
lies, students and the community. 

In early March, Madison365 awarded 
Principal Stanford the fi rst Milt McPike 

Education Award for setting such a strong 
foundation for thousands of children — 
most of them children of color — and 
helping them know they can soar. “I want 
to send students to middle school with a 
fi rm knowledge of their own capabilities,” 
Stanford said.

Eighty percent of the students at Men-
dota qualify for free or reduced-cost 
lunch, the second highest rate of poverty 
in the Madison school district. With an 
award-winning principal at the helm of 
this Community School, the Northside is 
poised to benefi t from the new partners 
working collaboratively to help narrow 
the achievement gap. 

The future’s bright for Northside’s Mendota Elementary

Principal Carlettra 
Stanford
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608-240-9107
Professional Landscaping
• Retaining walls
• Brick walkways, patios & driveways
• Brick, steel & plastic edging
• New lawn & fl ower bed installation
• Planting of annuals, perennials,

shrubs & trees
• Lawn renovations
• Drainage correction
• Pondless waterfalls, ponds & fountains

Lawn & Landscape Maintenance
• Spring & fall clean-up
• Power raking (Springtime)
• Core aerating
• Fertilization & weed control programs
• Shrub pruning & trimming
• Grass cutting
• Mulch, stone & topsoil (delivery & install)
• Sidewalk & driveway edging
• Pressure washing & more!

$50 OFF
With a 1 year mowing or fertilization

agreement – OR up to $500 OFF any
landscape job. 5% off material cost

Please visit

www.cklawn.com
for more service information,

or to set up a free consultation.

Call for Free Consultation 
608-240-9107 • www.cklawn.com

Tree Services
• Trimming 
• Deadwooding
• Removals
• Stump removal & grinding

Lawn & Landscape Maintenance
• Spring & fall clean-up
• Power raking (Springtime)
• Core aerating
• Fertilization & weed control programs
• Shrub pruning & trimming
• Grass cutting
• Mulch, stone & topsoil (delivery & installation)
• Sidewalk & driveway edging
• Pressure washing & more!

Landscaping • Lawn & Landscape Maintenance • Tree Services

608-240-9107

Professional Landscaping
• Retaining walls – Limestone, fieldstone boulders & more
• Brick walkways, patios & driveways
• Edging install – Brick, steel, aluminum & plastic
• New lawn & flower bed installation
• Planting of  annuals, perennials, shrubs & trees
• Lawn renovations
• Drainage correction
• Pondless waterfalls, ponds & fountains
• And, more!

On  New 1-year  
Grass Cutting or  
Fertilization Program

* Referral Discounts Available

 $25-50 off $25-50 off

Living with coyotes: “hazing” teaches healthy
caution toward humans

By Kathlean Wolf
Wild Warner

You may have heard that coyotes have 
moved into the Northside, with spottings 
in Brentwood, Sherman, near the airport 
and in Warner Park. These beautiful, in-
telligent animals can safely coexist with 
humans and our pets if we all act togeth-
er to teach these clever animals to give 
human beings a wide berth. 

“How to Haze a Coyote,” a video pro-
duced by the University of Wisconsin and 
Madison Animal Control, describes a list 
of every bullying behavior we’d never 
want to see in a schoolyard; but when it 
comes to encouraging coyotes to keep 
their distance, it’s best for us to become 
loud, obnoxious jerks. David Drake, of 
UW Extension, recommends the follow-
ing actions if a coyote is spotted nearby: 

•  Stand tall, with arms outstretched to 

make yourself look large and aggressive.
•  Yell at the animal to go away while clap-

ping your hands.
•  Use noisemakers to startle the coyote — 

a whistle, a shaker made of pennies in an 
aluminum can, or beat on a metal pan.

•  Throw items such as sticks and rocks 
near the coyote (never try to hit it).

•  Spray the animal with a hose. 

If all members of our community pres-
ent with these bullying behaviors, coy-
otes will learn to avoid us — a natural 
and wise behavior for them and for us. 

Additionally, coyotes pose the same 
problems as unsocialized, stray dogs; 
namely, they will be attracted by food 
scraps and can pose a hazard to pets of 
less than 20 pounds. Do not feed coy-
otes, and keep small animals close to 
you whenever they are outside. Addi-
tional information can be found at Madi-
son’s Animal Control page, http://www.
publichealthmdc.com/environmental/
animal/coyotes.cfm.

The next time you put Fido on the 
leash for a walk around the neighbor-
hood, slip a noisemaker and a camera 
into your pocket. You might get a chance 
to photograph a coyote and to act like a 
real jerk.

by Paul Noeldner

Madison recently won a national grant 
as one of seven model cities for develop-
ing ways to help get children out into na-
ture. Nature Defi cit Disorder is real and 
it affects not only children’s health, but 
also our sense of community. Read more 
about this initiative in Alder Kemble’s 
column on p. 22.

Speaking of getting children out into 
nature, mark your calendars for Sunday, 
April 17. Join the fun at the fourth annual 
Madison Friends of Urban Nature (FUN) 
Bird and Nature Festival at the Warner 
Park Rainbow Shelter. Children will en-
joy the 1 pm presentation by Hoo’s Woods 
Raptor Center, which will include a live 
snowy owl and peregrine falcon. Stay 
for hayrides, music, food carts, a bounce 
house and lots of fun nature activities. 

Celebrate Earth Day, Arbor Day and 
Bird City Day with Madison Parks, Wild 
Warner, Friends of Cherokee Marsh, 
Nelson Institute, Sherman Nature Ex-
plorers and many other FUN partner 
groups. Children from Briarpatch will 
help with Arbor Day tree planting and 
projects at Warner Park and other parks 
and natural areas. 

There are lots of opportunities to con-
nect children to nature when we work 
together. The common ground this estab-
lishes is as important for the community 
and neighborhoods as it is for children 
and nature.

Nature Tales 
and Trails

By Dan Tortorice
During the Super Bowl, the Colgate 

toothpaste company ran its fi rst advertise-
ment in that most expensive media slot.  
They paid $5 million for 30 seconds of air 
time. Their message to the 100 million or 
so viewers was to consider turning off the 
faucet while brushing their teeth.

They suggested this small action could 
save as much as 3,000 gallons of water over 
the course of one year. If you multiply 3,000 
gallons by 100 million viewers, you come 
up with a fi gure of 330 billion gallons saved.

What is really interesting in thinking 
about energy usage or the conservation 
of resources like water is the massive 
power of large numbers of people doing 
one simple act. These behaviors can ex-
pand to other areas as well — if we turn 
off the water while brushing, why not do 
the same thing while shaving?

A quick look at the advertisements 
for our local big box stores gives a pic-
ture of the fancier side of smart energy 

management. These ads feature items 
such as smart thermostats and light bulbs 
controlled by smartphone apps, and of-
fer homeowners the ability to control and 
monitor their homes from anywhere. The 
market for these connected devices, which 
also includes doorbells, door locks and car 
accessories, is expected to grow by 21 per-
cent this year to more than $1 billion.

The advantages to these products are 
many, including convenience, comfort 
and lower energy costs. They also have a 
memory feature that can generate reports 
on energy usage. But they require some 
investment. A smart thermostat costs 
about $250, and a smart LED light bulb 
goes for about $50. So it would take a bit 
of time to recoup that investment. 

Focus on Energy recognizes the impor-
tance of these devices to our future. They 
offer a $75 rebate on a smart thermostat 
when installed with a qualifi ed heating 
system. These rebates are even higher for 
those with lower incomes.

If you are considering purchasing a smart 
thermostat, research it carefully and con-
sult your furnace contractor to make sure 
your system is compatible. Another good 
source of information is the Energy Ex-
perts at MGE. You can visit askexperts@
mge.com or call 252-7117.

On the simpler side, we can ask ourselves 
if we really require a  smartphone app to turn 
out the lights when they aren’t needed or to 
turn down the heat when we go to bed. Just 
a few small, cost-free actions can produce 
huge results when performed by everyone.

Northsiders have convenient access to 
the products and information we need. 
Meikle’s True Value has a growing selec-
tion of LED light bulbs and other products 
for direct energy control. They also have 
the simple and cheap options available, 
such as faucet washers that cost less than a 
dollar and can save thousands of gallons of 
water over time.

We also have two top-notch auto parts 
stores, Advanced Auto Parts on Northport 

Drive and Weaver Auto Parts at North-
Gate Shopping Center. Proper parts and 
automotive knowledge can produce big 
returns in the cost of operating a vehicle 
and, since cars produce more greenhouse 
gases than our homes, it’s really impor-
tant to use them responsibly. 

The choices we make probably refl ect 
our own personalities. We can go high-tech 
or just use plain old common sense. But, 
whether plain or fancy, we need to act now 
to preserve our future.

Routes to sustainability, simple and fancy

This coyote was spotted on the North-
side a few months ago.
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$30 OFF

Installation of a

New Water Heater

Purchased

from Fox Water

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1953

2190 Pennsylvania Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

608.244.6215

www.foxwater.com

Ray T. Mayne, Owner

�

�

�

�

Fox Water Softeners

Water Heaters

Water Coolers

Nicolet Bottled Water

   

   Bottled Water Distributor)

(Fox is the Nicolet 5-Gallon

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 5/31/16.

2190 Pennsylvania Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

$30 OFF

Installation of a

Fox Water Softener

Reg. $80, now $50 with coupon.

Rental or Sale Unit

New Installs Only

Basic Installation

�

�

Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon expires 5/31/16.

2190 Pennsylvania Ave.

244.6215

www.foxwater.com

�

3208 Quincy Ave
Spacious & Open in Quiet Locale!

3 beds   |  2 baths  |  1,684 sq � 
1 car garage  |  $159,900 www.LauerRealtyGroup.com   |   608.444.5725

By Kathlean Wolf 
Wild Warner

Over the past three months, a group of 
interested Northsiders have gathered at the 
Lakeview Library to learn more about the 
pollinator insects in our neighborhoods and 
surrounding wild spaces. In January, lifelong 
gardener Mary Pelzer opened the conversa-
tion with explanations of the importance of 
pollinators to our gardens, our urban ecosys-
tems and our food supply. With samples of 
insect-pollinated foods, Mary illustrated the 
fact that we depend on these small creatures 
for over 60 percent of our food supply.

In February, we were graced with the hu-
morous, entertaining presence of the amaz-
ing Jeanne Hansen, a founding member of 
the Dane County Beekeepers Association. 
With specimens of drones, queens and 
worker bees; samples of honey, honeycomb 
and honey candy; and examples of beekeep-
ing equipment, Jeanne explained the life of 
the hive and the role of bees in our lives. 

Our third conversation about pollinators 
will be held March 31. Presenter Ginny 
Nelson is a member of the group “Wild 
Ones,” which promotes native plantings 

in residential yards. We look forward to 
learning more about her efforts to rethink 
the urban lawn and turn our cities into oa-
ses where pollinating insects can find nutri-
tious pollen of many species — a distinct 
contrast to the countryside, where corn of-
ten stretches from horizon to horizon. 

What has been the primary message of 
these meetings? First, our lives depend on 

the bees, 
butterflies 
and moths, 
birds and 
bats that 
pol l ina te 
our food 
crops and 
the other 

plants we rely on. Second, many of our most 
important pollinators are in danger. Third, 
and most important, we can all take a few 
simple actions to make a big difference for 
these indispensable insects. 

Plant native wildflowers that bloom at dif-
ferent times of year to provide nectar and 
pollen all through the growing season. 

Rethink weeds, especially milkweeds, the 
monarch’s favorite plant. Only milkweed 
provides the right habitat for monarch cater-
pillars to eat, grow and form their cocoons in 
order to develop into the next generation of 
migrating butterflies.

Avoid purchasing plants treated with “sys-
temic” pesticides, which enter the tissues of 
the plant and can potentially poison visiting 
pollinators. While the local big box stores 
have not yet committed to provide informa-
tion about the use of these chemicals, local 
stores such as Jung Garden Center endeavor 
to provide as many pollinator-safe seedlings 
and seeds as they can, and to inform cus-
tomers about those few products that do not 
meet that standard. 

Seek out biological controls to fight gar-
den pests, such as applying Milky Spore to 
the soil to kill Japanese beetle larvae; or use 
mechanical solutions such as removing and 
crushing unwanted insects. Before using 
chemical treatments, consult the UW Exten-

sion to see if there are natural management 
techniques that can help control pests.

Build areas for pollinators to nest and 
breed, such as mason bee houses and san-
dy scrapes where ground-nesting bees can 
make a home. Afraid of being stung? Ma-
son bees and other solitary native bees are 
much less likely to sting than honeybees. If 
a worker honeybee stings and dies, the hive 
will continue on. If a mason bee dies, it will 
never get to lay eggs to pass on its genes. 

Provide water. Bees, butterflies and 
other insects often get much of their water 
from nectar, but during warmer summer 
days, water will help them to keep going. 
Change the water regularly to keep mos-
quitoes from breeding.

Interest in creating pollinator habitat has 
been spreading rapidly throughout Madi-
son, and our actions make a real difference. 
Monarch populations rose by 30 percent this 
winter, thanks in large part to the efforts of 
tens of thousands of people planting milk-
weed along the I-35 corridor that runs from 
the Mexico border through Minnesota. 

More information about monarch but-
terflies can be found at the Xerces Society 
website (www.xerces.org) and at the Mon-
arch Watch site (monarchwatch.org). Sev-
eral excellent fact sheets about helping na-
tive bees and other pollinators are available 
at the Xerces Society website (www.xerces.
org/fact-sheets).

What’s next for the Northside? Visit 
“Northside Pollinator Project” on Face-
book to find neighborhood activities and 
resources, including a milkweed collect-
ing project starting up this summer. You 
do not need to belong to Facebook to ac-
cess this information.

Neighbors talk birds and bees... and bats and butterflies

Bees and butterflies are only two spe-
cies among hundreds who do the work 
of pollinating our gardens, orchards, 
yards and wild areas.

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Pa

ul
 N

oe
ld

ne
r

June Brooks, DVM  |  608.204.2700
Beth Wilder, DVM    Sara Greenslit, DVM, CVA

northsideanimalhospital.vetsuite.com
2121 North Sherman Avenue | Madison, WI 53704

Individualized preventative & wellness medicine
Internal medicine

Surgery & dental services
Laser therapy for pain

Prescription foods
Acupuncture & Chinese Herbal Medicine

HOURS
Mon, Wed, Fri: 7:30 am–5:30 pm

Tues & Thurs: 7:30 am–7 pm
Sat: 8 am–Noon
Closed Sundays

House Calls and Palliative Care 

April showers bring May flowers, mosquitoes, fleas and ticks.
Be sure your pets are tested and protected. Call us today.

Cat Boarding
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Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed 
affiliates. The investment products sold through LPL Financial are not insured AnchorBank deposits and are not FDIC insured. These 
products are not obligations of the AnchorBank and are not endorsed, recommended or guaranteed by AnchorBank or any government 
agency. The value of the investment may fluctuate, the return on the investment is not guaranteed, and loss of principal is possible.

If you are changing jobs, retired or looking for a new job, Anchor 
Investment Services can help you simplify and consolidate your 
retirement savings accounts, ranging from IRAs to 401(k) plan 
assets held with previous employers.

Now is the time to take action regarding your financial future, and 
you have multiple options. More than ever, you can have greater 
control over your money and investments. We can help you figure 
out what is best for you such as leaving your money in the old plan, 
transferring it to your new plan, doing a rollover or taking cash.

For more information, stop by your neighborhood AnchorBank or 
call Ann Schomber at 608-246-3484 to schedule a complimentary, 
no-obligation review.

Changing jobs? Need to learn about 
options for your investments?

With 17 branches serving  
the greater Madison area.

800-236-6789  |  anchorbank.com

Ann Schomber
LPL Financial Advisor
2929 N. Sherman Ave.

Madison, WI 53704
608-246-3484 | 800-236-6789
aschomber@anchorbank.com

Ginny Hazen Damman
Broker & Relocation Specialist

Buyer & Seller Agent
(608) 334-8544

 Ginny Hazen Damman

www.GinnyDammanHomes.com   •   RealtorDamman@gmail.com

YOUR NORTHSIDE REALTOR
Call me 

to Relocate!

One Year 
Home Warranty

By Kathlean Wolf 
Wild Warner

In	the	winter	of	1997‒98,	a	population	
of	 over	 a	 billion	 butterflies	 converged	
on	 the	 Monarch	 Butterfly	 Biosphere	
Reserve	 in	Mexico,	coating	50	acres	of	
evergreen	 trees	 so	 thickly	 that	 the	 trees	
turned	 orange.	 Though	 each	 monarch	
weighs	less	than	a	dime,	branches	sagged	
under	the	weight	of	so	many	tiny	bodies.	
By	the	winter	of	2014‒15,	only	about	30	
million	monarchs	made	their	way	to	the	
reserve.	Their	decimated	population	cov-
ered	only	1.6	acres	of	forest.	This	loss	of	
a	billion	insects	in	less	than	two	decades	
is	a	result	of	severe	habitat	loss,	not	only	
for	monarchs,	but	for	hundreds	of	polli-
nating	insects.	
Every	single	day	in	the	United	States,	

another	 6,000	 acres	 of	 land	 are	 lost	 to	
development,	 leaving	less	and	less	wild	
habitat	 for	 pollinators	 to	 eat,	 reproduce	
and	find	shelter.	Since	1992,	an	area	four	
times	as	 large	as	 the	state	of	Wisconsin	
has	been	converted	to	human	use.	Where	
cornfields	 were	 once	 ringed	 by	 weedy	
berms,	 the	 use	 of	 Roundup™-ready	
crops	has	resulted	in	a	relentless	mono-
culture.	Rising	demand	for	ethanol	from	
corn	motivates	agribusiness	to	plow	un-
der	marginal	 lands	 that	 once	 supported	
thousands	of	native	wildflowers,	includ-
ing	the	three	native	species	of	milkweed	
that	are	vital	to	the	survival	of	monarch	
butterflies.	For	pollinators,	much	of	 the	
breadbasket	of	 the	nation	has	become	a	
giant dead zone. 
Another	 tragedy	 has	 been	 the	 sharp	

decline	 of	 the	 European	 honeybee.	 In	
spring	of	 2006,	 beekeepers	 all	 over	 the	

United	States	opened	their	hives	 to	dis-
cover	 them	 abandoned,	 thousands	 of	
worker	 bees	 dead	 or	 mysteriously	 ab-
sent.	In	10	years,	10	million	hives	were	
lost,	 striking	 terror	 into	 the	 hearts	 of	
farmers	 and	 beekeepers	 everywhere.	A	
combination	of	chemical	treatments,	de-
graded	habitat,	agricultural	practices	and	
parasites	seem	to	be	working	in	concert	
to	stress	the	bees	beyond	their	limits.	
Pesticides	 known	 as	 neonicotinoids	

(“neo-niks,”	 for	 short)	 render	 entire	
plants	toxic	to	insects.	Bees	collect	pol-
len	 from	 these	 plants	 to	 eat	 during	 the	
winter;	by	spring,	the	poison	has	spread	
throughout	 the	 hive.	 While	 fungicides	
don’t	directly	harm	bees,	they	can	kill	off	
a	 species	 of	 beneficial	 fungus	 that	 acts	
as	 a	 front-line	 defense	 against	 parasitic	
mites.	Invasive	varoa	mites	first	appeared	
in	hives	in	2004,	weakening	worker	bees.	
Malnutrition	 is	an	additional	hazard	 for	
traveling	hives,	shipped	across	the	coun-
try	 to	 pollinate	 crops	 such	 as	 almonds	
and	 strawberries.	Many	 types	 of	 pollen	

are	needed	to	create	a	complete	diet,	but	
traveling	bees	are	tasked	to	pollinate	one	
monoculture	field	after	another.	
Monarchs	 and	 honeybees	 are	 only	

two	 species	 among	 hundreds	 who	 do	
the	 work	 of	 pollinating	 our	 gardens,	
orchards,	 yards	 and	 wild	 areas.	 Native	
bees,	flies,	moths,	butterflies,	bats,	hum-
mingbirds,	 and	 even	 some	 mosquitoes	
do	the	lion’s	share	of	the	work,	yet	many	

of	 these	 pollinators	 are	 also	 in	 decline	
due	to	loss	of	habitat.	
Fortunately,	 the	 tide	 may	 be	 turning	

for	our	native	pollinators	and	European	
honeybees,	 and	 cities	 such	 as	Madison	
are	 playing	 a	 central	 role.	 Away	 from	
the	monoculture	fields,	our	gardens	and	
parks	 serve	 as	 oases	 of	 habitat	 where	
food	 and	 breeding	 grounds	 are	 abun-
dant.	 Initiatives	 such	 as	 “Wild	 Ones”	
and	“Monarch	Watch”	help	homeowners	
start	native	wildflower	gardens.	Farmers	
and	road	maintenance	crews,	persuaded	
by	university	extension	services,	are	in-
creasingly	leaving	roadsides	and	fencer-
ows	in	their	natural	state.	
In	2016	 the	overwintering	population	

of	 monarchs	 has	 expanded	 their	 for-
est	cover	to	nearly	2	acres,	and	popula-
tion	may	 have	 increased	 to	 as	many	 as	
100	million	individuals.	Far	short	of	the	
50	acres	covered	by	a	billion	 insects	 in	
1998,	 but	 a	 threefold	 increase	 over	 the	
population	 found	 two	 years	 ago.	 If	 we	
keep	working	and	learning,	the	monarch	
and	the	bee,	as	well	as	all	the	other	un-
sung	heroes	in	our	food	web,	may	recov-
er	before	it’s	too	late.	

Monarch butterflies enjoy the blooms of 
meadow blazing star, a native wildflower, 
at Cherokee Marsh.

What’s all the buzz about pollinators?
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Drowning
Debt ?in

Richard Zeddun & Brenda Zeddun
Husband and wife attorney team
More than 30 years combined experience

2801 International Lane, Ste. 205
Near Dane County Regional Airport

Need to stop a 
foreclosure, repossession, 
lawsuit or garnishment? 

Law Advisors, S.C.
Providing high quality and personalized representation in a family atmosphere

Contact us today!
Toll Free:  866-235-7100
Phone:     608-242-9700

info@chooselawadvisors.com
www.chooselawadvisors.com

Reasonable fees, flexible payment plans 
and a free initial consultation to get the 

debt relief you deserve. Both bankruptcy 
and non-bankruptcy options available.

*By Act of Congress, Law Advisors, S.C. is a debt relief agency.  We assist people in filing for Bankruptcy under the Federal Bankruptcy Code.*

SOLD

608-443-2540 
RogerStauter@StarkHomes.com

HomeTeam4U.net 

Northside Specialists

1914 WINDOM WAY • MADISON • $162,000

Roger & Marilyn  
Stauter

Realtors,® CRS, SRES

When it’s time  
to sell your 

Northside house  
or condo, call 

ROGER & MARILYN 
STAUTER

Heat and underground
parking included

Senior Living Age 55+

Professionally managed by
Oakbrook Corporation

Love living at Sherman GlenLove living at Sherman Glen

Call for upcoming availability

608-241-1190

www.shermanglenapts.com

2 Bedroom Apartments starting at $965*
*Income restricti ons apply

North Side Artists Group 
invites you to join

By Ron McKinley 
North Side Artists Group

The North Side Artists Group (NSAG) was 
formed in 2004 to exhibit the work of artists 
who live or work on the Northside. From a 
group of 15, we have grown to approximate-
ly 50 members and encourage others to join 
us. We are a welcoming, diverse group with 
varying degrees of artistic skill and a range 
of artistic media, including watercolors, oils, 
ceramics, fiber, photography and more.

We usually have three to five exhibits 
per year, and each artist may display one 
or two pieces at each exhibit, depending 
on the number of participants and space 
available. Some of the venues from the 
past include: The Coffee Gallerie, Manna 
Cafe, Warner Park Community Recre-
ation Center, Overture Center, Olbrich 
Gardens and Wisconsin State Capitol.

There is a business/planning meeting 
once a year. Most other communications 
are through email. Check out our website 
(northside-art.org) for more detailed in-
formation about who we are and what we 
do. You may also contact NSAG Steer-
ing Committee member Ron McKinley at 
rmckinl@wisc.edu or call 242-0395. 

By Kathie Wagner
VSA Wisconsin

A new art exhibi-
tion opens at the VSA 
Wisconsin gallery, 
1709 Aberg Ave., 
Monday, April 13.

Visual Expressions 
includes nearly 230 
works of art and will 

be on display through May 7. The show is 
comprised of work in a variety of media, 
including paintings, drawings, prints and 
mixed media. This juried presentation fea-
tures work by artists with disabilities ages 
5 and up from across the state, including a 
significant number from the Madison area. 
Among the works are 10 award winners 
that will be added to VSA Wisconsin’s trav-
eling exhibition in June. 

Viewing hours are 9 am‒4 pm, Monday‒
Thursday or by appointment. The gallery 
will also be open Friday, May 6, from 5–9 
pm during Madison’s Spring Gallery Night. 

A meet-the-artists open house/reception for 
the general public is scheduled for Satur-
day, May 7, from 2‒4 pm. 

After last year’s show one family mem-
ber wrote, “I loved all the paintings and 
sculptures. The colors made everything 
pop! I love what VSA is doing; it made my 
sister smile every day when she heard she 
was an award winner! Thank you, you’ve 
made her believe she is amazing.” 

Do you need artwork for your living 
room, office or conference room? Many 

of the works on view are for sale. For 
more information go to www.vsawis.org 
or call 241-2131.

VSA Wisconsin uses the arts to expand 
the capabilities, confidence and quality of 
life for adults and children with disabilities. 
By using the arts to enhance education, ad-
vance socialization and promote inclusion, 
programs like the Visual Expressions exhi-
bition give artists with disabilities an op-
portunity to receive recognition for their 
accomplishments, enhancing feelings of 
self-worth and promoting a sense of be-
longing to the broader community. 

Bold, daring, imaginative, inspired…
New exhibition at VSA Wisconsin Gallery

Malcolm Wright poses with his 
Triptych in Orange & Black

“Lemons & Lace” watercolor 
by Mary Schroeder

“Rainbow Fancy 
Hand” mixed  
media on paper 
by Joshua  
Satterstrom

Oil Crayon by Char Devos
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Proud to call the 
Northside home 

since 1985.

2401 International Lane
community.mygreatlakes.org

By Kyle Florence 
Great Lakes Higher Education Corp.

This past January, Great Lakes Higher 
Education Corporation held its Third An-
nual	Winter	 Snack	Drive	 to	 benefit	 the	
students of Black Hawk Middle School 
and Gompers Elementary School. Great 
Lakes employees collected 32,241 
snacks, which will last students through 
the end of the school year.

“Hunger can interfere with concentra-
tion in the classroom, so for the past three 
years Great Lakes has been providing 
snacks to our adopted schools so students 
can focus on learning,” said Stephanie 
Hayden, Great Lakes Gives program 
manager, who oversees all of the compa-
ny’s employee giving initiatives. “Snacks 
are vital for children because they are still 
growing, and healthy snacking at school 
provides increased energy and focus.”

“This was a highly successful snack 
drive in that our community partner con-
tinues to work in tandem with our school 
to support our needs,” added Sarah Chaja, 
principal of Gompers Elementary School. 
“Students use snacks from the snack drive 
to remain nourished throughout the day. 
Learning and playing require a lot of ener-
gy, and these snacks provide just enough 
of a ‘jolt’ to help them remain focused on 
school and schoolwork.”

In an effort to keep students fueled and 
ready to learn, this year’s snack drive put 
extra emphasis on healthy snacks like 
pretzels, raisins, graham crackers and 
cereal. “More than half of the students at 

Gompers and Black Hawk qualify for free 
or reduced-price meals. These students are 
at greater risk of not having a healthy diet 
outside of school, which could hurt their 
ability to concentrate and learn through-
out the day,” explained Hayden.

On Feb. 8, a crew of Great Lakes em-
ployees delivered the snacks — enough 
to	fill	a	26-foot	rental	truck	—	and	were	
met by some very excited Gompers 
students. “The snacks were very well 
received by the students. They enthusi-
astically cheered when the snacks were 
delivered and express their appreciation 
for them constantly,” Chaja said.

Principal Chaja was also quick to ex-
press her own gratitude for the donation. 
“The most rewarding aspect of this drive 
is knowing there are so many caring in-
dividuals at Great Lakes who continue 
to make donations to better our students 
and our school. We are very apprecia-
tive of this partnership, and this ongoing 
drive shows our community’s commit-
ment to better our schools.”

This drive is one of several sponsored 
by Great Lakes in support of their ad-
opted Northside schools. For more infor-
mation, visit https://home.mygreatlakes.
org/web/about/gl/GreatLakesGives.

Great Lakes employees with Gompers Principal Sarah Chaja, Ms. Shillinglaw’s 
second-graders and a mountain of snacks donated to Gompers Elementary and 
Black Hawk Middle Schools. 

Great Lakes gives over 30,000 healthy 
snacks to Northside schools

MSCR offers 
Learn 2 Ride 
program

By Nicole Graper 
MSCR

Madison School & Community Recre-
ation (MSCR) can help your child learn 
easy, hands-on techniques to get him or 
her riding solo on two wheels. This inno-
vative approach includes balancing, glid-
ing and pedaling. Participants receive a 
free	bike	helmet,	helmet	fitting,	instruc-
tion and practice time. Children must be 
accompanied by an active companion 
16-plus years. You must bring a bike that 
allows a sitting participant to put both 
feet	completely	flat	on	the	ground.	

The program is held in the parking lot 
at the Warner Park Community Recre-
ation Center. The cost is $10. Register 
online at www.mscr.org. Dates, times 
and course numbers are:

Ages 4‒13,	Sunday,	May	15,	8:30‒10	
am, Course #10428

Ages 4‒13,	Sunday,	May	15,	9‒10:30	
am, Course #10429

Ages 4‒13,	Sunday,	May	15,	10‒11:30	
am, Course #10430

Ages 4‒13, Sunday, May 15, 10:30 
am‒12	pm,	Course	#10431

Ages 13-plus, Sunday, May 15, 10:30 
am‒12	pm,	Course	#10432

Held in collaboration with the Madi-
son Department of Transportation and 
sponsored by Schwinn and Helmets 
on Heads, Learn 2 Ride is a Wisconsin 
Parks and Recreation Association 2013 
Silver Star Award Winning Program.
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Cheerleading Fee
is $75.00 per child. 

Player’s fees are 
$215.00 for Full 
Contact Football, 
($240.00 out of 
district) and $50 for 
Flag Football. (This 
includes use of all 
equipment needed 
except for shoes). 
Payment plans are 
available. A limited
number of Scholar-
ships are available 
for those in real need. 
If you will be asking 
for fi nancial aid 
(Scholarship), you 
will need to provide 
proof of your house-
hold income (copy 
of tax return). New 
participants will need 
to provide a copy of 
your birth cer-
tifi cate. Players not 
registered prior 
to, or on 
one of the 
dates listed 
here, will be  
charged
an ad-
ditional
$15 fee for 
late signup. 

ANNUAL SPRING FOOTBALL & CHEERLEADING REGISTRATION
Grades 4–8 Full Contact Football • Grades 3–8 Cheerleading
Grades 1–3 Flag Football • Grades K–2 Mini-Cheer
Warner Park Football is about teaching your child the funda-
mentals of football while learning valuable skills such as: team 
work, discipline and leadership. If you and your child would 
like to be a part of our organization please join us at our An-
nual Spring Football/Cheerleading Registration on one of the 
dates listed below.

Registration Dates:
Tues, May 3, 2016 .....................6–8 p.m.
Tues, May 10, 2016 ...................6–8 p.m.
Tues, May 17, 2016 ...................6–8 p.m.
Location: Warner Park Community Recreation Center 

 1625 Northport Drive
Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar or send your 
registration in today! Team sizes are limited and formed on a 
fi rst-come basis. Girls/Boys who are interested in becoming 

cheerleaders, please come to one of the above sign-up 
dates to register or get more information.

For more information and to REGISTER ON-LINE
Visit our website:

sports.bluesombrero.com/wpyf

The on-line registration accepts credit and debit cards.
If you have any questions please call:

Jon Schwichtenberg at 358-9517
or contact us at wpyouthfootball@yahoo.com.

*** This is not a school-sponsored activity.  The MMSD does not
approve, support, supervise or endorse this program activity. ***
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FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL:
(608) 630-TREE (8733) or (608) 225-4302

Pruning

Removals

Consulting

Shrub care

Storm damage

Landscape 
maintenance

Certified Arborist
Over 20 Years 
Experience

Call NOW 
for your  

Oak and Elm  
pruning!

Multicultural

SUNDAY
sunday 
May 15

Multicultural service
at 9:30 am

Cultural Food Potluck
to follow service

Open to the public
3705 N. Sherman Avenue • 244-0868

Sherman Avenue United Methodist Church 

Mu
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RYAN T. FRANK

ATTORNEY

RYAN FRANK LAW OFFICES

1802 Vahlen Street
Madison, WI 53704

608.467.3193
608.819.6929 fax

rtflawinc@gmail.com
RYANFRANKLAW.COM

RYAN FRANK LAW OFFICES 
SERVING SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL WISCONSIN

CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

PERSONAL INJURY CRIMINAL/TRAFFIC DEFENSE
EMPLOYMENT LANDLORD/TENANT

CIVIL RIGHTS   AND LITIGATION

Lamers Bus Lines is accepting applications 
for several part-time mini coach shuttle 

bus drivers and for school bus route 
and field trip drivers.
• Complete training provided
• 401K/Profit sharing
• Earn safety and attendance bonuses
• Competitive wages

Must be 21 years or older with a good driving 
record and able to pass a company paid  
physical, drug screen and background check.

APPLY IN PERSON:
Lamers Bus Lines

217 Raemisch Rd., Waunakee
8:30 am–4 pm

608-850-5253 Dial Ext. 12215 and ask for Bob

www.GoLamers.com
EOE/AA Employer

Chace and James show their Gompers 
school spirit.
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Garage sale at Gompers 
Elementary School

By Rebecca Blair 
Gompers Elementary School PTO

Spring is here and our favorite part of 
warm weather is the garage sales. Gompers 
Elementary Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) will host our Second Annual Garage 
Sale Saturday, April 16, 8 am‒3 pm, at the 
school, 1502 Wyoming Way. We will have 
garage sale items donated by families in our 
community, T-shirts from our design con-
test, custom cookbooks with favorite reci-
pes from Gompers families, and a bake sale. 

We encourage members of the commu-
nity to host their own garage sales on that 
day and create a community-wide garage 
sale weekend. If you would like to donate 
items to our garage sale, contact Becky at 
becky@gomperspto.org. We look forward 
to seeing you at our Second Annual Gomp-
ers Garage Sale.

Gompers PTO hosted a T-shirt design 
contest in the fall of 2015. Children from 4K 
through fifth grade submitted designs — 33 
different design submissions in all. After a 
week of voting, a fourth-grade student was 
chosen as the winner, and her design was 

printed on T-shirts and distributed to every 
student and staff member at Gompers Ele-
mentary School. The T-shirts are worn by all 
students during assemblies and field trips. 

Through fundraising and community 
support, Gompers Elementary PTO is able 
to sponsor contests; help pay for field trips, 
safety patrol trip and Washington D.C. trip; 
host movie nights and family night events 
for our students and their families; and sup-
port our hardworking teachers with class-
room items and appreciation luncheons. 

With that in mind, we invite you to join 
us April 16 for our Second Annual Garage 
Sale. We look forward to seeing you there.

Rummage Sale at Men-
dota Elementary School

by Chris Elholm 
Mendota Elementary School PTO

The Mendota Elementary School Par-
ent Teacher Organization (PTO) is hav-
ing a rummage sale Saturday, May 14, 
8 am‒2 pm in the school gym at 4002 
School Rd. This is a major fundraiser to 
support scholars at our Northside school, 
which will receive 100 percent of sales.

To add to the fun, shoppers can buy 
lunch from Let’s Eat Out Food carts that 
will be parked in front of the school start-
ing at 10:30 am. Mendota Elementary 
will receive 10 percent of sales.

The more donations, the better. Items 
that are new/gently used, clean/laun-
dered, and in good working order will 
be accepted through Friday, May 6. Do-
nations can be dropped off at Northside 
TownCenter in the vacant store near True 
Value Hardware (the same location as the 

winter farmers market) during the hours 
designated below. PTO volunteers will 
be at the site to accept your donations. 
Drop off hours are: Saturday, April 2, 10 
am‒2 pm; Wednesday, April 6, 5‒7 pm; 
Saturday, April 16, 9 am‒1 pm; Friday, 
May 6, 4‒6 pm.

For more information, contact PTO 
Vice President Chris Elholm at chris.el-
holm@gmail.com. Thank you for your 
interest and support.

MSCR offers a variety of 
fun summer programs

By Nicole Graper
MSCR

Madison School 
& Community Rec-
reation (MSCR), a 
department of the 
Madison Metropoli-
tan School District, 
is a public recre-
ation department 

serving the commu-
nity since 1926. This year we are cel-
ebrating 90 years.

The MSCR Summer 2016 Program 
Guide was distributed in early March in 
the Wisconsin State Journal or mailed to 
your home. The guide is also available 
at www.mscr.org. The program guide is 
filled with a variety of summer activities 
for all ages, including arts and enrich-
ment, camps, paddling sports, pontoon 
boating, fitness, sports, adaptive sports, 
swimming and tennis. 

Check out the Camps Booklet in the 
center of the guide. Parents can choose 

from many camps like Camp Express, 
Madtown Adventures, Kids Camp at 
Warner Park Community Recreation 
Center, Soccer Day Camps, Wresting 
Camp, CR8TVU, MAD City Sports, 
Middle School on the Move, Camp Ad-
venture and many more. Scholarships 
are available.

Please call 204-3000 for more infor-
mation or go to www.mscr.org.

Madison Country Day 
School plans new addition
By Kimberly Hazen and Dana Asmuth 

Madison Country Day School
On March 14 Madison Country Day 

School (MCDS) held an official ground-
breaking ceremony for its new Academic 
Center addition. The project includes a 
20,000-square-foot addition and renova-
tions to existing buildings. 

Key improvements include: a science, 
technology, engineering, art and math 
wing; a humanities and world languages 
wing; a performing arts floor; new art 
classrooms; a new lower school library; 
a video recording studio; collaborative 
learning areas and technology stations; 
a College Advising Center; a Student 
Services Center; a physical education 
classroom; an outdoor classroom amphi-
theater and increased parking.

As the school approaches its 20th an-
niversary, MCDS marks record enroll-
ment of 440 students, a thriving high 
school featuring the Madison area’s only 
International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme, and a growing athletics pro-
gram offering 13 varsity sports.
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204-3000 or www.mscr.org 
for more information.

Arts & Enrichment • Day Trips 
Paddling & Boating

Recreation & League Sports
Fitness for all ages 

Soccer • Adaptive Sports
Tennis • Swimming 

and more!
Camps for age 3 - grade 9!

MSCR Summer Recreation Programs

Check out ourclasses,
 and Kids Kamp, available at 

Warner Park Community 
Recreation Center. 

Follow us on  
Facebook and 

Twitter @MSCR Rec

C.O.U.P.O.N

Take $5 off
your $20 purchase

Coupon Terms: 
Cannot be combined with 
other coupons/sale offers

Expires May 30, 2015

Be sure to check out our 
great furniture selection!

Call 268-0793 for possible pick up of your 
large item furniture donations

Mon–Fri 9–7 • Sat 9–5

NorthGate Shopping Center 
(Sherman and Aberg)

– C•O•U•P•O•N –
Take $5 Off
Your $20 Purchase

Coupon Terms:
Cannot be combined with  
other coupons/sale offers

Expires May 31, 2016

 

NorthGate Shopping Center
At Sherman and Aberg 

M–F 9 am–7 pm • Sat 9 am–5 pm
Call 268-0793 for possible pick up  

of large furniture donations

We deliver furniture! Check out our 
great furniture selection. 

Licensed CNAs and experienced 
caregivers assist seniors so they can stay in 
their home as long as they can and want.

For seniors over 50 and those with emotional 
disabilities, dementia and Alzheimers. 

Call for a free consultation. 

www.cairasucare.com
(608) 622-7015

Klein’s Floral & Greenhouses

Celebrating 103 Years in Business

1398 Williamson Street
(608) 257-1630 • acewilly@tds.net

GET AN EDGE  
ON SPRING. 

Bring your garden tools  
in for sharpening!

By Elizabeth Merfeld 
Madison Metropolitan School District

On a recent Friday morning, the halls 
of Black Hawk Middle School were 
empty and quiet as Mike Jones, Posi-
tive Intervention Behavior Specialist, 
made his rounds, peeking his head into 
a few classrooms.

In Jessica Jones-Carver’s art class, 
students were busy working on a We 
Are Black Hawk sign while listen-
ing to the radio. “A year ago,” Jones 
said, “the environment wasn’t quite 
as serene.” Back then, Principal Ke-
nya Walker served as the assistant 
principal, “but it was like I was a 
dean,” she remembered. Like many of 
her colleagues, Walker said behavior 
response monopolized much of her 
time. “We were constantly plugging 
holes. Plug one up and another one 
would pop.”
The	office	sometimes	fielded	70	or	80	

calls about behavior from classrooms in 
one day. Part of the problem, Jones of-
fered, was that “there wasn’t a system 
for addressing each behavior.” From 
October 2014 to mid-January 2015, staff 
tracked 2,200 incoming behavior calls. 
This	 year,	 in	 five	 months,	 that	 number	
dropped to 1,123. 

So what changed? Last spring, then-
Principal Sean Storch and Kenya Walk-
er decided to implement a plan to give 
grade-level teams the autonomy to dic-
tate behavior policies. “There aren’t 
words to describe the difference that has 
made,” said Assistant Interventionist and 
Special Education Assistant Tracy Drill. 
“From the top down you hear, ‘I trust 
you, I value your voice.’”

For each behavior, staff developed 
a tiered set of interventions that were 
consistent throughout the entire school, 
using the Madison Metropolitan School 
District’s Behavior Education Plan as a 

guide. They were designed to give stu-
dents	a	chance	to	reflect	on	their	choices	
and repair any trust or agreement broken. 
These plans were communicated clearly 
to both students and families. 

It started working almost immediately. 
Last year, one of the school’s major be-
havior issues was students leaving class. 
“This year, we don’t have students walk 
out of class. We put systems in place to 
control that,” Walker said.

Now teachers feel more equipped to 
respond to behavior issues themselves. 
“The call is now the last thing they do,” 
she said. “They do everything they can 
prior to that to keep students in the class-
room, learning.”

Walker also credits Dean of Students 
Jamie Sims for setting the right tone with 
students. Sims called himself “a big be-
liever in getting parents involved in kids’ 
behavior. Not just to have them in the loop 
but to be supportive of what we’re doing.”

“The back of our shirts say, ‘We are all 
in this together,’” Jessica Jones-Carver 
pointed out. “That’s the overall theme 
this year. If there’s a need, we’re not 
afraid to help each other.”

The culture has impacted all students. 
“The kids who haven’t had behavior 
problems or don’t typically have prob-
lems are not being disturbed,” said Sims. 
“That doesn’t happen anymore. We han-
dle it — and not by tossing them out of 
the building. The learning goes on.”

For more information on the Behavior 
Education Plan, see www.mmsd.org/bep. 

We’re all in this together: how Black Hawk Middle 
School transformed their culture

Jessica Jones-Carver and Mike Jones

BOSS Fun Run 
2016

By Dawn Henkel 
Black Hawk Middle School PTO

What is a “BOSS Fun Run”? BOSS 
stands for Black Hawk, O’Keeffe, Sher-
man Schools, the three middle schools 
that “feed” into East High school. 

Students at Black Hawk, O’Keeffe 
and Sherman will simultaneously run 
a one-mile course at their respective 
schools. Students will challenge them-
selves to run/walk as many miles as 
they can in one hour. 

This event gives our community a 
unique experience of school collabora-
tion, friendly competition and encour-
aging a healthy lifestyle. Not only are 
students competing on how many miles 
they can go, but they also compete on 
the design for each year’s T-shirt. So 
far, each school has had a winning 
design. The shirts are done in purple 
and gold, East’s school colors, with 
the winning design proudly displayed 
on the front. The event demonstrates 
unity not only among the three middle 
schools but also with East, since most 
of these students will eventually be-
come East students. Currently, this is 
the only middle school cooperative 
event of this type in Madison.

This year’s fourth annual BOSS Fun 
Run will be held Friday, May 20. If you 
are out and about on that Friday afternoon, 
and you see students wearing purple and 
gold shirts, take a moment to encourage 
them and make them feel proud that they 
live in such an awesome community.
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