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UPCOMING EVENTS

By Doug Moe
This is the story of 

a how a dairy farm 
became a shopping 
plaza, and the shop-
ping plaza a town 
center, in the process 
energizing a neigh-
borhood, while stay-
ing all in the family.

It’s a story that 
crosses three cen-
turies, but to start 
let’s consider the 
last 50 years, be-
cause it was in the 
fi rst few months of 
1966 that the Sher-
man Plaza opened at Northport Drive and 
Sherman Avenue on Madison’s Northside.

The brothers Richard and Ernie Bruns 
opened Sherman Plaza with a handful of 
tenants and a pocketful of dreams. Their 
grandfather, Ernest Bruns, an immigrant 
from Germany, was the fi rst to have 
farmed the land, taking title almost 100 
years earlier, in 1867.

Through all the changes, the property 
stayed in the Bruns family, and it remains 
in the Bruns family. The Northside Town-
Center — the name was changed from 

Sherman Plaza in 2005 — is now oper-
ated by Richard’s son, Dave Bruns, and 
Ernie’s son, Don Bruns.

This year’s 50th anniversary of the 
Sherman Plaza opening is cause for both 
reminiscing — two of the original tenants, 
Sherman Plaza Hairstyling and the Lake-
view Public Library, are still there — and 
looking forward to what the next 50 years 
might bring. Dave and Don Bruns have al-
ways shared a passion and vision for the 
Northside that’s refl ected in the tenants 

Northside TownCenter: Dave and Don Bruns hold a photo 
of the original Bruns farmhouse. Photo by Greg Anderson

Northside TownCenter
celebrates 50 years

Neighbors weigh in on “Willy North”

Tragedy on
Northside
underscores
devastating toll of 
domestic violence

By the Northside News and
Domestic Abuse Intervention Services

Community members gathered Satur-
day, Feb. 27, for a candlelight vigil and re-
membrance in honor of Christina Hatcher. 
Three days earlier Hatcher had been found 
dead in her Calypso Road apartment in 
what appears to be a case of domestic hom-
icide. Her live-in boyfriend is in custody as 
the primary suspect in the case.

While Hatcher had lived in the Brent-
wood neighborhood only three weeks, 
her death had a profound impact on the 
families in the community, who came to-
gether to refl ect on the impact of domes-
tic violence and the tragic end of a young 
mother’s life. Hatcher leaves behind two 
daughters, ages 5 and 3. 

As new community-building efforts 
are initiated in Brentwood, neighborhood 
leaders hope to strengthen trust and open 
lines of communication between apart-
ment residents, homeowners, landlords, 
police and other agencies. While not all 
tragedies can be avoided, the neighbor-
hood hopes that a stronger safety net 

NSTC continued on page 12Domestic continued on page 8

Where’s Nort?
Find him and
you could win
great prizes!

See page 2  for details.

Find me!

By the Northside News
With Pierce’s Northside Market clos-

ing early this summer, the announcement 
that Willy Street Co-op is investigating 
a third site at Northside TownCenter has 
stirred both tremendous excitement and 
some concern.

As of the March 1 publication date of 
the Willy Street Reader, Willy Street Co-
op had already responded to 307 com-
ments and inquiries about a Northside 

location, with 
278 (91%) 
entirely sup-
portive, only 
two responses 
opposing the 
location, and 
the remaining 
including pros 
and cons or 
other sugges-
tions. But what 
do Northside 
n e i g h b o r s 
want to see in 
a new grocery 

store? We asked residents and staff of the 
Packer Townhouses and members of the 
Sherman Neighborhood Association. 

Packer program director Jacki Thomas 
shared resident reactions she’s heard to the 
potential new grocer. “Usually people’s 
fi rst response is, ‘Why isn’t it Aldi?’ and 
they are worried about cost, yes. But then 
the conversation starts, ‘Have you tried to 
buy produce at Aldi?’ And once they hear 
from people who have more experience at 

Willy Street, then it seems to dissipate." 
To address that concern, Packer conducted 

its own price comparison to assess afford-
ability. “Except for some speciality items, 
like cheeses or some gluten-free, vegan 
bakery goods, prices were overall lower, 
especially in the bulk items, if they were 
bought at Willy Street. Where they could 
make direct product comparisons, Willy 
Street was cheaper than Pierce’s." 

Willy Street continued on page 10

Packer resident and 
staff David Montgomery.

The March 7 Sherman Neighborhood Association meeting, facilitated by Dawn 
Scott-Papke, where participants brainstormed ideas for a new grocery store.
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SUNDAY SUPPER
May 29 • 4–6 PM

Warner Park Community Recreation Center

FEED SPRING BAZAAR
April 30 • 3–6 pm

SPRING ELECTION
Tuesday, April 5
Have your ID ready

For details, see page 9.

First Outdoor Northside 
Farmers Market

May 8 • 8:30–12:30 pm
Northside TownCenter parking lot

COUNTY BOARD
CANDIDATES FORUM

March 29 • 6:30 pm 
Warner Park Community Recreation Center



Choose from the following:
Chocolate Crème
Coconut Crème
Banana Crème 

Made from scratch and bordered with  
whipped topping, delicious. 

Applications being  
accepted for FEED  
Bakery Training 
Program 

Next class starts in April.
Our bakery classes are Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 8am to 1pm. You may qualify for 
free tuition valued at $2500.00 per person. 

Learn the science of baking.
The bakery curriculum was developed by Punky Eagan, a Madison 
College instructor, one of only a handful of Master Bakers in the 
United States. The program has been certi�ed by the Wisconsin Bakers 
Association. The program consultant Martee Mikalson and managers 
have an accumulated 80+ years of experience in the food service 
industry with much of their time being donated to this program. 

Receive a full scholarship.
Students can receive a full scholarship to the program and receive 
hands on training and experience in math, baking practices, 
commercial kitchen equipment use, knife skills, culinary techniques, 
product packaging, sales and marketing, as well as developing the  
necessary life skills to be successful. Upon completion of the class,  
they receive their ServSafe Certi�cate and Wisconsin Bakers Certi�cate. 
There are also volunteer mentors who follow up with the students 
as they enter the workforce and check in with their employers. 

In the two years since inception, the program has had great success. 
Bakery and restaurant industries continue to seek out a trained work-
force, and many of these employers pay the Dane County living wage 
of $12.83 per hour. We currently have a list of employers waiting for 
our students including Applebee’s, Kalahari, Great Wolf Lodge, and 
numerous other area restaurants and grocery stores. 

For more information about enrollment, 
contact Martee Mikalson at 608-843-0515.

Your order of Fresh Frozen Cookie Dough
or an Easter Pie will support the FEED
Bakery Job Training Program and help
put people back to work.

ORDER
TODAY!
Pick up or 
Delivery 
Available

ORDER
ONLINE:
email: bakery@ 
northsidemadison.org

ORDER
BY PHONE:
Call Martee at:
608-843-0515

ORDER
PICK UP:
FEED Kitchens
1219 N. Sherman Ave.
Madison WI 53704

Choose from the following varieties:
(or mix them up)

• Chocolate chip     • Monster Cookies
• M&M/Chocolate chip     • Peanut Butter

• Cranberry Oatmeal

Store for 30 days frozen or 5 days refrigerated.
Bake at 350 degrees for 12 minutes

FRESH FROZEN

Adam Tobias is the only candidate who 
will put the North Side ahead of political 
games by addressing the real issues that 
affect us all: 

• Public safety
• Economic development
• Transparent government
• Responsible spending and less 
         borrowing
• Helping our most vulnerable
• Protecting our natural resources

TIRED OF THE NORTH SIDE 
BEING IGNORED? 

I will be accessible to 
the community:   

Democracy.com/
tobias4Danecounty18

Tobias4DaneCounty18@
gmail.com

Cell: (608) 535-9606

Let’s work together to make the 18th 
district the best it can be!

Paid for by Tobias 4 Dane County 18
Adam Tobias, Treasurer

VOTE ON 

APRIL 5TH

FOR

Michele with daughter Priya, husband John, son Josef and Juniper the dog

Re-elect
Like you,  
I value a  
neighborhood  
that protects  
the environment,  
ensures that everyone  
feels safe and honors the  
hard-working people who drive our 

economy. Because of who we are, I
know we will continue to move our 
community forward.

AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF MICHELE RITT, DOROTHY WHEELER TREASURER

Michele is proud to have the support of
Russ Feingold x U.S. Representative Mark Pocan

Wis. Senator Mark Miller x Wis. Assembly member Melissa Sargent

RittForDane.com x RittForDaneCounty@gmail.com
608 335 6827  x  FACEBOOK RittForDane
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1/4 Page
1/2 Page
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Flyers/Inserts
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EDITOR

From

ABHA 
THAKKAR

Send us a list of all five businesses whose ads you find Nort hiding next to, and 
your name will be added to a raffle for prizes donated by Northside businesses!

Where’s Nort of the Northside?

Submit your list to:
Northside News
1219 N. Sherman Ave.
Madison, WI 53704
Or, email it to us at 
editor@northsidenews.org
Include your full name and either your 
phone number or email address so we 
can contact you if you win.

The Feb/March 2016 Winners
Tom Sanderson
Marlene Nickel
Kathryn Wirth

We’ll be in touch with your prizes! 
Thanks to everyone for participating!

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT NEEDS

All phases of home remodeling & repair

 ● Additions ● Siding ● Roofi ng ● Garages
 ● Kitchens ● Windows ● Flooring ● Decks & More

Barlow Builders, Inc. proudly supports The River Food Pantry.
Please help those in need. www.riverfoodpantry.org

Thursday
October 14
6-9 pm
At The River
Food Pantry

Tickets available at 
www.riverfoodpantry.org
Proceeds go directly to feeding hungry families.

Celebrating a season
of abundance to
benefit those who
don’t have enough.

Fully insured & licensed • Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE
www.barlowbuildersinc.com

✔ Do you love your Northside community newspaper?
✔ Do you read it cover to cover when it arrives in the mail?
✔ Does it feature articles about neighbors and issues you care about?

Please sign me up for a voluntary subscription. Enclosed fi nd $24 for six issues:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address ______________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _________ Zip ________________
Phone ____________________Email ___________________________________

Please make checks payable to the Northside Planning Council and send to:

Northside Planning Council
1219 N. Sherman Ave.
Madison, WI 53704

Why take out a voluntary subscription for a free publication?
It’s true — the Northside News will arrive in the mail whether you pay for a
subscription or not. But with your voluntary subscription, you can help ensure that
it remains a high quality publication accessible to all. While our advertising revenues
make us mostly self-suffi cient, we are subject to the fl uctuations of the economy,
especially as print media suffers all over the country. If you would like to help protect
the Northside News for future years and help us explore new innovations in our
community journalism strategies, then consider paying for a voluntary subscription.

✔ Do you love your Northside community newspaper?
✔ Do you read it cover to cover when it arrives in the mail?
✔ Does it feature articles about neighbors and issues you care about?

Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address
City ____________________________
Phone ____________________

Please make checks payable to the Northside Planning Council and send to:
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By Megan Pitts, Jerrod Buckner 
and Patrick Schrank 

Vera Court Neighborhood Center Staff

Vera Court Neighborhood Center 
hosted its annual Black History Cel-
ebration at the end of February with 
special guests UW-Madison Profes-
sor Sandra Adell, renowned poet 
Fabu and members of the Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity. It was a great eve-
ning with lively performances, deli-
cious food prepared by Vera Court’s 
Kids Café Chef Grace Moran, and 
neighbors connecting with each oth-
er in the middle of our long winter. 

Black History 
Month celebrated

Spring, at last! Come out and play
“Along the river, over the hills, in the ground, in the sky, spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm, new life, new beauty, 
unfolding, unrolling in glorious exuberant extravagance,  — new birds in their nests, new winged creatures in the air, and new 
leaves, new flowers, spreading, shining, rejoicing everywhere.” ~ John Muir

Welcome to spring and welcome to our 
outdoor edition of the Northside News. 
It’s time to awake from our long hiberna-
tion and venture outside again, and the 
Northside offers the perfect opportunities, 
no matter what your interests. Enjoy!

Join us for the next Sunday Supper
March 30 • 5-7 pm

Warner Park Community Recreation Center

Left: “Cattail” by Elizabeth Solomon, an origi-
nal work on display during the art showcase 
“Raising Crane: Impressions of Cherokee 
Marsh” from April 1 to May 31 at Lakeview 
Branch Library. 

Center: Who wants a bug? Tree swallows 
raise babies every year in birdhouses found in 
the gardens, prairie and farm at Troy Gardens. 
Right: Come to Cherokee Marsh in spring to 
see carpets of wildflowers.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ja
n 

A
xe

ls
on

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
ic

ha
el

 M
oo

re

Ph
ot

o 
pr

ov
id

ed
 b

y 
El

iz
ab

et
h 

So
lo

m
on

By Sheri Gasser 
Northside News

Stand up paddleboarding (SUP) is a 
sport gaining in popularity. It’s a way to 
be out on the water, take in the scenery 
and get some exercise in the process. The 
Northside of Madison is a perfect location 
for the sport, not only because of the prox-
imity to Cherokee Marsh but also because 
it is home to the largest retail stores and 
distributors of paddleboards in the United 
States — Paddleboard Specialists is locat-
ed just down the road in Westport.

The seven employees at Paddleboard Spe-
cialists are experts in the sport. They teach 
lessons and offer clinics for those interested 
in learning SUP. The staff is committed to 

helping customers find the appropriate gear 
to enjoy the peaceful nature of the sport. This 
is their 30th year in the watersports business. 

Owner Gary Stone explained, “Paddle-
boarding in its simplest form is using an 
oversize surf-type board and a long pad-
dle. Users stand on the board and propel 
themselves forward with a paddle. People 
are often concerned they won’t have the 
balance to do the sport, but standing on 
the board is really easy. SUP has become 
incredibly popular because it is a great 
family activity, being on the water is very 
peaceful, and it can also be an amazing 
core workout if you paddle hard.”

What’s SUP at Paddleboard  
Specialists this spring?

Stand up paddle boarding is gaining popularity in Madison. It is a peaceful and wonderful 
way to spend time on the water....and get a great workout too.
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Black History contInued on page 25
Paddleboard continued on page 8

Northside News 
Volunteer Meeting
Wednesday, April 9 • 6 pm
Lakeview Branch Library

NORTHSIDE NEWS

Find Nort 
in the Northside News 
and win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

FEED Kitchens Bazaar
1219 N. Sherman Ave.

Sat., April 5 • 4-7 pm
An open house for current 
users to showcase and sell 
their products. Everyone 
welcome to tour the facility. 

Summer youth activities listed online
Starting in April, check out great  

opportunities for Northside students  
to enjoy summer.

northsidemadison.org
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By Megan Pitts, Jerrod Buckner 
and Patrick Schrank 

Vera Court Neighborhood Center Staff

Vera Court Neighborhood Center 
hosted its annual Black History Cel-
ebration at the end of February with 
special guests UW-Madison Profes-
sor Sandra Adell, renowned poet 
Fabu and members of the Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity. It was a great eve-
ning with lively performances, deli-
cious food prepared by Vera Court’s 
Kids Café Chef Grace Moran, and 
neighbors connecting with each oth-
er in the middle of our long winter. 

Black History 
Month celebrated

Spring, at last! Come out and play
“Along the river, over the hills, in the ground, in the sky, spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm, new life, new beauty, 
unfolding, unrolling in glorious exuberant extravagance,  — new birds in their nests, new winged creatures in the air, and new 
leaves, new flowers, spreading, shining, rejoicing everywhere.” ~ John Muir

Welcome to spring and welcome to our 
outdoor edition of the Northside News. 
It’s time to awake from our long hiberna-
tion and venture outside again, and the 
Northside offers the perfect opportunities, 
no matter what your interests. Enjoy!

Join us for the next Sunday Supper
March 30 • 5-7 pm

Warner Park Community Recreation Center

Left: “Cattail” by Elizabeth Solomon, an origi-
nal work on display during the art showcase 
“Raising Crane: Impressions of Cherokee 
Marsh” from April 1 to May 31 at Lakeview 
Branch Library. 

Center: Who wants a bug? Tree swallows 
raise babies every year in birdhouses found in 
the gardens, prairie and farm at Troy Gardens. 
Right: Come to Cherokee Marsh in spring to 
see carpets of wildflowers.
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By Sheri Gasser 
Northside News

Stand up paddleboarding (SUP) is a 
sport gaining in popularity. It’s a way to 
be out on the water, take in the scenery 
and get some exercise in the process. The 
Northside of Madison is a perfect location 
for the sport, not only because of the prox-
imity to Cherokee Marsh but also because 
it is home to the largest retail stores and 
distributors of paddleboards in the United 
States — Paddleboard Specialists is locat-
ed just down the road in Westport.

The seven employees at Paddleboard Spe-
cialists are experts in the sport. They teach 
lessons and offer clinics for those interested 
in learning SUP. The staff is committed to 

helping customers find the appropriate gear 
to enjoy the peaceful nature of the sport. This 
is their 30th year in the watersports business. 

Owner Gary Stone explained, “Paddle-
boarding in its simplest form is using an 
oversize surf-type board and a long pad-
dle. Users stand on the board and propel 
themselves forward with a paddle. People 
are often concerned they won’t have the 
balance to do the sport, but standing on 
the board is really easy. SUP has become 
incredibly popular because it is a great 
family activity, being on the water is very 
peaceful, and it can also be an amazing 
core workout if you paddle hard.”

What’s SUP at Paddleboard  
Specialists this spring?

Stand up paddle boarding is gaining popularity in Madison. It is a peaceful and wonderful 
way to spend time on the water....and get a great workout too.
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Black History contInued on page 25
Paddleboard continued on page 8

Northside News 
Volunteer Meeting
Wednesday, April 9 • 6 pm
Lakeview Branch Library

NORTHSIDE NEWS

Find Nort 
in the Northside News 
and win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

FEED Kitchens Bazaar
1219 N. Sherman Ave.

Sat., April 5 • 4-7 pm
An open house for current 
users to showcase and sell 
their products. Everyone 
welcome to tour the facility. 

Summer youth activities listed online
Starting in April, check out great  

opportunities for Northside students  
to enjoy summer.

northsidemadison.org
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WELCOME HOME, DAIS!

The Northside News is 
proud to help welcome 
Domestic Abuse Inter-
vention Services to the 
neighborhood.

Check out our cen-
ter spread for complete 

coverage of this July’s Welcome 
Home, DAIS! initiatives, culminat-
ing in their July 31 ribbon cutting 
ceremony. 

On most pages of this edition, you’ll 
see the DAIS ribbon (see above) next 
to articles and columns and on various 
ads. All of these businesses, organiza-
tions and writers have made a donation 
to DAIS by purchasing this graphic 
to go alongside their submission. 
They are not the only ones involved 
in supporting DAIS this summer, but 
we’re grateful for their  participation 
in giving DAIS a big, Northside-style  
welcome in this edition.

Just a few of the members of the Welcome Home, DAIS! Committee. From left: Lauri 
Lee, Geri Diemer, Steve Nelson, Lois Fritz and Melinda Ferraro.
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Find Nort
in the Northside News and 
win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

NORTHSIDE NEWS

FEED Kitchens Bazaar
Saturday, July 12 • 4-7 pm

FEED Kitchens
1219 N. Sherman Ave.

An open house for current 
users to showcase and sell their 
products. Everyone welcome to 
tour the facility. 

Join us for the next Sunday Supper
June 29 • 5-7 pm • Free
Warner Park Community Recreation Center

Saturday, June 21
Make Music Madison

Free public performances by local musicians will 
take place at venues on the Northside and around 
the city throughout the day. See page 9 and 
makemusicmadison.org for more information.  

By Lauri Lee 
Northside News

The Northside business 
community has gone all-out 
to welcome Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Services (DAIS) 
to the neighborhood and to 
rally Northside support. Trav-
elers from downtown Madi-

son will now see a new and beautiful build-

ing at the gateway of the Northside at 2102 
Fordem Ave. that has replaced the vacant 
Sears building. 

The move away from confidential facili-
ties by more and more domestic violence 
shelters across the country to centrally lo-
cated public buildings makes it easier for 
the shelter staff and employees to enjoy be-
ing part of the community where they are 
located. “It makes a very strong statement 

New DAIS shelter is a community resource and 
an asset for the Northside economy

Ritt continued on page 20

By Laurel Sampson 
Northside News

When it was minus 11 
degrees this winter Mi-
chele Ritt could be found 
going door-to-door until 
she had walked every 
street in the district. After 
more than 1,500 doors, 
and a successful elec-
tion to the Dane County 
Board as Supervisor for 
District 18, her enthusi-
asm for the people and 
experiences of the North-
side has not waned.

Originally from Iowa, Ritt lived in 
apartments on the Northside while she 
attended Edgewood College. After start-
ing her own family, they moved back to 
the Northside when they outgrew their 
previous home on the near eastside. 
While considering a move to a home 
outside of Madison she remembers tell-
ing her husband, “We could move into 
this house, and I’d be excited about it for 
about three to four weeks and then I’d 
cry every single day and say, ‘Take me 

Get to know Michele Ritt, 
your new County Supervisor

back to the Northside.’” That was 2002; 
they have been rooted to the Northside 
ever since.

She has a hard time choosing just one 
favorite thing about this part of the city. 
Ritt loves to geocache in the parks with 
her family, and said, “The parks are out-
standing. It’s absolutely the most beauti-
ful part of the entire county.” The Sun-
day morning Northside Farmers Market 
is a favorite stop of hers for sweet corn, 
and you can often find her in the stands 
watching the Mallards. 

Over the years, the thought of running 
for office was always in the back of her 
mind. In high school she fell in love with 
politics hook, line and sinker in her gov-
ernment class. She sought out the oppor-
tunity to participate in the election year 
by attending her first Iowa caucus. Since 
that initial spark of interest years ago, she 
graduated college, worked in Paraguay 

Supervisor Ritt with her family.

By Mary Ambrosavage and  
Alexis London

The Northside Art and Design Plan-
ning Group continues its mission to 
beautify the Northside through engag-
ing and unique public art. The Warner 
Park Beach House mural is the group’s 
next project.

The kernel idea for the Warner 
Beach House mural project started in 
2009 when the Northside Planning 
Council brought together a group of 
Northside residents to identify projects 
to enhance Northside public spaces 
though public art and landscaping. In 
2012, an official city committee was 
formed and graphic artist Daniella 
Echeverria was hired to design a series 
of images to brand the Northside. The 
newly installed bus shelters are the first 
project to feature these images.

This summer, the Northside Plan-
ning Council will partner with middle 
and high school age youth from Ken-
nedy Heights Community Center to 
design and create a painted mural to 
be installed on the exterior walls of the 

Warner beach 
house mural  
underway

Mural continued on page 16

DAIS Impact continued on page 6

Northside News 
Volunteer Meeting

Wednesday, June 11 • 6 pm
Lakeview Branch Library

NORTHSIDE JULY 5
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CELEBRATION
SEE PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS!
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By Bailey Sargent, 
age 14

Recently, on a 
spring day in Madi-
son, Lieutenant Jamie 
Steiter and his Ladder 
8 crew took time to 
visit a fellow Madison 

firefighter and his family at Oakwood 
Village-Prairie Ridge. What makes 
this visit extraordinary is that these 
dedicated public servants had never 

Honoring an everyday hero

By Kendall Tribus, 
age 16

Kendall and Clayton 
Tribus, two Northside 
youths, collected shoes 
for an organization called 
Soles 4 Souls (S4S) while 

attending Our Lady Queen of Peace grade 
school. S4S distributes shoes to victims of 
poverty and natural disasters throughout 
the United States and internationally. They 
began collecting shoes in 2008 in order to 
understand how lucky they are and to learn 
the value of giving to those in need.

By Daishon Boyd, 
age 14

The Northside Youth 
Council (NYC) is paint-
ing a street mural on 
Knutson Drive. We are 
doing this mural be-

cause we want to change our look in the 
community and not have it be dull. We 
are showing our creativity to the people 
of Madison, so everyone can see. The 
mural street painting shows color, cre-
ativity and caring of not only the NYC 
but the people of Madison all around. 

The NYC not only has plans to cre-
ate drawings in streets, but to do other 
things for the community. We had an 
open mic night at Warner Park and sold 
our own cookies we made at the FEED 
Kitchens. We also have a lot of meet-
ings to plan what we should do next, 
how to do it, when to do it, and how 
we are going to make it happen. We try 

Northside youth 
spearhead street 
mural

Touching soles expands horizons

The late Firefighter Frank Leverentz pictured with Madison Fire Chief Steve Davis.

Kendall and Clayton Tribus traveled to Guatemala to deliver shoes they helped collect 
for children living in poverty.

Northside News Second Annual Youth Edition

met before. In fact, the man they were 
going to visit retired from the Madi-
son Fire Department before most of 
this crew was even born. 

Frank Leverentz was born in Madison 
in 1922, the oldest of three boys. His 
father was a proud Madison police of-
ficer; his mother was a homemaker. As 
a young man, Frank walked his dogs in 
the woods and fields that are now our 
Northside neighborhoods, resting on the 
grounds of the sanatorium, looking out 
over the city, dreaming of building a life 
in this special area.

Frank graduated from Madison East 
High School in the class of 1940. Just a 
few years later, in 1943, he was drafted 
into the Army. For nearly three years, 
he bravely served our nation in the 37th 
Infantry Division of the U.S. Army sta-
tioned in the South Pacific. Upon his 

Hero continued on page 22 

In 2008, the students and families of Our 
Lady Queen of Peace collected 273 pairs 
of shoes. The shoe collections continued; 
the numbers always growing  — 412 pairs 
in 2009, 519 pairs in 2010, 627 pairs in 
2011, 729 pairs in 2012, 753 pairs in 2013. 
In 2014, 1,194 pairs of shoes were collect-
ed and shipped to S4S for distribution.

This year, Kendall and Clayton, ac-
companied by their mother and six other 
people, went to Guatemala with S4S to dis-
tribute the shoes on a more personal level. 
The group landed in Guatemala City June 
17 and drove to Chiquimula, where they 
stayed with Josh and Jessica Byrd, mission-
aries for Building Believers in Christ. 

The first shoe distribution took place 
the next day at an orphanage in Esquip-
ulas. The children formed a line, excit-
edly waiting for their new shoes. There 
were three parts of the distribution: a 
sizing station, a foot washing station,  
and finally getting their shoes. Children
who were unable to find shoes that fit 
received toys.

Guatemala continued on page 14  

NORT’S LOOSE 
ON THE  

NORTHSIDE!

See page 2 to learn how you can help

Editor’s Note: Luis Carlos moved to the 
Northside of Madison from Venezuela in 
2013. He attends Sherman Middle School, 
where he participated in the Sherman 
Nature Explorers Club. Here he shares 
how his experiences at Warner Park have 
helped him in his transition to a new com-
munity and a new culture. His article is 
printed in Spanish and in English.

By Luis Carlos Piñero, 
age 14

Me llamo Luis Carlos 
Piñero, tengo 14 años, 
vine de Venezuela en 
Julio del año pasado, 
en estos momentos es-
toy estudiando en Sher-

man Middle School (8th grade); desde 
mi país he tenido la inclinación y apre-
ciación sobre los espacios naturales. A 
partir de muy joven he sido fanático 
del soccer y me gusta mucho Madison, 
porque tiene canchas por todas partes 
para así seguir practicándolo.

Me inscribí en el Club de Explora-
dores de la Naturaleza, porque dis-
fruto de este tipo de actividades al 

Nature bridges 
cultures

Street Mural continued on page 5

Nature continued on page 10
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Join us for the next Sunday Supper
Aug. 17 • 5-7 pm • Free
warner park community recreation center

Help us find 
our fugitive

mascot

La naturaleza como un puente  
a la cultura
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A Northsider’s  
Medley of hope

By Laurel Sampson 
Northside News

Annette Medley grew up in Milwaukee 
with her family and moved out on her own 
when she was 18 years old. By the time she 
was 19, her mother was in a wheelchair 
due to rheumatoid arthritis. When she was 
20, her brother was diagnosed with HIV 
from a blood transfusion. Her nephew suf-
fered grand mal seizures. Annette said that 
helping people “just became a part of me.” 

Annette had her own struggles, too, 
and became addicted to crack cocaine 
and alcohol. In 2000 her sister took care 
of her six children while she was in treat-
ment. When she completed treatment, 
she recognized she was not yet ready 
and moved to a sober living house for 
a year. She ultimately left her husband 
because he could not stay drug-free, but 
she relapsed after the death of her father. 
Annette is open with her children about 
her past. “I don’t want them to make the 
same mistakes I did,” she said. 

Despite a CNA license and years of ex-
perience as a caregiver, Annette often felt 
judged by her employers. This changed 
when she began working at American 
Way Senior Living and met Janis Nowak, 
the company’s owner. Annette was candid 
about her past. “I was hanging with the 
wrong crowd and I told her the truth.” Ja-
nis offered her a second chance. 

Annette began working the third shift, 
became third-shift lead, and was then pro-
moted to the first shift. Her supervisor rec-
ognized that she had leadership qualities 
and recommended Annette become a cer-
tified trainer. She worked her way up to 
medication manager at the assisted living 
facility. As she did so, she caught the at-
tention of several people in the company. 
Annette recalled feeling valued as an em-
ployee when she was to present a training 
session in Portage and Janis paid her cab 
fare to get there and back.

Next was a promotion to house man-
ager, and just three months later, a pro-
motion to assistant administrator. Today 
Annette is the administrator at a 17- 
person facility and loves her job. In just 

Northside News
The past several months have seen a lot 

of discussion on the proposed public mar-
ket for our city — where to locate the mar-
ket, what the goals are for a market, what 
the market might look like. The Northside 
got excited when the empty space at the 
Northside TownCenter was included as 
one of the three site finalists, and also saw 
the potential for benefits to our neck of the 
woods in the top contender, East Washing-
ton at First Street. But where are we in the 
decision-making process?

The Madison Common Council heard 
the Local Food Committee’s recom-
mendation to locate the public market at 
East Washington Avenue and First Street, 
but instead of taking a vote on that rec-
ommendation, referred the issue to the 
city’s Economic Development Commit-
tee for more details about the economic 
revitalization implications of the various 
options. It is expected that the common 
council will revisit the market location 
decision, including the latest information 

Madison’s Public Market District: 
Location may still boost Northside

from the Economic Development Com-
mittee, at their Oct. 7 meeting.

As the public market planning pro-
cess has moved forward, the vision for 
the market has been developing. Rather 
than a single “market,” like the Milwau-
kee Public Market, the planning group 
is considering multiple functions for the 
project – retail to consumers; wholesale 
to restaurants, grocers and public enti-
ties; storage and aggregation of produce 
for distribution to larger markets in Chi-
cago or further afield; and processing 
services to transform raw goods into 
value added products. 

Further, the idea for this project is to 
foster a “public market district” – an area 
where publicly-sponsored warehouses and 
markets coexist with private development 
of complementary businesses, like art gal-
leries, coffee shops, local food enterprises 
and entertainment venues. The city invest-
ment in the market building and elements 
would be matched by private investments 
taking advantage of the traffic and vitality 
generated by the market.

What does this mean for the Northside? 
As Alder Anita Weier describes in her col-
umn in this edition of the Northside News, 
there are many potential benefits and col-
laborations for the Northside from the East 
Washington site. Small businesses getting 
started at the FEED Kitchens would find a 
close-by market for their products. Urban

Public Market continued on page 26

For more information on TIF districts 
and how they work, see Page 4, “TIF 
from the top down.”

By Marcus Watson 
Northside News

In July 2006, at the request of property 
owners, the Village of Maple Bluff an-
nexed 22 parcels encompassing 4.86 acres 

bordering the east side of North Sherman 
Avenue from Commercial Avenue to the 
railroad tracks. The Village’s intent was to 
redevelop the area, creating Maple Bluff’s 
first business district. Over a year was 
spent putting together the Village Gateway 
Redevelopment Project. Eight years later 
that plan may bear fruit.

On Aug. 12, Maple Bluff’s Village 

Village Board to hear development proposals
Maple Bluff’s approval of TIF plan may revitalize past project

Find Nort
in the Northside News 
and win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

Youth 
Empowerment
Summit 2014

Friday, Nov. 14
11:30 am-6:30 pm

North Star 
Awards

Thursday, Dec. 4
5:30 pm

Board voted to create its first TIF (tax 
increment financing) district, with a goal 
of $8.7 million raised through public 
funding in hope of attracting developers 
to the project. The proposal designates 
that over three quarters of the property 
is “blighted” with issues ranging from 
cracked, weedy concrete to poorly- 
painted, peeling facades. It also states 
the property is underutilized and threat-
ens economic viability. The state Depart-
ment of Revenue will begin to review the 
plan by the end of October with final ap-
proval slated for early 2015. 

Northside Planning Council Board 
member Walter Stewart said of the  
proposed project, “People often balk at the 
word ‘blight,’ but that’s just a determina-
tion needed to justify creating the [TIF] 
district. Given the size  of the area, its 
long-standing appearance, and a com-
munity’s desire for intelligent land-use, 
I think TIF is probably a good idea and 

Parcels #10-16, continued: Unscreened dumpsters; boarded up window facing N. Sherman; lack of sepa-
ration between sidewalk and parking lot & overabundance of curb cuts. 

Parcels #17-18: Overabundance of curb cuts, lack of space between parking lot and sidewalk.   

Parcel #19: Exterior wiring; portions of façade in poor condition.  

Annette Medley (right) and her son Deandre.

Maple Bluff continued on page 10

Annette Medley continued on page 20
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Unscreened dumpsters; 
Exterior wiring; portions of 
façade in poor condition; 
lack of separation between 
sidewalk and parking lot and 
overabundance of curb cuts.

Parcels #10-16, continued: Unscreened dumpsters; boarded up window facing N. Sherman; lack of sepa-
ration between sidewalk and parking lot & overabundance of curb cuts. 

Parcels #17-18: Overabundance of curb cuts, lack of space between parking lot and sidewalk.   

Parcel #19: Exterior wiring; portions of façade in poor condition.  

Parcels #10-16, continued: Unscreened dumpsters; boarded up window facing N. Sherman; lack of sepa-
ration between sidewalk and parking lot & overabundance of curb cuts. 

Parcels #17-18: Overabundance of curb cuts, lack of space between parking lot and sidewalk.   

Parcel #19: Exterior wiring; portions of façade in poor condition.  
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By Lauri Lee
Northside News

The City of Madison’s Affordable 
Housing Initiative (AHI) approved $1 
million in federal tax credits Nov. 18 to 
come to the Northside for the removal of 
the abandoned, blighted and contaminat-
ed former poultry research facility and 
replacement with a beautiful new apart-
ment project and single family lots on 
Tennyson Lane. 

The AHI tax credits are a result of 
Mayor Paul Soglin’s 2015 capital bud-
get, which included $20 million to help 
secure federal tax credits to provide 750 
to 1,000 units of affordable housing 
over the next fi ve years. The selection 
of this project by the AHI team must be 
reviewed and approved by the Board of 
Estimates and Common Council in the 
coming months but has received city 
staff approvals.

The mayor’s initiative follows the re-
lease of the City of Madison Housing 
Strategy Committee report that stated 
half of renters pay more than 30 percent 

Equity’s year 
begins anew

Northside News

Northside United, a citizens’ action 
group of Northside residents, is initiating 
a yearlong series of events, discussions 
and activities to raise awareness about 
racial inequities in our community and 
develop strategies and actions to address 
them. Plans are underway to kick off 
the year with a community-wide Racial 
Equity Forum Jan. 26, 2015 at Sherman 
Middle School, 1610 Ruskin St.

All Northside community members are 
invited to this opportunity for safe shar-
ing of experiences, learning about issues, 
and developing a blueprint for address-
ing inequities on a community scale. The 
event will start with a free meal at 6 pm, 
followed by presentations and facilitated 

By Sheri Gasser
Northside News

For 15 area middle school girls, a 
passion for dance has taken their per-
formance group to new heights. Ready, 
Set, Dance! (RSD) is a non-competitive 
group that performs as a community 
service throughout the greater Madison 
area. Their main audiences are assisted 
living facilities and nursing homes, local 
church groups, and events such as Apple 
Fest at Warner Park. It’s all done for the 
love of this art form. According to Karyn 
Wood Holmes, RSD secretary, “The 
group prides itself on being able to bring 
the joy of music and dance to those that 
may not otherwise have access.” 

These dancers 
and their families 
certainly have a lot 
to be proud of. In 
October the group 
had the opportu-
nity to perform 
at Disney World. 
Planning for this 
trip began in 2011 
and came about 
through the Disney 
Performing Arts 
OnStage Program, 
which gives en-
sembles a chance 
to perform for Dis-

ney park guests from around the world. 
“Through extensive fundraising efforts 
by the dancers and their families, the 
dancers were able to raise enough money 
for transportation costs and the cost to at-
tend a workshop taught by a professional 
choreographer, where not only were they 
exposed to the highest level of perfor-
mance, they also got a taste of showbiz,” 
said Wood Holmes. This year’s trip to 
Orlando is the third for the troupe. 

The dancers who traveled to Disney 
World are Nicole Bartels, Halle Bender, 
McKenna Carviou, Taryn Davis, Ella 
Deitz, Jamara Harris, Allison Hart-
mann, Genna Hayes, Hannah Hubing, 
Holly Hubing, Grace Rider, Michele 
Rieder, Shae Sauer, Claire Schucha-

Dance group moves a step ahead$1 million 
recommended 
for Tennyson 
redevelopment

Ready, Set, Dance! performed at Walt Disney World in October.

Davis continued on page 17

Tennyson Ridge continued on page 10

Equity Forum continued on page 4

A.N.T. Da Hope Boy’s presentation (upper right) at the second 
annual Youth Empowerment Summit perfectly summarized the 
event’s theme, “When you can fi nd something to say YES to, you 

can say no to distraction and become the best you!”  Y.E.S. Partici-
pants developed a vision for education, employment and personal 
achievement that builds on their strengths to bring them success.

With Y.E.S., all things are possible

rdt and Kelly Wood. They performed a 
show entitled “Broadway Remix” at the 
Waterside Amphitheater at Downtown 
Disney. The show consisted of six num-
bers: Jai-ho (which won an Academy 
Award for Best Original Song in 2008), 
Twistin’ the Night Away (released in 
1962 by Sam Cooke), All that Jazz 
(from the 1975 musical “Chicago”), 
Steam Heat (from “Pajama Game”), 
Step in Time (from “Mary Poppins”) 
and Our Favorite Son (from “The Will 
Rogers Follies”).

Find me!
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Summer 2016 Registration

VIRGINIA DAVIS SCHOOL OF DANCE, LLC
2037 Sherman Avenue • Madison WI 53704

Members of: 
DEA, DMW, CNADM,
WI Dance Council,
Better Business Bureau

www.virginiadavis.com

Many Camps and Clinics to choose from
Call 241-4988 for brochure

Dancewear available at 
Davis Dancewear, Etc.

(608) 241-4305

Summer Session
6 Weeks

All ages welcome!
June 14-July 19, 2016

As time goes on, more and more of 
my experiences as interim director of the 
Northside Planning Council (NPC) begin 
to spill over into my column as editor of 
the Northside News. I see this as a reflec-
tion of the ways in which we’re better 
integrating all of the programs and initia-
tives of NPC into a unified whole.  We’ll 
be sharing more of this vision in the June/
July issue with our annual report.

NPC adopted two significant programs 
in March: the River Bakery Training Pro-
gram — now the FEED Bakery Training 
Program — and Healthy Food For All. 

The FEED Bakery Training Program is 
an excellent way to learn skills in a new 
industry. Get a ServSafe Certificate and a 
Wisconsin Bakers Certificate, as well as 
help with job placement, all while help-
ing to run a working production bakery. 
Operating the Bakery Training Program 
allows us to truly tailor our job training op-
portunities to meet the needs of our com-
munity, including the possibility of add-
ing a culinary training program down the 
road. Currently, the program is available 
free to low-income residents, but we’re 
also considering making some tuition slots 
available for students who are interested 

in developing new career opportunities.  
Support job training by enjoying FEED 
Bakery products, available at FEED and a 
growing number of locations all over town.

Healthy Food For All (HFFA) collects 
locally produced food from around the 
region that would otherwise go to waste 
and repackages it for distribution to food 
pantries and neighborhood centers. It’s 
on track to process more than 100,000 
pounds of food this year. HFFA gets food 
to the people who need it most, and we 
see it as an excellent way to round out the 
mission of the FEED Kitchens. 

The Northside News continues to play a 
critical role in all of this work as the go-to 
publication for many area businesses and 
organizations. This issue is packed — we 
always have to make hard choices about 
what to include. The Northside is a dynam-
ic place, and every issue of the Northside 
News reflects the vitality and creativity of 
our community.  As we work to build out 
our digital presence, we hope to enhance 
the effectiveness and reach of the North-
side News even further. 

Finally, we’ll have some exciting new 
initiatives to announce as we look to getting 
more deeply involved in community orga-
nizing again. We see organizing and eco-
nomic development as our two key strate-
gies moving forward, and we’re working to 
make sure the two complement each other 
in ways that more effectively foster equity 
for all members of our community.

Join us and be part of this fascinating, 
ground-breaking work!
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Need advice from 
a tech expert?

Computers and Laptops 
Wired/Wireless Networks

Malware Removal
 Repair and Maintenance

MICRO-TECHNIX
Don’t Despair, We Repair! 

www.ComputerHelpForLess.com

235-0485 Mon.–Fri.
9 am—6 pm

Providing service to the 
Madison area for 20 years.  

Thank you for your business. 

Renee Simousek
Certified Service Professional

No trip fee for Northsiders

Hire the expert. 
Dependable service.
See our BBB reviews.

Rated A+ by Wisconsin BBB

NPC Board Chair

From
Lisa 
Wiese

If I had to choose a word to describe serv-
ing on the board of directors of the North-
side Planning Council, it would be “fluid.”

Since the last issue of the Northside 
News came out, we’ve had two outgo-
ing and four incoming board members. In 
February, the NPC’s longest serving board 
member, Nikki Sanders, resigned. As 
board chair, she guided NPC in a success-
ful transition to a new board of directors. 
Terrie Anderson, herself a former NPC 
chair, has stepped down from the board 
to focus her efforts on initiatives happen-
ing at the FEED Kitchens. And new to to 
the board in February, we have Christine 
McFadzen, Kyle Sydow, Renee Walk and 
David Wilder.

Since I rejoined the board of directors 
last June, NPC has been a fluid landscape 
in which to work. We’ve put countless vol-

unteer hours into FEED Kitchens to ensure 
its success as a key ingredient to a stable 
local food system. We’ve brought Healthy 
Food For All under our umbrella, chan-
neling good food that is currently going to 
waste into the hands of our hungry neigh-
bors instead of into a dumpster. We’ve ad-
opted the bakery training program founded 
by The River Food Pantry that lays a path 
to a living wage job as a baker and pos-
sibly, in the future, other culinary-based 
careers. We have fostered relationships 
among the Willy Street Co-op, Pierce’s 
Northside Market and the Northside Town-
Center, with the goal of the Willy Street 
Co-op becoming our neighborhood grocer 
when Pierce’s Northside Market leaves us, 
to prevent the neighborhood stress of once 
again becoming a food desert. And we’ll 
be launching the Northside Community 
Coalition this coming year, reconvening 
the gathering of representatives from dif-
ferent neighborhoods, nonprofits, schools, 
businesses and churches, to serve as a 
clearinghouse of information and a base of 
collective action in our community.

No doubt we’ve had a fluid and expand-
ing program and volunteer base. As com-
munity leaders step up to fill vacancies, 
all board members past and present have 
lent their expertise and time to our ini-
tiatives, collectively leading us to where 
we are today. We have been on a 23-year 
journey of organizing our community, 
creating community resources, and now 
operating many of those resources on 
behalf of the community. While I find it 
disorienting to be the longest currently 
serving member of the NPC board, I 
also know we have a capable and ener-
gized board ready to lead NPC in its ever 
evolving role on the Northside. 

Sunday Supper with a Mexican flair
By Dale Matthews

The Northside Planning Council 
(NPC) has been sponsoring the North-
side Sunday Suppers for five years now. 
Suppers are held on the last Sunday in 
months that have five Sundays. Come 
check us out.

We put on this event with the help 
of Warner Park Community Recreation 
Center (WPCRC), Northside Farm-
ers Market, Boomerangs Resale Store, 
Madison School Community Recre-
ation (MSCR) and FEED Kitchens. 
The supper is always free, but dona-
tions are appreciated. 

Our next Sunday Supper is May 29, 
4‒6 pm, at WPCRC. Our menu will 
consist of Mexican comfort food: 

taco salad, tacos, tamales and Mexi-
can desserts. 

This is an informal get-together where 
neighbors and friends meet, eat, and get 
to know each other. There is no agen-
da, just good food, good fun and good 
people. We are always looking for vol-
unteers, so if you can help, please email 
Dale Matthews at chopsmilo@yahoo.
com or call 217-9631. 

Future Sunday Suppers will be held 
July 31 at the Warner Park Rainbow 
Shelter, and Oct. 30 at WPCRC. Check 
www.northsidemadison.org for updates.

Board Members

Lisa Wiese, Chair
Jill Jokela, Treasurer

Martee Mikalson
David Wilder
Renee Walk

Fatou Ceesay, Vice Chair
Lauri Lee, Secretary

Steven Potter
Christine McFadzen

Kyle Sydow

Like us on Facebook!
northsidemadison.org

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

This year, evaluate whether you can benefit from: 

1. Tax-advantaged investments. If appropriate, 
consider tax-free municipal bonds to provide 
federally tax-free income.*

2. Tax-advantaged retirement accounts. Consider  
contributing to a traditional Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA) or 401(k) to help lower your 
taxable income.

3. Tax-advantaged college savings accounts. 
Contribute or gift to a college savings plan for 
your children or grandchildren.

*May be subject to state and local taxes and the alternative 
minimum tax (AMT).

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate 
planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult 
with a qualified tax specialist or legal advisor for professional advice 
on your situation. 

Call or visit today to learn more about these 
investing strategies.

Feeling like you paid too much  
in taxes this year?

Kevin M Faulkner
Financial Advisor
.

301 N Sherman Ave Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor
.

16 N Livingston St
Madison, WI 53703
608-250-4968

Paul D Benrud
Financial Advisor
.

4672 East Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-242-0591
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Paul D. Benrud
Financial Advisor

4672 E. Washington Ave.
Madison, WI 53704
608-242-0591

Jeffrey A. Prebish
Financial Advisor

The Constellation Center
16 N. Livingston Street
Madison, WI 53703
608-250-4968

Kevin M. Faulkner
Financial Advisor

301 N. Sherman Ave. 
Suite 200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

County Board 
Candidates Forum

Tuesday, March 29
6:30 pm • WPCRC*

*Warner Park Community Recreation Center
(Northport Dr. & N. Sherman Ave.)
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• Spring Clean-ups
• Mulch Installation
• Landscape & Garden 

Maintenance
• Shrub and Tree Pruning
• Landscape Design, 

Build and Install

Bassett, Inc.
Arborcare, Lawn & Landscapeworks

www.srbassett.com
(608) 848-6152

Let us 
do your 

dirty work.
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Feeling off ?

Troy Community 
Farm

Join our urban CSA grown 
right here in the  

Northside neighborhood!

By becoming a CSA member you can:

•	 receive	certified	organic, 
high	quality	produce	every	week

•	 pick	up	locally	and	reduce	the	 
distance	your	food	travels

•	 support	the	non-profit 
Community	GroundWorks

For	more	information 
and	to	sign	up	visit:	 

www.communitygroundworks.org
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here is an injustice everywhere

Call for a free initial consultation

1837 Aberg Ave. • Madison
westmont@westmontlaw.net

608.244.9494

Estate Planning and Probate • Family Law 
Elder Law • Criminal Defense • Juvenile Law

By The River Food Pantry Board
From its inception in November 2013, 

The River Bakery has provided job train-
ing at FEED Kitchens in commercial 
baking to The River Food Pantry cli-
ents	to	help	them	become	self-sufficient.	
However, The River Food Pantry Board 
has determined that continuing to run the 
bakery training program is not in our best 
financial	 interests	 and	 is	 refocusing	 on	
our core mission of feeding the hungry. 
We continue to celebrate the 18 trainees 
who completed the training program and 
subsequently secured employment. Their 

individual stories represent far more than 
the	financial	impact.

Although we are sad to see The River 
Bakery go, we are excited that its mission 
will live on under different ownership. 
The Northside Planning Council will take 
over operation of the bakery and training 
program through the FEED Kitchens and 
will continue helping those unemployed 
in our community gain the experience and 
skills to secure employment and earn a 
living wage.

Thank you for your partnership with us 
to help transform lives.

The River Bakery is now  
the FEED Bakery

By Sheri Gasser 
Northside News

“If it wasn’t for 
FEED, I don’t know 
where I would be,” 
said Ishmael White 
during our inter-
view. I was inspired 
by his passion, his 
love for what he 
does, and his mo-
tivation to learn 
and further develop 

his skills. Although 
he	was	 recovering	 from	 the	flu	when	we	
spoke, it didn’t seem to slow him down. 
He is someone with boundless energy, and 
I could tell it was a struggle for him to sit 
down with me for an hour. Following our 
interview, anxious to get back to work, he 
quickly resumed his daily tasks, blending 
back into the scene with the people and 
place that changed his life.

Unemployed and with a conviction re-
cord,	 White	 was	 first	 introduced	 to	 the	
FEED Kitchens through the Madison-Area 
Urban Ministry (MUM) Just Bakery pro-
gram. The Just Bakery is a three-month 
program that combines classroom learning 
and hands-on kitchen training, with the goal 
of teaching life skills and opening doors to 
careers in bakery production. White began 
the program last March. He recalled how 
challenging	it	was	for	him	at	first	and	the	
patience of the instructors. Program Coor-
dinator Carmella Glenn and FEED bakery 
instructor Jim McLaughlin were aware 
that White is bipolar and worked with him 

to get past this poten-
tial barrier. Regarding 
McLaughlin, White 
said, “He taught me a 
lot of things. He told 
me to quit saying ‘I 
can’t’ and ‘I’m trying’ 
and just do it. I tried it 
his way and it really 
worked.”

After completing the 
Just Bakery program, 
White volunteered at 
FEED for three months 
until	 he	 was	 officially	
hired as a part-time 
baker and custodian. 
“I was thrilled,” White 
said. He described 
FEED Kitchens Man-
ager Adam Haen as his 
inspiration. White said 
his whole world has changed, and he is now 
optimistic about his future in his chosen ca-
reer path. 

Jack-of-all-trades might be a better de-
scription of the various tasks White handles 
at FEED. In addition to baking, White is 
responsible	 for	 keeping	 five	 separate	 in-
dustrial kitchens clean and the equipment 
running. There’s a big difference between 
home kitchens and industrial kitchens. Not 
only is the scale of the equipment much 
larger, but food preparation practices are 
much more stringent when cooking food 
for public consumption. 

At FEED, food safety is a priority. Users 
must go through training in order to use the 

equipment, and everything must be careful-
ly sanitized. On the day I stopped by, there 
were seven people working in the different 
kitchens. That number can increase to 30 or 
more people using the vegetable kitchen, 
the bakery kitchen, the training kitchen, the 
deli kitchen and the meat kitchen. FEED is 
an impressive space able to accommodate 
foodies and entrepreneurs alike. 

When asked how his position at FEED 
has changed over time, White said, “I do 
more than just baking. I’m learning how 
to operate a kitchen.” A typical day for 
him might start at 8 am with cleaning each 
kitchen, then cleaning the coolers, freez-
ers and dish room. Some days may start as 
early as 2 am or 4 am if there’s baking to do. 
For White, this means sometimes riding to 

work on his bike in the dark. FEED operates 
24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week, so working 
there	requires	flexibility	in	one’s	schedule.

Despite some early mornings, White 
stressed that FEED is a great place to work. 
He enjoys learning from his co-workers 
and interacting with the people who use the 
facility. He stays busy and there’s always 
something to do. He said everyone who 
comes to FEED comes in with a smile. And 
yes, he does get to sample some of the food 
that’s prepared there. According to White, 
“You have to enjoy what you’re doing; you 
have to love what you do; you have to put 
love into your food.” 

White said his love of baking came from 
his grandmother. He remembered her al-
ways baking when he was a child, and her 
upside-down pineapple coconut cake was 
his favorite. He recalled sitting in her kitch-
en, watching as she prepared the cake, and 
waiting for his chance to lick the spoon. “My 
love for the kitchen was always there but I 
wasn’t putting it into use. Some things come 
late, but better late than never,” he said.

White especially enjoys baking crois-
sants. He went over the process with me be-
ginning with making the Danish, rolling the 
dough, setting the dough, rolling it again, 
cutting, weighing, making the design and 
twist-tying,	giving	an	egg	wash,	proofing,	
adding a topping, and then baking. The re-
sult is delicious but the task is complicated, 
so perhaps it’s best left to bakers like White.

In his spare time, White enjoys reading, 
watching	movies	and	raising	goldfish.	His	
dream is to one day open a bakery or food 
cart, and he already has a name picked out: 
Ishmael’s Sweet Shop. Now that would be 
really sweet!

Ishmael White thanks FEED for his bright future
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Ishmael White packing up cookies for sale.

Ishmael White

1321 E. Mifflin St.  |  tnpc@cgfirepower.com  |  255-3250

www.tnpckids.com
Pre-School age 2-5

Parent/Child Playgroup age 0-3
STATE LICENSED & CITY ACCREDITED

1321 E. Mifflin St.  |  tnpc@cgfirepower.com  |  255-3250

www.tnpckids.com
Pre-School age 2-5

Parent/Child Playgroup age 0-3
STATE LICENSED & CITY ACCREDITED

AM 3K begins Sept. 1



Page 6 • Northside News • April/May 2016 www.NorthsideMadison.org

candidates forum

Adam 
Tobias
Candidate  
District 18 
Supervisor

1. I am not involved 
with any organizations 

or projects specifically within the 18th Dis-
trict, but I have volunteered as a coach in 
youth sports leagues throughout Madison.

2. Addressing the loss of businesses and 
jobs on the Northside is one of the most 
important issues facing our community. 
Unfortunately, our elected officials in the 
18th District have been turning a blind eye 
to these problems.

If elected, I would immediately call 
for a task force to examine the county’s 
taxing structure, business regulations and 
incentive packages to see how we can be 
more accommodating and attract addi-
tional commerce to the Northside. 

I also want to look at the feasibility of 
working with a private entity to construct a 
hotel near the Dane County Regional Air-
port. In addition to generating tax revenue 
or rental payments, a hotel will keep visi-
tors on our end of the city, which will im-
prove activity at our local businesses.

We should also explore building an aero-
space or high-tech incubator park at the air-
port or Oscar Mayer property. For example, 
an aerospace park in the small West Virginia 
city of Bridgeport produces an annual eco-
nomic impact of more than $1 billion.

Lastly, I will work with local elected offi-
cials and chambers of commerce to actively 
recruit businesses to come to the Northside.

Need a hand with your house?

Remodeling    l Repairs    l Consultations

Isthmus HandymanIsthmus Handyman

� Bath, Kitchen, & Basement Updates
� Faucets, Sinks, Toilets, Bath Fans 
� Ceiling Fans, Lights, Garbage Disposals
� Painting, Trim, Drywall Repairs
� Shelving, Closets & General Carpentry
� Window & Door Repairs & Replacement
� Screen Porches, Sheds, Chicken Coops

“Your Small Job Specialists since 1994”

Call your Northside handyman!

Northside News --  October/Nov 2012

334-5890   timc-handyman@sbcglobal.net

Help with
Just About
Anything on
Your To-Do

List! 1213 N. Sherman Ave
MADISON, WI 53704
608 663-9090
store3613@theupsstore.com

Hours:
Mon-Thur     8:30 am - 7:00 pm
Fri               8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat              9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Copyright © 2012 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.   C42E315852  04.12

GET READY FOR A WINNING COMBINATION.
Mailboxes • Packing & Shipping • Printing

Check out everything
we do at The UPS Store®.
We offer services that
make life easier and help
keep businesses running
smoothly.

Learn more about 
your candidates 
for County Board
Read the candidates’ answers to the 
following questions:

1. Aside from campaigning or serv-
ing in elected office, what other 
organizations or projects are you 
involved with in the district?

2. What can be done to draw more 
businesses to the district and 
what role can the county play 
in that?

3. What are the district’s best assets 
and how do we enhance them?

3. I believe our district’s best assets 
are the Dane County Regional Airport, 
Cherokee Lake/Marsh and the Madison 
Mallards baseball stadium.

As I already mentioned, we could be do-
ing so much more to take advantage of the 
guests that come to our city because of the 
airport. A hotel would keep those visitors on 
the Northside and create more foot traffic at 
our businesses. An aerospace or high-tech in-
cubator park would also be crucial in bring-
ing businesses and jobs to our community.

We also need to do more in promot-
ing one of Madison’s greatest natural 
resources: the Cherokee Lake/Marsh. As 
someone who was born and raised on the 
other side of the city, I didn’t know much 
about this great waterway until we moved 
to the Northside. Now my family and I 
visit there regularly. In addition to more 
detailed promotions, the county could 
operate a canoe/kayak rental program so 
more families can enjoy this amenity. 

The Madison Mallards stadium already 
attracts a lot of people to our area, but 
that only occurs about 35 times a year. 
We should be holding youth tournaments 
and other activities there on the days the 
Mallards are not playing.

Michele Ritt
Candidate 
District 18 
Supervisor
1. As a special educa-
tion teacher, a former 
Peace Corps Volun-
teer, an environmental 

conservationist and a parent, I am an active 
member of my community, working with 
several groups that affect residents of the 
Northside. I am a member of Friends of 
Cherokee Marsh and the North Lake Men-
dota Neighborhood Association. I serve 
as assistant director of Camp Hozhoni, a 
camp for children with cancer that is open 
to all children in Wisconsin. I also work 
with Santas Without Chimneys, providing 
holiday cheer to area children experiencing 
homelessness, and Stone Soup Squad, de-
livering food and supplies to people who 
are homeless. 

2. In order to draw more businesses to the 
Northside, we need to make sure we have 
the infrastructure in place that businesses 
need. We need to work collaboratively with 
business owners, neighbors and other elect-
ed officials in the area to address the issue 
together. The Northside Planning Council 
is a vital partner in promoting economic 
growth in this area. The FEED (Food Enter-
prise and Economic Development) Kitch-
ens is an excellent example of innovation 

on the Northside. FEED provides space for 
individuals and food businesses to prepare 
their products, without the barrier of build-
ing and financing their own commercial 
kitchens. Space is also available for food 
service training, providing essential voca-
tional skills to neighbors seeking employ-
ment in the food industry. The Northside 
is also home to the Dane County Regional 
Airport, which is a major employer in the 
area. I look forward to continued work with 
the Public Works and Transportation Com-
mittee in discussions about a potential hotel 
and restaurant at the airport. These ameni-
ties would bring more jobs as well as visi-
tors to the lovely Northside.

3. Certainly the best asset of District 18 is 
the people who call it home. We are diverse 
and hard-working. We value our neighbors 
and community. We care about each other 
and our neighborhoods. Also, the North-
side is incredibly beautiful, rich with natu-
ral resources and green space. We enhance 
these resources by protecting them. One 
of the most important environmental chal-
lenges we face is water quality. Warmer 
lake temperatures, erratic weather, an influx 
of phosphorous, run-off and invasive spe-
cies all threaten the waters that define our 
area. Our quality of life is connected to our 
ability to enjoy the lakes and wetlands that 
shape our area. Green space is vital to our 
health and recreation. I am a strong propo-
nent of investing in the stewardship of Lake 
View Hill Park, Warner Park and Cherokee 
Marsh. I am a strong supporter of our neigh-
borhood parks and natural county lands.

Paul
Rusk
Candidate
District 12 
Supervisor
1. My effectiveness 
as a county board 

supervisor is greatly enhanced by being 
active in my diverse district, one that 
now stretches to the East Towne Mall. I 
regularly go to Sunday suppers, neigh-
borhood association meetings, farmer’s 
markets, Wild Warner programs, Maple 
Bluff’s caucus and bocce fundraiser, 
and NPC’s annual awards event. I’ve 
attended recent listening sessions in-
volving the future of the Oscar Mayer 
property and Warner Park lagoon. I’m 
always available to assist anyone with 
local government issues. I try to use my 
experience strategically, for example, in 
helping our neighborhood associations 
with their many challenges involving 
land use decisions.

2. One of the Northside’s biggest economic 
development challenges is the future of the 
massive Oscar Mayer property, and what 
can be done to further revitalize our two 
shopping centers. It’s my hope that we can 
maximize the creation of good jobs at the 
Mayer site by taking advantage of existing 
resources. I believe we can enhance some 
of the wetlands on the adjoining Hartmeyer 
site to help overall water quality and lessen 
possible flooding. Our business opportuni-
ties are numerous. A vibrant Dane County 
Airport that still has developable land, 
Madison College’s outstanding and ever-
growing educational opportunities for a 
highly trained workforce, Dane County’s 
Job Center for advising job seekers, and 
the upcoming Madison Public Market with 
possible linkages to the FEED Kitchens and 
other food and agricultural possibilities. The 
Madison Region Economic Partnership, 
Wisconsin Economic Development Cor-
poration, local government and the North-
side’s Economic Development Coalition all 
have roles to play. Utilizing infill sites for 
urban services is especially important for 
protecting our productive farmland from 
development. Dane County’s UW Exten-
sion and Better Urban Infill Development 
(BUILD) can enhance economic develop-
ment on the Northside. Creatively using Tax 
Incremental Financing districts broadly is 
an important component in building local 
economic development. 

3. The Northside has many important as-
sets. Greater promotion and usage of green 
space for recreational activities reduces 
stress and enhances quality of life. We are 
fortunate to have an abundance of beautiful 
parkland with close proximity to Lake Men-
dota, including Warner Park and Cherokee 
Marsh, and dozens of smaller parks. We 
have a variety of housing options available 
including choices for first time homeown-
ers. Midsized and larger homes are often 
more affordable on the Northside, requir-
ing less property tax. Some apartment rents 
can be more affordable than other parts 
of the city, benefiting seniors and others 
with modest incomes. Our neighborhood 
schools, with dedicated and caring teach-
ers, surround us. With four neighborhood 
centers and a stunning Warner Park Com-
munity Recreation Center, we are the envy 
of many neighborhoods. Being close to 
Madison’s downtown makes it possible for 
many to rely on public transportation. Our 
two shopping centers could use additional 
options, but they provide easy access to 
many of the products and services we need. 
I have enjoyed living in four different loca-
tions on Madison’s Northside since I was 
a UW-Madison student and would highly 
recommend it as an outstanding place to 
enjoy all that Madison has to offer.
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Available through the City of Madison Department of  
Planning and Community & Economic Development
www.cityofmadison.com/homeloans
266-6557 • 266-4223

City of Madison

HOME
Remodeling

DEFERRED PAYMENT LOANS
No Monthly Payment

City of Madison

HOME
Remodeling

DEFERRED PAYMENT LOANS
No Monthly Payment

Windows & Doors
Insulation
Roofing
Plumbing

Electrical
Furnace
Kitchen & Bath Upgrades
Siding

Bu
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ess • Nonprofits • Schools • Special Events • Weddings •
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s •

 

VIDEO
Tell 

Your Story 

preserve 
Your Event

Video and Memory 
Preservation

Convert film, tapes, 
photos and slides 
to digital

Restore antique 
photographs

Locally owned and operated

avmediageeks.com 608.221.2422      Mention Ad

By Rita Jones 
Northside Farmers Market

The Northside Farmers Market is looking 
forward to the start of our 12th season. The 
dates	are	Sundays,	8:30	am‒12:30	pm,	May	
8–Oct. 23, at the Northside TownCenter, 
2817 N. Sherman Ave., across from Warner 
Park. We are eager to reconnect with return-
ing vendors, volunteers and customers and 
to meet new ones. Buy locally grown and 
produced food in season, listen to music and 
participate in community. 

Here are some of the highlights planned 
for this season.

Opening Day, May 8: Tree House Jam 
provides music starting at 9 am; the tra-
ditional opening day piñata breaking for 
children at 10:30 am. We will again offer 
a small gift on Mother’s Day. Moms can 

come to the informa-
tion booth and request a 
flower	that	can	be	plant-
ed in your garden to en-
joy all summer.

Let’s Eat Out  
Madison: In addition to 
welcoming back Tamale-
ria el Poblano’s tacos and 
tamales and Fresh Cool 
Drinks spring rolls and 
smoothies, we will also 
be partnering with Let’s 
Eat Out Madison to have 
various food carts join us 
throughout the season.

Events/Music/Yoga: More events are in 
the planning stage. Dane County Timebank 
Plant Exchange is May 22. We are currently 

working	to	fill	our	calendar	with	musicians	
at the market. Blue Soul Yoga will return 
to offer early morning yoga classes; dates 

and times will be announced at a later date. 
Watch our Facebook, Instagram and web-
site pages listed at the end of this article.

Volunteers: We are always seeking vol-
unteers for setup and take down, and to 
staff the information booth. We also have 
opportunities to help with events, music 
programming, volunteer coordination, 
public relations/advertising, website and 
more. Contact Nahrissa Rush volunteers@
northsidefarmersmarket.org.

Find Us Online: For vendor listings, 
events,	news	and	our	new	vendor	profile	
series, go to our website (www.northside 
farmersmarket.org) and sign up for our 
newsletter; like our Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/MadisonNFM); or fol-
low us on Instagram for contests (www. 
Instagram.com/madnfm).

Northside Farmers Market outdoor season is coming soon

By Alyssa Kenney 
Margaret’s Fund

Margaret’s Fund: A Northside Schol-
arship is accepting applications for its 
2016-17 school year award. Any North-
side resident who is an adult returning to 
post-secondary school after an interrup-
tion in education is invited to apply.

Applicants must be a Northside resi-

dent and be accepted into a degree or cer-
tificate-seeking	program	for	the	2016-17	
academic year. Preference will be given 
to applicants who actively participate or 
volunteer in Northside organizations and 
have overcome substantial obstacles or 
challenges to success.

Obtain the application and full guide-
lines at http://northsidemadison.org/ 

margarets-fund-scholarship. The applica-
tion postmark deadline is Monday, June 6.

Margaret’s Fund was established in 
2007 to support residents of Northside 
Madison neighborhoods who are pursu-
ing higher education. The award goes to 
a graduating high school senior in odd-
numbered years and to a returning adult 
in even-numbered years. 

College is expensive in many ways 
beyond tuition and books, the two areas 
covered by most scholarships. Because 
Margaret’s Fund is unrestricted, the re-
cipient can use the award to pay for 
some of the often forgotten extra costs 
of college, such as child care, computers, 

transportation, supplies or special fees. 
The scholarship award is $500. 

Since 2009, Margaret’s Fund has award-
ed seven scholarships: 2009 Tara Hoffman, 
2010 Nicole Tackes, 2011 Stacey Yang, 
2012 Omobolanle Kikelomo Olumbi, 
2013 Chekwube Obieze, 2014 Melissa 
Marie Alexander, 2015 Aminata Bojang.

Margaret’s Fund is professionally man-
aged by the Madison Community Founda-
tion. Donations are tax deductible and very 
much appreciated.

Questions about Margaret’s Fund: A 
Northside Scholarship can be directed to 
Alyssa Kenney at 213-7917 and ackenney@
yahoo.com or Anne Pryor at 244-7099.

Margaret’s Fund seeks applicants for 2016 scholarship

Seedlings will appear at the first outdoor farmers market. 
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NORTHSIDE FARMERS MARKET 
Every Sunday 8:30 am–12:30 pm • May 8 until October 23

FIRST OUTDOOR MARKET IS MAY 8!
Music by Tree House Jam  •  Opening day piñata provided for children 

Moms visiting Info Booth receive a small Mother’s Day gift
Let’s Eat Out Madison guest food cart TBA 

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT VENDORS, MUSIC,
YOGA, EVENTS AND CONTESTS SEE: 

 www.facebook.com/MadisonNFM  www.instagram.com/madnfm
NorthsideFarmersMarket.org  

NORTHSIDE TOWNCENTER
On the corner of Northport Drive & North Sherman Avenue - Across from Warner Park  

EBT/Foodshare cards & WIC/Senior Vouchers Accepted. 
Northside Farmers’ Market gift certifi cates and fi llable gift boxes available.

NorthsideFarmersMarket.org    I    Visit us on Facebook

 www.facebook.com/MadisonNFM  www.instagram.com/madnfm www.facebook.com/MadisonNFM  www.instagram.com/madnfm
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Tamim Sifri, DDS

Take a smart step towards
a healthier smile!

www.smartdentalmadison.com 
2317 International Ln, Suite 101, Madison, WI 53704

Call Today!
608-241-8782

• Evening Appointments

• Most insurance accepted

• Children Welcome!

• General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

SUPREMELY QUALIFIED
n  Presiding Judge, Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals, District 4
n  Proven track record as fair, impartial 
judge; issued hundreds of decisions
 

TRUSTED AND RESPECTED
n  Publicly endorsed by thousands of 
attorneys, judges, law enforcement 
professionals and Wisconsin residents
n  Former assistant attorney general, 
handling cases protecting individual rights 
and our clean air and water
 

STANDING UP FOR ALL THE PEOPLE OF WISCONSIN
n  Earned 750,000 votes in 2011 in one of the highest turnout elections in 
Wisconsin Supreme Court history
n  Has stood up to partisan politics and special interests; will bring 
integrity and independence to the court

“I worked side-by-side with Judge Kloppenburg and saw firsthand her 
integrity, deep commitment to the law and unshakeable dedication to 
fairness. Judge Kloppenburg’s strong legal background, her intellect and 
her calm, respectful approach make her ideally suited for the Court. I 
look forward to doing all I can to help elect her.”

— Former Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk

kloppenburgforjustice.com
for Wisconsin Supreme Court

ELECTION DAY: TUESDAY, APRIL 5
Paid for by Kloppenburg for Justice, Jim Block Treasurer

By Diane Walder 
Northside News

What’s all that eerie clanging noise re-
verberating through Lake View Hill? Yes, 
it’s the construction of the new high capac-
ity water tower. While it’s been only two 
years since public meetings were held to 
discuss this $5.2 million project (it’s prob-
ably seemed like an eternity for residents 
within earshot of the hill being subjected to 
all that clanging), its construction has been 
free of delay and is right on schedule.

If you haven’t been paying attention, 
you’ve missed a wonderful display of the 
tower’s changing appearance which, at a dis-
tance, first looked like a nuclear reactor, then 
a medieval castle tower, and then a gigantic 
toilet paper tube. Close up, it’s just a very 
large cylindrical, albeit complex, cistern.

According to Madison Water Utility 
spokesperson Amy Barrilleaux, the tower 
houses two inside tanks — a 1 million gal-

lon lower tank and a 300,000 gallon up-
per tank, with 40 feet of air between the 
two. The separate tanks serve two zones 
— one immediately around the tower and 
one that serves much of the northeast side. 
Pressure zones are like miniature water 
systems within the city’s larger system. 
“Madison’s water system is divided into 
10 pressure zones based primarily on ele-
vation to maintain an even hydraulic pres-
sure. This tower is only one of a handful 
in the Midwest that serves more than one 
pressure zone,” explained Barrilleaux.

 “The lower tank is finished,” said Barril-
leaux. “All this work has been on-site and 
is likely the source of some of that clanging 
noise you’ve been hearing,” she said.

Construction of the 60-foot diameter 
bottom plate for the upper tank has begun. 
It, too, is built on the ground and then lift-
ed into place. The 10-foot side walls will 
then be installed, the roof constructed on 
the ground, and then the last — and most 

exciting — part will be the domed roof 
lifted by a crane and placed on the upper 
tank shell. And voila! It’s finished. The 
noise stops and the tower gets a paint job, 
beginning in May.

The paint is specifically made for steel 
water reservoirs and helps prevent corro-
sion. The color, chosen through the Citizen 
Advisory process, is named “Constellation 
Old Linen” and is an unobtrusive shade 
of tan that is expected to blend in with the 
natural surroundings.

Barrilleaux suggests that anyone interest-
ed in witnessing the spectacle of the gargan-
tuan cap lifted and placed by the crane on the 
top of the tower should subscribe to the proj-
ect email list at www.MadisonWater.org. An 
email will be posted as soon as a date is cho-
sen. “No one will be allowed into the con-
struction site itself to view, but you should 
be able to see it happening from just about 
anywhere in the area,” said Barrilleaux.

Check it out.

Lake View Hill water tower update

Photo entitled Water Tower: The Lake 
View water tower shell on Jan. 16, 2016
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Domestic continued from page 1
could make a difference in the future.

Domestic Abuse Intervention Services 
(DAIS), located on the Northside since 
2014, shared the following statement in the 
days following Hatcher’s death:

[This recent] homicide provides a dev-
astating picture of the magnitude of do-
mestic violence. In 2014, Wisconsin ex-
perienced 43 domestic violence related 
homicides. To mourn the death of this 
young woman, DAIS will illuminate a 
Remembrance Lantern in the front win-

dow of its Fordem Avenue facility.
Each year, a third of all referrals to the 

Dane County District Attorney’s office from 
law enforcement agencies are domestic vio-
lence related. DAIS estimates that there are 
12,000 incidents of domestic violence in 
Dane County annually, affecting at least 33 
Dane County residents every day.

Domestic violence is grossly preva-
lent in our society as one in four women 
and one in seven men will be a victim of 
domestic violence in her or his lifetime. 
Nationally, girls and women between the 

ages of 16 and 24 experience the highest 
rate of intimate partner violence, almost 
triple the national average.

“Abuse is often shrouded in secrecy, and 
victims of domestic violence overcome tre-
mendous fear, shame, and isolation to reach 
out for help,” said DAIS Executive Director 
Shannon Barry. “It is essential that we, as a 
society, continue to discuss the issue of do-
mestic violence so that victims know there 
is help and that they are not alone.”

Victims of abuse and their friends and 
families are encouraged to contact the DAIS 

24-hour help line at 251-4445 to learn more 
about the support and resources available. 
DAIS provides support for safety planning, 
information on restraining orders and emer-
gency shelter. Services are also available for 
non-English speakers.

To speak with a DAIS representative 
about the prevalence of domestic violence 
in communities across the country, around 
the state of Wisconsin and right here in Dane 
County, please contact DAIS Communica-
tions Manager Kaitlyn Gaynor at 338-1045 
or kaitlyng@abuseintervention.org.

WHAT’S UP WITH THAT?
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For more information, 
contact NESCO at: 

(608) 243-5252 
info@nescoinc.org 

Intérpretes serán 
disponible!  

11TH ANNUAL 
 MULTICULTURAL  

SENIOR HEALTH FAIR 
FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2016 
9:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

WARNER PARK COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTER 
1625 NORTHPORT DRIVE 

HEALTHY SNACKS |        DOOR PRIZES    | BINGO 

NORTH/EASTSIDE SENIOR COALITION PRESENTS 

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS  9-11:30AM 
INFORMATIONAL BOOTHS   9-11:30AM 

 

HEALTHY LUNCH   11:30AM-12:15PM 
Call 24 hours in advance to reserve your spot (243-5252) 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
Madison Gas and Electric Company 

Dean & St. Mary’s 
Agrace HospiceCare 

Catholic Charities Adult Day Center 
Independent Care Health Plan 

Supporting Active Independent Lives (SAIL) 
ZOUNDS Hearing of Madison 

By Rebecca Ressi 
Vera Court Neighborhood Center

Are you interested in gaining experience 
working with youth while giving back to the 
community? AmeriCorps might be the right 
fit	for	you.	Partners	 in	Afterschool	Success	
(PASS)	AmeriCorps	 members	 are	 respon-
sible	for	serving	youth	at	agencies	or	school	
sites throughout Dane County, including Vera 
Court	Neighborhood	Center	(Vera	Court).	
The	Vera	Court	PASS	AmeriCorps	mem-

bers will provide tutoring and academic 
support to select students at Blackhawk 

and	 Sherman	Middle	 Schools.	 During	 the	
afternoon	and	early	evening,	members	will	
engage	youth	in	a	variety	of	academic	and	
enrichment programs at Vera Court Neigh-
borhood Center. The center’s enrichment 
programs	 focus	 on	 youth	 empowerment,	
leadership,	healthy	lifestyles,	life	skills	and	
civic engagement.
David	 Presser,	 a	 2014-15	 AmeriCorps	

member and current youth leadership co-
ordinator, said his AmeriCorps experience 
was	beneficial.	“I	got	to	serve	the	commu-
nity	while	doing	something	fun	every	day.	

It	helped	me	make	connections	in	the	youth	
field	in	Madison	and	led	to	a	job.”	
In	 addition	 to	 agency	 responsibilities,	

PASS	AmeriCorps	members	will	engage	in	
their	own	professional	development	and	par-
ticipate	in	national	and/or	local	service	proj-
ects	 and	AmeriCorps	 events.	 PASS	mem-
bers	are	required	to	complete	1,700	hours	of	
service	from	Sept.	1,	2016‒Aug.	31,	2017.	
Applications will be accepted starting April 
1.	Apply	for	the	AmeriCorps	PASS	position	
online at https://danecountyhumanservices.
org/pass/default.aspx.

Seeking Americorps applicants for 2016-17 Help Vera Court 
raise funds for 
summer camp
By Rebecca Ressi 
Vera Court Neighborhood Center

Summer camp at Vera Court Neighbor-
hood Center provides nutritious meals and 
free programming for 150 of our commu-
nity’s children. For many of them, summer 
camp also provides opportunities they 
would not otherwise have, like learning to 
swim, doing science experiments with UW-
Madison college students, growing their own 
food, and eating s’mores around a campfire 
on their first camping trip. Most importantly, 
they continue learning all summer long with 
daily reading and math activities.

Join us Thursday, June 16, at 5:30 pm 
for our summer camp fundraiser, Baseball 
& BBQ. Your $15 donation gets you a great 
dinner, tickets to the Mallard’s game, and a 
fun gathering with friends and neighbors. All 
proceeds go toward our children and youth 
programming. Tickets go on sale April 15. Call 
246-8372, email general@veracourt.org, or 
stop by Vera Court Neighborhood Center, 614 
Vera Court, to buy tickets or find out more.

Are you ready to vote April 5? Voter ID is now required.
By League of Women Voters

of Dane County
If	 your	 address	 has	 changed	 since	 you	

last voted, you will need to register to vote 
at your new address. You can register at 
your	municipal	clerk’s	office,	with	a	Spe-
cial Registration Deputy, or at any Madi-
son	 Public	 Library.	 Beginning	 20	 days	
before	an	election,	you	can	only	register	at	
the	clerk’s	office	or	at	the	polls	on	Election	
Day. Registering early will save time on 
Election	Day.	You	will	need	to	show	proof	
of	residence	when	you	register.

Voters are now required to show a photo 
ID	when	voting.	You	can	use	a	U.S.	pass-
port, a Wisconsin driver’s license, or a 
Wisconsin	state	ID	card	with	an	expiration	
date	of	Nov.	4,	2014,	or	later.	The	Madison	
City Clerk recently determined that Veter-
ans	Affairs	unexpired	or	non-expiring	IDs	
will	also	be	accepted	as	a	photo	ID	begin-
ning with the April election.
The	address	on	your	photo	ID	does	not	

have	 to	be	current.	Out-of-state	 IDs	are	
not acceptable. 
If	you	don’t	have	a	Wisconsin	driver’s	

license	 or	 ID,	 you	 can	 get	 a	 free	 ID	 at	
the	Division	 of	Motor	Vehicles	 (DMV)	
offices	at	4802	Sheboygan	Ave.	or	2001	
Bartillon	 Drive	 in	Madison.	 If	 you	 are	
60	years	of	age	or	older	and	need	a	ride,	
contact	RSVP	at	441-7898.

You will need to bring:
•	Proof	of	citizenship,	name	and	date	of	
birth	(usually	a	certified	birth	certificate).	
If	your	name	does	not	match	your	birth	
certificate,	bring	proof	of	name	change	
(i.e.,	certified	marriage	certificate	or	cer-
tified	judgment	of	divorce).	If	you	don’t	
have	all	the	proof	you	need,	the	DMV	
will	help	verify	your	information.

•	Proof	 of	Wisconsin	 residency	 (usu-
ally	a	utility	bill,	lease	or	pay	stub)

•	Proof	of	identity	(usually	a	Social	Se-
curity	card)

•	Your	Social	Security	number

For	full	details	go	to	http://wisconsindot.
gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to- 
apply/id-card.aspx.
Note:	if	you	have	a	driver’s	license	or	

ID	from	another	state,	you	will	have	 to	
give	it	up	to	obtain	a	Wisconsin	ID.	UW-
Madison	students	can	get	a	special	 free	
ID	 for	 voting	 at	 the	WisCard	 office	 at	
Union	South.	UW-Madison	students	will	
also	need	to	show	proof	of	enrollment	at	
the polls.
Seniors	 and	 people	 with	 disabilities	

who vote by permanent absentee bal-
lot	are	exempt	 from	 the	voter	photo	 ID	
requirement.	 For	more	 information,	 see	
http://bringit.wisconsin.gov/are-there-
exceptions-new-law.

Nursing home residents can be visited 
by	 a	 representative	 of	 their	 local	 clerk’s	
office	 to	 cast	 their	 vote.	 Nursing	 home	
residents	do	not	need	a	voter	photo	ID,	as	
staff	will	vouch	for	their	identity.
At	the	April	5	spring	election,	we	will	

vote	for	Dane	County	Board,	Wisconsin	
Supreme	Court,	presidential	primary	and	
other	 local	offices.	Talk	 to	your	 family,	
friends	and	neighbors.	Make	sure	every	
eligible Wisconsin voter has the docu-
mentation needed to vote.
For	more	 information	 about	 voting	 in	

Madison,	go	to	the	clerk’s	office	website	
at	www.cityofmadison.com/election.	
The	 League	 of	Women	Voters	 of	 Dane	

County website is www.lwvdanecounty.org.

MAIL-IN REBATE MAIL-IN REBATE
FOR PURCHASE OF 
SET OF FOUR
GOODYEAR TIRES 

Goodyear® Visa® Prepaid Card by Mail-In 
Rebate with the purchase of a set of four 
select Goodyear tires between March 1 and 
May 31, 2016.*

UP TO

$70
MasterCard Reward Card after submission 
with purchase of 4 new MICHELIN passenger 
or light truck tires between March 16 and 
April 10, 2016.*

FOR PURCHASE 
OF SET OF FOUR 
MICHELIN TIRES

$70
*SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Chet & Eric Hermansen

249-9887
2020 Aberg Ave

chetscarcare.com
For nearly 50 years, Chet’s has been family owned and part of 
the community.  We understand that your car is important to you 
and we’re here to keep you safely on the road.  

Our ASE-certified mechanics are trained to accurately diagnose 
automotive issues the first time. We have 12 bays and offer our 
customers free tire air checks and free courtesy checks in our 
covered drive through.

Free Courtesy Shuttle
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