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By Laurel Sampson 
Northside News

“You don’t have to be the most tal-
ented. You don’t have to be able to do 
the splits. You don’t have to have big 
muscles. You don’t have to be able to 
kick through a brick,” explained Charles 
Dean, instructor and owner of Hwa Rang 
Do’s (HRD) newly opened Northside lo-
cation. “The benefits of studying martial 
arts reveal themselves through balanc-
ing the physicality of the sport with the 
meditative components.”

Dean understands that the idea of mar-
tial arts might be intimidating at first but 
believes in the universal benefits of HRD. 
“Once you start moving on the floor and 
you see that you can do everything that 
everyone else is doing, it changes ev-
erything. People have different reasons 
why they come here. The little kids can 
gain discipline and self-control. We start 
at 3 years old and tailor the classes ac-
cordingly to focus on listening, follow-
ing directions, coordination, agility and 
basic components of martial arts. Then, 
as they get older, it helps develop physi-
cal fitness and their ability to stand up for 
themselves. As an adult, sometimes you 
are looking for the comradery, the social 
connection to other people, or you are in-
terested in the competition component.”

Different life experiences also bring 
students to HRD. “Whether you are a 
youngster, someone who is experiencing 
one-side paralysis, someone who might 

In the know about 
traffic flow

By Anita Weier

The results are in for a study of the effects 
of the 2013 redesign of North Sherman Av-
enue from a four-lane configuration to two 
lanes with a center turn lane and bike lanes. 
The study by the City of Madison Traffic 
Engineering Department shows the street 
is safer, vehicle speed has slowed slightly 
and traffic is somewhat reduced, although 
critics note that the study does not include 
the effects on business volume or diverted 
traffic to Packers Avenue.

The results indicate that traffic volume 
declined 13 percent at 2200 Fordem Ave., 
14 percent at 500 N. Sherman Ave. and 
six percent at 2400 N. Sherman Ave. Traf-
fic increased 14 percent at 1800 Commer-
cial Ave. but dropped 21 percent at 1700 
Aberg Ave. Speed decreased from 38.2 
miles per hour (mph) on the 2400 block of 
North Sherman Avenue to 37.5 mph. On 
the 400 block, speed decreased from 39.5 
mph to 35.6 mph. Vehicle crashes were 
reduced from 22 in 2012 to 10 in 2014. 

Traffic Engineering also studied 
whether traffic queues would develop on 
Sherman Avenue at Aberg Avenue, the 
signalized intersection with the most traf-
fic. It found that traffic queues currently 
clear the intersection during each green 
phase during peak traffic volume times. 
City staff said they could not make valid 
comparisons of traffic queuing at the 

By Jim Carrier

Enter the lobby of Warner Park Com-
munity Recreational Center (WPCRC) and 
look left. On the wall is a large framed sepia 
sketch labeled, “Warner Park Master Plan.” 
Drawn around 1990, the map inscribes a 
cautionary tale — a plan is subject to change.

The building it hangs in, for example, is 
not on the map. Nor is the dog park or the 
current Mallards baseball complex. In fact, 
the six-decade history of Warner Park — 
from farmland to flooded marsh to its current 
213 acres — is a story of regular redesign. 
Now, more revisions could be in the wind.

On April 29, from 6‒8 pm at WPCRC, 
the Madison Parks Department will hold a 
“visioning” session to gather opinions on 
Warner Park’s future. According to Alder 
Larry Palm, the event was prompted by a 
“fairly broad community discussion about 
things the park should be doing or not do-
ing.” Among the proposals, he said, are a 
swimming pool, a splash pad, a library, a 

Brentwood neighborhood center, expan-
sion of the existing recreation center, and a 
remodel of the Mallards’ Duck Pond. 

There is also resistance to change. “The 
park can’t accommodate everything,” 

Is open space empty space?
The many lives of Warner Park

Martial arts for all

be a little overweight, or a man or wom-
an who was in an abusive relationship, 
it’s the perfect outlet,” Dean said. “Be-
ing able to handle yourself assertively 
and feel in control can be empowering.” 
HRD teaches the building blocks of self-
defense — how to be vocally assertive, 
speak directly and use good eye contact. 
After learning the stages of self-defense, 
the curriculum moves to Tae Soo Do and 
graduate level Hwa Rang Do. 

HRD is unique in its humanitarian fo-
cus. It was instilled in Dean to be an ac-
tive part of the community. “Our founder 
says you can teach anyone how to punch 
or kick, but it’s harder to help, heal and 
nurture.” HRD provides free self-defense 
seminars to the Girl Scouts and Lunch ‘N 
Learns for area organizations. 

After briefly detailing some of his 
competitions around the world and other 
achievements, Dean is quick to point out 
that “everything in the universe possesses 
an equal opposite. There has to be balance 

Above: Brentwood Neighborhood children look for bass in Warner’s lagoon. 
(Trish O’Kane). Top right: Boys play basketball at Warner’s court near Culver’s 
(Jim Carrier); Middle right: Mallards Baseball attracts more than 250,000 people 
to Warner Park each summer (Mallards Baseball); Bottom right: A great blue 
heron is one of 136 species of birds found in Warner Park (Jim Carrier).
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Hwa Rang Do owner Charles Dean

Hwa Rang Do continued on Page 9

Sherman Traffic continued on Page 11

Warner Park continued on Page 26

FEED Spring Bazaar
Saturday, April 11
4:00 to 7:30 pm

1219 N. Sherman Ave

Northside Sunday Supper
Come share a free meal and build 
community as part of the Northside 

Year of Equity. Everyone is welcome!

Sunday, March 29
4-6 pm

Warner Park Community 
Recreation Center
Menu: Irish stew &  

Community GroundWorks’ pies

Order a paid subscription and Get a FREE TEE!
It’s true — the Northside News will arrive in 
the mail whether you pay for a subscription 
or not. But with your voluntary subscription, 

you can help ensure that it remains a high quality
publication accessible to all.

Please sign me up for a voluntary subscription.
Enclosed find $24 for six issues:

Name __________________________________
Street Address ____________________________
City ___________ State _____Zip ____________
Phone _________________________________
Email __________________________________

Please make checks payable to the Northside Planning 
Council and send to:

Northside Planning Council
2702 International Ln., Ste. 203
Madison, WI 53704



NORTHSIDE NEWS
Page 2 • Northside News • April/May 2015 www.NorthsideMadison.org

ADVERTISING RATES
June / July 2015 Deadline: May 4, 2015
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Reach 13,000 households with every issue! Special rates for nonprofi ts.

AD SIZES 
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$960 & Up
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Call for details

DIMENSIONS
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2.375" W x 4" H
2.375" W x 8" H
4.917" W x 4" H
4.917" W x 8" H
10" W x 8" H
10" W x 16" H
Call for details
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your name will be added to a raffl  e for prizes donated by Northside businesses!
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And the February / March 2015 winners are...

We’ll be in touch with your prizes!  Thanks to everyone for parti cipati ng!

Where’s Nort of the Northside?

Antonio Colas
Jim Quinlan

Rachel Kerry Daley
Charles Sabean

William Beese

Happy 20 Years to the 
Northside News!

By Abha Thakkar
Northside News

Welcome to our commemorative issue 
celebrating 20 years of the Northside News. 
Just how important has this newspaper been 
to our community? We thought we’d let the 
words of Northsiders speak for themselves. 
You’ll fi nd their refl ections and well wishes 
scattered throughout this issue. Enjoy!

Thanks to our Northside businesss 
supporters

You’ll also fi nd our celebratory badge 
(see above) on ads throughout this edi-
tion. These advertisers donated $25 in 
support of Northside News technology 
and infrastructure upgrades. Thanks to the 
following businesses for their support:

• AnchorBank
• Arcus Design
• Boomerangs
• Communication Concepts
• Community GroundWorks
• DuWayne’s Salon
• Help in the Garden
• Independent Living, Inc.
• Madison Chiropractic
• Manna Cafe
• Northside Animal Hospital
• Northside Farmers Market
• Safe Communities
• St. Mary’s Adult Day Services
• Stark Company - Roger/Marilyn 

Stauter
• Willy Street Co-op

How can you help?
Please consider taking out a $24 vol-

untary subscription to the Northside 
News. Our advertising revenue covers 
most of our basic expenses, but because 
we believe in maintaining affordable ad-
vertising rates which make us an acces-
sible option for small businesses, we’re 
always grateful for additional support to 
keep up with our changing needs. Fill out 
the form on this page and send it in along 

with $24 to receive your free Northside 
t-shirt. Thank you!

Refl ections from two former editors
Jim Powell, NPC executive director and 
Northside News editor, 2001–2008

The Northside News really forged the 
community's identity as “the Northside” 
(and it’s one word, not two). The projects 
NPC took on during my tenure — library 
expansion, new grocery store, keeping 
elementary schools open, school equity, 
guiding Troy Gardens’ evolution into an 
independent organization, the North Star 
Awards, the TimeBank, Dane County Unit-
ed, Grassroots Leadership College, protect-
ing Cherokee Marsh from development, 
aiding residents in troubled apartment com-
plexes — became the Northside’s priorities 
because of the newspaper’s seminal role in 
educating and motivating a community that 
wanted to work toward the common good. 
With my old colleague back on board as ed-
itor in its 20th year, I am confi dent the paper 
will continue and expand on that tradition. 

Lauri Lee, Northside News editor,
2009-2013

The Northside News has been valuable 
over the past 20 years to help connect the 
people living and working in our diverse 
Northside community with those around 
them. Like a cheerleader, it champions the 
community to boost local business, sup-
port local nonprofi t organizations and help 
us get to know our neighbors a little bet-
ter. I served as the editor and advertising 
manager from 2009–2013, but because I 
am so passionate about the publication’s 
signifi cance to the community, I’ve con-
tinued as a business writer and proofread-
er. The newspapers strength lies in the 
volunteer writers and contributors, as well 
as loyal advertising support that keeps it 
responsive to our local community.

Happy Anniversary to the Northside 
Planning Council and Northside News.

If you answered YES to any of these questions, then 
consider paying for a voluntary subscription.

4 Do you love your Northside community newspaper?
4 Do you read it cover to cover when it arrives in the mail?

4 Does it feature articles about neighbors and issues you care about?

Please sign me up for a voluntary subscription. Enclosed find $24 for six issues:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Street Address ______________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _________ Zip ________________
Phone ____________________Email ___________________________________

Please make checks payable to the Northside Planning Council and send to:
Northside Planning Council
2702 International Ln., Ste. 203
Madison, WI 53704

WHY TAKE OUT A VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTION FOR A FREE PUBLICATION?
It’s true — the Northside News will arrive in the mail whether you pay for a subscription or 
not. But with your voluntary subscription, you can help ensure that it remains a high quality 
publication accessible to all. While our advertising revenues make us mostly self-sufficient, 
we are subject to the fluctuations of the economy, especially as print media suffers all over 
the country. If you would like to help protect the Northside News for future years and help 
us explore new innovations in our community journalism strategies, then consider paying 
for a voluntary subscription.

If you answered YES to any of these questions, then
consider paying for a voluntary subscription.

4 Do you love your Northside community newspaper?
4 Do you read it cover to cover when it arrives in the mail?

4 Does it feature articles about neighbors and issues you care about?
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Phone
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By megan pitts, Jerrod Buckner 
and patrick Schrank 

Vera Court Neighborhood Center Staff

Vera Court Neighborhood Center 
hosted its annual Black History Cel-
ebration at the end of February with 
special guests UW-Madison Profes-
sor sandra Adell, renowned poet 
Fabu and members of the Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity. It was a great eve-
ning with lively performances, deli-
cious food prepared by Vera Court’s 
Kids Café Chef Grace Moran, and 
neighbors connecting with each oth-
er in the middle of our long winter. 

Black History 
Month celebrated

Spring, at last! come out and play
“Along the river, over the hills, in the ground, in the sky, spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm, new life, new beauty, 
unfolding, unrolling in glorious exuberant extravagance,  — new birds in their nests, new winged creatures in the air, and new 
leaves, new flowers, spreading, shining, rejoicing everywhere.” ~ John Muir

Welcome to spring and welcome to our 
outdoor edition of the Northside News. 
It’s time to awake from our long hiberna-
tion and venture outside again, and the 
Northside offers the perfect opportunities, 
no matter what your interests. Enjoy!

Join us for the next Sunday Supper
March 30 • 5-7 pm

Warner park Community recreation Center

Left: “Cattail” by elizabeth Solomon, an origi-
nal work on display during the art showcase 
“raising Crane: Impressions of Cherokee 
Marsh” from april 1 to May 31 at Lakeview 
Branch Library. 

Center: Who wants a bug? tree swallows 
raise babies every year in birdhouses found in 
the gardens, prairie and farm at troy Gardens. 
Right: Come to Cherokee Marsh in spring to 
see carpets of wildflowers.
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By Sheri gasser 
Northside News

stand up paddleboarding (sUP) is a 
sport gaining in popularity. It’s a way to 
be out on the water, take in the scenery 
and get some exercise in the process. The 
Northside of Madison is a perfect location 
for the sport, not only because of the prox-
imity to Cherokee Marsh but also because 
it is home to the largest retail stores and 
distributors of paddleboards in the United 
states — Paddleboard specialists is locat-
ed just down the road in Westport.

The seven employees at Paddleboard spe-
cialists are experts in the sport. They teach 
lessons and offer clinics for those interested 
in learning sUP. The staff is committed to 

helping customers find the appropriate gear 
to enjoy the peaceful nature of the sport. This 
is their 30th year in the watersports business. 

Owner Gary stone explained, “Paddle-
boarding in its simplest form is using an 
oversize surf-type board and a long pad-
dle. Users stand on the board and propel 
themselves forward with a paddle. People 
are often concerned they won’t have the 
balance to do the sport, but standing on 
the board is really easy. sUP has become 
incredibly popular because it is a great 
family activity, being on the water is very 
peaceful, and it can also be an amazing 
core workout if you paddle hard.”

what’s Sup at paddleboard  
Specialists this spring?

Stand up paddle boarding is gaining popularity in Madison. It is a peaceful and wonderful 
way to spend time on the water....and get a great workout too.
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Black History contInued on page 25
Paddleboard continued on page 8

Northside News 
Volunteer Meeting
Wednesday, April 9 • 6 pm
Lakeview Branch Library

NORTHSIDE NEWS

Find Nort 
in the Northside News 
and win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

FEED Kitchens Bazaar
1219 N. Sherman Ave.

Sat., April 5 • 4-7 pm
an open house for current 
users to showcase and sell 
their products. everyone 
welcome to tour the facility. 

Summer youth activities listed online
Starting in april, check out great  

opportunities for Northside students  
to enjoy summer.

northsidemadison.org
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connecting 
community and 
schools for health 
and play

By dawn henkel 
Growing Together Initiative

The Growing Together Initiative be-
gan in 2010 when a group of parents at 
Gompers elementary and Black Hawk 
Middle schools became concerned 
about the state of disrepair of playground 
equipment, the lack of accessible play 
space, the increase in childhood obesity 
and the underappreciation of our envi-
ronment. The two Northside schools 
share one structure within the Madison 
Metropolitan school district (MMsd).

The purpose of Growing Together 
is to connect the community to the 
schools and create a culture of involve-
ment and appreciation for one another.

“the green menace” descends upon northside
Emerald ash borer 
confirmed in Madison

city of madison parks

The much dreaded emerald ash borer 
(eAB), an insect that has been dubbed 
by the U.s. department of Agriculture as 
“The Green Menace” for decimating pop-
ulations of ash trees everywhere it strikes, 
has made its first confirmed appearance in 
Madison in the Warner Park area.

As a result, dane County will be quar-
antined. The quarantine prohibits some 
wood products from being moved out of 
the county to areas that are not infested. 

Madison Parks forestry officials received 
a call from a private tree company report-
ing suspected eAB infestation in a tree 
they were removing on private property 
near Warner Park. Forestry staff investigat-
ed the site and surrounding areas, and sent 
the evidence collected to the state of Wis-
consin department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection. Confirmation of 
eAB was received Nov. 22, 2013. 

Be an Ash Ambassador 
and help save trees

By adityarup chakravorty 
Community GroundWorks

It’s smaller than a penny, yet it can kill 
a living thing thousands of times its own 
size. And it’s here, threatening a huge 
number of trees on the Northside.

This past November, City of Madi-
son officials confirmed that the emerald 
ash borer (eAB) had been detected near 
Warner Park. The eAB is a tiny, shiny 
green insect that came over from east-
ern Asia, probably within wooden ship-
ping pallets. since its detection here in 
the United states in 2002, the eAB has 
spread to more than 20 states and killed 
close to 200 million ash trees. 

eAB lays its eggs on the bark of the 
ash tree. When the eggs hatch, the larvae 
bore a hole into the tree and start eating, 
chewing s-shaped tunnels into the tree. 
These tunnels break the water and food 
distribution network of the trees, killing 
them from the inside. eAB larvae feed 

river food pantry
On Sunday, Feb. 9, from 9 am‒12 pm, 

the Northside Winter Market will host both 
a food drive for The River Food Pantry and 
a market stand featuring items produced by 
the River Bakery, a new job-training arm 
of The River’s services. 

The food drive at the Winter Market is 
unique because it will accept both non-
perishable items and perishable food 
items purchased at the Winter Market. 
The River Food Pantry distributes fresh 
foods, in addition to non-perishables, 
which is a huge draw for River clients. 

The Northside Farmers Market (which 
will celebrate its 10-year anniversary in 
May), the Northside News and the Feed 
Kitchens were all developed through the 
Northside Planning Council. The support 
The River will receive at the Winter Mar-
ket on Feb. 9 is a wonderful example of 
Northside organizations coming togeth-
er. The River Food Pantry was able to 
start the bakery and job training program 
only when commercial kitchen space be-
came available at Feed Kitchens, which 
opened in the fall of 2013. 

the river Bakery and job training
The River Bakery and job training 

program was started in October to em-

power River clients to escape poverty 
and achieve self-sufficiency by receiving 
job training in an industry where jobs are 
available and pay a living wage.

successful graduates will secure a paid 
internship at The River Bakery or local 
partner restaurants and bakeries. They 
will graduate from the training program 
with a certificate from the Wisconsin 
Bakers Association and ServSafe Certifi-
cation, both crucial resume builders. An-
other training session for new students 
will begin in February; four such training 
sessions are planned in 2014.

The River Bakery and its job training 
program relies on its partnership with 
the Feed Kitchens, where training and 
bakery production take place. Proceeds 

northside groups collaborate to 
provide fresh foods, job training

River trainees in the FEED Kitchens. 

Above: An emerald ash borer (EAB) adult 
is about half an inch long.
Below: A creamy white, legless, full-grown 
EAB larvae. 
Right: These larval feeding galleries under 
the bark of the tree are a telltale sign of the 
borer’s presence.

Eat at any of the following 
Food Fight restaurants from 

Feb 2 – 8 and make a donation 
to support the FEED Kitchens:

4 Monty’s Blue Plate Diner
4 Texas Tubbs Taco Palace
4 El Dorado Grill
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Ash borer confirmed cont. on page 14

Growing Together cont. on page 21
Collaboration cont. on page 5

Ash Ambassador cont. on page 22
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Northside Action Coalition
Inaugural Meeting
February 19 • 5pm

WPCRC*
Take an active role in your community. 

Come to the first meeting of the 
Northside Action Coalition to join this 

group in specific improvement actions.
* Warner park Community recreation Center

NorThSide NeWS  •  voluNTeer MeeTiNg  •  6pM  •  FebruAry 12  •  lAkevieW librAry
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WELCOME HOME, DAIS!

The Northside News is 
proud to help welcome 
domestic Abuse Inter-
vention services to the 
neighborhood.

Check out our cen-
ter spread for complete 

coverage of this July’s Welcome 
Home, dAIs! initiatives, culminat-
ing in their July 31 ribbon cutting 
ceremony. 

On most pages of this edition, you’ll 
see the dAIs ribbon (see above) next 
to articles and columns and on various 
ads. All of these businesses, organiza-
tions and writers have made a donation 
to dAIs by purchasing this graphic 
to go alongside their submission. 
They are not the only ones involved 
in supporting dAIs this summer, but 
we’re grateful for their  participation 
in giving dAIs a big, Northside-style  
welcome in this edition.

Just a few of the members of the Welcome Home, DAIS! Committee. From left: Lauri 
Lee, Geri Diemer, Steve Nelson, Lois Fritz and Melinda Ferraro.
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Find Nort
in the Northside News and 
win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

NORTHSIDE NEWS

FEED Kitchens Bazaar
SATurdAy, July 12 • 4-7 pM

FEED Kitchens
1219 N. Sherman Ave.

an open house for current 
users to showcase and sell their 
products. everyone welcome to 
tour the facility. 

Join us for the next Sunday Supper
June 29 • 5-7 pm • Free
Warner park Community recreation Center

Saturday, June 21
Make Music Madison

free public performances by local musicians will 
take place at venues on the Northside and around 
the city throughout the day. See page 9 and 
makemusicmadison.org for more information.  

By lauri lee 
Northside News

The Northside business 
community has gone all-out 
to welcome domestic Abuse 
Intervention services (dAIs) 
to the neighborhood and to 
rally Northside support. Trav-
elers from downtown Madi-

son will now see a new and beautiful build-

ing at the gateway of the Northside at 2102 
Fordem Ave. that has replaced the vacant 
sears building. 

The move away from confidential facili-
ties by more and more domestic violence 
shelters across the country to centrally lo-
cated public buildings makes it easier for 
the shelter staff and employees to enjoy be-
ing part of the community where they are 
located. “It makes a very strong statement 

New DAIS shelter is a community resource and 
an asset for the Northside economy

Ritt continued on page 20

By laurel Sampson 
Northside News

When it was minus 11 
degrees this winter Mi-
chele Ritt could be found 
going door-to-door until 
she had walked every 
street in the district. After 
more than 1,500 doors, 
and a successful elec-
tion to the dane County 
Board as supervisor for 
district 18, her enthusi-
asm for the people and 
experiences of the North-
side has not waned.

Originally from Iowa, Ritt lived in 
apartments on the Northside while she 
attended edgewood College. After start-
ing her own family, they moved back to 
the Northside when they outgrew their 
previous home on the near eastside. 
While considering a move to a home 
outside of Madison she remembers tell-
ing her husband, “We could move into 
this house, and I’d be excited about it for 
about three to four weeks and then I’d 
cry every single day and say, ‘Take me 

get to know michele ritt, 
your new county Supervisor

back to the Northside.’” That was 2002; 
they have been rooted to the Northside 
ever since.

she has a hard time choosing just one 
favorite thing about this part of the city. 
Ritt loves to geocache in the parks with 
her family, and said, “The parks are out-
standing. It’s absolutely the most beauti-
ful part of the entire county.” The sun-
day morning Northside Farmers Market 
is a favorite stop of hers for sweet corn, 
and you can often find her in the stands 
watching the Mallards. 

Over the years, the thought of running 
for office was always in the back of her 
mind. In high school she fell in love with 
politics hook, line and sinker in her gov-
ernment class. she sought out the oppor-
tunity to participate in the election year 
by attending her first Iowa caucus. Since 
that initial spark of interest years ago, she 
graduated college, worked in Paraguay 

Supervisor Ritt with her family.

By mary ambrosavage and  
alexis london

The Northside Art and design Plan-
ning Group continues its mission to 
beautify the Northside through engag-
ing and unique public art. The Warner 
Park Beach House mural is the group’s 
next project.

The kernel idea for the Warner 
Beach House mural project started in 
2009 when the Northside Planning 
Council brought together a group of 
Northside residents to identify projects 
to enhance Northside public spaces 
though public art and landscaping. In 
2012, an official city committee was 
formed and graphic artist daniella 
echeverria was hired to design a series 
of images to brand the Northside. The 
newly installed bus shelters are the first 
project to feature these images.

This summer, the Northside Plan-
ning Council will partner with middle 
and high school age youth from Ken-
nedy Heights Community Center to 
design and create a painted mural to 
be installed on the exterior walls of the 

warner beach 
house mural  
underway

Mural continued on page 16

DAIS Impact continued on page 6

Northside News 
Volunteer Meeting

Wednesday, June 11 • 6 pm
Lakeview Branch Library

NORTHSIDE JULY 5
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CELEBRATION
SEE PAGE 2 FOR DETAILS!
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By Bailey Sargent, 
age 14

Recently, on a 
spring day in Madi-
son, Lieutenant Jamie 
steiter and his Ladder 
8 crew took time to 
visit a fellow Madison 

firefighter and his family at Oakwood 
Village-Prairie Ridge. What makes 
this visit extraordinary is that these 
dedicated public servants had never 

honoring an everyday hero

By Kendall Tribus, 
age 16

Kendall and Clayton 
Tribus, two Northside 
youths, collected shoes 
for an organization called 
soles 4 souls (s4s) while 

attending Our Lady Queen of Peace grade 
school. s4s distributes shoes to victims of 
poverty and natural disasters throughout 
the United states and internationally. They 
began collecting shoes in 2008 in order to 
understand how lucky they are and to learn 
the value of giving to those in need.

By Daishon Boyd, 
age 14

The Northside Youth 
Council (NYC) is paint-
ing a street mural on 
Knutson drive. We are 
doing this mural be-

cause we want to change our look in the 
community and not have it be dull. We 
are showing our creativity to the people 
of Madison, so everyone can see. The 
mural street painting shows color, cre-
ativity and caring of not only the NYC 
but the people of Madison all around. 

The NYC not only has plans to cre-
ate drawings in streets, but to do other 
things for the community. We had an 
open mic night at Warner Park and sold 
our own cookies we made at the Feed 
Kitchens. We also have a lot of meet-
ings to plan what we should do next, 
how to do it, when to do it, and how 
we are going to make it happen. We try 

Northside youth 
spearhead street 
mural

touching soles expands horizons

The late Firefighter Frank Leverentz pictured with Madison Fire Chief Steve Davis.

Kendall and Clayton Tribus traveled to Guatemala to deliver shoes they helped collect 
for children living in poverty.

Northside News Second Annual Youth Edition

met before. In fact, the man they were 
going to visit retired from the Madi-
son Fire department before most of 
this crew was even born. 

Frank Leverentz was born in Madison 
in 1922, the oldest of three boys. His 
father was a proud Madison police of-
ficer; his mother was a homemaker. As 
a young man, Frank walked his dogs in 
the woods and fields that are now our 
Northside neighborhoods, resting on the 
grounds of the sanatorium, looking out 
over the city, dreaming of building a life 
in this special area.

Frank graduated from Madison east 
High school in the class of 1940. Just a 
few years later, in 1943, he was drafted 
into the Army. For nearly three years, 
he bravely served our nation in the 37th 
Infantry Division of the U.S. Army sta-
tioned in the South Pacific. Upon his 

Hero continued on page 22 

In 2008, the students and families of Our 
Lady Queen of Peace collected 273 pairs 
of shoes. The shoe collections continued; 
the numbers always growing  — 412 pairs 
in 2009, 519 pairs in 2010, 627 pairs in 
2011, 729 pairs in 2012, 753 pairs in 2013. 
In 2014, 1,194 pairs of shoes were collect-
ed and shipped to s4s for distribution.

This year, Kendall and Clayton, ac-
companied by their mother and six other 
people, went to Guatemala with s4s to dis-
tribute the shoes on a more personal level. 
The group landed in Guatemala City June 
17 and drove to Chiquimula, where they 
stayed with Josh and Jessica Byrd, mission-
aries for Building Believers in Christ. 

The first shoe distribution took place 
the next day at an orphanage in esquip-
ulas. The children formed a line, excit-
edly waiting for their new shoes. There 
were three parts of the distribution: a 
sizing station, a foot washing station,  
and finally getting their shoes. Children
who were unable to find shoes that fit 
received toys.

Guatemala continued on page 14  

NORT’S LOOSE 
ON THE  

NORTHSIDE!

See paGe 2 to LearN hoW yoU CaN heLp

Editor’s Note: Luis Carlos moved to the 
Northside of Madison from Venezuela in 
2013. He attends Sherman Middle School, 
where he participated in the Sherman 
Nature Explorers Club. Here he shares 
how his experiences at Warner Park have 
helped him in his transition to a new com-
munity and a new culture. His article is 
printed in Spanish and in English.

By Luis Carlos Piñero, 
age 14

Me llamo Luis Carlos 
Piñero, tengo 14 años, 
vine de Venezuela en 
Julio del año pasado, 
en estos momentos es-
toy estudiando en sher-

man Middle School (8th grade); desde 
mi país he tenido la inclinación y apre-
ciación sobre los espacios naturales. A 
partir de muy joven he sido fanático 
del soccer y me gusta mucho Madison, 
porque tiene canchas por todas partes 
para así seguir practicándolo.

Me inscribí en el Club de explora-
dores de la Naturaleza, porque dis-
fruto de este tipo de actividades al 

Nature bridges 
cultures

Street Mural continued on page 5

Nature continued on page 10
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Join us for the next Sunday Supper
Aug. 17 • 5-7 pm • Free
Warner park Community recreation Center

Help us find 
our fugitive

mascot

la naturaleza como un puente  
a la cultura

A Free CommuNity NewspAper published bimoNthly by the Northside plANNiNg CouNCil

Vol. 20, No. 2, Issue 116 www.NorthsideMadison.org October / November 2014

NoN-profIt orG.
U.S. poStaGe paId

MadISoN, WI
perMIt No. 667

INsIde
BoB Suter, 1957–2014
Ice hockey star will be missed ..........7

championShip Swimmer
Northsider makes national team ....10

community art
Northside art projects abound ........14

gomperS excelS
Achievement scores improve ..........26

other newS
North Star Awards ............................2
Northside News ................................3
Northside Planning Council .............4
Business ............................................7
Community........................................8
Community GroundWorks ..............11
Environment ...................................12
Arts .................................................14
Schools & Youth .............................17
Police..............................................20
Health .............................................21
Elected Officials .............................22
Library............................................24
Senior .............................................25
WPCRC ..........................................27

A Northsider’s  
Medley of hope

By laurel Sampson 
Northside News

Annette Medley grew up in Milwaukee 
with her family and moved out on her own 
when she was 18 years old. By the time she 
was 19, her mother was in a wheelchair 
due to rheumatoid arthritis. When she was 
20, her brother was diagnosed with HIV 
from a blood transfusion. Her nephew suf-
fered grand mal seizures. Annette said that 
helping people “just became a part of me.” 

Annette had her own struggles, too, 
and became addicted to crack cocaine 
and alcohol. In 2000 her sister took care 
of her six children while she was in treat-
ment. When she completed treatment, 
she recognized she was not yet ready 
and moved to a sober living house for 
a year. she ultimately left her husband 
because he could not stay drug-free, but 
she relapsed after the death of her father. 
Annette is open with her children about 
her past. “I don’t want them to make the 
same mistakes I did,” she said. 

despite a CNA license and years of ex-
perience as a caregiver, Annette often felt 
judged by her employers. This changed 
when she began working at American 
Way senior Living and met Janis Nowak, 
the company’s owner. Annette was candid 
about her past. “I was hanging with the 
wrong crowd and I told her the truth.” Ja-
nis offered her a second chance. 

Annette began working the third shift, 
became third-shift lead, and was then pro-
moted to the first shift. Her supervisor rec-
ognized that she had leadership qualities 
and recommended Annette become a cer-
tified trainer. She worked her way up to 
medication manager at the assisted living 
facility. As she did so, she caught the at-
tention of several people in the company. 
Annette recalled feeling valued as an em-
ployee when she was to present a training 
session in Portage and Janis paid her cab 
fare to get there and back.

Next was a promotion to house man-
ager, and just three months later, a pro-
motion to assistant administrator. Today 
Annette is the administrator at a 17- 
person facility and loves her job. In just 

northside news
The past several months have seen a lot 

of discussion on the proposed public mar-
ket for our city — where to locate the mar-
ket, what the goals are for a market, what 
the market might look like. The Northside 
got excited when the empty space at the 
Northside TownCenter was included as 
one of the three site finalists, and also saw 
the potential for benefits to our neck of the 
woods in the top contender, east Washing-
ton at First street. But where are we in the 
decision-making process?

The Madison Common Council heard 
the Local Food Committee’s recom-
mendation to locate the public market at 
east Washington Avenue and First street, 
but instead of taking a vote on that rec-
ommendation, referred the issue to the 
city’s economic development Commit-
tee for more details about the economic 
revitalization implications of the various 
options. It is expected that the common 
council will revisit the market location 
decision, including the latest information 

madison’s public market district: 
location may still boost northside

from the economic development Com-
mittee, at their Oct. 7 meeting.

As the public market planning pro-
cess has moved forward, the vision for 
the market has been developing. Rather 
than a single “market,” like the Milwau-
kee Public Market, the planning group 
is considering multiple functions for the 
project – retail to consumers; wholesale 
to restaurants, grocers and public enti-
ties; storage and aggregation of produce 
for distribution to larger markets in Chi-
cago or further afield; and processing 
services to transform raw goods into 
value added products. 

Further, the idea for this project is to 
foster a “public market district” – an area 
where publicly-sponsored warehouses and 
markets coexist with private development 
of complementary businesses, like art gal-
leries, coffee shops, local food enterprises 
and entertainment venues. The city invest-
ment in the market building and elements 
would be matched by private investments 
taking advantage of the traffic and vitality 
generated by the market.

What does this mean for the Northside? 
As Alder Anita Weier describes in her col-
umn in this edition of the Northside News, 
there are many potential benefits and col-
laborations for the Northside from the east 
Washington site. small businesses getting 
started at the FEED Kitchens would find a 
close-by market for their products. Urban

Public Market continued on page 26

For more information on TIF districts 
and how they work, see Page 4, “TIF 
from the top down.”

By marcus watson 
Northside News

In July 2006, at the request of property 
owners, the Village of Maple Bluff an-
nexed 22 parcels encompassing 4.86 acres 

bordering the east side of North sherman 
Avenue from Commercial Avenue to the 
railroad tracks. The Village’s intent was to 
redevelop the area, creating Maple Bluff’s 
first business district. Over a year was 
spent putting together the Village Gateway 
Redevelopment Project. eight years later 
that plan may bear fruit.

On Aug. 12, Maple Bluff’s Village 

village Board to hear development proposals
Maple Bluff’s approval of TIF plan may revitalize past project

Find Nort
in the Northside News 
and win great prizes! 
See page 3 for details.

Youth 
Empowerment
Summit 2014

Friday, Nov. 14
11:30 am-6:30 pm

North Star 
Awards

Thursday, Dec. 4
5:30 pm

Board voted to create its first TIF (tax 
increment financing) district, with a goal 
of $8.7 million raised through public 
funding in hope of attracting developers 
to the project. The proposal designates 
that over three quarters of the property 
is “blighted” with issues ranging from 
cracked, weedy concrete to poorly- 
painted, peeling facades. It also states 
the property is underutilized and threat-
ens economic viability. The state depart-
ment of Revenue will begin to review the 
plan by the end of October with final ap-
proval slated for early 2015. 

Northside Planning Council Board 
member Walter stewart said of the  
proposed project, “People often balk at the 
word ‘blight,’ but that’s just a determina-
tion needed to justify creating the [TIF] 
district. Given the size  of the area, its 
long-standing appearance, and a com-
munity’s desire for intelligent land-use, 
I think TIF is probably a good idea and 

Parcels #10-16, continued: Unscreened dumpsters; boarded up window facing N. Sherman; lack of sepa-
ration between sidewalk and parking lot & overabundance of curb cuts. 

Parcels #17-18: Overabundance of curb cuts, lack of space between parking lot and sidewalk.   

Parcel #19: Exterior wiring; portions of façade in poor condition.  

Annette Medley (right) and her son Deandre.

Maple Bluff continued on page 10

Annette Medley continued on page 20
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Unscreened dumpsters; 
Exterior wiring; portions of 
façade in poor condition; 
lack of separation between 
sidewalk and parking lot and 
overabundance of curb cuts.

Parcels #10-16, continued: Unscreened dumpsters; boarded up window facing N. Sherman; lack of sepa-
ration between sidewalk and parking lot & overabundance of curb cuts. 

Parcels #17-18: Overabundance of curb cuts, lack of space between parking lot and sidewalk.   

Parcel #19: Exterior wiring; portions of façade in poor condition.  

Parcels #10-16, continued: Unscreened dumpsters; boarded up window facing N. Sherman; lack of sepa-
ration between sidewalk and parking lot & overabundance of curb cuts. 

Parcels #17-18: Overabundance of curb cuts, lack of space between parking lot and sidewalk.   

Parcel #19: Exterior wiring; portions of façade in poor condition.  
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DEC. 7 • 5-7 PM
Warner Park Community

Recreation Center

By lauri lee
Northside News

The City of Madison’s Affordable 
Housing Initiative (AHI) approved $1 
million in federal tax credits Nov. 18 to 
come to the Northside for the removal of 
the abandoned, blighted and contaminat-
ed former poultry research facility and 
replacement with a beautiful new apart-
ment project and single family lots on 
Tennyson Lane. 

The AHI tax credits are a result of 
Mayor Paul soglin’s 2015 capital bud-
get, which included $20 million to help 
secure federal tax credits to provide 750 
to 1,000 units of affordable housing 
over the next fi ve years. The selection 
of this project by the AHI team must be 
reviewed and approved by the Board of 
estimates and Common Council in the 
coming months but has received city 
staff approvals.

The mayor’s initiative follows the re-
lease of the City of Madison Housing 
strategy Committee report that stated 
half of renters pay more than 30 percent 

equity’s year 
begins anew

northside news

Northside United, a citizens’ action 
group of Northside residents, is initiating 
a yearlong series of events, discussions 
and activities to raise awareness about 
racial inequities in our community and 
develop strategies and actions to address 
them. Plans are underway to kick off 
the year with a community-wide Racial 
equity Forum Jan. 26, 2015 at sherman 
Middle school, 1610 Ruskin st.

All Northside community members are 
invited to this opportunity for safe shar-
ing of experiences, learning about issues, 
and developing a blueprint for address-
ing inequities on a community scale. The 
event will start with a free meal at 6 pm, 
followed by presentations and facilitated 

By Sheri gasser
Northside News

For 15 area middle school girls, a 
passion for dance has taken their per-
formance group to new heights. Ready, 
set, dance! (Rsd) is a non-competitive 
group that performs as a community 
service throughout the greater Madison 
area. Their main audiences are assisted 
living facilities and nursing homes, local 
church groups, and events such as Apple 
Fest at Warner Park. It’s all done for the 
love of this art form. According to Karyn 
Wood Holmes, Rsd secretary, “The 
group prides itself on being able to bring 
the joy of music and dance to those that 
may not otherwise have access.” 

These dancers 
and their families 
certainly have a lot 
to be proud of. In 
October the group 
had the opportu-
nity to perform 
at disney World. 
Planning for this 
trip began in 2011 
and came about 
through the disney 
Performing Arts 
Onstage Program, 
which gives en-
sembles a chance 
to perform for dis-

ney park guests from around the world. 
“Through extensive fundraising efforts 
by the dancers and their families, the 
dancers were able to raise enough money 
for transportation costs and the cost to at-
tend a workshop taught by a professional 
choreographer, where not only were they 
exposed to the highest level of perfor-
mance, they also got a taste of showbiz,” 
said Wood Holmes. This year’s trip to 
Orlando is the third for the troupe. 

The dancers who traveled to disney 
World are Nicole Bartels, Halle Bender, 
McKenna Carviou, Taryn davis, ella 
deitz, Jamara Harris, Allison Hart-
mann, Genna Hayes, Hannah Hubing, 
Holly Hubing, Grace Rider, Michele 
Rieder, shae sauer, Claire schucha-

dance group moves a step ahead$1 million 
recommended 
for Tennyson 
redevelopment

Ready, Set, Dance! performed at Walt Disney World in October.

Davis continued on page 17

Tennyson Ridge continued on page 10

Equity Forum continued on page 4

A.N.T. da Hope Boy’s presentation (upper right) at the second 
annual Youth empowerment summit perfectly summarized the 
event’s theme, “When you can fi nd something to say YES to, you 

can say no to distraction and become the best you!”  Y.e.s. Partici-
pants developed a vision for education, employment and personal 
achievement that builds on their strengths to bring them success.

With Y.E.S., all things are possible

rdt and Kelly Wood. They performed a 
show entitled “Broadway Remix” at the 
Waterside Amphitheater at downtown 
disney. The show consisted of six num-
bers: Jai-ho (which won an Academy 
Award for Best Original song in 2008), 
Twistin’ the Night Away (released in 
1962 by sam Cooke), All that Jazz 
(from the 1975 musical “Chicago”), 
steam Heat (from “Pajama Game”), 
step in Time (from “Mary Poppins”) 
and Our Favorite son (from “The Will 
Rogers Follies”).

Find me!
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Forward together
On the Monday following Tony Robin-

son’s shooting death by Madison police of-
ficer	Matt	Kenny,	I	came	home	to	discover	
that	my	own	house	had	been	broken	into.
No	one	had	been	home	during	the	crime,	

but	my	husband	found	the	door	broken	in	
and	called	the	police.	Eight	squad	cars	ar-
rived	at	our	house,	and	a	pack	of	police	
officers,	guns	drawn,	scoured	every	room	
for	a	suspect.	All	of	this,	as	my	three-year	
old	 daughter	 and	 my	 husband	 watched	
from	the	front	lawn.
A	wave	 of	 fear	 washed	 over	me.	And	

then	relief	that	my	small	family	was	safe.	
And	then	sadness	that	our	sense	of	security	
was	now	shaken.	And	then	the	anger	set-
tled	in.	Surprisingly,	it	wasn’t	at	the	perpe-
trator.	It	was	at	the	people	who	would	use	
moments	like	these	to	try	to	manipulate	me	
into	fearing	my	neighbors.	I	won’t	do	it.	I	
won’t	 live	 in	 fear	of	other	human	beings	
because	one	person	broke	the	law.
In	the	following	days,	a	black	man	was	

arrested	as	a	suspect	in	the	case.	His	boots	
perfectly	matched	a	print	 that	was	 taken	
off	of	our	front	door.	It	appears	that,	in	his	
addiction	to	heroin,	he	was	searching	our	
house	for	cash.	
I	wondered:	Why	does	 this	 same	story	

keep	being	re-played?	How	do	we	change	
the	 narrative?	How	much	 of	 his	 circum-
stances	could	be	chalked	up	to	institution-
alized	 disparity	 and	 how	 much	 was	 just	
plain	 bad	 decision-making	 on	 his	 part?	
What	if	 the	police	had	found	him	and	he	
had	 acted	 belligerently?	 Would	 he	 have	
been	shot	and	killed	in	our	home?	Would	he	
have	deserved	to	die	for	this?	But	wouldn’t	
the	officers	who	stepped	up	to	serve	have	
the	right	to	defend	themselves?	And	how	
would	they	have	felt,	after	taking	a	man’s	
life?	How	would	 that	have	changed	 their	
lives	 irrevocably?	 And	 wouldn’t	 I	 have	
rather	 given	 up	 a	 television	 and	 an	 iPad	
than	know	that	a	man’s	life	had	been	lost	in	
the	name	of	our	stuff?
Thankfully,	 that	 worst-case	 scenario	

didn’t	happen,	but	my	heart	ached	with	
helplessness.
As	the	victim	of	a	crime,	I	resolved	to	do	

what	I	could	to	ensure	that	the	perpetrator	
gets	the	treatment	he	needs,	that	he	is	not	
left	alone	to	overcome	a	life-devouring	ad-
diction,	and	to	also	ensure	that	he	cannot	
be	a	danger	to	the	families	in	our	neighbor-
hood	again.	I	will	thank	the	police	officers	
who	came	to	protect	us.	I	will	get	to	know	

my	neighbors	so	that	we	can	watch	out	for	
one	another.	I	will	work	to	change	a	world	
in	which	 a	 lack	of	opportunity	 spirals	 so	
readily	into	crime.
So,	whose	 side	 am	 I	 on?	 I	 reject	 the	

idea that there are only two sides here and 
that	we	must	pick	one.	There	is	another	
way.	 I	 am	 on	 the	 side	 of	 compassion.	
I	 am	 on	 the	 side	 of	 empathy	 for	 all	 of	
the	complex,	imperfect,	precious	human	
lives	involved.	I	am	on	the	side	of	self-
leadership,	 of	 believing	 that	 people	 are	
capable	 of	marshaling	 their	 best	 selves	
for	 the	 collective	 good	when	 given	 the	
opportunity	and	tools	to	do	so.	And	I	am	
on	the	side	of	grace	for	when	we	make	
mistakes	—	as	we	all	inevitably	do.
I	 am	also	 on	 the	 side	 of	 real,	 face-to-

face	relationships,	knowing	that	when	we	
look	another	person	in	the	eye,	we	cannot	
deny	their	humanity,	our	suspicion	cannot	
sustain	 itself,	 our	 stories	 become	 inter-
twined	with	each	other’s,	our	assumptions	
are	transformed.	It	is	that	kind	of	deep	in-
vestment	in	one	another	that	will	eventu-
ally	save	us	from	ourselves.
But	 none	 of	 this	 happens	 automatically	

or	 easily.	 We	 must	 commit	 to	 the	 work.	
We	must	be	intentional	but	authentic	in	our	 
relationship-building.	We	 must	 be	 patient	
and	listen	more	than	we	talk.	We	must	be	
willing	to	be	uncomfortable	and	put	away	
our	 defensiveness.	We	 must	 question	 our	
systems	 and	 learn	 to	 tolerate	 dissent	 and	
ambiguity.	We	must	accept	that	sometimes	
we	will	celebrate	and	sometimes	we	will	de-
spair,	and	sometimes	we	will	need	to	keep	
to	 ourselves,	 because	 the	 work	 is	 asking	
more	than	we	have	to	give.
I	don’t	have	all	the	answers,	but	I	be-

lieve	we	already	have	all	the	tools	we	need	
in	one	another.	By	embracing	each	other,	
we	 can	 haltingly,	 step-by-precarious- 
step,	find	our	way	forward	together.
If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 do	 this	 work	

with	 us	 	—	 this	 challenging,	 sometimes	
exhausting,	 deeply	 rewarding	 work	 —	
please	get	in	touch	for	more	information:	
editor@northsidenews.org or 230-1222.

Cry now, fight in time
By Kate Howard 

Tony	 Robinson	was	 a	 beautiful	 young	
black	 man.	 Tony	 Robinson	 was	 a	 well-
loved	 and	 compassionate	 young	 man.	
Tony	Robinson	was	not,	is	not,	some	sta-
tistic.	Tony	Robinson	was	very	important	

to	his	friends	and	family,	and	he	did	not	de-
serve	to	be	gunned	down	by	the	police	who	
were	called	and	asked	to	help	him.	
I	am	a	Northside	resident	who	belongs	

to	a	 family	 that	 looks	 like	Tony’s	 family.	
My	son	looks	very	much	like	Tony	Robin-
son.	That	is	one	of	the	reasons	my	family	
has	been	so	comfortable	living	in	the	very	
diverse	Northside	community.	Since	I	am	
a	white	woman	born	and	raised	in	north-
ern	Wisconsin,	my	experience	with	racism	
only	began	when	I	left	my	small	town	and	
went	 to	 college.	 Unfortunately,	 36	 years	
later	I	am	still	being	educated	in	racism.	
I	have	had	to	discommunicate	people	from	

my	life	this	week	because	their	thoughts	and	
words	have	been	nothing	but	hurtful	and	not	
truthful.	Tony’s	death	has	made	me	realize	
how	deep	the	roots	of	racist	thinking	run	in	
our	society.	There	are	no	statistics	or	facts	that	
can	 justify	any	death	of	an	unarmed	black	
man	or	youth.	During	 this	week,	someone	
stated	to	me	that	things	seem	to	be	getting	
worse.	I	had	to	remind	them	that	black	and	
brown	 people	 have	 been	 being	 killed	 and	
unduly	incarcerated	in	this	country	without	
repercussion	since	our	country’s	beginning.
At	Tony’s	 funeral,	Tony’s	 aunt,	 Lorien	

Carter,	stated	in	a	poem	she	wrote,	“Cry	for	
him	now,	but	fight	for	him	in	time.”	Many	
of	us,	myself	 included,	have	been	crying	
for	Tony	and	his	loved	ones	all	week,	and	
I	am	not	sure	when	the	sorrow	will	end.	I	
am	 starting	 to	 understand	more	 fully	 the	
heavy	 sorrow	 that	many	 black	 people	 in	
our	country	carry	in	their	hearts,	and	that	
as	a	society	we	have	built	up,	and	continue	
to	build,	a	persecution	complex	for	minori-
ties.	Our	voices	will	not	be	quiet	as	to	less-
en	the	discomfort	of	those	who	claim	to	be	
neutral	or	do	not	understand	the	very	real	
injustice	that	has	been	committed.

Trust the rule of law
By Shawn Smith

I	need	to	express	my	views	on	this	situ-
ation	revolving	around	the	investigation	of	
the Anthony Robinson case. I understand
the	complexities	of	 the	 issue,	but	I	admit	
that	I	am	tired	of	the	media	automatically	
indicting	the	police	and	claiming	they	are	
the	risk	to	the	public’s	safety.	Public	safety	
includes	keeping	violent	offenders	off	our	
city	streets,	and	it	is	an	infallible	fact	that	
Mr.	Robinson	was	a	convicted	violent	fel-
on.	I	address	him	as	“Mr.”	because	he	was	
an	adult	who	knowingly	broke	into	a	home	

and robbed the inhabitants with a weapon. 
I	am	not	sure	why	these	facts	are	forgotten,	
while	speculation	and	naive	emotion	dom-
inate	the	narrative	surrounding	this	case.	
As	a	husband	and	soon-to-be	father,	I	

worry	about	my	family’s	safety	on	a	dai-
ly	basis.	Knowing	there	is	a	justice	sys-
tem	that	is	allowing	violent	offenders	to	
remain	on	the	streets	is	beyond	concern-
ing	to	me.	Research	the	following	article	
and	tell	me	the	differences	Mr.	Robinson	
had	in	his	case:	http://journaltimes.com/
news/local/target-robber-sentenced-
to-three-years/article_2d720611-f94a-
5945-b859-ebab1be0d53f.html.
I’ll	save	everyone	some	time	and	tell	you	

there	 is	 absolutely	 nothing	 different	 be-
tween	 the	 two	 robberies.	 I	went	 to	 school	
with	those	exact	kids	in	Racine,	and	every-
one	 involved	 served	 time	 for	 robbing	 the	
Target	 Store	with	BB	guns	 and	 toys.	The	
judge	made	the	statement	that	“a	message	
needs	to	be	sent,”	and	I	believe	that	sort	of	
message	 needs	 to	 be	 sent	 to	 criminals	 in	
Madison	to	keep	our	streets	safer.	We	need	
to	elect	 judges	who	are	willing	 to	 impose	
penalties	for	violent	offenders	because	 the	
FBI	Uniform	Crime	Report	even	confirms	
that	some	of	the	highest	recidivism	rates	are	
among	 violent	 offenders.	 Keeping	 violent	
offenders	 off	 our	 streets	will	 lower	 crime	
rates,	and	no	one	in	good	conscience	would	
be	able	 to	 justify	a	 scenario	where	neigh-
borhoods	are	safer	when	violent	criminals	
roam	free	on	probation.	Again,	I	emphasize	
violent	criminal	offenders	because	the	intent	
behind	those	crimes	imposes	a	direct	risk	to	
the	men,	women	and	children	of	our	city.	
I	 read	 comments	 in	 various	 articles	

posted online that other citizens are won-
dering what can be done to help the city 
of	 Madison	 and	 the	 African-American	
community	 in	 this	 area	 beyond	 holding	
more	public	hearings	and	meetings.	I	do	
not	 think	 it	 is	 farfetched	 to	 believe	 that	
African-Americans	 want	 what	 everyone	
else	wants:	 a	 justice	 system	 that	 creates	
safe	streets	and	neighborhoods.	Police	of-
ficers	do	not	come	to	the	decision	to	draw	
their	 weapons	 lightly,	 and	 the	 knee-jerk	
reaction	of	assuming	there	must	be	an	in-
vestigation	for	wrongdoing	by	the	officer	
is	ignorant	and	naive.	Do	not	misconstrue	
my	faith	in	the	police	department	as	blind;	
I	believe	in	accountability,	and	the	Madi-
son	 Police	 Department	 should	 conduct	
an	 investigation	because	 it	 is	 the	 law	—	
something	Mr.	 Robinson	 had	 no	 regard	
for	when	he	committed	armed	robbery.	
It	will	be	dark	times	in	our	great	city	if	

the	men	and	women	who	protect	our	neigh-
borhoods	need	to	second-guess	themselves	
on	whether	or	not	to	defend	their	lives	and	
ours,	and	 I	am	willing	 to	put	my	 trust	 in	
their	 judgment	 every	 day	 because	 that	 is	
what	they	took	an	oath	to	do.

Sun. March 29
4–6 pm

WARNER PARK COMMUNITY
RECREATION CENTER

Menu: Irish Stew
Featuring!

Community Groundworks’ Pies
Sunday Supper Committee:
NPC, Northside Farmers Market,

MSCR, WPCRC, Boomerangs

UPCOMING SUNDAY SUPPERS
May 31 

4–6 pm • Menu TBD
Guest Host: NESCO

August 30
Picnic at Warner Park Shelter

Guest Host: Open
Nov 29

Thanksgiving Weekend Sunday!
Guest Host: Open

Summer 2015 Registration

VIRGINIA DAVIS SCHOOL OF DANCE, LLC
2037 Sherman Avenue • Madison WI 53704

Members of: 
DEA, DMW, CNADM,
WI Dance Council,
Better Business Bureau

www.virginiadavis.com

Call 241-4988 for brochure

Dancewear available at 
Davis Dancewear, Etc.

(608) 241-4305

Summer Session
6 Weeks

All ages welcome!
June 16-July 21, 2015

EDITOR

From

ABHA 
THAKKAR
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Please call 
in advance 
to drop off 
donations

244-8077
Donations 
accepted

until April 30 
Mon.-Thurs.
10 am-2 pm

Proceeds to benefit 
Bread of Life Food 
Pantry and Senior 

Connections 

Community 
donations of 
furniture and 

household items 
are appreciated.

St. Paul Lutheran Church  •  2126 N. Sherman Avenue  •  Madison

Lamers Bus Lines is accepting applications 
for several part-time mini coach shuttle 

bus drivers and for school bus route 
and field trip drivers.
• Complete training provided
• 401K/Profit sharing
• Earn safety and attendance bonuses
• Competitive wages

Must be 21 years or older with a good driving 
record and able to pass a company paid  
physical, drug screen and background check.

APPLY IN PERSON:
Lamers Bus Lines

217 Raemisch Rd., Waunakee
8:30 am–4 pm

608-850-5253 Dial Ext. 12215 and ask for Bob

www.GoLamers.com
EOE/AA Employer

Rebecca Kemble has my wholehearted 
support for alder of the 18th District. In the 
last few months, she has knocked on many 
doors, talked with residents, heard their con-
cerns and now she is ready to represent us. 
She will take our concerns to the Common 
Council and show leadership in offering 
fresh and creative ideas for making our city 
government work for us. Rebecca will bring 
her knowledge and experience as a small-
business owner and leader of workers to in-
spire economic development on the North-
side. Vote for Rebecca Kemble April 7.

Dorothy Wheeler, former District 18 
County Board Supervisor

Rebecca Kemble will be an excellent al-
der for the Northside. She is an intelligent, 
honest, caring person who gets things done 
because she works hard. To come into 
her home is to be welcomed warmly with 
friendship and humor by a loving family. 

Anita Weier, District 18 Alder
Rebecca understands the importance of 

creating positive and educational opportuni-
ties for young people in our community. I’m 
proud to endorse her candidacy for Madi-
son’s Common Council.

Michele Ritt, District 18 County 
Board Supervisor

Rebecca has the experience, energy and 
commitment to be an effective voice for 
good jobs, good neighborhoods, and pro-
tecting our land and water resources on the 
Northside and citywide. With her back-
ground in business, education and nonprof-
its, she will bring unique perspectives to the 
Common Council. 

Jan Axelson
Rebecca Kemble is both principled and 

practical. She has deep ties to her district and 
a demonstrated ability to work cooperatively 
to build the inclusive, vibrant communities 
that make us proud of our neighborhoods, 
our businesses, our schools and our city. 

Margaret Bergamini, City of Madison 
Transit and Parking Commission 

Rebecca Kemble could be the poster girl 
for the slogan “If you don’t like your neigh-
borhood, don’t move — change it.” She is 
that special kind of person who doesn’t just 
talk about things that need to be done; she 
organizes the crew. When Lindbergh School 
was threatened with closing, Rebecca 
worked with the Northside alders and inter-
ested parents to get that decision reversed. 

Later, when the school board pulled fund-
ing for all Northside summer programming 

at a date too late for parents to make alter-
nate plans because other programs were al-
ready full, Rebecca organized a contingent 
of people to speak at a special school board 
meeting that included public hearings on a 
number of cuts. That meeting lasted until af-
ter midnight but the board decided to discuss 
two decisions before going home that night. 
Funding was restored for The Safe Haven 
program on the Northside. And when Re-
becca got involved with alders and our lo-
cal assembly and senate officials to address 
healthy food choices, the Black Hawk Com-
munity Gardens became a reality.

Rebecca knows the Northside as a 
life-long resident and activist. She under-
stands that our vitality depends on main-
taining diversity through a wide spectrum 
of housing options and that economic de-
velopment is critical. Growing businesses 
need to know about the Northside and all 
it has to offer, and residents need to feel 
empowered to start their own enterprises. 
She also respects our special Northside 
ecosystems and how important they are to 
the quality of life we enjoy.

Members of the Madison Common 
Council sometimes forget that they are 
stewards of the entire city with special 
expertise in their own districts. Alders 
need to advocate for local issues but not 
at the expense of keeping the city mov-
ing forward. Rebecca is uniquely quali-
fied to negotiate those waters through her 
work with cooperatives and mediation. 
Almost any situation can result in a win-
win outcome if the parties stay focused 
on the big picture.

We are proud to endorse Rebecca 
Kemble for City Council and hope you 
will vote with us April 7.

Dan & Char Tortorice, 

I am writing to the Northside News 
to enthusiastically support the campaign 
of Rebecca Kemble for alder of District 
18. Rebecca will be a strong voice for the 
Northside, listening and then leading on be-
half of all residents. Rebecca has an impres-
sive background with the type of economic 
development we need — community ori-
ented that creates opportunities and expands 
resources for working families. We need a 
leader who supports investing in our pres-
ent needs and preparing our community for 
a sustainable, quality future that we deserve. 
Vote for Rebecca Kemble April 7.

Ken Opin, Chair, Madison Plan 
Commission, District 18 resident

I can sum up my support for Peng Her 
with one word — diversity.

The Northside is Madison’s most dis-
tinct and attractive area because of two fea-
tures: its environment and its multicultural 
populations. The health of both requires 
a mix of lives, a nurturing base, food and 
air, cooperation, opportunity, and space to 
grow as individuals and as a community.

If this sounds airy-fairy, think of the 
Northside before the plow. The prairies and 
wetlands and woods that humans found 
here had thrived for eons because of eco-
logical diversity. What kept them healthy, 
strong and sustainable are the same ele-
ments that build strong neighborhoods.

Peng Her embodies this promise. A war 
refugee, he found in the fertile space of Wis-
consin the comfort of his Hmong family and 
the courage to strike out as an American en-
trepreneur. He has spent his adult life bridg-
ing divergent cultures — whether serving a 
plate of homemade food, teaching the value 
of fresh fish and gardens, teaching his chil-
dren to hunt and fish, explaining in multiple 
languages ancient ethnic ways, or search-
ing Madison’s most challenged corners for 
ways to occupy and employ our children.

Peng and I do not look alike — that’s 
the first thing you notice when he knocks 
on your door. But from the moment he 
started talking I saw a man whose values 
did not come from reading a book, but, 
rather, from overcoming adversity, listen-
ing, engaging and embracing both our dif-
ferences and our shared humanity.

Jim Carrier

Northside Madison is lucky to have 
Peng Her as a candidate for Madison’s 
Common Council. I’ve known Peng and 
his beautiful family for two decades. Over 
that time, he has shown his commitment 
to Madison in general and the Northside 
specifically in many roles: as a small-
business owner, an educator, a commu-
nity organizer and a cultural worker. 

Peng’s personal journey is one of forti-
tude and resilience, being a young child 
in a Laotian refugee camp, moving to 
a completely foreign place (the USA), 
learning a new language and culture, 
and eventually thriving in his new home. 
While becoming a respected American, 
Peng remained grounded in Hmong tra-
ditions. This shows in his deep respect 
for elders, his devotion to family, and his 
commitment to help advance the status 
of all Hmong in Wisconsin.

Yet he is not focused on working on be-
half of only one group. Peng cares about the 
common good and, because of his unique 
cultural background, is able to bridge cultur-
al differences while working on behalf of all. 
This is evidenced by his recent work with 
the Madison Urban League and the Center 
for Resilient Cities Community Center.

I also appreciate Peng’s commitment 
to the arts. He knows that art of all types 
— visual, music, dance, theater and story 
— expresses key ideas about who we are 
as humans. Peng has helped both tradi-
tional and contemporary art forms thrive 
in communities.

Peng Her is a dedicated and hard-
working public servant who will do his 
best on behalf of the entire community.

Anne Pryor

As a public servant for nearly four de-
cades in my role as the Dane County Ag-
ing and Disabilities Services Manager, 
I gave constantly of myself for the bet-
terment of the citizens of Dane County, 
Madison and my home — the Northside. 
I write this letter to you today, neighbors, 
because I believe the outcome of the 
April 7 election for city council will have 
a profound impact on our future. I hope 
you’ll join me in supporting Peng Her.

Peng, too, has been a longtime pub-
lic servant. As a former member of the 
Dane County Human Services Board, 
former board member at Troy Gardens 
and Community GroundWorks, and for-
mer member of the Northside Planning 
Council, Peng knows the Northside in 
and out. He has been president of the 
Cherokee Park Neighborhood Associa-
tion. His three children attend Gompers 
and Blackhawk. Peng can tell our story.

Peng is also a member of Chief Koval’s 
Community Engagement team, promoting 
safety in our neighborhoods and focusing on 
the continued expansion of Madison’s strong 
tradition of community policing. Combined 
with his experience building strong neigh-
borhoods, Peng is the candidate we need to 
sustain a safe and engaged Northside.

The city and the county recognized his 
experience and service this year with the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian 
Award, a great honor and a signal of his lev-
el of devotion to our community. So please 
join me April 7 in voting for Peng Her for 
City Council. He’s the leader we need to tell 
our stories, the story of the Northside.

Theresa Sanders

Peng 
Her 

for Alder

Rebecca 
Kemble 
for Alder
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As a neighborhood partner, and on behalf of the Bruns’ family who has lived 
for four generations on the Northside since 1865 when Great Grandfather 
Ernest Bruns arrived from Hamburg Germany, we are very proud of our com-
munity. We congratulate and thank you for your wonderful work. The profes-
sionals who represent the Northside News continue to do an outstanding job of 
building community spirit. They are a very valuable resource and play a huge 
role in our community. Congratulations to the Northside News on 20 wonderful 
years of excellent reporting and neighborhood support. People like: Lauri Lee, 
Abha Thakkar, Sue Gleason, and other wonderful leaders who have worked in 
key roles for the Northside. Thanks

David W Bruns, President, Sherman Plaza Inc.

It has been a pleasure to participate in the Northside News as both a contribu-
tor and an avid reader.  By no other means can I learn more about my commu-
nity.  Happy Birthday, Northside News! 

– Ross Royster, Madison Chiropractic and Northside News columnist

Madison Gas and Electric Company (MGE) appreciates our partnership 
with and congratulates Northside News on its 20th anniversary! For the last 20 
years, Northside News has provided a valuable home-grown communication 
service to Northside residents and businesses.

David J. Benforado, Community Services Manager, 
Madison Gas and Electric Company

NPC Board Chair

From
Nikki 
SaNderS

RYAN T. FRANK

ATTORNEY

RYAN FRANK LAW OFFICES

1802 Vahlen Street
Madison, WI 53704

608.467.3193
608.819.6929 fax

rtflawinc@gmail.com
RYANFRANKLAW.COM

RYAN FRANK LAW OFFICES 
SERVING SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL WISCONSIN

CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

PERSONAL INJURY CRIMINAL/TRAFFIC DEFENSE
EMPLOYMENT LANDLORD/TENANT

CIVIL RIGHTS   AND LITIGATION

Greetings, neighbors
I can’t believe the Northside News 

has been coming to our homes for 20 
years. Think back to where you were 
20 years ago. I was 24, pregnant with 
my son, Robert, and living in Monona. 
In 1997 we bought our first house on 
Sheridan Drive, and I was introduced 
to the Northside Planning Council 
(NPC). My neighborhood association 
needed someone to represent us on 
NPC’s board. I was new to the neigh-
borhood and wanted to get involved. 
What better way?

What better way, indeed. Since those 
days, we have grown the Northside 
News to be the best community news-
paper ever (in my humble opinion), 
helped get Warner Park Community 
Recreation Center (WPCRC) built, 

helped get Troy Gardens (now Com-
munity GroundWorks) up and run-
ning, brought a farmers market to the 
Northside, started the Northside Youth 
Council, built the FEED Kitchens, and 
are now serving our community with 
the Year of Equity initiative.

You may find yourself like I was 
20 years ago — new to the area or 
just wanting to get involved. I highly 
recommend that, by the way. You can 
join in the Northside wave in mul-
tiple ways. Sign up for a program 
at WPCRC, join us for a free Sun-
day Supper March 29, take a tour of 
FEED Kitchens, write an article or 
submit a photograph to the Northside 
News, buy a share from Troy Com-
munity Farm, volunteer at the next 
Youth Empowerment Summit, join 
the Year of Equity movement or just 
be neighborly. 

Remember, you don’t have to move 
to live in a better neighborhood; you 
just have to get involved with the 
neighborhood you live in. I truly be-
lieve that and hope you do, too.

See you around the neighborhood.

611 North Sherman Ave. in Lakewood Plaza
608.663.5500 • www.mannacafe.com

Open 6 AM Weekdays • 7 AM Weekends

Manna nourishing the soul.

Join in the conversation. Stay in the loop

UW Credit Union
Ale Asylum

Madison Gas & Electric
Magna Publications

Northside Business Association

Walt Stewart
The UPS Store
Sue Gleason

DuWayne’s Salon
Bunky’s Cafe

Thank you to our generous sponsors for the 2014 North Star Awards

NPC Board of Directors

Nikki Sanders, Chair
Steve Reese, Vice-Chair

John Boles, Treasurer 
Nancy Stillwell, Secretary

Sue Gleason
Jim Krueger

Walter Stewart
Tiffany Werner

Northside Discuss
Northside Discuss is the North-

side’s unmoderated e-list created by 
NPC in 2002 to provide a forum to post 
and discuss information and events of 
interest to residents of the Northside 
community of Madison. You can join 
the group at: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/northsidediscuss/join.

Northside Information  
and Community Events (NICE): 

NICE is a Google Group that focuses 
on Northside announcements but with-
out discussion. To join NICE, visit http://
groups.google.com/group/northside-in-
fo-and-community-events

MGE continues its support of FEED
The Northside Planning Council 

would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude to the MGE Foundation 
for its recent $5,000 grant in sup-
port of the FEED Kitchens. MGE 
has been an invaluable partner in 
supporting FEED’s community ser-
vice mission, which includes job 

training programs, small business 
incubation, increasing access to 
healthy foods, and improving the 
quality of life for all Northsiders. 
We are grateful to the MGE Foun-
dation’s contributions to making 
our community a better place to live 
and work.

Celebrating 20 years of Northside News
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“Madison is a strong city that faces challenges. To be the 
best we can be, we need Mayor Soglin and his vision, 
leadership and unmatched ability to get things done.”

— Representative Melissa Sargent

The Northside Votes!
Election Day: Tuesday, April 7

www.soglinformayor.com
Paid for by Soglin for Mayor, Scott Herrick, Treasurer

Join Representative Melissa Sargent 
in supporting Mayor Paul Soglin

Celebrating 
30 Years as a  

Northside Neighbor 
1985-2015

2401 International Lane
community.mygreatlakes.org

By Adam J. Haen 
FEED Kitchens

Spring has sprung in Madison and that 
means the food carts have hit the streets. 
Here at FEED we have an ever-growing 
number of carts working out of the kitch-
ens. Two of our newest highlight what is 
great about our facility and what we offer 
the community: the chance for new busi-
nesses to get started and for existing ones 
to expand or change their current model.

Delights is an Asian comfort food cart 
run by Mimi Phan-Dinh and Socheat 
Chau. They are brand new to the food cart 
scene, but saw an area that wasn’t cov-
ered, especially with the high number of 
Asian students and Asian food enthusiasts 
on and near campus. They have Steamed 
Bao, Summer Rolls, Bahn Mi (Vietnamese 
sandwiches), Curry Chicken and Rice, and 
Shaved Snow in a variety of flavors. Their 
cart is bright and colorful, with lots of flow-
ers drawn on it. You also get a bright smil-

ing face greeting you when you walk up.
Our other new user is no stranger to the 

Madison cart scene and an old hat at cook-
ing fantastic food. Thony Clarke of Café 
Costa Rica closed his restaurant on Willy 
Street last fall and is concentrating on his 
already popular food cart and sauce line. 
FEED offers him the chance to go out in 
the cart, do catering, and work on his sauc-
es without the overhead (and headache) of 
maintaining his own space. It also gives 
him the chance to spend time with his fam-
ily and friends.

Within days after Thony’s cart was 
parked in front of FEED, we were getting 
calls and he was getting Facebook messag-
es from excited fans asking when he was 
going to be out again and when they could 
expect to see his sauces around town. We 
couldn’t be happier to have him here.

Most of the food carts currently working 
out of the kitchens are new businesses, but 
we have had several existing carts come 

here, either because they had to move from 
their former location or because we are a 
more convenient location for them. We 
will have a few more carts starting up this 
spring and summer, along with bakeries, 
caterers, sauce makers and some we don’t 
even know about yet. They come from all 
walks of life and experiences. We welcome 
them all. We help those that need it and 
stay out of the way of experts like Thony. 

As the year goes on, we will keep high-
lighting new users and showcasing all of 
our users at our Open House Bazaars. The 

next one is Saturday, April 11, and we hope 
to have a few of our food carts here, weath-
er permitting. Our summer Open House 
Bazaar is Saturday, July 11, and we should 
definitely have a number of carts here then. 

If you want to see who is working at 
FEED and what is going on, check out 
our website, www.feedkitchens.org. For 
more information about FEED Kitchens, 
how to use the facility, or to set up a tour, 
contact our manager, Adam Haen, at 
feedmanager@northsidemadison.org or 
call 204-7015.

More than 250 people attended the 
Northside Empty Bowls event at War-
ner Park Community Recreation Cen-
ter (WPCRC) Saturday, March 14. The 
food was delectable, the locally made 
pottery was stunning, and the sense 
of community was strong. The event 
raised over $1,800 for the FEED Kitch-
ens. A huge thank you to Jacob Tisue at 
WPCRC, Madison Parks, MSCR, North-
side Farmers Market, River Bakery, Ca-
jun Cook, Mandy’s Mood Foods and the 

Northside Youth Council for their contri-
butions. Empty Bowls is an international 
grassroots effort to fight hunger and was 
created by The Imagine Render Group. 
The basic premise is simple: Potters and 
other craftspeople, educators and oth-
ers work with the community to create 
handcrafted bowls. Guests are invited to 
a simple meal of soup and bread. In ex-
change for a cash donation, guests are 
asked to keep a bowl as a reminder of all 
the empty bowls in the world.

Carts comes calling

Two new FEED users from left to right: Delights, an Asian comfort food cart, and 
the Café Costa Rica food cart..

BOWLS ARRIVE EMPTY, HEARTS LEAVE FULL
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www.pengher4citycouncil.com
pengher4citycouncil@gmail.com 

608-628-3901

By Stephanie Rearick, 
Dane County TimeBank

The Dane County TimeBank wishes 
a very happy birthday to the Northside 
News. It’s almost like our parent’s birth-
day, since the Northside Planning Coun-
cil (NPC) and the Northside News were 
instrumental in the birth of the Dane 
County	TimeBank	in	2004‒2005.	

The TimeBank is a mutual credit 
neighbor-to-neighbor exchange system. 
Each person or organization who joins 
lists what kinds of help they can offer 
and what they need. Then members link 
up to provide stuff (mostly services) to 
each other, and receive an hour’s worth 
of credit (a number in an online ac-
count) for the exact amount of time they 
spent helping. They can then pass that 
credit on to get help from other mem-
bers. Everyone’s time is valued equally 
and it’s a great way to connect people 
with the resources they need, which is 
often each other.

We knew we wanted the TimeBank to 
become countywide but also knew we 
needed to pick one neighborhood to start 
in. The Northside was a great choice. One 
reason was that the Northside is diverse 
in age, race, ethnicity and socioeconomic 
conditions. Another reason was that the 
Northside had a clear need because, at the 
time, it was without a grocery store. But 
the biggest reason was that the Northside 
was really organizing to make a great com-

munity, and NPC was at the heart of it.
Once the NPC staff — Jim Powell 

and Abha Thakkar were completely in-
strumental — and board signed on, we 
partnered to get a $6,000 Neighborhood 
Leadership and Capacity Building grant 
and got started. The Northside News 
played a huge role, with the fantastic Ter-
rie Anderson writing a bimonthly column 
in the Northside News on timebank-
ing that generated the initial interest that 
made it work. 

We started with a group of about 20 

awesome people who came to Lakeside 
Library	 and	 became	 our	 first	members.	
We held our kickoff at Lakeview Luther-
an Church Oct. 20, 2005. 

That means we turn 10 this year, just as 
the Northside News turns 20. To me, that 
is very auspicious synergy and I couldn’t 
be more proud to share a milestone birth-
day year with one of our “parents.”

And speaking of parents, one of my 
very proudest accomplishments was 
helping to bring together two wonder-
ful people, Ben Schumaker and Abha 

Thakkar, the current editor of the North-
side News. They met when Ben was the 
TimeBank’s	first	 intern.	Now	Abha	and	
Ben are married with a daughter.

The Dane County TimeBank now has 
almost 3,000 members around Dane 
County, and people around the world 
look to us for support and guidance. 
We’re starting to pioneer some new 
ideas, like Neighbor-to-Neighbor Care 
Teams and Mutual Aid Networks. We 
hope you and other Northsiders will be 
part of it for a long time to come.

Timebank 
turns 10

TimeBank members building community over the years. To join the TimeBank now, visit danecountytimebank.org or 
call 663-0400.
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kemble4district18.com
Kemble4District18 b kemble4district18@gmail.com

Vote
APRIL 7

Rebecca Kemble’s 
caring, committed and 
cooperative vision:

EDUCATION   Building 
more collabo ration between 
Madison schools and the 
city, to ensure all our students, including special needs and 
at-risk students, get the resources they need to succeed. 

JOBS   Working to create jobs for Northsiders. With the 
support of neighborhood leaders, we will develop a community 
jobs program targeted at creating and attracting locally owned 
businesses on the Northside.

HOUSING   Support for working families; investing resources 
to northside families to stabilize neighborhoods. Partnering 
with Madison schools, we can develop a pilot program for the 
Northside that focuses on complete support for students and 
their families, to keep them in their homes.

REBECCA IS PROUD TO HAVE THE SUPPORT OF:
Representative Chris Taylor b Representative Terese Berceau b Representative Lisa Subeck

District 18 County Supervisor Michele Ritt b District 18 Alder Anita Weier
Former District 18 County Supervisor Dorothy Wheeler

South Central Federation  of Labor, AFL-CIO b AFSCME-PEOPLE b Madison Teachers Inc.
Democratic Party of Dane County b Four Lakes Green Party b Progressive Dane

Over 250 District 18 residents and counting!

Authorized and paid for by Friends of Rebecca Kemble, Michele Ritt treasurer

Northside Rising
COMMON COUNCIL b DISTRICT 18
Kemble

Rebecca

Rebecca flanked by 
District 18 Dane 
County Supervisor 
Michele Ritt and 
retiring District 
18 Madison Alder 
Anita Weier

By Lauri Lee
Northside Business Association

Headaches and sciatica (leg pain) both 
played a key role in the birth of Madi-
son Chiropractic North, which in April 
celebrates its 35th anniversary and hon-
ors Dr. Brent McNabb’s retirement from 
the clinic. Launched in 1980 as Family 
Chiropractic by Dr. Ross Royster and 
Dr. McNabb, they wanted to help people 
enjoy good health and provide relief to 
those in chronic pain. Throughout the 
years, both doctors have been commit-
ted to helping others and responding to 
opportunities as they arose. Their impact 
spans the globe from the local Northside 
community to Latin America.

Brazil is where the story begins and 
continues over the years. McNabb and 
Royster met while serving as Peace 
Corps volunteers in Brazil after gradu-
ating college in 1972. McNabb worked 
in Brazil on community health proj-
ects with a young medical doctor, Dr. 
Sira Borges, from 1972–75. During 
this time, McNabb’s mother, Dr. Betty 
McNabb, a doctor of chiropractic, vis-
ited Brazil to treat people in the com-
munity. While there, she treated Borges’ 
mother, who had chronic headaches and 
sciatica. Borges was impressed that, 
from this introduction to chiropractic, 
her mother had found the fi rst relief 
from pain in months. Life transforma-
tional for McNabb, he decided to be-
come a chiropractor. 

In 1975, Betty McNabb also introduced 
Royster to chiropractic. In 1976, both men 
attended Palmer College of Chiropractic 
in Davenport, Iowa. In spring 1980, wit 

chiropractic degrees in hand, they headed 
to Madison to start their business, which 
opened Feb. 2, 1981. 

In 1985, Borges came from Brazil for 
a visit. She was impressed to witness 
fi rsthand what her friends were able to 
do with chiropractic and invited them to 
practice with her in Brazil. They respond-
ed to this opportunity and their business 
went international, more than 5,000 
miles away, back to Brazil. Throughout 
1986 and 1987, McNabb and Royster ro-
tated three-month stints — one in Madi-
son and one in Brazil. 

By the end of 1987, Borges decided the 
time had come for her to be a chiropractor. 
McNabb and Royster connected Borges 
with Palmer College, which provided her 
with a scholarship. The doctors enlisted help 
from Wisconsin Chiropractic Association 
chiropractors throughout the state to help 
support Borges and her four sons while she 
completed her degree. After graduating in 

the early 1990s, Borges went back to Brazil 
to establish a Brazilian Chiropractic Asso-
ciation with two other doctors. 

In the mid-1990s, Feele University 
in southern Brazil contacted Borges to 
start the fi rst chiropractic school in Latin 
America. McNabb and Royster again 
called on Palmer College, which helped 
start the fi rst class of doctors and physical 
therapists as students in a two-year course. 
The professors fl ew in from Palmer Col-
lege. In 2000, when the fi rst 28 students 
graduated, McNabb and Royster fl ew to 
Brazil for the festivities. Some of these 
graduates later became professors for the 
full fi ve-year course, which is similar to 
medical training. Today, there are more 
than 700 doctors of chiropractic in Brazil, 
with two university-based schools and 
about 700 students. Two of Borges’ sons 
are now chiropractors, as is a nephew. 
Her daughter-in-law is currently in chiro-
practic school. 

Meanwhile, back home, McNabb and 
Royster love the Northside. “We sup-
port the Northside in various ways,” said 
Royster. “From annual food drives to 
contributing to Northside nonprofi t orga-
nizations, we try to help in any way we 
can.” Both doctors were founding mem-
bers of the Northside Business Associa-
tion, and Royster served as the organiza-
tion’s president in the early 1990s. 

Madison Chiropractic has supported 
the Northside News since the very begin-
ning. They’ve advertised in every edition 
and Royster has also written the Health 
Tips column. “It’s been a privilege to 
write for the Northside News and watch 
the newspaper grow a sense of commu-
nity over the years,” said Royster. 

McNabb might be retiring from the Madi-
son Chiropractic North clinic but, certainly, 
not from helping others. “I plan to lecture 
on a speaking tour to Mexican chiropractors 
and help young graduates gain business ex-
perience, said McNabb. “There is no clinic 
model for them to follow about how to open 
a clinic and make it work.”

McNabb’s door sports a sign that sum-
marizes his philosophy and that of Madi-
son Chiropractic in a nutshell, “We make 
a living by what we get but a life by what 
we give.” Happy 35th Anniversary to 
Madison Chiropractic North and a ful-
fi lling retirement for Dr. Brent McNabb. 

Madison Chiropractic North is located 
at 2205 N. Sherman Ave. Dr. Daniel So-
derholm joined the clinic in 2005 after 
24 years of practicing in Madison, and 
Dr. Justin Rodriguez started in 2008. The 
phone is 244-0044 and the website is 
www.madisonchironorth.com. 

Impact of Madison Chiropractic North doctors spans the globe

From left to right: Dr. Daniel Soderholm, Dr. Ross Royster, Dr. Justin Rodriguez, 
and Dr. Brent McNabb of Madison Chiropractic–North.
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