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By Hope Saadaoui
Vera Court Neighborhood Center

Vera Court Neighborhood Center is host-
ing their annual Baseball and BBQ fundrais-
er on Tues, June 30 at the Warner Park
Shelter. The tailgate starts at 5:30 pm and the
game is at 7:05 pm. All funds contributed
through voucher sales will go toward chil-
dren/youth programming at the Vera Court
Neighborhood Center.

Single vouchers are $15 dollars, Family
Vouchers for four people are $40 dollars and
a Corporate Picnic Table Voucher for 10
people is $200 dollars. Vouchers include a
full BBQ tailgate meal and a Madison
Mallards ticket. 

Purchase vouchers at the Vera Court
Neighborhood Center,614 Vera Court ,or  our
booth on Sundays at the Northside Farmers
Market from now until Sun., June 28. For
more information please call 246-8372. 

By Sue Morrison
On Saturday, June 27 Rhythm and

Booms will again brighten the night with
music and fireworks. Northside Community
Council will start the day with a traditional
bike parade at noon followed by a piñata
party at Warner Park. Join the parade, with
your decorated bike/trike/wagon or just
walk. The parade starts by the bingo tent,
next to the colorful Warner Park shelter.
Join us for BINGO from 1:30 pm to 6:30
pm. This is the group’s fundraising event.
We are continuing to raise money for the

future Warner Park pool.
On April 11, the group held their

final annual Easter Egg Hunt. The cost
of holding the free event had become
too much for the group to continue.
The Northside Community Council
would like to thank all the support
received in the 40 years of the Easter
Egg Hunt — volunteering, donations
of prizes, wonderful mascots. The last
few years, the biggest thanks goes to
the Northside Business Association for
providing real hand-dyed eggs.

Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 7:30am-5:30pm

Tuesday 7:30am-7:00pm
Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm

Sunday Closed

By Dorothy Borchardt
Mark your calendars! On Sat., Aug.

29 join us for the 5th Annual Pounding
the Pavement for the Warner Pool.
This event is sponsored by Warner
Park’s Circle of Friends (CoF). Walk
around the Warner Lagoon to raise
funds and awareness for Madison’s
second pool, slated to be in Warner
Park.  

Don’t be left out! Make sure your
neighborhood, business, family and
friends are listed on the 2009 walk tee
shirt. All it takes is 10 walkers to form
a team.  The cost is $10 for each team
member. Teams must be registered and
have paid the $100 by Aug. 1.  Once
your team is registered, you can con-
tinue to add to your team right up to
the time of the walk but they can’t be
counted as additional team members

after Aug. 20. Go for the largest team
and win the traveling trophy!

Don’t have a team? Not to worry,
you can still participate. Register right
up to the time of the walk!

For more information and registra-
tion forms stop in at the Warner Park
Community Recreation Center or go to
our new web page at
friendsofwarner.com or email dbor-
chardt1@charter.net

Remember to patronize the sponsors
of the CoF walk and golf outing.  Shop
the Northside!

Save money and help the Circle of
Friends. Sign up for a Pierce’s Market
Club Card & designate WPCRC Circle
of Friends  #1273 as your choice. Use
your card every time you shop.  Sign
up in person or on line at: piercesmar-
kets.com

Great frustration led to a great 
solution for former Northsider

What do you do when your favorite
past-time is ice-fishing and your great-
est frustration is re-rigging your lure?
For 49-year-old Ben Hobbins, a former
Sherman Elementary and East High School
student, you design a better way. The most
common lure used by sport fishermen is an
inexpensive soft plastic version that almost
always ends up at the bottom of rivers and
lakes. When these lures are cast or bitten by
a fish, they easily detach from their hook.
Hobbins hated rebaiting hooks in zero-
degree weather, so he set out to use his
biotech career background to invent
IronClads, a lure that is stronger and more
ecologically friendly than soft plastic. The
lure’s innovative technology helps it sustain
93 pounds of tensile strain, yet remain soft,
supple and retain life-like action.  The
“LockOnTM” feature permanently locks
lures to hooks and lure sets. 

Hobbins’IronCladsTM Soft Bait
Brand won the Popular Science maga-
zine Top 10 Invention Award for
2009.The magazine selected 10 inven-
tions that “best represent the spirit of
homegrown ingenuity and solve real-
world problems in a practical and
innovative way.” His invention is more

than extra-strong — it’s also eco-
friendly and nontoxic. Other lures are
ingested by fish or disintegrate over
time releasing harmful phtalates and
other petrochemicals into the water.
Hobbin’s invention not only helps
sportsmen catch more fish, it also
saves the environment and fish stocks. 

Hobbins currently resides in
Waunakee and is the son of Annie and
Larry Stuart, owners of Annie’s
Garden Bed and Breakfast on
Madison’s Northside. 

Ben Hobbins, a former Northsider,
won Popular Science magazine’s
Top 10 Invention Award
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Pounding the pavement for Warner pool

The Grandmas and Gremlins team will walk Aug. 29 to raise funds and
awareness for the Warner Park pool

Ben Hobbins receives invention award

Baseball and BBQ fundraiser on June 30

Northside Community Council activities held before
Rhythm and Booms on June 27
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FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Steaks       Roasts
Poultry       Deli    

Special Cuts & Special Orders
Carryout Lunch      Dinners

Jim’s MEAT
MARKET

The Northside’s Friendly Little Market

Serving Some of Madison’s 
Finest Meat & Seafood

1436 Northport Drive 244-8600
Located across from Warner Park

By Kelly Olson
Madison Ice Inc., owners and opera-

tors of Hartmeyer Ice Area announces
the Summertime Jam Benefit on July
11 at Hartmeyer Ice Arena.

The purpose of The Summertime Jam is to
educate the community about Hartmeyer’s
exceptional programs and opportunities,
raise money for future programs within the
community, provide funds for future ren-
ovations of the rink and have fun!

MB3 and the Excellos are two local
bands that have donated their talents to
provide this event with some fabulous
“Rock and Soul” entertainment.

A $10 donation will be requested at the
door and all who attend must be at least 21
years old or accompanied by an adult. Food
and beer sales will be provided.

In addition, there will be a silent auction.
The following items have been donated:
Badger Hockey tickets (Four with a parking
pass), a basketball signed by Bo Ryan,
Children’s size inline skates, a Coach purse,
pedicures and manicures form a master
designer at The Ultimate Spa & Salon, gift

certificates from Benvenuto’s, computer
repair service certificate, drawings from a
local artist, do-it-yourself pedicure basket,
hand knitted items, teeth whitening treat-
ment, cookbooks and a queen sized quilt.

If you are interested in donating silent
auction items, purchasing an ad banner to

promote your business, sponsoring this
event or volunteering please contact
Kelly Olson Director/Event Coordinator
at 220-0029 or kelly29@charter.net. 

Currently many people and businesses
made a financial commitment or an in-
kind donation to support Hartmeyer Ice
arena. Special thanks to Dave
Medenwald, Pat and Joann Ryan, Tamela
Steele, John Wheeler, Scott and Bonnie
Stegmann, Marc Breitnauer, Marcel
Dubois, John and Linda Boxrucker,
Carpets Plus, True Value at Northside
Town Center, Benvenuto’s, Sutter’s Gold
Metal, Austad and Son Inc., Slice’s Bar
and Grill and Dentistry for Madison.

Hartmeyer appreciates those who
continue to keep a great community
resource vibrant.

By Amy Mondloch
May 12 marked the graduation of

seventeen developing leaders and
coaches in the twelfth Grassroots
Leadership College General
Semester.

Graduates in the most recent
group are fighting to save Drumlin
Farm from development, drawing
attention to the plight of homeless
members of the GLBTQ communi-
ty, increasing involvement in the
Dane County Timebank, providing
respite to teenagers in difficult fam-
ily situations and much more.  

The Grassroots Leadership
College teaches community organ-
izing and leadership skills using a
coach and developing leader project
based approach.  Over the course of
a four month semester coaches and
developing leaders learn how to
conduct meetings, transform con-
flict, raise funds, work with volun-
teers, and much more.

Developing leader graduate
Florenzo Cribbs said of his experi-
ence in the GLC “What we have
here is something that if nothing
else it changes our environment.  It
changes the world.”

Grassroots Leadership College
coaches and developing leaders are
regular folks.  They are neighbor-
hood association members, home-
less people, professionals, students,
and former prisoners.  They come
from across the greater Madison
area with ideas to make their com-
munities better places to live.  The
GLC supplies training led by some
of Madison’s most talented volun-
teer faculty and gives ongoing sup-
port to both coaches and developing
leaders.

Coach Jacque Pokorney spoke
about the GLC like this, “It is one of
the better things that I’ve ever done
in my life.  Just knowing that the
motto is everyone a teacher, every-
one a learner, everyone a leader, it
rings true with what I’ve always felt
in my life.” Pokorney went on to
say “It’s just been amazing all the
connections that have been formed
since the GLC started that are help-
ing me be a better leader.”

The Grassroots Leadership College is
now accepting applications for the Fall
2009 semester.  Application materials are
online at www.grassrootsleadershipcol-
lege.org or by calling 441-0085.
Applications are due Aug. 3. 

Northside volunteer
opportunities for
Meal on Wheels

By Heather Melms
Learn about volunteer opportunities to

keep seniors and people with disabilities
independent. Our programs include: run-
ning errands, grocery shopping or lawn care
through Chore Corp, volunteer driver for
Evening Meals on Wheels, companion as a
Friendly Visiting volunteer and more. The
orientation is free and open to the public.

* Please note: we need Northside evening
Meals on Wheels volunteers, especially
Wednesday night. Meals are delivered
Monday- Friday evenings between 4:30-6 p.m. 

Meals can be picked up at one of
several locations, including the East
side and Monona. Volunteers pick up a
meal bag with 8-12 meals and deliver
to the people on their route. Detailed
information and turn by turn directions
to each house are provided. Routes
generally take an hour to deliver.

Volunteers must attend a volunteer orien-
tation and Evening Meals on Wheels train-
ing session (held at the same time) before
delivering their first route. We also perform
background checks on new volunteers. This
is a great volunteer opportunity for families.

ORIENTATION SESSIONS

June 3 & 17, July 1 • 11 a.m.
The Gardens, 602 N. Segoe Rd

June 9 & 23, July 7 & 21 • 5 p.m.,
Independent Living Offices

815 Forward Dr.

July 15 & 29 • 12:30 p.m.
The Gardens, 602 N. Segoe Rd.

Please RSVP to Amanda, the Volunteer
Services Program Manager, at (608)274-
7900, email volunteer@indepenliving.com
or visit www.indepenliving.com.

Hartmeyer Ice Arena jamming in the summertime

Summertime Jam Benefit
July 11

GLC celebrates
and looks to the
future

The Grassroots Leadership
College and the Mazomanie
Regional Heritage Center are team-
ing up to support grassroots organiz-
ing with the Hula Hoopla, a fun fami-
ly event featuring hula-hooping con-
tests, a hoop-a-thon, hooping les-
sons, local vendors, and lots more.

The Hula Hoopla, which will be
held in downtown Mazomanie on
Sun., Sept. 13 directly following the
Wild West Days Parade, will feature
the world’s largest hula-hoop. A lucky
hooper will be breaking the world’s

record that afternoon.
People can get involved in the

hoopla by creating a team, hooping
as an individual, making a donation,
or volunteering for the event. Bus
transportation from Madison is being
arranged. For more information,
check out www.grassrootsleader-
shipcollege.org or call 441-0085.

Funds raised will be used to sup-
port the Mazomanie Regional
Heritage Center and the Grassroots
Leadership College.

“Hula Hoopla” to support
GLC, grassroots organizing



By Lorie Walker
The Northside News

It was a year for great beginnings,
1959. “Bozo the Clown” premiered on
TV; the Soviet Union’s Luna-2 was the
first spacecraft to land on the Moon;
Barbie Doll debuted; and the
Brentwood Village Association was
founded in Madison, Wisconsin.
Sadly, Bozo is no longer with us; glad-
ly, the Soviet Union no longer exists;
and oddly, Barbie does. Things come
and go, but great neighborhood associ-
ations stand the test of time, as evi-
denced by Brentwood’s 50 years.

That’s right! The Brentwood Village
Association is celebrating its 50th
anniversary. It was originally founded
as a homeowners’ association on May
12, 1959, when a group of neighbors
met at Sherman School to plan social
and civic activities. According to
Barbara Weitz, current board president
and Paul Rusk, former board presi-
dent, BVA may be the longest continu-
ously operating neighborhood associa-
tion in Madison.

The Brentwood Village Association
is dedicated to improving the quality
of life in the neighborhood. It pro-
motes a sense of community, provides

a recognized ‘voice of the neighbor-
hood’ to the City of Madison, and
works with other neighborhood associ-
ations to support policies and deci-
sions to preserve the unique character
of the Northside. BVA was among the
founding member organizations of  the
Northside Planning Council in 1993,
and remains a strong and active sup-
porter of NPC.

Warner Park, the north and west
boundary of the neighborhood, has
seen many improvements, in part
thanks to the BVA. Early on, the asso-
ciation successfully lobbied for recre-
ation fields and picnic areas for fami-
lies; later they championed construc-
tion of the Warner Park Community
Recreation Center. BVA supports
Warner Park as a site for the second
pool in Madison and encourages ongo-
ing park improvements. 

BVA is involved in numerous out-
reach activities, including an annual
food and clothing drive supporting the
food pantry at St. Paul Lutheran. At
their annual holiday party last year, they
gathered at St. Paul Lutheran Church
not just for a wonderful meal, but also
to help wrap packages of food that were
gifts for 600 Northside seniors.

For a number of years BVA has con-
tributed several hundred dollars to the
Emergency School Funds at Emerson
Elementary and Sherman Middle
Schools .  These funds provided emer-
gency aid to neighborhood school chil-
dren in need of assistance.

BVA has also established a Landlord
Liaison Committee that works with
landlords and City officials to address
concerns about the rental housing in
the neighborhood and is attempting to
engage tenants in efforts to improve
the neighborhood.

Jolena Presti, past board president,
tells the Northside News, “It is an
exciting time for the Brentwood
Village neighborhood as we have a
diverse bunch of neighbors – diverse in
all aspects. It is great to attend neigh-
borhood events with residents who
have been living in Brentwood Village
for almost as long as it has been in
existence alongside newcomers – most

predominantly young families and
empty-nesters. It is really fun to have
such a diverse group of neighbors all
interested in maintaining a high quali-
ty of life in Brentwood Village and
Madison’s Northside!”

The Association recently received a
commendation and commemorative
plaque from the City Council. The
plaque, now displayed at Warner Park
Community Recreation Center, is a
great reminder of the amazing work
and longevity of this organization.

A half-century of longevity,
achieved through the efforts of many
who cared enough and were willing to
put forth the efforts required to accom-
plish great things - this is Brentwood
Village Association. The neighbor-
hood welcomes you and hopes that
you will be warmed by the spirit of
community and cooperation that pre-
vails here. 

NEIGHBORHOOD

Brentwood residents led a neighborhood food drive in late 2005.

We have all your vehicles needs covered!

241-0777 1423 Northport Dr.

NORTHPORT
SHELL STATION

Gas Available 24 Hours with Card

Full service gas is available! Outside windows
washed and tire pressure and, fluids checked! 

An extra charge is added for full service.

From fill ups to fix ups, 
we are your Northside vehicle specialists!

Store & service hours:

Monday-Friday
6:30am-7pm

Saturday
7am-7pm

Sunday
7am-7pm

Now Available!
Wine

Wollersheim • Franzia • Beringer
Yellow Tail • Robert Mondari 

Specialty BBeer
Ale Asylum • New Glarus Brewing

Leinenkugel • Capital Brewery
Blue Moon Brewing

Plus:
Our 4-pack beer starts at $1.90
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By Char Tortorice
President, Lake View Hill Neighborhood Association

As the days get warmer and summer
is on the horizon, thoughts turn to the
LVHNA annual Picnic In The Park.
This year the popular event will be a
bit later, closer to the middle of sum-
mer, on Sun., July 26th from noon-
2pm. in what the Parks Department
calls Lake View Heights Park but we
all know as Sunfield Park (1621
Sunfield).  Once again, we will pay
homage to the venerable hot dog with
the Association providing dogs of all
kinds: regular hot dogs, veggie dogs,

chili dogs, cheese dogs and corn dogs,
plus lemonade, condiments, paper
cups/plates and utensils.  Neighbors
are asked to bring a dish to share and
a donation of non-perishable food for
a Northside food pantry.  Those want-
ing to keep things “green” are encour-
aged to bring their own reusable
plates, cups and utensils.  Portable
chairs are also great back-savers.
Come on out, enjoy the taste of sum-
mer, see old friends, meet new neigh-
bors and revel in being part of the best
neighborhood in Madison. 

Contact 249-8052 for more infor-
mation.

NNeewwss ffrroomm LLaakkee VViieeww HHiillll 
NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd AAssssoocciiaattiioonn

Westmont Law
Offices, S.C.

1837 Aberg Avenue
Madison, WI  53704

608.244.9494
Westmont@westmontlaw.net

General Practice 
Law Firm

7:00 am–5:00 pm
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Brentwood Village Association:
Celebrating 50 Years of neighborhood 

activism and involvement, 1959 - 2009

Brentwood Village Association Meetings & Events
Association Quarterly Meeting - July 27, 6:30 pm, Warner Park Center

Neighborhood Picnic – August date to be determined
Association Quarterly Meeting – Oct. 26, 6:30 pm, Warner Park Center

Neighborhood Food Drive – November date to be determined 
Neighborhood Holiday Dinner – December date to be determined



flooring installers, cleaning services,
photographers, professional writing
services, accountants and others.

Thinking about quitting your job and
joining the legions of Northsiders
operating a business in their home?
These Northside entrepreneurs have
some pearls of wisdom to share.

Know Yourself
Jim Franck plunged into self-

employment 13 years ago when a
merger made his corporate marketing
job dissatisfying. Over the years, he
has engaged in different marketing
specialties, and now Franck &
Associates jumpstarts client website
traffic with targeted Internet marketing
strategies.

His advice: “If you’re thinking about
self-employment, know that it’s not
always easy. You have to do a self-
assessment. Do you have the discipline
to work every day? Do you have a
viable skill or product? Is there a mar-
ket for what you do? Can you handle
working long hours? Can you face a
huge amount of rejection? You can
make a lot of presentations and pro-
posals and not get a sale.”

Make a Plan, but Expect
Changes

Jerry and Robyn Kempfer launched
a photography studio in 1996 and built
their Northside home to accommodate
this business, now called Northern
Light Portrait Studio. The pair estab-
lished two more businesses, Day Maid
Cleaning Services and Capital City
Cookies. The businesses have their
own seasonal sales trends and so com-
plement each other to provide stable
income. They also mean 12- to 16-
hour days.

“We both enjoy the independence
that self employment offers but we
are also used to the pressure that
comes with it. Being able to change a
business strategy is a must in the world
of small business,” said Jerry Kempfer.
“Now the economy is a huge weight
on our business, and we have had to
restructure our pricing to better fit the
current economic climate.”

Leverage Your Relationships
Jeffrey Affeldt began his entrepre-

neurial venture five months ago after
losing his communication design job
in a massive layoff. Because he had
long wanted to be independent, he
chose to start Arcus Communication
Design rather than seek another job.

He now strengthens client brands with
fresh graphic design and marketing
content for websites and paper-based
materials. 

A firm believer in the value of per-
sonal connections, Affeldt’s contacts to
freelancers and former work colleagues
have already generated leads and busi-
ness from as far away as Scotland.
Thanks to the Internet and the nature of
his work, his firm is not hindered by
geographic limitations. Instead, the
world is his market, “but I like working
best with local people from the
Northside,” he said. In fact, he is the
creative source behind the “Buy
Northside — Northside Pride” logo.

Understand Your Value
Terrie Anderson, who started her

educational product development firm
Terrie Anderson LLC five years ago,
initially struggled with pricing her
services to manufacturers of educa-
tional toys.  

“It takes self-confidence and a pas-
sion for the importance of your work to
be able to value your skills and experi-
ence enough to set fair prices for it,”
she said. “But I have learned that if
you set high standards and consistently
meet them, if you become the expert at
what you do and your customers know
that can rely on you to do your best,
they are willing to pay you well.”

Be Open to New Ideas
Lynette Jandl approaches her busi-

ness differently than many sole propri-
etors. She champions network market-
ing as a way to create revenues beyond
one’s own personal efforts. 

Jandl began a residential cleaning
business 43 years ago while still in
high school. Eleven years ago she was
introduced to the health supplement
Tahitian Noni Juice, and, enamored
when long-standing asthma problems
vanished, began her second business as
an Independent Product Consultant for
Noni products. At first skeptical of this
business model, she is now a true
believer. By engaging successfully in
network marketing, she now has the
largest Noni network in Madison of
the hundreds in the city. 

Word-of-mouth advertising gener-
ates all of Jandl’s cleaning services
business. However, she advocates net-
work marketing as a way to build and
democratize wealth. Her networks
generate revenue even when she is not
directly selling. Her advice is to find
good mentors whose experience can
help teach you. “With cooperation,
everyone thrives,” she said. 

Final Words
Freedom and control over time are

common themes that all of these
Northsiders identified as the benefits
of home-based business ownership. 

The Kempfers stated, “It is daunting
at times and is rarely relaxing being
self employed, but when it’s time to
retire, we can look back and know that
we did it all, the way we wanted to. In
short, we love the choice we made.”

Anderson added, “I believe the free-
dom to choose the clients I respect and
will enjoy working with, the way I
tackle a project, and the standards to
which I’ll hold it are job benefits that
outweigh a regular paycheck and job
security for me.”

RESOURCES FOR HOME-BASED BUSINESSES

The Northside home-based business owners profiled in the accompanying
article provided these resources for starting and sustaining an entrepreneur-
ial venture.

Local Resources
Dane County Time Bank – Use your time dollars to find a business coach,
business plan writer or other professional to help you with your business.

Small Business Development Center at the University of Wisconsin
(http://exed.wisc.edu/sbdc/) – courses for start-ups and established firms.

Favorite Websites
www.legalzoom.com   Lots of free legal information for starting a business
www.startupnation.com Articles, advice, services and more
www.marketsplash.com Low-cost business cards & other promotional items
www.bnet.com Articles on sales, marketing, strategy

Organizations
www.sba.gov   Small Business Administration site
www.greatermadisonchamber.com Madison-area Chamber of Commerce
www.nbamadison.com Northside Business Association
www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/1970218/ Madison Northside SOHO Group

(for small office & home office Northsiders)

COVER STORIES

00

North Gate
1193 N. Sherman Ave. 242-0000

High Point Center
7475 Mineral Point Rd 833-8668

Best
of Madison
2004-2008

voted

- Madison Magazine
- The Isthmus

www.frugalmuse.com

Hours
(both locations)

Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm
Sun. 10am-5pm

cont. from page 1
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Northside Community Council

Rhythm && BBoom
Events

Noon
Bike PParade &&
Pinata PParty

1:30-6:30 PM

Bingo
At Bingo Tent 

(Near colorful shelter house)
Scott Fritz

(608) 335-9186

Removal,
Pruning 
& Storm 
Damage
Emergency   
Services

Stump 
Grinding

Guaranteed Quality Services
Commercial & Residential

Fully Insured

Free Estimates
In Dane County

Snow Removal

F R I T Z ’ S
Tree Service

Support our Northside businesses!
Check out page 5 for Buy Northside participating businesses!

June 12 thru 28

Northside Home
Based Businesses

Unite!
If you work out of a small

office or home office on the
Northside and would like to
connect with other “SOHO”
owners to exchange ideas
and resources, and maybe

consider forming an 
ongoing informal support

network, then check out the
new Madison Northside

SOHO Group at
www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/1970218



resources and neighborhood schools,
and neighborhood and personal safety. 

We look forward to working with
City agencies and staff, our fellow
Northsiders, community groups, and
others as we move toward implement-
ing the plan’s recommendations.”

Steering Committee outreach to the
community has included a number of
events and activities such as four Open
House events where neighborhood res-
idents, business owners, community
organization representatives, and oth-
ers learned about the plan and shared
their comments. In addition, a small
group of artists, designers, and resi-
dents interested in issues of art and
design came together for the Northside
Art & Design Charette to draft poten-
tial streetscape solutions to highly vis-
ible gateway locations such as both
Warner Park entrances, Northport
Drive and Packers Avenue medians
and street terraces, North Sherman
Avenue, and Warner Beach. 

Snapshots of the draft plan are high-
lighted online at: http://www.cityof-
madison.com/neighborhoods/north-
sideplan/index.cfm

Plan Adoption
The plan is scheduled to be finalized

by the Steering Committee in early
June, and a resolution to adopt the plan
will be introduced to the Common
Council in late June. The resolution
and plan will be referred to a number
of City Committees and Commissions
for review and recommendation begin-
ning in June and continuing through
August. 

Recommended changes to the
Northside Neighborhood Plan by
Boards and Commissions will be taken
into consideration at a Plan
Commission meeting. The Plan
Commission will review recommend-
ed changes by Boards and
Commissions and deliberate on the
final changes, if any, to the adopting
resolution and Plan. The Common
Council is the last official step to the
approval of the Plan: it is expected
that the Northport-Warner Park-
Sherman Neighborhood Plan will be
adopted in late summer.

The draft meeting schedule for the
plan review process will be posted on
the neighborhood plan webpage after
the first Common Council meeting in
June. The public may attend any of the
Committee and Commission meetings
and register to comment on plan rec-
ommendations that are pertinent to that
meeting’s area of concern.  

The plan is scheduled to be finalized
by the Steering Committee in June,
and a resolution to adopt the plan will
be introduced to the Common Council
in June. The resolution and plan will
be referred to a number of City
Committees and Commissions for

review and recommendation beginning
in June and continuing through
August. 

Implementation
The adoption of the NWS Plan is the

final step in the planning process. The
next step is the implementation of the
plan recommendations. The NWS
Neighborhood Plan has over 100 rec-
ommendations to improve the
Northside. Over the next 5-10 years,
City agencies and departments will
review the Plan to determine if
resources are available to carry out the
plan recommendations. The City
budget cycle, state and federal grants,
and/or leveraging funding with other
private projects will help in imple-
menting the desired activities and proj-
ects. Past planning processes have
had a successful track record with the
majority of projects funded over the 10
year implementation cycle.

In the case of recommendations that
the City alone cannot implement,
implementation will require a collabo-
rative undertaking between the City,
business and property owners, and var-
ious community and neighborhood
groups. Some of the recommendations
will also undergo a separate planning
process that includes public input, as in
the case of specific development proj-
ects or public improvements for which
City approvals are required. 

Funding for many recommendations
will be proposed by the relevant City
agency and considered within the
City’s annual capital and operating
budget process. In addition, $106,000
in funding from the City’s CDBG
Office is available for neighborhood
plan recommendations that serve peo-
ple of low to moderate incomes.
CDBG funds can only be used for cap-
ital, or bricks and mortar, projects, that
could not otherwise be funded through
a relevant City agency’s capital or
operating budget.

The Steering Committee is consider-
ing a few different categories of rec-
ommendations that may be eligible for
CDBG funds. The group’s draft list
includes gateway corridor enhance-
ments, community center improve-
ments and commercial kitchen incuba-
tor startup. The Steering Committee
will create a final, prioritized list,
which will be included in the adopting
resolution for the plan.

Keep Informed
Continue to visit the neighborhood

plan webpage, http://www.cityofmadi-
son.com/neighborhoods/northside-
plan/index.cfm, to keep informed
about the plan as it moves through the
City Committee and Commission
review and adoption process, and
implementation. Perhaps you will be
involved in helping to realize some of
the recommendations. 

Contact Linda Horvath for more
information at lhorvath@cityofmadi-
son.com or 267-1131.

Two Northside Businesses Win Wisconsin
Family Business of the Year Awards

By Mary Schumacher
Two Northside businesses were honored at the 2009 Wisconsin

Family Business of the Year awards ceremony on May 7. The
Northside TownCenter and Vogel Brothers Building Company were
two of six winners selected from 24 statewide nominees.

The Wisconsin Family Business of the Year Award was created to
celebrate the accomplishments and contributions of family busi-
nesses that make an impact on the Wisconsin business community.

The Northside TownCenter 
Special Award Winner – “Anchoring the Neighborhood”

Cousins David and Don Bruns are fourth-generation family mem-
bers running one of Madison’s oldest shopping centers. The Bruns
family and the center have spearheaded numerous community
events, fundraisers, and initiatives that have helped to make
Madison’s Northside community what it is today.

Caring about the community is part of the mission. “Our goal is
to help people reach their potential, and we do that by investing in
our community,” said Dave Bruns. 

Vogel Bros. Building Company
Special Award Winner – “More than a Family Business”

Not only has this family business become part of the fabric of the
southern Wisconsin community, they have created some of its
most recognizable buildings. With roots going back to 1875, Vogel
Brothers Building Company is headed by Peter Vogel, President,
and his father David Vogel, Board Chairman.

Vogel family members and staff have a history of serving their
community. In 1989 the company formed a charitable foundation
supplying 135 schools in Dane County with their “School Supplies
for Kids” program. Last year they provided $50,000 worth of
school supplies.

Responding to the honor, David Vogel said, “We’re very proud that
our company has maintained its integrity over the years. As my father
said, in life and in business, one needs to live in a posture of service. It
is my intent that our company will continue to do so.”

COVER STORIES
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NS Plan

General Dentists
Daniel C. McKinney 249-6511
Tanner McKenna 244-3410
Orthodontists
Steven D. Peterson 249-2990
William Bird 249-2990
Theresa L. Juhlin 249-2990

FAMILY DENTISTRY
New Patients

Welcome!

Serving Madison’s  Northside

Lakeview Office Building
1410 Northport Drive

(Next to Brennans)



development to take advantage of
commercial and industrial and resi-
dential space in town. We are taking a
look at what is needed on the
Northside.”

Oscar Mayer request is key to
proposed district

Oscar Mayer Foods, a division of
Kraft Foods Global, has asked that
City officials use a TIF to help support
a project in which the company would
replace 60-year old boilers with three
energy-efficient boilers. The new sys-
tem also may include exhaust gas
equipment that would capture heat
from the exhaust to be used to pre-
heat hot water for the plant. 

The equipment would cost
Kraft/Oscar Mayer $10 million, an
investment that would raise its tax
base by $3 million, according to the
company’s application to the City.
That would create a projected
$600,000 in TIF funds, which repre-
sent a discounted amount of taxes paid
over the maximum 27-year life of the
project, said Joe Gromacki, the City’s
TIF coordinator. 

According to the City’s adopted
guidelines, TIF assistance in Madison
is only used when the proposed devel-

opment would not occur “but for”
City assistance, an analysis that is cur-
rently underway for the Oscar Mayer
project.

TIF rules allow Madison to lend half
the proposed project value at the
beginning of the project, to be repaid
later from the gain in property taxes.
Half of that improvement value pro-
posed by Kraft/Oscar Mayer would be
$300,000, with the other half kept in
reserve, but the company has request-
ed a $400,000 loan. “They are eligible
for $300,000, so we have to ask the
Common Council to make an excep-
tion,” Gromacki added. Such loans
contain guarantees, so if the property
falls in value, the borrower would
have to pay. 

Oscar Mayer Plant Manager Kevin
Bacon said in a letter to Gromacki in
April that the energy-efficiency proj-
ect could better position the Madison
plant for future expansion. “The TIF
would contribute to long-term viabili-
ty of the Madison plant,” he added,
because it competes with other newer
Oscar Mayer plants around the nation. 

“The feeling is that if Oscar Mayer
invests in the boiler, they would stay
here longer,” Alder Schumacher said. 

The Oscar Mayer boiler project
would help protect the company’s bot-
tom line and the residents of Madison

cont. from page 1

TIF
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computers in use sets you to humming. 
Three employees of Lakeview

Branch Library who’ve been there
longest know about that feeling. 

“In some
ways, this place
is the neighbor-
hood’s living
room,” laughs
Katie Scharf,
who came to
Lakeview in
1996. When
asked what she
is most proud
of, she replied,
“That the community owns this
library. It doesn’t belong to anybody, it
belongs to everybody!”

That sense of ownership grew signif-
icantly when, in 2001, Northsiders
were challenged to raise $10,000 to
help pay for the expansion. When the
generous checks and childrens’
allowances were counted, we had
given more than twice that amount.

“I enjoy the fact that I’m working for
the general good,
rather than work-
ing to make
someone else
rich,” comments
Todd Pennew,
who sees his role
as “somewhere
between local
mailman and
bartender.” Any
family who
raised kids on
the Northside in the last 18 years,
appreciates Todd’s amazing ability to
remember names and the way he
makes every kid proud to be checking

out books.
M a r y

Fahndrich, a vet-
eran of 11 years,
is thrilled that the
library “is really
a community
meeting place.
It’s the one place
in the neighbor-
hood that every-
one is welcome
and they feel welcome.” Mary notes
that she sees lots more teens making
regular use of the library lately and
she’s glad that the patrons reflect the
diversity of the Northside.

One major change since 1959 is the
explosion of technology. The card cat-
alog is long gone. Reservable comput-
ers provide Internet access to thou-
sands. Formats for information and
entertainment are proliferating-and at
a time when budgets are tightening.

The expansion provides meeting
space and we use it well. A glance at
the scheduling book showed over 35
different groups have reserved meeting
space already this year, from resume
workshops and scrabble games to Fire
Station 10 and the Dairyland Walkers.  

Support YOUR Lakeview
Library.

Join the Friends of the Library,
participate in their quarterly
book sale. 

Remind alders that libraries
are resources that need to be
supported, especially in times of
economic stress. 

Come to programs, read Katie
Scharf ’s column in the
Northside News. 

And come check out a book,
movie, symphony, software…

cont. from page 1

Library

Number of Northsiders pro-
jected to use new library:
1959-8,500 
1966-10,000 

Gate count
2001-128,000
2008---205, 258

Items checked out
1959-36,460
1966-92,250
2001-210,888

2008-402,989
Patron Internet use
2000-6,000 sessions
2008-54,000 sessions

Meeting room use
2001-0
2008-450 to 500

Size of walls and shelves
2009-as wide as the 7 coun-
ties in the south central
library system

TIF, page15, next page

The Truth is in the Numbers

Drs. Brent McNabb, Ross Royster,
Dan Soderholm, Justin Rodriguez 
2205 North Sherman Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

244-0044

The computer stations available at Lakeview are one of the most popular
resources among both kids and adults, giving access to a world of informa-
tion far beyond the library walls. What a change from 50 years ago!
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Katie Scharf

Todd Pennew

Mary Fahndrich

Summer Activities
at the Library

Be sure and check out the
long list of summer activi-

ties for all ages at Lakeview
Library - see page 27.

On behalf of the Northside community, 
the NORTHSIDE NEWS extends our heartfelt

appreciation to the dedicated staff and 
Friends of Lakeview Library, past and present,

for 50 years of serving the Northside.
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DARE TO BE YOUHair Design
Hair Coloring
Hair Texturing
Hair Removal
Skin Care
Body Treatments
Massage
Nail Care
Conditioning Treatments

Hair Design
Hair Coloring
Hair Texturing
Hair Removal
Skin Care
Body Treatments
Massage
Nail Care
Conditioning Treatments

madisonserenitysalonanddayspa.com

S E R E N I T Y S A L O N A N D D A Y S P AS E R E N I T Y S A L O N A N D D A Y S P A

246-2002
madisonserenitysalonanddayspa.com Northside TownCenterNorthside TownCenter

NORTHSIDE ACTION ALERT
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who work there, Alder Rhodes-
Conway said. 

Potential benefits of Northside
TIF district

In addition to potentially helping
keep jobs on the Northside, benefits
for the Northside as a whole could
occur because City officials envision
broader improvements of infrastruc-
ture such as roadwork and landscaping
in a large swath of the area, in a strip
reaching along Pennsylvania Avenue,
Packers Avenue and Northport Drive
from First Street to Troy Drive. (SEE
MAP) 

Rhodes-Conway hopes that develop-
ment would be spurred by the district
formation, and that TIF money gener-
ated might be used for pedestrian and
bike access, METRO facility improve-
ments and beautification of the area. 

“The increments of value could be
spent on lighting, landscape improve-
ments, bike paths, and a whole list of
possibilities,” said Schumacher. 

For example, a stretch along
Northport from Packers to Troy Drive
is “a little shabby,” he added, and its
appearance could be improved so
potential investors might think of
locating a restaurant or other business
there. 

Blight may mean improve-
ment, not stigma

State law requires that at least 50
percent of the proposed TIF district
would have to be declared blighted, a
designation that might frighten proper-
ty owners. 

“Blight is an unfortunate choice of
words,” Cooley said. “It can be any-
thing from rundown to needs road-
work or light poles or something else.
It is a technical term as opposed to a
stigma.”

Gromacki said the blight designation
would not affect property values or
place a cloud on titles, and property
owners of “blighted” properties would
be notified of that finding. State legis-
lators included the requirement to
make sure TIFs were used only in
appropriate areas, he explained. A con-
sultant is now evaluating physical con-
ditions of property and infrastructure
in the area, to determine if the pro-
posed TIF district meets the blight
requirement.  

Almost all of the land in the pro-
posed district is in industrial, commer-
cial or office use, but the East Bluff
and Woodland Park residences had to
be included because the district must
connect without gaps. Schumacher
envisions results that would spur retail
and manufacturing businesses and the
filling of empty office space. 
“In a TIF district, you take a contigu-
ous area where there is blight or
investment opportunity that wouldn’t
happen unless you have the tax bene-
fits,” Schumacher said.

cont. from page 14

TIF

The proposed Northside TIF district is far from a done deal. The City
must first determine whether Oscar Mayer needs City assistance in
order to with the project. Presuming City analysis finds TIF funds are
needed, City TIF Coordinator Gromacki would like the Common Council
to consider the loan request from Oscar Mayer in June.

The four alders whose districts intersect the TIF district boundary are
planning a neighborhood meeting in mid-June to discuss the proposed
district. Contact your alder for more information.

If the Common Council approves the loan to Oscar Mayer, and the City
determines that the proposed district meets the blight requirement, the
Common Council would begin considering the creation of  the TIF dis-
trict and a project plan for the use of tax funds in August.

A public hearing on the TIF district would be held by the City Plan
Commission prior to Common Council action. The tentative date for the
public hearing is August 17, and the tentative date for Common Council
adoption is September 15.

The TIF also would have to be approved by the Madison School
District, MATC and Dane County, since it would affect their taxes for a
time.

Contact City TIF Coordinator Joe Gromacki at 267-8724 ext. 307
JGromacki@cityofmadison.com or your alder for more information on
the proposed Northside TIF district, formally known as TID #40.

What’s next with NS TIF?
Map of Proposed Northside TIF District
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Families interested in learning
more about building with Habitat
for Humanity of Dane County are
encouraged to attend a July infor-
mational meeting. Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County is
seeking several families for town
homes and single family homes
that will be constructed in the
Northside of Madison, Oregon
and Stoughton. To apply for a
Habitat home, applicants must
attend one of the following infor-
mational meetings to receive an
application:

Wednesday, July 8, 6:30 p.m.,
Boys and Girls Club, 4705
Jenewein Dr., off Allied Drive,
Madison

Sunday, July 12, 6:30 p.m.,
Warner Park Rec. Center, 1625
Northport Dr., Madison

For more information or for pro-
gram requirements, please con-
tact Habitat for Humanity of Dane
County at 255-1549, ext. 212 or
www.habitatdane.org.

NORTHSIDE HOME

Electrical needs? 
Call your neighborhood electrician!

No job too small!

Cross off your “honey-do” list!

Service upgrades
Panel changes
Code violations
Hot tubs
Furnaces
Ceiling fans
Remodeling
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Air conditioning
Phone
Cable TV
Computer wiring

Mark Blankenship
State Certified Master Electrician, Licensed & Insured

cell 212.1552 office 249.3373
Northside resident for over 35 years

Free estimates

Senior citizen 
discounts

NORTHSIDE
ELECTRIC
Quality Dependable

Ask us about
battery back-up

sump pumps.

Angie’s List
Super Service 
Award Winner

By Cheryl McCollum
Habitat for Humanity

A family building with Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County on land
located off Northport Drive and
Kennedy Road will close on their home
June 25. After several months of hard
work, the Melissa Yang family will be
the first family to close in the Northport
Drive community, where the Moose
Lodge was formerly located.

Yang will move into the home with
two of her children ages nine and one,
and her cousin Pa Dao Yang, who
watches and takes care of her children.
Pa Dao is a senior at DeForest High
School and has a one-year-old daughter. 

Yang said the biggest thrill of own-
ing her own home is that she has a per-
manent place to live and raise her fam-
ily. “I hate moving from place to
place. I hate having to pack and
unpack. It’s such a big stress, and
especially as a single parent every-
thing depends on you,” she said.
Yang is thrilled to realize her dream of
homeownership and is very grateful to
the volunteers who helped her build
her home. 

As part of the Habitat for Humanity
of Dane County program, Yang is
required to spend 300 hours building

her home. She has also taken several
courses preparing her for homeowner-
ship, including classes on budgeting
and how to maintain her home. After
Yang closes on her home, she will pay
Habitat for Humanity of Dane County
a monthly mortgage payment that will
equal 25 percent of her gross monthly
income. Habitat homes are sold to
partner families at no profit and are
financed with no-interest loans. To
learn more about Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County go to
www.habitatdane.org.

Habitat for Humanity of Dane

County purchased 5.8 acres of land off
Northport Drive last year. Plans are to
construct at least 20 affordable homes
and town homes on the site.
Construction on the four-unit town
home will be completed later this sum-
mer and construction will begin on
eight single-family homes later this
year. Plans for a yet-to-be determined
commercial business are being dis-
cussed for the corner of Northport and
Kennedy. If interested, please contact
Habitat for Humanity of Dane County
at 255-1549.
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First family to close on Northside Habitat for Humanity Home

Habitat for
Humanity 

seeks families
to build a home

Melissa Yang and her family are thrilled to realize their dream of home-
ownership. Their new home is located in Habitat’s Northside development
at Northport Drive and Kennedy Road.
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Support our Northside businesses!
Check out page 5 for Buy Northside participating businesses!

June 12 thru 28




