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1: My wife and I have lived on the
North side for 32 years and raised our
three children here.  As a member and
past president of both Downtown
Optimists and Madison Central Lions
Clubs, I served the youth and visually
impaired of Madison; as District
Diabetes Awareness chairperson for
Lions, I helped conduct two diabetes
workshops at Warner Park Com-
munity Recreational Center.

My wife and I are also members of
the Troy Community Gardens.

2: At present I would not advise
either cuts or increases in the Human
Services budget.  I'm still studying
aspects of this area, but I know that
there will be difficult choices to make.
No matter what these are, we must
take care of Dane County citizens who
need assistance.

3: Dane County economy is still
based on agriculture; a large portion of
our income comes from small farms,
corporate farms, and agri-business.
Anticipated increases in population
will mean more housing and new busi-
nesses - small and large - as well as
jobs. CARPC should be empowered to
oversee land development, to give tax
breaks and/or low interest loans to
small businesses, and to promote clus-
tering in hamlets as well as larger lots
for single-family homes in rural areas.

Land that is not suitable for housing
or agriculture should be purchased by
the County to be used as sanctuaries or
recreational areas; waterways must be
protected by establishing buffers
and/or sediment pools.

4: Increases in population and eco-
nomic progress demand multiple
transportation solutions. We must look
at all options; recent studies focused
primarily on solutions based on
increased use of the railways in our
area.  Other options, such as bus tran-
sit systems, received little considera-
tion. Bus systems, using bio-fuels or
hybrids, would be more mobile and
could reach all communities, in
Madison and throughout Dane
County, without massive changes in
existing infrastructures.  Multiple,
convenient transfer points - with plen-
ty of parking - would reduce traffic
pressure on the Isthmus. If the County
approves a referendum on the RTA as
it is now proposed, I'd consider it cost-
ly and impractical. I believe strongly
in planning and believe the RTA might
be considered a beginning, but not an
answer to our transportation issues.  I
also strongly support the consideration
of the Mendota Parkway Project.

Sal Al-Ashkar
Candidate for
District 18
Supervisor

1: Before I ran for county board, I
was a member of the NPC, and joined
two prominent boards: NESCO and
Friends of Troy Gardens. I also be-
came a reporter for the Northside
News when I interviewed and wrote
articles about prominent Northsiders. I
am passionate about environmental
issues such as preserving our green
spaces and protecting our lakes with
good land use policies. I have become
increasingly aware of safety issues in
our community and I feel keeping our
citizens safe is the primary role of
government, not only with effective
law enforcement, but with support for
the human services that meet basic
needs.

2: I am a member of the Health and
Human Needs Committee, one of the
standing committees working on these
issues. I see our budget strained to
capacity every year with the needs of
our citizens. There is more poverty in
Dane County than most people can
imagine which means that many peo-
ple are wanting for basic needs. I
would never vote to cut the budget for
human services!! In this latest budget,
our committee brought 17 amend-
ments that passed into the county bud-
get restoring positions and adding rev-
enue to some programs. We work very
hard to make our services better and
more efficient.

3: While the specific role of CARPC
is still being refined, citizens need to
give input to the commission demand-
ing the stronger review criteria be met:
1) prioritize infill and redevelopment,
2) eliminate the flexibility fac-
tors and 3) protect farmland. An
updated hydro-geological study
for Dane County that would
inform policy makers of the
impact on water quality of any
development must be accom-
plished to allow decisions to be
made on research-based infor-
mation.

4: I support the RTA being
established so that this entity can
coordinate all transportation
options with the needs of our cit-
izens. I think we need options
like light rail to take us into the
future with safety concerns and
pollution concerns from ever
increasing automobile travel.
Light rail will not be possible
without the federal govern-
ment’s assessment of its viabili-
ty before the necessary federal
funds will be forthcoming. A
sales tax increase would only be
approved if that idea passes a
referendum. With those safe-
guards in place, I confidently
voted in favor of the county res-
olution that moved this process
along.

Dorothy Wheeler
Candidate for
District 18
Supervisor

At Edward Jones, you’ll get more than respect. We’ll help
your business gain a financial advantage. Together, we can
design an individual program for your business, with the
kinds of tools and options you’ll really use, such as: 

� Business Credit Card with Rewards

� 401(k)s and Other Retirement Plans

� Insurance Programs

� Business Continuation Planning

� Wide Range of Investment Options and Strategies

Call your local financial advisor today.

YOUR BUSINESS DESERVES
THE SAME RESPECT YOU GIVE YOUR CUSTOMERS.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Specializing in New and Previously Owned
Luxury Condominium Homes
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Financing Available

13 Cherokee Circle, Madison, WI  53704

249-6417
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District 12
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Forum

March 18, 6:00 pm

Lakeview Library
Sponsored by the Northside Planning Council 

and Northside News

Feb. 19 Primary Election
Apr. 1 General Election

Polls open 7 am to 8 pm



1: Each budget session, I will care-
fully explore any and all cuts proposed
by the administration and other Board
members, using direct impact on our
students as my primary criteria.
However, my focus will be on working
to temporarily avoid divisive and
harmful cuts by supporting an operat-
ing referendum of sufficient size to
move us beyond merely conserving
the good in our district to providing
the programs and services our children
need and deserve. At the state level, I
will continue to work for school
finance reform and to push MMSD to
take a leading role in this area. The
madness has gone on too long.

2: I have been encouraged by the
Board’s recent return to the considera-
tion of equity and have great respect
for the work of the Equity Task Force.
Like the Task Force, I strongly support
a comprehensive Equity Policy that
includes but is not limited to resource
allocations. This has been a long
process and it is essential that in these
final stages we take the time to get it
right so that the enacted policy will

address all aspects of equity and can
be put into practice. This is too impor-
tant to settle for less than the best we
can produce.

3: Thanks to the leadership of Arlene
Silveira and the willingness of the cur-
rent Board members to work together,
I have become the grateful recipient of
a much-changed dynamic. I promise to
continue this cohesiveness. I have
already met with all current Board
members as well as Ed Hughes . I have
much to learn from their experience
and I look forward to working with
them to benefit all our schools. 

4: There is no doubt that our ele-
mentary schools, in particular, are the
major anchor for our neighborhoods.
Unless our neighborhoods recycle and
flourish we will lose the inner city
vibrancy that Madison needs. That is
why I take this opportunity to unequiv-
ocally state:” I will not vote to close
any elementary school.” In order to
accomplish this there must be a strong
partnership between the district and
the city. I support the district/city
council joint committee, which has
been transformed with new members
and ideas and I will also ask our new
Superintendent to work with the
Mayor to further this end. Forbes
Magazine recently named Madison
and the surrounding area as the second
best education location in the country.
I will do all I can to maintain this well-
earned reputation. 

1: Fortunately, it looks like the
Board will have a reprieve this year
from the necessity of significant bud-
get cuts. Probably not so for next year
– we may be looking at as much as a
$10 million deficit. Rather than con-
tinuing to slash at our services, I’m
inclined to support going to referen-
dum next year to seek approval to
exceed our spending caps so that we
can maintain existing programs. We
need to be pursuing efficiencies wher-
ever we can, but I am pessimistic that
there are $10 million in cuts that we
could make and still provide the quali-
ty of education that our community
expects. If we go to referendum and it
fails, I don’t know how I’ll approach
identifying the dramatic cuts that will
be necessary.

2: I am certainly committed to the
goal of providing all students the same
educational opportunities to succeed. I
am hopeful that we will be able to
move to an effective growth-based
assessment model that will permit us
to target our teaching efforts in a way
that will pay the biggest dividends,
even if that means that some schools
receive more resources than others. I
need to have a better understanding of

the specific programmatic implica-
tions of the proposed equity policy
before I can say how supportive of it I
am. 

3: It is critical for Board members to
work together cooperatively and
respectfully for all kinds of reasons. I
have served on boards before and I
think I can be effective in working
toward consensus on most issues. I’m
also used to working productively with
people with whom I disagree on par-
ticular issues. I’ve also learned that
issues are often not as clear-cut as they
might first appear, so I’ll try to remem-
ber that whatever position I’m advo-
cating at any particular time may well
turn out to be wrong. 

4: Our schools will be an economic
development catalyst so long as they
are perceived as providing high quali-
ty education to all students. The busi-
ness community and city officials can
help maintain this critical quality
dimension by urging support for the
referenda we are likely to need to pre-
serve reasonable funding levels. We
also need to ensure that Madison fam-
ilies with educational options view our
schools as capable of providing their
kids with the quality of education that
they’ll need to succeed, so that our
entire community stays invested in our
schools. Fortunately, our schools are
capable of providing that level of qual-
ity, and I will view it as my responsi-
bility to spread that message as broad-
ly and as vigorously as I can.

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE PROFILES

Did you wish
for a free
Birthday
Sundae?

Here’s a birthday wish 
come true: our free 

Birthday Sundae. Choose 
your favorite sundae on our menu.

You just have to prove it’s your
birthday, and children under 12

remember to bring in an adult. It’s
our way of wishing you a 

Happy Birthday.
(Dine in only.)

Culver’s of Madison - Northport
1325 Northport Drive Madison, WI  53704

(608) 242-7731

America’s favorites made fresh.
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Ed Hughes
Candidate for
School Board
Seat 7

Marj Passman
Candidate for
School Board
Seat 6

QUESTION 1: Given that State
funding reform is not likely anytime
soon, what areas of the budget do you
think need to be examined? When cuts
are inevitable, the process pits program
against program and school against
school. What will be your approach to
deciding what budget items to elimi-
nate or trim? 

QUESTION 2: You are likely to
vote on the district's new equity policy,
with the goal of assuring full access for
all students to the same educational
opportunities to succeed. High poverty
schools may need more resources than
comparable-sized schools elsewhere in
the district. What is your level of sup-
port for revising the equity policy and

your commitment to its implementa-
tion?

QUESTION 3: The dynamic of the
School Board changes every few years
and there seems to be an increased
effort on the part of members to work
together. What will you bring to the
Board that promotes cooperation and
unites members on difficult issues?

QUESTION 4: Schools provide a
major anchor for neighborhoods.
Mayor Cieslewicz called for stronger
partnerships between the district and
the city for the sake of the city's eco-
nomic health. What specific plans do
you have for better cooperation with
the city, and particularly with the new
Superintendent, to assure both entities
make sound decisions that impact the
entire community? How will you
assure our schools are an economic
development catalyst, not a hindrance? 

School Board
Candidates Questions

February 19 (Primary)
April 1 (General)

Polls open 7 am to 8 pm

Where to Vote on the Northside
Feb. 19 - Primary Election (County Board & Presidential)

Apr. 1 - General Election (County & School Board)

Ward District Location (All open 7 am until 8 pm)
22-23  18 Mendota Elementary School

4002 School Road (Main Entrance)
24 18 Lindbergh Elementary School

4500 Kennedy Rd. (Gym)
25 18 Black Hawk Middle School

1402 Wyoming Way (Learning Media Center)
26-29 12 Warner Park Community Recreation Center

1625 Northport Drive (Meeting Room)
30 12 St. Paul Lutheran Church

2126 N. Sherman Avenue 
(Fellowship Hall- enter off rear parking lot)

31 12 Sherman Middle School
1610 Ruskin St. (Gym - Wood Floor)

32 12 East High School
2222 E. Washington Avenue (Classroom Off 5th St.)

1-2 Maple Bluff Village Hall
18 Oxford Place

To find out your Madison ward, contact the City Clerk at 266-4601 or
go to http://www.cityofmadison.com/clerk/voter_query.cfm and type in
your address.



compromise for the Northside is his
main responsibility.

"This is not against the Mallards," he
said, referring to negotiations. "The
Mallards have success, and people
enjoy them. We do have to balance the
needs of Warner Park with the needs of
the community." The renovation cost
increase initially prompted him to
request an economic impact review.
He will continue to call for the review
if he feels negotiations require addi-
tional hard data.

Completing the renovations by 2009
is still not entirely impossible, but the
process of thoroughly examining all
issues will likely slow renovations. 

One sticking point to a possible
delay is the bleachers. A 2004 study
estimated that the bleachers would be
safe through the 2008 season. That
estimate may be extended for a few
more years, but Parks Division
Manager Si Widstrand must wait for
warmer weather to determine the
bleachers' current safety status.

About 65 people attended to two
January listening sessions called by
Satya Rhodes-Conway, District 12
Alder, and Schumacher. Many spoke
in favor of the renovation.

The 2007 Warner Park Stadium Ad
Hoc Committee identified several key
concerns about general stadium use by
the Mallards, many of which have yet
to be fully addressed. The proposal
handles noise abatement, a huge com-

munity concern, with a new speaker
system that increases the number of
speakers to diffuse sound through
lower volume distribution. Taller light-
ing posts are planned but should direct
light downward. For 2008, the
Mallards committed to providing off-
duty police officers to create safer
pedestrian and traffic conditions after
the games. The Mallards and
Northside TownCenter are also negoti-
ating parking for this year.

Rhodes-Conway said it is important
to keep in mind the Mallards renova-
tion is just one piece to consider for
Warner Park. The renovation must also
be placed in the "context of the larger
Warner Park plan" that includes the
potential pool, center expansion, park-
ing and other impacts.

There will be more opportunities for
public input as plans move through the
City government process. Renovations
plans will have to be approved by the
Urban Design, Parks, Public Works,
and Plan Commissions, the Board of
Estimates and the Common Council.

To view the architect's report, which
includes stadium plans and recom-
mendations from the Warner Park Ad
Hoc Committee, visit www.cityof-
m a d i s o n . c o m / p a r k s / d o c u -
ments/010208ConceptandBudgetRepo
rt.pdf. 

The Mallards will host 37 events in
2008, including the two-day
Northwoods League All-Star event.
The season opens on Thurs., May 29
against the La Crosse Loggers. Visit
www.mallardsbaseball.com. 

the children woke up to see snow on
the ground. “Linda was at the window.
She looked out and
said, ‘Mama, someone
spilled their sugar all
over the ground.’ I told
her to go pick up all
that sugar, and that I
would cook her some
sweet things, then she
saw what it was.”

Adjusting to life in a
new country did not
come quickly. Although
Veronica now speaks
English, she and
William spoke only
Nuer, Arabic and a little
Dinka upon arriving.
As is often the case
with newly immigrated
families, the children led the way to
the larger community.

Since moving to the Northside, the
family has thrived. They are well-
known in the neighborhood and have
many friends. William works in
Stoughton, building trailer homes.

Veronica works at Woodman’s East
grocery store. Chol, a freshman at East
High School, is active in basketball.
Nyataba, a sixth grader at Sherman
Middle School, reads three to five nov-
els a week. Both are honor roll stu-

dents and UW PEO-
PLE program partici-
pants. Nyantik is a
creative fourth grader,
and Linda a first-
grader reading well
ahead of grade level
at Lindbergh
Elementary School.
Nyajal attends Head
Start, where she
makes friends quickly
with her quick smile.

“I want to be a good
family,” says
Veronica. “For the
kids to finish school
and enjoy a good life,
better than we had.

We have a good life now. Here we
have what we come all the way across
the world to find. In Sudan, you don’t
have a choice. It is bad for you because
of religion. Here, we have found peo-
ple who also want good education for
our children, and we have friends and
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Badings

Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 7:30am-5:30pm

Tuesday 7:30am-7:00pm
Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm

Sunday Closed

Don’t FForget!
Spring is 

Heartworm Season.
Protect Your pet!

Sal Al-Ashkar
Listening To Us - Working For Us

On April 1ST

Vote for an INDEPENDENT voice
Vote for the 18TH District

VOTE SAL FOR SUPERVISOR!
Authorized and Paid for by SAL for Supervisor - Randy Kyle Treasurer

SAL has:
Lived in our county and our neighborhood for 32 years
Spent his professional life in agri-research and agri-business 
Co-founded and managed LULU'S - a Madison restaurant
Been active in supporting diabetes research in our area

SAL will:
Be independent - listening to and representing us - not a
downtown political group or special interests
Work for transportation solutions that work for everyone
Support public safety and the Sheriff's Department
Work to make Dane County government more effective and   
efficient - our tax dollars should do more!

Lake View Hill Neighborhood Association
Annual Spring Pizza Party

Thurs., Feb. 7, 6:30-8 pm 
Warner Park Community Recreation Center

Program: Michael Schumacher, Alder Linda Horvath, City of Madison
Department of Planning and Community and Economic Development, summarizing
the Northport-Warner Park-Sherman Neighborhood Plan Election of Officers

“Here we have friends
and good neighbors.”
~ Veronica, with Linda
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By Paul Heitmann
St. Paul Lutheran

Teenage girls throughout North
America will crowd hundreds of audi-
toriums, church sanctuaries and halls
this month to be a part of the first-ever
Girls of Grace Nation simulcast.

St. Paul Lutheran Church is hosting
the highly anticipated Girls of Grace
Nation, on Sat., Feb. 23 at 9 am to 3
pm — via satellite on Church
Communication Network (CCN).

The passionate vision of award-win-
ning recording artist Point of Grace,
this one-day conference will include
an all-star line-up of speaking and
musical talent LIVE via satellite on
CCN. Inspired by Point of Grace’s lat-
est album, the theme for 2008 will be
How You Live. 

Featuring speakers Shelley Breen,
Leigh Cappillino, Denise Jones,
Heather Payne, Susie Shellenberger,
Chris Wheeler and musicians Stellar
Kart, Barlow Girl, Group 1 Crew, and

Jaime Jamgochian — Girls of Grace
Nation offers teenage girls a day of
straight-talk, encouragement, laughter,
and music, not to mention personal
and spiritual growth.

Susie Shellenberger, featured speak-
er and author of Secret Power for Girls
and Girl Talk With God uses contem-
porary language, illustrations, and
humor to confront the problems of
identity, security, and self-esteem that
plague young women today. 

Featured speaker Chris Wheeler is a
wild-haired people-magnet creating a
memorable environment for passion-
ately communicating the truths of
God’s kingdom in fresh, simple and
creative ways. 

St.Paul is located at 2126 N.
Sherman Ave. about ¼ mile south of
Warner Park. To purchase tickets or
for more information about the confer-
ence, visit www.girlsofgrace.com or
call 244-8077. A simple lunch will be
provided for participants.

CHURCH

By Anne Tigan
Lakeview Lutheran

The labyrinth is an ancient pattern
found in many cultures around the
world. Labyrinth designs were found
on pottery, tablets and tiles that date as
far back as 5000 years. One feature
labyrinths have in common is that they
have one path that winds in a cir-
cuitous way to the center. Labyrinths
are currently being used as a way to
quiet the mind, recover a balance in
life, and encourage self-reflection,
insight, and stress reduction. The can-
vas labyrinth that will be available for
walking at Lakeview Lutheran
Church’s East Hall is a replica of the
medieval labyrinth from Chartres

Cathedral in France made of quarry
stone and inlaid into the stone floor in
the year 1201.

There will be a display of the
Chartres cathedral and labyrinth in
Lakeview’s East Hall. A finger
labyrinth will be in the church library
for those who are unable to walk the
labyrinth. Contact Anne Tigan, parish
nurse, at 244-6181 for more informa-
tion on the free walk open to the pub-
lic. 

Lakeview Lutheran Church is locat-
ed at 4001 Mandrake Road, just off
Northport Drive.

Labyrinth Walk 
Feb. 6-7, 9 am - 9 pm

Candlelight Healing Walk 
Feb. 2, 6:30 pm

Labyrinth walk coming to Lakeview

Protecting PPeople

Protecting TThe EEnvironment

Protecting OOur FFuture

Re-EElect
Dorothy WWheeler

Vote on April 1
Authorized and paid for by 

Dorothy Wheeler for County Board, Chuck Smalley, Treasurer

County Board District 18
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GGiirrllss ooff GGrraaccee NNaattiioonn:: LLiivvee vviiaa ssaatteelllliittee!!

By Paul Heitmann
St. Paul Lutheran

Senior Connections is a new public
service of Living In Community, Inc.,
located at 2126 N. Sherman Ave.
Living In Community will hold a
weekly luncheon on Thursdays begin-
ning Feb. 14, 11:30 am. After the
meal, seniors (55 or better) will have
breakout options which will include
learning how to use the internet and

email, crafts and prayer groups. Call
244-8077 with questions about the
luncheon.

Senior Connections will partner
with the Timebank to identify house-
hold chores and light maintenance for
seniors living in their own homes. A
future goal is the purchase of a 15 pas-
senger bus to help with senior trans-
portation needs. Join us as we initiate
and celebrate Senior Connections.
(See the ad on page 6.) 

Senior Connections to launch Feb. 14

The 2007 Madison Area CROP
Hunger Bike/Hike/Rock event held on
October 14 raised $82,883 for local
and global hunger programs, reports
Lynn Case of the sponsoring organiza-
tion, Church World Service. Fifty-
seven churches and groups and over
600 people participated in the event
despite the rainy day. 

More than $20,000 will be distrib-
uted to local groups. Independent
Living will receive $1,000 for its
evening and holiday Meals On Wheels
program and Second Harvest Food
Bank will receive $ 19,594 to distrib-
ute to 40 Dane County Food Pantries.

Amounts will be based on the average
number of households served per
month. 

Northside pantries receiving funds
include: Bashford UMC, Kennedy
Heights, Lakeview Lutheran, Living in
Community/St Paul Lutheran and The
River Food Pantry. Pantries will be
notified when the funds are available
at Second Harvest. 

The 2008 CROP Hunger Walk will
be held on Sun., Oct. 12, 2008. For
more information call the Church
World Service office at 222-7008. 

CROP walk benefits Northside food pantries



By Jan Axelson
Friends of Cherokee Marsh

From the observation platform in
Cherokee Marsh, you can see rows of
wire cages set out in a shallow bay along
the Yahara River. The cages and what
they protect are part of Madison Parks’
award-winning project to keep our
shoreline wetlands from floating away.

Conservation Resources Supervisor
Russ Hefty shared the challenges and
successes of the project in a recent pre-
sentation sponsored by the Friends of
Cherokee Marsh.

The project’s goal is to protect the
wetlands that border the Yahara River
north of Lake Mendota. The wetlands
absorb rainwater and help prevent
flooding on the lakes downstream.

Without protection, the wetlands
will vanish. After heavy rains like we
saw last August, the plants along the
shore float up as the river rises. Wind
and waves finish the job, breaking off
mats of shoreline plants and sending
them downstream.

Aerial photos show how much wet-
land we’ve lost. Since 1900, the upper
Yahara River has widened from 50-
100 feet to as much as half a mile in
spots.

To hold onto what we have left,
Madison Parks is establishing plant-
ings in the water to serve as a buffer,
catching sediments and protecting the
riverbanks from damaging wave
action. The plants also provide food
and shelter for fish, birds, and other
wildlife.

An early lesson learned was that
muskrats, turtles, geese and carp love
to eat and uproot new, unprotected
plantings. Cages keep the critters out.
When enough plants have gotten a toe-
hold, they’ll be able to outpace the
hungry wildlife and expand beyond the
cages.

Each summer, young people from
Operation Fresh Start help with the
hard work of setting cages and other
structures in the river. The project also
uses Christmas trees collected by the
City. Volunteers haul the trees onto the

ice. In spring, the trees sink and attract
aquatic insects, which in turn bring in
fish such as bluegill and largemouth
bass.

In times of normal rainfall, Lake
Mendota’s level is managed at the
Tenney Park dam. Lowering
Mendota’s target level by even a mod-
est amount would help protect the
shoreline in the marsh and reduce
flooding after heavy rains while hav-
ing little effect on piers and boating,
Hefty explained. The City’s Engi-

neering Department has requested a
review of the lake-level policy from
the Department of Natural Resources.

Good places to view the restoration
from land are the hiking paths in
Cherokee Conservation Park (6098 N.
Sherman Ave.) and the shoreline at
Cherokee Park along Burning Wood
Way.

For more about the marsh and
upcoming events, visit the Friends of
Cherokee Marsh website at www.
CherokeeMarsh.org.

ENVIRONMENT
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Holding on to Cherokee Marsh 

Noted archaeologist Robert Birmingham (second from left) toured
Lake View Hill Park on Dec. 2 with Friends board directors Nelson
Eisman, Janet Battista, Andy and Jennifer Goodnough.

Left: Great blue herons forage for fish in shallow spots in the marsh.
Right: Cages protect new plantings in the marsh from hungry critters. 

By Jon Becker
Friends of Lake View Hill Park

The annual meetings of the Friends
Lake View Hill Park members and
directors is Sat., Feb. 9, 10:30 am at
Lakeview Library. The public is invit-
ed to attend the annual meetings, as
well as three opening presentations of
general interest:
1) Lake View Hill’s Northside

Environs: A History in Images and
Words (Ann Waidelich, presenter)

2) The Historical, Archaeological and
Geological Features Inventory of
Lake View Hill Park: What to
Expect in 2008 (Robert
Birmingham, presenter)

3) Steve Roffler’s Photographs: The
Simple Beauty of Northside Parks

and Other Places (Betsy Tuttle,
presenter)

4) Members Annual Meeting
5) Directors Annual Meeting

At 11:30 am, a half-hour potluck
social gathering begins. Beverages
will be provided, and the public is
invited. View photos by Steve Roffler,
who lived on the Northside and took
great pleasure in the beauty of the
Northside’s parks and natural spaces.
There will be a display of media cov-
erage and other documentation of the
Friends work in 2007. Attendees will
be able to join the Friends or renew
their memberships. The last few Save
the Hill ReZone Celebration t-shirts
will also be available for purchase.

For more information, please visit
www.LakeViewHillParkFriends.org.

Public invited to Friends of Lake
View Hill Park annual meetings
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By Jon Becker
Friends of Lake View Hill Park

While the park’s conservancy status
was assured in October and there were
many other 2007 accomplishments,
the Friends of Lake View Hill Park
have already turned their attention
toward planning for the park’s future. 

Preparations for the park’s first mas-
ter plan continue. At a December

review of nine proposals by vendors
from as far away as Chicago, a firm
was identified and will be announced
soon. The planning effort begins in
February and will include public meet-
ings. The goal is to complete and pub-
lish the master plan by the end of
2008. 

An Historical, Archaeological and
Geological Features Inventory will

also be prepared to help guide the cul-
tural aspects of the master plan.

Robert A. Birmingham, former state
archaeologist in the Division of
Historic Preservation and author of
Indian Mounds of Wisconsin, toured
the park on Dec. 2 with Friends board
directors. He then prepared a Request
for Proposal and Bid that Dane County
Parks and the Friends are using to hire
a professional team to prepare the
inventory. 

The chosen team will begin their
work with research of written materi-

als, photos and maps. The team will
also interview past and present com-
munity members, as well as other
“informants” familiar with the area,
who want to share stories about the hill
and its history. After the snow has
melted, the team will carry out an
inventory of the park’s many surface
features. The hope is that report can be
completed by May of this year so that
its findings be inform decisions made
in the master plan.

For more information, please visit
www.LakeViewHillParkFriends.org.

Lake View Hill Park Friends looks to the future
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BUSINESS

By Mary Schumacher
The Northside News

Make a Chinese New Year’s resolu-
tion to visit China Palace soon. Not
your typical take-out or buffet, China
Palace offers first-rate yet wallet-
friendly authentic
Chinese cuisine. 

China Palace
distinguishes itself
from conventional
Chinese fare in
several ways,
according to man-
ager Michael Lin. 

The kitchen
insists on fresh-
ness, using only
quality cuts of
meat and fresh
ingredients, often
bought locally
except for special-
ty items. Chefs tailor dishes to cus-
tomer tastes. 

“Many Chinese restaurants make
only two sauces for all their dishes,”

Lin says. “We make 35 different
sauces, to make sure every dish has its
own flavor.”

Besides current Szechuan favorites,
a planned menu update will add other
cuisine such as fish dishes from
China’s coastal regions. The menu

already includes a
distinctive Hot
Platter section, a
cooking style that
keeps meat, seafood
or tofu tender and
juicy. Entrees gener-
ally range from $9
to $12, with appetiz-
ers, desserts, and
beverages available
separately. 

Some noteworthy
choices include the
S z e c h u a n - S t y l e
Kung Pao Chicken
and the Stir-Fried

Beef with Thick Rice Noodles. Both
have skillful flavoring, tender chunks
of meat, and red peppers. The noodles
are simply wonderful, with rich tex-

ture. 
For more fiery

tastes, the Lamb with
Cumin Powder is a
good choice, while the
Chicken with Broccoli
comes with a delicate
house sauce and crisp
vegetables for diners
desiring a mild meal. 

Not sure what you
want to try? Lin will
gladly compose a
meal for you, as he
does for many other
customers.

The full bar offers
cocktails, a large
selection of wines,
and domestic and for-
eign beers including
Chinese brews. When Lin isn’t tending
the bar, he often plays classical guitar
for diners’ enjoyment. 

The spacious interior has several
dining rooms, each featuring red and
gold Chinese décor. Open only for din-
ner, the restaurant can accept parties of
up to 150 people. The downstairs
karaoke bar is open daily until bar
closing time.

The bottom line: China Palace is
convenient and affordable, but most of
all offers delicious dining in a relaxed
atmosphere. China Palace is owned by
Northsider Wei Chun Zhang.

Located  at 1291 N. Sherman Ave.
on the north side of North Gate
Shopping Center, China Palace is open
daily 4:30 – 10:00 pm for dining and
carry-out. The karaoke bar is open
until 2:00 am nightly.  Call 310-8818
for more information.

®

Get $50 instantly* with a new AnchorBank 
Free Checking account. To open your 
account, stop by 2929 N. Sherman 
Ave., call 246-3505 or visit us online at 
anchorbank.com today.

*$50 promotion is for new personal checking accounts only. If you already have an AnchorBank checking account, you are more than 
welcome to switch types or open a new account; however, only first checking accounts qualify for the $50 promotion. Not valid with 
other offers. Standard account qualifications apply. Account must remain open for six months. $100 required to open account. © 2008 
AnchorBank, fsb. AnchorBank is a service mark of Anchor BanCorp Wisconsin Inc.

Ryan
F U N E R A L  H O M E

Serving Families Of All Faiths Since 1938

249-8257
2418 N. SHERMAN AVE.

Burial Pre-Arrangements
Trusts     Cremation

Crematory
on premises.

Freshness aand ssauces, kkaraoke aand cclassical
Food and music sets China Palace apart

Under new management, China Palace in
Northgate Shopping Center features regional
Chinese cooking.

Pierce’s Northside Market has a new manager, Eddie Roberson, who has
replaced Ron James. Jon Bruns is the new assistant manager.

Pierce’s Markets has acquired The Coffee Gallerie, both located in the
Northside Town Center. Interior changes will be coming soon.

Pierce’s Markets will also be adding baked goods from Portage-based The
Walnut Street Baking Co. to its selections at all of its stores this spring.

After 30 years, the Northside Brennan’s has closed. Renovation commit-
ments to other Brennan’s stores prevented the company from repairing the
Northside store’s snow and ice damage. The other Madison-area Brennan’s
stores remain open.

The Silver Leaf Design Gallery, 301 N. Sherman Avenue, has added kitchen
and bath designer Marina Blokhin to its team. The company provides interior
design, cabinetry, home décor and accessories, furniture and custom framing.

Jackson Halink will open Drackenberg’s Cigar Bar in Lakeview Plaza, 605
N. Sherman Avenue, by March. The bar will feature a walk-in humidor and will
offer liquor, wine and beer. The bar is located in Maple Bluff and therefore is
not regulated by Madison’s smoking ban.

Maple Bluff Antique Mall, 474 N. Sherman, is set to open in February in the
former Bethseda Thrift Shop location.

- Compiled by Mary Schumacher and Julie Spears

Business BBits 

Sherman Avenue 
United Methodist Church 

Pastor Jakes Voker 
3705 N. Sherman Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin  53704 

608 244 0868 shermanumc3705@sbcglobal.net 
               

 Church School  Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service  Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Free Breakfast Every Sunday, 8:30 
Public Welcome 
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China Palace’s new manager
Michal Lin plays classical guitar
for his guests.
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Tell our 
advertisers you saw

their ad in the
Northside News!
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Electrical needs? 
Call your neighborhood electrician!

No job too small!

Cross off your “honey-do” list!

Service upgrades

Panel changes

Code violations

Hot tubs

Furnaces

Ceiling fans

Remodeling

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Air conditioning

Phone

Cable TV

Computer wiring

Mark
State Certified Master Electrician, Licensed & Insured

cell 212.1552 office 249.3373
Northside resident for over 35 years

Free estimates
Senior citizen discounts

NORTHSIDE
ELECTRIC
Quality Dependable

By Mary Schumacher
The Northside News

A mortuary doesn’t always come to
mind when thinking about the life of a
neighborhood. But the Northside’s
only funeral home, owned and operat-
ed by the same Northsider family for
decades, has been an important part of
our community, serving all faiths, all
income levels and all ethnic groups. 

On Dec. 16, 1966, Connie Ryan
opened Ryan Funeral Home on North
Sherman Avenue, moving it ten years
later to its current location farther
north on the same street. The business
has expanded to four Madison-area
locations, and its management
includes two of Connie’s children as
funeral directors: Roman Ryan and
Diane Ryan-Friske. 

“The Northside has grown, and
we’ve grown with it,” said Connie
Ryan. The funeral home now includes
a crematorium, which people are
increasingly seeking in lieu of tradi-
tional burials. Ryan also offers green
funerals for those desiring an earth-
friendly service.

“Our distinguishing characteristic is
that we provide more personalized ser-
vice than other funeral homes,” said
Roman Ryan. 

“We were first in the state to offer
the Tribute program.” This program
combines family photos and music
into a video that can be viewed during
services or anytime on the Ryan web-

site’s obituary section. 
Ryan’s staff also includes a coun-

selor/actuary to set up pre-planned
funerals.

While some might view the funeral
business as too much daily gloom, the
Ryans know their work is necessary
and set a high standard for compas-
sionate, professional care.

“We’re helping people through the
worst part of their lives,” said Connie
Ryan. “We make their experience bet-
ter than it could be. Of course it can be
difficult. In this business, you bury
your friends and family,” he said, not-
ing that most people choose a mortu-
ary close to home. “But we’re serving
people and that’s rewarding.”

What’s the cost of a funeral these
days? The least expensive option is to
donate your body to science, which in
our area means the University of
Wisconsin Medical School. However,
you must make arrangements while
you are still alive, and the school has
the right to reject bodies. After the
school has completed its studies and
cremated your body, your family can
receive the cremains.

According to the National Funeral
Directors Association, an average
funeral costs $6,400, and Ryan’s
funerals range from $2,650 to $10,000.
These amounts pertain to charges such
as services, casket, vault, embalm-
ment, and obituary writing, but do not
include a plot, clergy, flowers, catering
or other related funeral fees.

When a family is struggling with
funeral expenses, staff can assist them
to obtain Dane County funding.  

The Ryans’ service is not limited to
grieving families. As outdoors and
sports enthusiasts, the family has been
a long-time financial supporter of
Northside youth sports. Roman has
also coached youth football and Little
League at Warner Park and now is an
assistant sophomore football coach at
East High School. 

The Ryans welcome phone call
inquiries about services, pre-planned
funerals and prices, or to arrange a
visit to their facility. In a 24/7 busi-
ness, they are always available.

Ryan Funeral Home is located at
2418 N. Sherman Ave. 

Call 249-8257 or visit www.ryanfu-
neralservice.com for more informa-
tion.

Ryan serves Northside neighbors for over 40 years

Connie Ryan, Diane Ryan-Friske and Roman Ryan manage Ryan 
Funeral Home on North Sherman Ave. The Ryan’s have owned the
Northside’s only funeral home for over four decades.
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In-Home Services Opportunities ~ Are you looking to make a difference? Are you looking to
make a difference in a senior's life?   Independent Living has rewarding opportunities for you!
We provide in-home services to help the elderly live independently at home.  There are a vari-
ety of opportunities from light housekeeping to personal cares, with competitive pay, flexible
schedules, and a great working environment. Come be a part of our team! 

To apply, or ask about our opportunities or services call or visit our office at:

Independent Living Inc.,
815 Forward Drive, Madison, WI, 53711
(608)274-7900           www.indepenliving.com

Are you looking to make a difference?

MADISON’S PREMIER DOG SPA

663-WOOF
www.spawoof.net

Boarding • Day Care • Grooming
Massage Therapy • Gift Boutique

2250 Pennsylvania Avenue • Madison, WI

BUSINESS



By Jacki Thomas
The Northside News

A portrait of Steve Roffler,
co-founder of the Northside
Artists Group, chuckled
approvingly at the more than
100 people who attended the
opening of the Northside
Artists Group Reflections of
the Northside exhibit at the
Overture Center for the Arts on
January 27. 

The art celebrates both the
commonly universal and surpris-
ing hidden beauty of the
Northside. Nearly 30 artists,
working in photography, paper
collage, painting, watercolor,
metal sculpture, clay tiles and
colored pencil, found their way
to artistic expression along paths
as diverse as the serene marsh or
lake landscapes and vibrant eth-
nic portraits they shared.

Ron Baeseman's watercolor
of Cherokee Marsh seems a
statement on living in the
moment. "I like to paint land-
scapes and buildings. I'm not
into flowers or people at this
point," he said. "What I like
best about watercolor is if you

don't like something, you just
don't paint it in."

Preeti Ojha has always loved
art. "I started very young, in
India," she said. Caring for her
one-year-old daughter, Tushti,
keeps her busy, "so I've slowed
down, but whenever I have
time, I love to paint." Although
she usually works in oils, she
created a watercolor of Lake
Mendota especially for the
show. "I tried to not go over it
and did it quickly. It was late
fall and I was catching the light
and lake reflecting." 

Dave Reisinger, a part-time
adjunct professor in the Frank
Lloyd Wright School of
Architecture, looks at "broad
spaces Mr. Wright would use."
Reisinger's metal sculpture
reflects "missile and aircraft
shapes," he said, with slots that
call to mind Wright's unique
use of glass.

Muriel Simms, a retired
teacher/ administrator with the
Madison Metropolitan School
District and current professor
at Edgewood College, likes
"just fooling around with art
materials." Her framed collec-

tion of collaged cards and
bookmarks express her varied
moods. "If I feel whimsical,
that's what comes out. If I'm in
my sassyfrass mood, that's
what comes out." 

Katherine McCoy, Mendota
Ele-mentary School art teacher,
believes that "the Northside is
way more cultural than people
appreciate. I love all those festi-
vals at Warner Park." 

Working from a photo taken
at the Fiesta Hispana, McCoy's
acrylic on canvas catches the
arc of a feathered headdress. "I
was thinking about the North
Star and went with that shape
first, the background swirls are
about our cosmic unity."

Sara Sweetman's acrylic on
paper "reflects that no matter
where you're at on the
Northside, you see this won-
derful sunset."

A photo by Fred Krantz, a 20-
year resident of the Maplewood
Condominiums on Sherman
Avenue, reveals the hidden
beauty of a fountain in his
neighborhood. "You wouldn't
see this just driving by," he said.

ARTS & CULTURE

Alzheimer’s Association
Executive Director since 1998

County Board Supervisor Since 2002

Chair, Public Protection and
Judiciary Committee                                                                                  

Airport Commission Member

Dane County Tree Board Member

Master’s Degree UW LaFollette Institute, 1991

Northside Business Association Since 2004

Charter Member, Northside Planning
Council, 1993–2002

Warner Park Center Board, 1997–2002

RuskPaul
R E - E L E C T

Dane County Board
District 12

PAUL RUSK: Leadership That Makes A Difference

paul.rusk@hotmail.com
1501 Pleasure Dr. • 249-9667

Authorized and Paid For By Friends of Paul Rusk, Laura Vogel, Treasurer.

“Your County Board 
Supervisor Paul Rusk is 
not afraid to make tough 
choices. That is why the 
County portion of property 
taxes actually went down 
for most Northsiders this 
year. I hope you will join
me in supporting him for 
re-election.”

Kathleen Falk
Dane County Executive

“Paul Rusk’s leadership, 
energy and optimism was 
critical in raising funds 
to rebuild our Lakeview 
Branch Library and a key 
to our amazing success.”

Barbara Karlen, President
Friends of Lakeview Library

“Nobody can match Paul’s 
record of service to the 
Northside. Furthermore, his 
experience and leadership 
on the County Board is 
critical to keeping us moving 
forward. Please vote for him 
on February 19 and 
April 1.”

Scott McDonell
County Board Chair

Vote for Paul Rusk on February 19 and April 1

“As chair of Public Protection 
and Judiciary, Paul Rusk
consistently makes smart 
decisions to protect public 
safety in Dane County.
We need his continued
common sense approach 
on the County Board.”

Sheriff Dave Mahoney

Northside artists shine at Overture

Reflections of the Northside
Overture Center for the Arts, through March 23, 2008

Thank you to Dee Czarniecki, Linda Falkenstein, Kristi Hall and 
Marcia Yapp for all their hard work coordinating this show. ~ dls

Northside artists
(clockwise from
upper left): Ron
Baeseman,
Sara Sweetman,
Dave Reisinger
and Katherine
McCoy pose with
their works at
the gallery open-
ing in the
Overture Center 

Fellow Northside artist Carolyn
Ganter admires a portrait by
Marilyn O’Brien of Steve Roffler,
the late co-founder of the Northside
Artists Group. 
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