
By Steven Potter
The Northside News

A lot can happen in a decade and a
half.

And in the case of the Northside's
economic growth, it certainly has -
thanks partly to the Northside
Business Association (NBA), which
recently celebrated its 15th anniver-
sary.

Since its inception, NBA, which
works to promote economic develop-
ment, improve the quality of life and
increase opportunities for businesses
and residents on our side of the city,
the group has achieved numerous
goals but isn't stopping there, said
current NBA president Rylee
Wedekind, a life-long Northsider and
owner of 5Nines Data LLC.

"[One of NBA's primary goals is to]
serve its 90 members by sharing
information, providing networking
opportunities for members and repre-
senting them to governmental agen-
cies," she said.

Recently, NBA co-hosted (with the
Northside Planning Council) two
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Traffic speed on North Sherman

Avenue was the top concern voiced
by participants at a community
forum on Northside transportation
and traffic safety issues at Warner
Park Community Recreation
Center on Oct. 29. 

A broad mix of about 55
Northside residents and business
owners attended the forum, co-
sponsored by the Northside
Planning Council, Northside
Business Association and Ald.

Satya Rhodes-Conway. The forum
was held to gather community
input on Northsiders’ concerns and
ideas to make the Northside’s
major traffic corridors safer and
better for businesses and all users –
vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians.
Particular focus was given to North
Sherman Avenue due to its recent
reconstruction and the volume of
constituent calls received about the
street.

The forum kicked off with back-
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Neighborhood Plan:
Preview and comment on draft recom-
mendations at December 13 Open House

By Linda Horvath
City of Madison Planning

An Oscar in the making? Or a
runner-up with room for improve-
ment? The Northport-Warner Park-
Sherman Steering Committee draft
neighborhood plan recommenda-
tions will be presented for public
review and comment at an Open
House on Saturday December 13
(see ad page 10). A sneak preview
of some possible recommendations
are included below. The City of
Madison Department of Planning
& Community & Economic
Development has been working
with the Steering Committee since
January 2008 and will continue
through March 2009 to update the
1992 Northport-Warner Park
Neighborhood Plan.

SNEAK PREVIEW

Mayberry with Mountain Bikes
A brainstorming session with

free association about popular cul-
ture and brands that capture the
essence of the Northside inspired
one Steering Committee member
to describe the area as “Mayberry
with Mountain Bikes”! Upon fur-
ther discussion, the Steering
Committee recommended devel-

oping a branding/identity/market-
ing plan that builds upon the area’s
earthy image with its natural beau-
ty, outdoor recreation, and foodie
related interests like agri-business
and community gardening.

Back to the Future
On land along the railroad

between Commercial Avenue and
Aberg Avenue, the Steering
Committee suggested possible
redevelopment such as adding
light-industrial, bio-tech, and agri-
business employment, enhancing
greenspace features, and adding
road, transit and pedestrian con-
nections to the Northgate
Shopping Center and the neigh-
borhood North of Aberg Avenue.

Also in the mix is creating a
“Main Street” along North
Sherman Avenue with a pedestri-
an-oriented streetscape that

Plan, page 10

Speed, page 10

NBA, page 8

Business, page 9
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NBA celebrates
15 years

Check out our Northside
gift guide, with great 
gift ideas right in our
own neighborhood!

See page 11

Northside
Holiday

Shopping Guide

Northside business climate challenged
by perceptions and realities

Speed = Unsafe Streets
Pierce’s Northside Market is calling on the
Northside community to help stock up the
shelves at The River Food Pantry. Pierce’s
is selling food donations bags and is
receiving many additional donations from
vendors. Pierce’s hopes to stuff a van a
few times over, taking the donations to the
pantry. See page 5 for the whole story.

Stuff the van!

The Northside News
Dated perceptions of the Northside as

a high crime area, combined with strong
competition from nearby markets, mean
that as much as half the buying power
on the Northside is going elsewhere.
Negative perceptions of the Northside
and the "run-down" appearance of some

of its business areas also make the
Northside less attractive to potential
new businesses.

These are some of the conclu-
sions drawn from the recent
Northside market study, and from
the comments of a panel of
Northside business owners at a
recent community forum.

On the other hand, the success of
newer businesses like Pierce's
Northside Market and Manna Café,
and continued success of long-time
businesses such as DuWaynes

Salon (celebrating 50 years), the
Esquire Club (celebrating 60
years), and North Side True Value
(celebrating over 30 years), sug-
gest that the Northside can support
a variety of businesses.

To help answer the question of
what is working for Northside
businesses, what isn't, and most
importantly, what can be done to
improve the Northside business
climate, about 30 business owners,
developers, and consumers
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ADVERTISING RATES

AD SIZES
1/16 Page (horizontal)
1/16 Page (vertical)
1/8 Page (vertical)
1/8 Page (square)
1/4 Page
1/2Page
Full Page
Flyers/Inserts

COST
$ 55.00
$ 55.00
$110.00
$110.00
$220.00
$440.00
$880.00
$900.00 & Up

FULL COLOR 
Add $10.00
Add $10.00
Add $10.00
Add $10.00
Add $20.00
Add $40.00
Add $80.00
Call for details

DIMENSIONS
4 7/8” W x 2” H
2 3/8” W x 4” H
2 3/8” W x 8” H
4 7/8” W x 4” H
4 7/8” W x 8” H
10” W x 8” H
10” W x 16” H
Call for details

Writers & 
Photographers

Welcome!
Please call 661-0060, ext. 1

for information

$13.75 per column inch - the best bargain in town!
Reach 13,000 households with every issue! Join the 85 or more businesses 

each issue that realize it pays to advertise! Special rates for nonprofits.

Keratin Complex
Smoothing Therapy

with Melanie

Smoothes 
80-100%

lasts 3-6 
months

no
damaging
chemicals

safe
for

children

before
after

Try Cinderella
Hair Extensions

with Teri
Add highlights without

dam aging hair!

JANUARY SPECIAL
20% off new services

January 1~31 only

249-7376
466 N. Sherman Ave.

formerly Leo’s Salon

REMODELING CONCEPTS
Residential/Commercial Interior & Exterior

Mildew Resolution to Roofing & Siding
House & Apartment Rentals

STEVE
Bus: 608-249-5266
Fax: 608-249-5266
Cell: 608-576-9530

Concrete Drywall Bathrooms Roofing
Carpentry Power Washing Painting Glazing

Caulking Snow Plowing Mowing
Complete yard clean-ups & much more!

tdscustomconstruction.com
251.1814 

1431 Northern Ct.

Remodeling Design/Build
Historic preservation

Custom cabinetry

The Northside News welcomes readers to
submit letters pertaining to Northside issues.
The Northside News reserves the right to
shorten letters as needed and does not guar-
antee all letters received will appear in print.
Viewpoints expressed in letters do not repre-
sent the views of the Northside Planning
Council & Northside News. As a nonpartisan
organization, NPC does not endorse candi-
dates for elected office. Send letters to 
editor@northsidenews.org.

Come, Eat 
& Enjoy!

NEED SPACE FOR A LARGE GROUP?Holiday Parties, Baby & Wedding Showers, Rehearsal DinnersNo Charge For Our Space Selected Menu Options

Ask about 
our NEW
wine

dinners

www.benvenutos.com
1849 Northport Drive 241-1144

2949 Triverton Pike Dr. 278-7800

GREAT FOOD & LARGE PORTIONS!
Full Carryout Menu Daily Features
Lunch Prices 23 oz Tap Beers $2.50
Monthly Discounted Catering & Family 
Wines Style Options
Business Delivery Available

Gift Cards
Make Great

Holiday Gifts!For every $50 giftcard purchased,receive a FREE $9lunch certificate.
offer expires 01/11/2009

Locally owned 
and operated

open everyday 11am-10pm, 
and Fri & Sat bar open until 11pm

Job Announcement
Administrative and Program Support Staff

Part-Time, Flexible Hours

VFW 8483VFW 8483

Friday Fish Fry
Every Friday, 5-8pm

Cod & Poor Man’s Lobster....$7.50
Shrimp....$8         Walleye....$10
Chicken Strips....$5
Bluegill Fish Fry....$9 (Second Friday Only)

Saturday Steak Fry
Every Third Saturday, 5-8pm (Oct-April)

6oz Tenderloin....$10
10oz Tenderloin....$12
10oz New York Strip....$13
ALL STEAK FRYS INCLUDE SOUP, SALAD, ROLLS,
POTATO AND COFFEE

Sunday Breakfast
Every Sunday, 8am-Noon, $5

Lunch Specials
Monday-Friday, 11am-2pm, $5

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday, 4-6pm

And during Badger, Packer & Brewer
games & NASCAR races

5737 County Road CV, Madison
Just North Of Dane County Airport

241-3740
Dining Specials

Champagne Breakfast
New Year’s Day

8 am-2 pm      $10
includes champagne, 
6 oz sirloin, scrambled

eggs, hash browns,
English muffin & coffee

The Northside Planning Council
seeks a multi-talented individual to
provide a variety of administrative
support, program support, and infor-
mation coordination to our organiza-
tion and our community newspaper,
the Northside News.

Duties
This position will help coordinate, per-
form, and/or support:
* Northside News advertising and pro-
duction
* event and meeting logistics
* volunteer services and communica-
tions
* contact databases/mailing list main-
tenance
* light book-keeping
and other tasks needed to keep staff
and volunteers organized and working
effectively. Expect varying projects,
hard work, and the opportunity to
work with a great team of staff and
volunteers.

Hours
This is an LTE position, 15-20 hours
per week with a very flexible sched-
ule. Most work will be done during
weekdays, but evening and weekend

hours may be possible as mutually
agreeable.

Qualifications
Excellent organizational, communica-
tion, and computer skills (especially
QuickBooks, desktop publishing,
data-entry, and word processing)
required.

Minimum two years administrative
and/or program support experience,
including at least one year in a role
with some similar duties. Experience
in a nonprofit/community setting a
plus.

Compensation
$13 to $17 per hour which may
include limited benefits depending on
needs and experience.

Application packet will be available
on-line at www.northsideplanning-
council.org starting December 15.
Applications will be accepted until
the position is filled.
NPC is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.



We wish to thank these sponsors and donors
to NPC’s 15th not previously listed

Gold Star $1,500-$2,999 Bronze Star $250 -$749

North Star up to $250

NORTHSIDE PLANNING COUNCIL ~ 15 Years of Building Community

Call Bill at

335-4249

Don’t get
snowed in!

Plan now for snow days!

Snow Plowing
Shoveling

Salting

Driveways
Sidewalks

Parking Lots

Residential
Commercial

(608) 335-9186
Available services

Hair cuts for men, women & children  
Color, highlights, corrective 
color & dimensional color

Wig fittings Perms & facial waxing

located at 4505 Texas Trail

Dena Fritz
Hair
Studio

Off Perms
in December20%

NORTHSIDE PLUMBING LLC
What’s your plumbing project?

New Construction   Remodel   Repairs   Leaks   Gas Piping

Scott Chapman
Owner & Northside Resident

608-513-9241
MP# 668208

550000 NNoorrtthhssiiddeerrss ggaatthheerr ttoo cceelleebbrraattee,, rreefflleecctt
Northsiders young and old streamed

through the doors of Warner Park
Community Recreation Center when
the doors opened at 5 pm on Fri., Oct.
10. Neighbors and friends greeted one
another in the lobby, up and down the
long hallway and on into the communi-
ty rooms where they enjoyed terrific
food from Manna Café served to the
harp music of 12-year-old Cora Wiese-
Moore. Many attendees made multiple
trips to the 100 item silent auction,
where fierce but friendly bidding
brought in over $5,000 for NPC’s work.

At 6 pm, the East High Jazz Combo
opened a lively program of celebration
to a standing room only crowd in the
gym, where a rollicking roll call of 30
plus Northside neighborhood and com-
munity organizations present got
everyone up on their feet. 

A moving 20 minute Northside Story
video presentation, produced by
Northsider John Quinlan, captured the
reflections of many past and current
Northside leaders on this Northside
community we have built together.

Three mayors, Soglin, Bauman, and
Cieslewicz, joined past and present
Northside elected officials, the entire
Madison school board and many other
public officials in offering their con-

gratulations to the Northside on all
we’ve accomplished as a community
in partnership with the City.

Longtime Northside leader Darlene
Horner, who identified herself as “the
Big Mama of Vera Court AND the
Northside”, received a standing ova-
tion in recognition of her determined
efforts to improve her neighborhood.
Big Mama challenged for Northsiders
to continue to work together and called
for continued support for the Northside
from the City.

The program concluded with the
announcement that the recipient of this
year’s North Star Award is ... EVERY-
ONE! All present received a beautiful
handcrafted ceramic North Star orna-
ments in recognition of the collective
efforts of so many Northsiders.

And then the party began as
Northsiders helped themselves to a
slice of the biggest cake most of us
have ever seen. The cake was so big, in
fact, that it literally would not fit
through the door of the community
rooms and had to be served in the hall-
way. Dancing and revelry to the feel-
good music of Honky Tonk Lagoon
rounded out the evening for most
attendees.

The infamous cake so big it wouldn’t fit through the door, courtesy of Pierce’s.

Get your North Star a Northside T-Shirt!  $10 each.

Call NPC at 661-0060 x 3 or 
email julie@northsideplanningcouncil.org

NPC Co-Chair Lisa Wiese presents
Mayor Dave with a Northside T-shirt

James Jaeger
John Quinlan

Anchorbank
Dennis Harrison-Noonan
Donna Perzewski

Pamela Abel
Art by Marilyn - Marilyn O'Brien
Christopher Bjork & Catherine
Coy
Body Harmony
Rita Cairns
James & Mary Jane Carpenter
Carol & Peter Carstensen 
Rachel Caruso 
Kathryn Clapper & Kelli
Frankenberg
Donna Collingwood
Community Pharmacy
CranioSacral Therapy - Karen
Jaeger
CranioSacral Therapy - Gretchen
"Rose" Brown
Kenneth & Arrietta Davis
Tim Dean & Dace Zeps
Paul Deutsch & Salle Jo
Cunningham
Ruth Dobbratz 

Patricia Durkin
Nelson & Annette Eisman
Susan Fadness
Friends of Lake View Hill
Jodi Hanna
Marlene Hardick
Susan Hill & Stanford Smith
William & Marcia Holman
Gerianne Holzman & Robert
Zimmerman
Virginia & Garrett Hughes
Daniel Jauch
Jung's Garden Center
Michael Klitzke & Diane Brown
Page & Tom Krause
Jeane Kropp & Jay Laurie
Peggy Lucey
Jeff & Nancy Maurer
Lydia Maurer
Margaret McEntire
Carol & Dennis McQuade
Craig Monroe & Shirley Krsinich

Elizabeth (Libby) Monson
Wendy Moran
Brad & Geralyn Murphy
Craig & Jane Nordness
Marjorie Passman
Kim & Robert Petershack,
Dennis Presser & Laurie Larson
Daniel Redman
Robert (Bob) Reuter
Sally K
Timothy & Virginia Seery
Sheridan Triangle Neighborhood
Assn
Arlene Silveira
James & Wendy Skinner
Vern (Joel) & Kallie Stenman
Christy Sullivan
Dick Walker
Margy Walker
Lorri Wendorff
John & Rhonda Wiedenbeck
Marcia Yapp

NNoorrtthhssiiddee  SSttoorryy  VViiddeeoo
For those of you who missed the
party, the 20-minute “Northside
Story” video and the entire 70

minute program can be viewed on-
line by following the weblinks at

northsideplanningcouncil.org

Ph
ot

o 
by

 E
dd

ie
 R

ob
er

so
n

Ph
ot

o 
by

 M
os

es
 S

hr
oc

k

Ph
ot

o 
by

 D
an

a 
Sl

ow
ia

k

Ph
ot

o 
by

 C
hr

is
 M

oo
re

The Northside Planning Council, its 26 member organizations and 
100 plus current and former members and staff wish to offer our 

heartfelt thanks once again to our sponsors, silent auction donors and 
bidders, musicians, and many supporters who joined us in celebrating 

15 years of building community on the Northside.
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Age: 46
Birthplace: Milwaukee
Hobbies/Interests: Avid sports fan, biycling, reading, theater
Volunteerism/NPC: Former NPC Co-Chair, current At-Large
member

Why is what you do for the Northside important?
The Northside Planning Council’s mission of improving the
quality of life for all Northside residents indicates why it is
important— we must work to improve the lives of one another.

What is your greatest Northside pleasure?
My greatest pleasure is the many wonderful people I have met on the Northside which also
includes my church, Northside Christian Assembly.

If you could change one thing on the Northside, it would be ...?
The challenges facing us as Northsiders affect more than the Northside so we must reach
out beyond our community even more. Among the many challenges facing us are economic,
health, educational, environmental, and safety concerns. We will have to share our suc-
cesses and reach out to identify the successes of other communities throughout the city,
county, nation, and possibly the world.

We are constantly reminded by news events that the actions of one person or one organiza-
tion can adversely affect many individuals. However, this principal also works in reverse.
That is, the actions of one person or organization can greatly benefit many individuals.

If you could change one thing about the world, it would be ...?
Hope. Anything achieved as a society, as a community, as an individual requires hope. It is
remarkable what happens when we combine our hope with one another.
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Dancewear
etc.

Everything a dancer
would need.

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 12:30-7:00 p.m.

Sat. 10:00-2:00 p.m.

2037 Sherman Ave, Madison WI 53704

608-241-4305
www.virginiadavis.com

Gift
Certificates
Available

for holiday giving

Mission; To improve the
quality of life for all resi-
dents of the Northside
community, by increasing
citizen participation and
voice in issues and deci-
sions affecting the commu-
nity through neighborhood
organizing and advocacy;
and building community by
linking community organi-
zations & residents.

www.northsideplanningcouncil.org

Co-Chairs
Lisa Wiese,
Northside
Timebank
242-8572

Helen Marks
Dicks, North/
Eastside Senior
Coalition
222-3843

Vice Chairs
Jeff Shokler,
Sheridan Triangle
301-0191

Michael
Shinners,
Brentwood
Village
241-1848

Sec/Treasurer
Ellen Barnard,
Cherokee Park
576-3734

Past Co-chair
Char Tortorice,
Lake View Hill
249-8052

Terrie Anderson,
Northside Time-
bank
241-9080

Bill Bauer,
Friends of Lake
View Hill Park
241-5589

Vernon
Blackwell, At
Large
246-8379

Patricia
Brinkman,
Cherokee
Townhouses
243-8912

David Carpenter,
Cherokee II
Condos
442-6958

Mo Cleland,
Brentwood
Village
244-3938

Carolyn Gantner,
Cherokee
Garden
244-2909

Sue Gilberston,
Cherokee Park
249-9323

Willy Holden
Berkley Oaks
444-9854

Missy Johnson,
Whitetail Ridge,
242-4662

Rebecca Kemble
East Area PTO
Coalition
244-9300

Peggy Lucey,
East Bluff

Sterling Lynk,
Lakeview
Lutheran Church
204-0657

Leon Miller,
Vera Court
Neighborhood
Center
246-0583

Pat Morgan,
Sherman
204-2708

Nikki Moriarity,
East Bluff
242-7519

Chris Odt
Lake View Hill     

Benito Olivas,
Vera Court
906-2143

Bob Paolino
Mendota Hills 

Marge Pitts,
Community
GroundWorks
249-2697

John Quinlan,
Cherokee
Garden
213-8409

Cheryl Redman,
Troy Gardens
Community
241-4820

Sataro Sato,
Troy Gardens
Community

Wendy Sauvé,
East Area PTO
Coalition
244-3125

Muriel Simms,
Friends of
Cherokee Marsh

Dean Smith,
Whitetail Ridge
249-4596

Pat Steele,
Northport Apts.
249-9281

Karen
Thompson,
Northside
Business Assn.
246-3483

Laura Vogel,
Maple Bluff
244-7187

Dick Walker,
Cherokee II
Condos
242-4411

Miguel Weathers
Berkley Oaks 

Cyndi Wood,
Nobel Park
249-4052

Neighborhoods in
need of a NPC
representative:
Karstens,
Kennedy Heights,
Lerdahl Park,
Maple Wood,
North Park Apts,
Northridge
Terrace Apts,
Packer
Townhouses,
Sherman Village,
Woodland Park
Apts,
Woodlands Apts

Call 661.0060
to enquire
about revitaliz-
ing your own
neighborhood
association, or
getting involved
with NPC.

Northside Planning Council
2702 International Lane, Suite 203

Madison, WI 53704
Phone: (608) 661-0060 Fax: (608) 661-0064

Tim Carlisle, Ext. 2. Julie Spears, Ext. 3          Dana Slowiak, Ext. 1
Lead Organizer          Community Organizer     Administrator

NPC Member Profile: 
VERNON BLACKWELL

Caf é  La Be l l i ta l ia

D e l i v e r y  S p e c i a l s

Dine in, carry out & delivery
Full Italian menu
Extensive wine & beer list
Senior discounts

Lunch Special
Monday-Friday, Dine In Only

R i s t o r a n t e  &  P i z z e r i a

2  m e d i u m , 1  t o p p i n g  p i z z a s  
$ 1 6 . 4 5 p l  t x

2  l a r g e , 1  t o p p i n g  p i z z a s  
$ 1 8 . 4 5 p l  t x

2  e x t r a  l a r g e , 1  t o p p i n g
$ 2 0 . 4 5 p l  t x

E x t r a  t o p p i n g s  ~ $ 1 . 5 0

Catering
Available
All occasions
Birthdays
Weddings
Meetings
Parties

Your choice of sandwich with a salad
with non-alchoholic beverage

$7.25
Mention this ad for this special price.

1026 N. Sherman Ave.
243-1200

Mon-Thur 11am-10 pm
Fri 11am-Midnight

Sat 3:30 pm-Midnight
Sun 3:30 pm-9 pm

Happy Holidays from
the Northside News!

You don’t have move to live in a better neighborhood.
Just get involved in the one you already live in!



COMMUNITY

By Jim Carrier
The River Food Pantry

Long before the headlines arrived
from Wall Street, the folks who run
The River Food Pantry felt the econo-
my turn down Darwin Road.

The number of people out of work,
or pinched in the vise of fixed income
and rising costs,
rose dramatically on
the Northside of
Madison during
2008. Like a barom-
eter foretelling a
storm, the number
of households who
came to the pantry
nearly doubled.

Pantry co-founder
Jenny Czerkas esti-
mates that by the
end of 2008, the
pantry will have
served 13,000
households, com-
prising some 33,000
individuals. In
2007, the house-
holds served totaled
7,255, comprising
18,000 individuals.

The number of plates served at
Friday night dinner jumped to some
13,000, an average of about 250 per
Friday.

As these numbers climbed, the
amount of food available for them
declined, according to Jenny’s hus-
band, and cofounder, Andy Czerkas.
To stock the pantry and serve a hearty
meal to that many people forced the
pantry to buy food at wholesale prices.
By year’s end, the pantry’s monthly
food bill was three to four times normal.

The biggest increase in clientele was
among working families – people with

jobs – often multiple jobs — who just
can’t make ends meet. The second
largest group were people on fixed
incomes, such as social security and
disability. Many people who thought
of themselves as “middle class” last
year find themselves short each
month. The River welcomes them to
“shop” at the pantry to help them pay

heating and transportation bills.
The holidays are about giving.

Northside residents can help their
neighbors by donating food and
money to the River, or by volunteering
a few hours a week. Pierce’s has
launched a special $8 bag of grocery
donation. 

But the need for food, clothing,
household goods and children’s items
is a year-long quest at the pantry. We
invite you to visit and support a vital
source of nutrition and hope in your
community.

Jeff Maurer, President/General Manager of Pierce’s Supermarkets, recently
announced that he would be leaving Pierce’s after eight years. Maurer was a
key player in bringing Pierce’s to the Northside.

The Northside News sat down with Maurer and asked him to share a few
reflections on his experiences with Pierce’s Northside Market, and what the
future might bring. This is a summary of his thoughts.

Demand doubles at The River Food Pantry
Economic woes long apparent to staff

Pierce’s announces changes

2935 N Sherman Ave.
Mon-Fri: 8-8:30, Sat: 8-5:30, Sun: 9-5241-1541

Bargain
of the month

499
at register

499
m ail in rebate*

final cost

-

FREE

1” x 25’ Vi Vis Tape
Rule Compact, with soft
rubber grip for comfort
R 776 854 B$
While supplies last
*4.99 mail-in rebate. Limit 1.
Consumer responsible for taxes
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Looking back, the first thing I want to do is thank the Northside community for
welcoming us to the Northside and for supporting our new store. It was very clear
from the work that the Northside Planning Council and other groups did that the
Northside really wanted a grocery store in their neighborhood. I especially want to
thank Dave and Don Bruns for reaching out to us and working with us to make this
location work for Pierce’s financially. Their efforts and the community support made it
very appealing for Pierce’s to come to the Northside.

We’ve learned some lessons in opening our first urban store, and we’ve had to
learn what was important to the community and adapt to it. I think we’ve evolved
a lot in the last 2 and a half years since opening in March 2006, and our Northside
store has become one of our most successful locations. 

We’ve had double-digit growth in our Northside sales over the past year, better
than any of our other Pierce’s locations. At a time when many grocery stores
nationally are seeing flat or even declining sales, we think that says a lot about the
Northside and the local support we have here.  

If we could find a way to expand on the Northside, we’d love to add another
10,000 square feet.

The ongoing feedback from our customers has been phenomenal and very help-
ful to us. We’ve received over 800 online surveys – far more than any of our other

locations – plus many verbal com-
ments. Most of them are positive
feedback along with suggestions
or requests for specific products,
but even the complaints are very
helpful because it helps us
improve what we offer to our cus-
tomers. So keep the feedback
coming.

One big reason for our recent
Northside success is our manager
Eddie Roberson. Eddie is doing a
fantastic job and has put together
a great team, including recently
hiring Assistant Manager Chris
Dufeck. Eddie and Chris have over
50 years of combined experience
in the grocery business and that
will serve the Northside well.

Eddie and his team are full of
creative ideas they are working
on for the Northside Market. The
“pantry bag” program to support
the River Food Pantry, for example,

was Eddie’s idea. (See story on left).
Another new service we’ve been working on for about a year is online shopping.

We’ve had some delays in finding a vendor but we should be ready to get rolling
around the first of the year. Initially, our customers will be able to place their order
online and we’ll assemble it for pickup at the store, but eventually we’d like to be
able to offer home delivery as well. There are a lot of seniors and other folks on
the Northside who have a hard time coming to the store to shop, and we’d like to
provide this service to them.  

Another thing we’re very excited about is our “locally-grown” initiative, where we
work directly with local farmers and producers to bring their food to our market.
The new regional “Green Leaf Market” initiative that was recently announced will
help bridge the gap between the market and producers.  

Helping Pierce’s bring a grocery store to the Northside has been a great experi-
ence for me, and I’d like to say thank you to the Northside community for support-
ing us and giving us the opportunity to come here. The loyalty our customers show
us will keep us here on the Northside for the long term – Pierce’s is here to stay.

Volunteers
Milsa and
Gustavo
Velazquez
distribute pro-
duce this year
at The River
Food Pantry on
Darwin Road.Ph
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Pierce’s Northside Market is teaming up with food vendors and the Northside community to fill The
River Food Pantry in Pierce’s First Annual “One Ton” Food Drive.  As of press time, over 140 bags
were sold, with a goal of 266 bags. Pierce’s staff Latasha Williams (above left) and Arnella Royal
(above right) bag up the donated groceries late last month, which will be delivered on Dec. 13. 
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By Kelly Olson
During the 2007-2008 skating sea-

son, Hartmeyer Ice Arena experienced
serious problems with ice conditions
that could have closed the facility
down. However, this past summer a
new ice sheet was constructed and the
doors were opened in September for
another season of skating.  Hartmeyer
Ice Arena was originally built in 1960
by Fenton Kelsey Jr.  Mr. Kelsey had
a vision that if he built an ice arena,
hockey and skating would follow.  For
over 47 years Hartmeyer Ice Arena
has been providing skating facilities
and programs for local skating organ-
izations, high schools and the com-
munity.

In 2004, Hartmeyer Ice Arena was
purchased by Madison Ice Inc.(MII),
a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization
from the city of Madison.  The ice
arena was purchased “as is” and is in
need of renovations and improve-
ments. Currently MII has a Capital
Fund Raising Campaign in progress

to raise funds not only for future ren-
ovations, but to help pay for the new
ice sheet at Hartmeyer Ice Arena.

MII is reaching out to the communi-
ty for assistance by donating to the
Capital Campaign to help pay for the
new ice sheet at Hartmeyer.  It is the
community’s chance to help keep the
dream alive at Hartmeyer by support-
ing this campaign.  Help us keep skat-
ing programs and a safe skating facil-
ity available to our boys and girls!

Your donation can be considered a
charitable donation for tax purposes.
What a wonderful gift for the holiday
season! If you would like to make a
donation to the Hartmeyer Ice Arena
project please make checks payable to
Madison Ice Inc. and mail to:
Hartmeyer Ice Arena, Attn: Kelly
Olson, MII Representative, 1834
Commercial Ave., Madison, WI
53704.

If you have any questions about the
Hartmeyer project contact Kelly
Olson at kelly29@charter.net or office
661-0411. 

President-elect Barrack Obama
made community organizing famous.
The Grassroots Leadership College
(GLC) is making it local. 

The Grassroots Leadership College
which celebrated its fifth anniversary
this year, is gearing up for another
semester helping dreamers become
doers. The College has served more
than 300 Madison area residents over
the past five years and supported more
than 70 community projects.  

Looking around Madison one can
see the impacts of the GLC every-
where; from Pierce’s Grocery Store
which came out of a long fought strug-
gle by Northside residents and a mar-
ket basket survey coordinated by
Northsider Nan Cline as her GLC proj-
ect, to Mended Little Latino Hearts, a
project led by current GLC student
Maria Torres to support families like
her own who have children with heart
defects. 

GLC executive director Amy
Mondloch likened the work of the
College to that of the Obama cam-
paign. “The president-elect learned
community organizing in the stomping
grounds of one of the best, Saul
Alinsky. Obama knew what he needed

in a campaign staff to win. He needed
those same community organizing
skills that he learned in Chicago.
Those are some of the same skills that
we teach. If it worked to win a presi-
dency, imagine what community
organizing could do here in Madison!”

The GLC General Semester matches
developing leaders with coaches that
provide strategic support as the devel-
oping leader works on a self-chosen
project throughout the four month pro-
gram. Together coaches and leaders
attend class sessions led by top quality
faculty from around the community on
topics ranging from seeing yourself as
a leader to fundraising and working
with the media.

The Grassroots Leadership College
will be accepting coach and develop-
ing leader applications for the Spring
Semester through Jan. 9. Application
materials are available online at
www.grassrootsleadershipcollege.org
or by calling 441-0085.  

Classes will be held Tuesday
evenings from 5:30-8:30 pm at Family
Centers Inc. Dinner will be provided.
Childcare is available. Cost for the
program is $100 or five Timebank dol-
lars for developing leaders.
Scholarships are available. Coaches
are volunteers for the program and can
earn Timebank credit. 

For more information, contact Amy
S. Mondloch at 441-0085 or amy
@grassrootsleadershipcollege.org.
Visit GLC online at www.grassroot-
sleadershipcollege.org

COMMUNITY

Spotlight on community organizing
Grassroots Leadership College continues local
organizing projects to better community
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Hartmeyer IIce AArena nneeds yyour hhelp

Plans for Stop-N-Go updated
The Northside News

Grewall LLC, the new owners of
the strip mall at 3502 Packers Ave,
where Stop-N-Go, Amy’s Washbas-
ket and Packer Liquor are located,
have announced their intention to
continue housing a gas station and
convenience store with a new opera-
tor after Stop-N-Go’s lease expires in
April 2009. Current plans call for
Amy’s Washbasket and Packer
Liquor to also continue operation.

“The new owner is planning some

enhancements to the gas station and
store that will make it more attractive
to the neighborhood,” owner repre-
sentative Michael Christopher stated.
“We want to work with the neighbor-
hood as we develop plans for the
mall.”

Contact Michael Christopher at
252-9365 for more information.

Stop-N-Go is actively seeking a
new location to continue serving the
Northside, according to company
representative Andrew Bowman.

By Alyssa Kenney
In October, the Kennedy Heights

Community Center received two
grants from the Metropolitan
Woman’s Club to support and
enhance our ongoing programming.
One of the two grants was to support
Kennedy Heights Early Childhood
Program through improving the mate-
rials and small equipment that is
available for our program. The
Kennedy Heights Early Childhood
Program serves 25 preschool age
children each year. The program sup-
ports low and moderate-income chil-
dren and their families by helping to
prepare young children for success in
school and daily life. The Metropolitan
Woman’s Club’s grant will help
ensure our program has quality mate-

rials for the next year.
Kennedy Heights Girls Inc. program

also received a grant from the
Metropolitan Woman’s Club. The
grant will support the Girls Inc. group
to plan and implement service proj-
ects in the community and to pur-
chase scrap-booking supplies so the
girls can keep a book of their projects
in the community. Just last week the
Girls Inc. group participated in “Trick
or Treat so Others Can Eat.” The girls
collected many bags of food for area
food pantries.

The Metropolitan Woman’s Club is
dedicated to the acceptance of civic
responsibilities as they relate to the
needs of the community. Their gift
helps Kennedy Heights to continue to
make Madison a strong community
for all.

Woman’s CClub ffunds KKennedy HHeights

Sue Springman    242-5566
www.emi-mgmt.com

Office Space Available

Happy Holidays from
the Northside News!



COMMUNITY

FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Steaks Roasts
Poultry Deli    

Special Cuts & Special Orders
Carryout Lunch & Dinners

Jim’s MEAT
MARKET

“Experience You Can Trust”

Serving Some of Madison’s 
Finest Meat & Seafood

1436 Northport Drive 244-8600
Located across from Warner Park

611 N. Sherman Ave.
608.663.5500

www.mannacafe.com
OPEN 6 AM WEEKDAYS

7 AM WEEKENDS

Happy Holidays and an 
Exciting New Year from your

Friends and Neighbors at Manna

Barb & Mike

Marvel

Kurt

Trevor

Suzy

Jules

Larry

Zach

Matt

Beth

Oz
KC

Shpressa

Sean

Chris

Isaac

Tony

Dan

Kelly

Aaron

Karissa
Liz

Eli

Michael

The Northside Arts, Crafts & Food
Faire, located in the former Mielke’s True
Value in Northside TownCenter contin-
ues on its merry journey there every
Sunday through Dec. 21, 9 am – 3 pm. 

The diversity of the vendors’ offer-
ings is truly astounding and inspiring
considering the nature of this local
event. Here is only a small sampling of
the wide range
of fare offered:
C z e c h
Kolaches, col-
lectible mar-
bles, Buffalo
Jerky, hand-
made quilts,
African masks,
Tibetan prayer
wheels, dried
m u s h r o o m s ,
C h r i s t m a s
wreaths, farm-
ers cheese, table
centerp ieces ,
gourmet sausages, gourmet chocolates,
cookie and donuts, grass-feed beef,
handmade candles, gold and silver jew-
elry, custom seasonings, and a wide
variety of fresh produce, vegetables,
root vegetables, dried flowers, baked
goods, jellies and preserves, fresh milk
and dairy, lotions and potions, soaps
and scents and every kind of holiday
gift decorations, foods and baskets. 

But that’s not all! Many local artists,
photographers, potters, sculptors and
representatives of just about every visu-

al art form imaginable have the oppor-
tunity to display and sell works on the
front wall of the Food Faire (displayed
at no charge). Here people meet and
greet and survey the art while sipping
gourmet coffees, hot chocolate or cider. 

While at the market, take a break and
try some of the best freshly prepared
breakfast, lunch or brunch fare available

on the
Northside. A
s p e c i a l
Brunch is
served from
10 am - 2 pm
e v e r y
Sunday. Fruit
drinks are
available. 

Booth and
display space
is available at
reduced rates
or no charge
to local vol-

unteer groups, civic organizations, com-
munity outreach programs, youth
groups, schools or churches as a way to
say thank you for their service to the
Northside. We’ve even brought back the
good old bake sales. Volunteers are
needed for advertising, publicity, event
supervision and food service. 

If you would like to be a vendor, vol-
unteer or have your group represented
contact Larry Zoucha at 556-3423 or
nsacff@yahoo.com.

NNoorrtthhssiiddee AArrttss,, CCrraafftt && FFoooodd FFaaiirree
rruunnss SSuunnddaayyss tthhrroouugghh DDeecc.. 2211 

Drs. Brent McNabb, Ross Royster,
Dan Soderholm, Justin Rodriguez 
2205 North Sherman Avenue, Madison, WI 53704

244-0044
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This award is presented to the
DuWayne’s Salon
in Recognition of

50 years of Keeping Madison Looking Great
DuWayne’s Salon, under the able leadership of the Nelson family,
has been a Madison fixture for 50 years. First located on Wisconsin
Avenue, the salon has been on N. Sherman Avenue for most of it’s
50 years. DuWayne’s is Northside classic, providing hairstyling and
cosmetology services and acting as an anchor business. Steve
Nelson always has a smile for his customers and has been know to
go to great lengths to make sure people look good, including visiting
them at home and in the hospital. Steve, like his father DuWayne
before him, gives back to his community by sponsoring events like
“Pounding the Pavement for a Pool” at Warner Park and “Kids Feed
Madison”. We look forward to another 50 successful years of Steve
and all the folks at DuWayne’s “Keeping Madison looking great!”

Awarded this 28th day of September 2008 by

AAlldd..  TTiimm  BBrruueerr,,  PPrreessiiddeenntt
Madison Common Council, District 14
AAlldd..  SSaattyyaa  RRhhooddeess--CCoonnwwaayy
Madison Common Council, District 12

By Char Tortorice
President, Lake View Hill Neighborhood Association

Strong winds and a snowflake or
two didn’t stop children from finding a
stash of mini-pumpkins in Sunfield
Park in late October. S’mores, cider,
and a roaring fire provided the back-
drop for neighbors to get together and
catch up before winter sets in and we

all hunker down at home.
Mark your calendars for Monday,

Feb. 9, 2009 for the LVHNA annual
meeting 6:30-8:00 pm at the Warner
Park Center. There will be the election
of officers and a discussion of plans
for the year. Dessert will be provided.

Wishing you and yours happiness
for the holidays, health throughout the
New Year, and hope for peace. 

News ffrom LLake VView HHill 
Neighborhood AAssociation

Handmade soaps are just one of dozens
of items available at the Northside Arts,
Crafts & Food Faire in December.
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