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by Mary schumacher 
Northside News

Free business advice was the topic of 
an October meeting hosted by the North-
side Small Office Home Office (SOHO) 
Group, an organization dedicated to sup-
porting Northside entrepreneurs. 

Mike Conklin, a business counselor 
from the Senior Corps of Retired Ex-
ecutives (SCORE), spoke to a group 
of business people gathered at the 
Lakeview Library about the organiza-
tion’s free and low-cost services. 

A retired executive from the pro-
fessional services industry and for-
mer Brentwood neighborhood resi-
dent, Conklin explained that SCORE 
is a national nonprofit organization 
with chapters throughout the country. 
Madison’s chapter is located at the 
MG&E Innovation Center inside the 
University Research Park at 505 S. 
Rosa Road, Suite 37. 

Madison’s SCORE organization has 
about 50 seasoned business counselors 
who help entrepreneurs in any stage 
of their business, from just thinking 
about launching their own firm to 
those already in full swing. Existing 
or prospective small business owners 
can call the SCORE office to set up a 
one-hour free counseling session. For 
those just starting out, the counselors 
will assess your business plan or ideas 
and advise on next steps, including 
not to quit your day job.

Individuals interested in starting 
a business can also attend the Going 
Into Business seminar that includes 
information on writing a business 
plan. The course costs $10 and takes 
place every first and third Wednesday 
from 9 –11:30 am at the SCORE of-
fice. Pre-registration is not required.

For business owners whose business-
es are established, the $25 Annual 

Business Check-up helps take busi-
nesses to their next level of growth 
or helps turn around struggling op-
erations. 

But not just new business owners 
can take advantage of the free coun-
seling. I recently made an appoint-
ment with Mike Conklin and another 
counselor Joel Peterson to discuss 
how I could grow my own home-based 
career services firm. After a good dis-
cussion with some pointed questions, 
I received insightful advice that led to 
an “aha” moment and a roadmap to a 
new line of services. But that’s not the 
end of my collaboration with SCORE. 
I have already scheduled my next 
counseling session where Conklin and 
Peterson will evaluate my marketing 
materials. Priceless!

So, to recap, the three reasons SCORE 
boosts entrepreneurial success are:

1. Experienced executives provide 
free one-hour consultations to 
evaluate your potential to success-
fully launch a business. If your 
ideas, work ethic or financial situ-
ation need some improvement, 
they’ll let you know and make sug-
gestions for change.

2. SCORE provides very low-cost 
seminars to help entrepreneurs 
write a business plan, and to help 
existing businesses move forward.

3. SCORE executives provide ongo-
ing mentorship to both new and 
experienced business people. 

For more information, visit the 
SCORE Madison website at www.
scoremadison145.org or call 441-2820.

Tax Incremental Finance District 
#40 — aimed at helping the North-
side by financing improvements in 
streets, intersection improvements, 
bike trails and storm sewers — is on 
its way.

The TIF Joint Review Board gave 
its consent on Oct. 28, following pre-
vious Madison Plan Commission and 
Common Council approvals.

“Work on potential TID projects 
may begin as soon as they have been 
approved through the normal city 
budget review and approval process,” 
said Linda Horvath of the city’s De-
partment of Planning and Communi-
ty and Economic Development.

Tax incremental finance districts use 
property tax payments from new devel-
opment for a certain number of years 
to finance improvements in the district.

Ald. Satya Rhodes-Conway pro-
posed the district, with strong sup-
port from Ald. Michael Schumacher.

“I’m excited that TIF is now an 
option available to the Northside,” 
Rhodes-Conway said. “Although 
there are no projects on the table at 
the moment, over the next year I hope 
to start implementing elements of the 
newly-adopted Northside neighbor-
hood plan with TIF funds. I also hope 
that the availability of TIF will spark 
some interest in economic develop-
ment on the Northside.”

The TIF district includes a wide 
swath of the Northport Drive, Sher-
man Avenue and Packers Avenue 
area, including the Northgate Mall, 
the Northside TownCenter and the 
Oscar Mayer plant.

More than half of the properties in 
the area were found to be blighted or 
in need of rehabilitation or conserva-
tion work.

It shouldn’t be a crazy idea that investments deserve personal attention. That’s why we put our 
10,000 offices in neighborhoods. So we’re easier to get to, and spend time with.  Join the nearly 
7 million investors who know. Face time and think time make sense. www.edwardjones.com
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Buys the radical  concept 
  that big skyscrapers
  don’t necessarily mean
 big investment smarts.

Jeffrey A Prebish
Financial Advisor
.

1732 Fordem Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-244-8793

Kevin M Faulkner
Financial Advisor
.

301 N Sherman Ave Suite
200
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-4796

Paul D Benrud
Financial Advisor
.

4672 East Washington Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
608-242-0591

Three reasons how sCORe can 
boost entrepreneurial success 

northside TiF is on its way

Local business has donated computers to  
Gompers Elementary School
Core BT, a Madison computer business, has been a part of donating computers 
to Madison’s Northside schools.  Sales representative Andi Rainey (second from 
left) and VP of sales, Teri Bruns (third from left), are shown here with Gomper’s 
Principal, Carlettra Stanford (left). This year’s donation, a large personal com-
puter workstation, is going to Gompers Elementary School. Last year’s recipient 
of equipment was Lakeview Elementary School and the other two Northside el-
ementary schools — Mendota, Lindbergh — are slated to receive computers in 
future years. Core BTS was one of the sponsors of the September 11 Northside 
4 Knowledge event efforts to bring technology to Northside schools. 
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Manna Cafe & Bakery
611 North Sherman Ave. in Lakewood Plaza

608.663.5500 • www.mannacafe.com

Open 6 AM Weekdays • 7 AM Weekends

d Artisan turtles and 
kitties make great 
stocking stuffers

d Don’t forget Manna 
gift certificates  
for those special 
neighbors and 
friends

Home Sweet Home
Order Your Holiday Goodness

Pies d Quiche d Pastries

Check our Web site for details
www.mannacafe.com

$5 off perms
good through 1/1/2010

Happy Holidays!
We wish all our customers the 

best of the holiday season!

Gift certificates available!

241-8034
1409 Northport Drive

by Mary schumacher 
Northside News

Shedding holiday pounds is on 
many people’s New Year’s resolution 
lists. Fortunately, Northsiders seeking 
to get into shape, or who need a great 
gift idea, now have two neighborhood 
fitness centers to choose from.

The Warner Park Community 
Recreation Center (WPCRC) has 
a well-stocked exercise room and a 
large gym. The exercise room has sta-
tionary bicycles, elliptical machines, 
and treadmills (with six more tread-
mills arriving in December). There 
are also a number of weight machines. 

To use the facility, a user must first 
purchase an annual ID card ($5 and 
up for Madison residents) and then 
a pass. Users can get a single admis-
sion pass, a 20-visit pass, or an an-
nual membership that allows unlim-
ited use of the exercise room and the 
gym during open hours. Fees vary 
depending on age and residency of 
the user. The facility has showers and 
a locker room. Hours change accord-
ing to time of year but in general the 
building opens either at 6:00 AM or 
8:00 AM and closes at 10:00 PM. The 
building is closed on Sundays during 
summer months.

WPCRC ID card holders can also 
take advantage of MSCR classes 
held at the center and child care in 
the playroom. 

Anytime Fitness opened in August 

in the Northgate shopping center. Part 
of a fast-growing company with 13 lo-
cations in the Madison area, the facility 
is open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

The fitness center has treadmills, 
elliptical cross-trainers, cycles, 
weight machines and free weights, 
and other fitness equipment. Ad-
ditional treadmills are also in the 
works. All cardio machines have a 
personal TV screen. The facility in-
cludes a private shower, lockers, and 
cubby holes for storing bags or keys.

Memberships last from three months 
to two years. Fees vary, and can be 
reduced by promotions, corporate dis-
counts, or health care provider reim-
bursements. Four personal trainers of-
fer their services at Anytime Fitness, 
and all memberships come with three 
free sessions with a personal trainer. 

Both WPCRC and Anytime Fit-
ness offer gift certificates. For in-
formation on fees and hours, see the 
contact information below.

Warner Park Community 
Recreation Center
1625 Northport Drive
245-3690
www.wpcrc.com

Anytime Fitness
Manager: Liz Thieleke
1117 North Sherman Avenue  
(Northgate Shopping Center)
245-1616
www.anytimefitness.com

by Amy Mondloch
The Grassroots Leadership College 

(GLC) is accepting applications for its 
2010 General Semester through Dec. 18.  

The GLC, a small nonprofit that was 
founded in 2003 with the help of the 
Northside, South Metropolitan and 
East Isthmus Neighborhoods Planning 
Councils, teaches community organiz-
ing using the idea that we are all learn-
ers, teachers and leaders.

The General Semester matches de-
veloping leaders, people with commu-
nity projects or ideas for projects that 
they’d like to implement, with volun-
teer coaches who lend a listening ear 
and sometimes a helping hand.  To-
gether they attend classes on Tuesday 
evenings from January through May 
that cover everything from how to find 
and keep volunteers, to working in a 
multi-cultural community and con-
fronting the power structures.  Mean-
while with lots of hard work and sup-
port from classmates, coaches and the 
GLC, projects take root.  

Executive Director Amy Mondloch, 
spoke about a few of the GLC’s suc-
cesses. “It is really amazing to look 
back and see some of the things we’ve 
had the pleasure to be a part of.  Back 
in 2003 one of the big ones was Weed 
Warriors.  Tammy had been working 
with a few dozen friends picking gar-
lic mustard, an invasive plant species 
that sprouts up all over Madison.  She 
knew it was a losing battle as long as 
only a few people were helping.  So, 
with her coach’s support she drew up 
the plans to build the effort.  Within a 
year hundreds of people from school 
kids to the mayor were getting out 
there experiencing nature and quite 

literally getting their hand dirty mak-
ing Madison a better place.  The work 
is still going on every spring.  

“In 2004 a couple projects really 
made their mark on Madison.  Sara and 
a group of other parents wanted the 
option of a bilingual education for lo-
cal kids.  Sara used her time with the 
GLC to work on that project that be-
came Madison’s first bilingual charter 
school, Nuestro Mundo.  Another big 
success was on the Northside.  Resi-
dents had lost their Kohl’s store a few 
years earlier and a lot people were 
having a hard time getting groceries.  
Nan, with the support of her coach and 
the Northside Planning Council, took 
up the challenge.  She led the market 
basket survey that ultimately brought 
Pierce’s Grocery store in.”

Mondloch acknowledged that not 
every project has had the big impacts 
community wide that these efforts 
have.  “Not every effort is a huge suc-
cess right away, but each is a learning 
experience, and each creates an im-
pact.  We’ve gotten to support more 
than 100 community projects in the 
last six years.  People have created sup-
port groups, started neighborhood as-
sociations, created camps for children 
of adoption, and so many other things.  
It’s just amazing what every day people 
can do to change the community when 
they decide to.”

Applications for coaches and de-
veloping leaders are being accepted 
through December 18.  Childcare and 
dinner are provided at all sessions.  
Scholarships are also available.  For 
more information or to apply check out 
www.grassrootsleadershipcollege.org   
or call (608) 441-0085.

Get into shape at Northside  
fitness centers

Grassroots Leadership College 
prepares to support new group of 
community leaders and projects

Grassroots Leadership College matches developing leaders with project ideas. 

Ê Ê Ê Ê Hardware Center Ê
1398 Williamson St.  257-1630Ê

acewilly@tds.net 

LEDÊ HolidayÊ LightsÊ
*EnergyÊ Saver*Ê

Sale!Ê
$4.99-Ê Ê

$6.99/setÊ After 
Instant 
Rebate- 
Thru Dec. 

Ê

Advertise in the Northside News!
Our ad rates can’t be beat at $14.25 per column inch!

Ad prices start at only $57.
We offer special rates for non-profit organizations.

We also offer layout services – Call us at 661-0060 to learn more!
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By Andy Czerkas

The River Food Pantry is Dane 
County’s busiest food pantry

The number of people using The 
River Food Pantry is unprecedented. 
After just three-and-a-half years of 
operation, we are soberly report-
ing that the River has become Dane 
County’s busiest food pantry.  

October was The River’s busiest 
month ever. The pantry recorded 
over 2230 family visits. Every week, 
we supplied 500-plus families with 
20,000 pounds of food. 

More and more, The River is ful-
filling a role as a significant part of 
the social safety net in our city.  That 
demand has severely strained our fi-
nances and forced us to dip into our 
reserve fund to cover food costs of 
more than $10,000 per month.

Even though a number of groups 
are doing food drives for The River, 
it has become difficult to provide 
enough food to cover the need.  The 
pantry has been forced to purchase 
food from area wholesalers.

Many Northsiders have supported 
us, financially, and as volunteers, 
and allowed us to effectively serve 
the growing need in our commu-
nity.  More people than ever depend 
on your willing help.  We offer big 
thanks to all of you from the bottom 
of our heart.  

Many of you have perhaps read the 
newspaper articles about difficulties 
charities are having with dramati-
cally reduced contributions in this 
shaky economy.  The River Food 
Pantry surely needs your help in the-
ses trying times.

Please remember those among us 
who are jobless or on insufficient, fixed 
incomes and forced to choose between 
food and other vital expenses.  

As we celebrate our blessings this 
holiday season, please consider sup-
porting The River Food Pantry.  

Donations can be sent to The 
River at 2201 Darwin Rd., Madison 
WI, 53704.  You can also contrib-
ute on our website www.theriver-
madison.org.

Lakeview Branch Library
246-4547
Hours: Mon. –Fri.: 10 am–8 pm
Saturday: 9 am–5 pm
Closed Dec. 24, 25, 31, Jan. 1 and 
Jan. 18

The Friends of Lakeview Branch  
Library next Quarterly Book 
Sale is from 9 am–5 pm on Sat., 
Dec. 12, with a Bag Sale from 3–5 pm.

Free Tax Preparation 
at Lakeview Library
Thursdays Jan. 28–Apr. 8
Every other Monday from 
Feb. 1 – Apr. 12
Call 246-4547 after the holidays to 
reserve a half hour appointment to 
have your Federal and State income 
taxes prepared for you by experienced, 
trained volunteers. This valuable, free 
service is provided by AARP and is 
the only service on the Northside. Tell 
your friends.

Lakeview Chess Club
Held the second and fourth Mon-
day of the month at 6 pm. Beginners 
can learn a new game and experienced 
players sharpen their skills.

Sweets and Stories
Sat. Jan. 9 and Feb. 13 at 10 am
Saturday morning story time for the 
whole family with donuts, coffee 
and juice.

Drop-in Crafts
Mon. Feb. 1 from 3:30-5 pm
Kids in Grades K-5, stop by the library 
and exercise your “creative muscle.” 

Family Wii Night
Mon., Nov. 30 from 6:30-7:30 pm
Come play Wii games that are fun for 
all ages. Mom and Dad vs. the kids? 
Boys vs. Girls? Who will win? Regis-
ter by calling Lakeview at 246-4547.

Game Club 
Mondays: Dec. 14, Jan. 11 and 
25 and Feb. 8 from 2:30–4:30 pm
Kids 8 -18 eat snacks and play fun 
board games. Beginner and advanced 
gamers welcome. 

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays, Jan 26- Apr 27 at 10:30 am 
Stories, songs, fingerplays and more 
for children ages 3-5. Younger siblings 
welcome. 

Storytime for the Very Young
Tuesdays, Jan 26–Apr 27 at 11:30 am  
Stories, songs and rhymes for children 
ages 0-35 months. One adult per child 
is recommended.

Adult Noon Book Group
First Thursday of each month
Eat cookies with your neighbors — 
and we also talk about books.
Jan. 8: Isaac’s Storm by Eric Larson
Copies are always available at the Library. 

Video Game-a-thon
Weds, Dec. 16 and Fri. Jan. 15 from 
3:30–5 pm and Fri. Feb 5 from 
1–2:30 pm
Middle schoolers and teens: DDR, 
Wii, and pizza. Bring your friends.

Nifty Thrifty Gifty
Wed. Dec. 9 from 3:30–4:30 pm
Make one-of-a-kind treasures to keep 
or to give away. Ages 6 and up. Chil-
dren under 8 need an adult helper. Reg-
ister in advance. 

Snow Stories
Sat., Dec. 12 at 1:30 pm
The whole family can get warm and 
cozy with a cookie and a cup of cocoa 
and enjoy some chilly stories.

Gingerbread Cookie Fun
Tues., Dec. 15 from 3:30–5 pm
Stories, games, and more at this fast-
paced family program. Take home a 
decorated (sugar) cookie. Children 
ages 6 and under need an adult helper. 
Register by calling 246-4547.

Art of the Picture Book: Making Pic-
tures in the Style of Denise Fleming
Fri., Jan. 22 at 2 pm
Use paper-making techniques to create 
pictures. Smocks recommended. For 
kids in grades K-5. Children under 10 
need an adult helper. Register begin-
ning Jan. 8, 2010. 

Gavi the Guide Dog
Sat., Jan. 23 at 1:30 pm
Jen Morsch and Gavi share what guide 
dogs do and how they work with their 
human companions. Learn proper eti-
quette for approaching service dogs. 
Suitable for the whole family. Register 
after Jan. 9, 2010 to receive your name 
printed in braille.

Valentine Cards and Candy Sushi
Fri. Feb 5 from 3:30–4:30 pm
Kids grades K-5 make a one-of-a-kind 
card with glitter, stickers, and sparkles 
and create candy sushi for someone 
special. Supplies provided. Registra-
tion required.

Knitting at the Library
Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm 
Make new friends and polish your 
skills. Want to learn and need needles 
and yarn to get started? They will teach 
you and supply materials.

Scrabble for Adults
Every Wednesday at 10 am

Lakeview Branch LiBrarian

From
katie 
Scharf
246-4547

We have all your vehicle’s needs covered!

241-0777 1423 Northport Dr.

NORTHPORT
SHELL STATION

Gas Available 24 Hours with Card

Full service gas is available! Outside windows
washed and tire pressure and, fluids checked! 

An extra charge is added for full service.

From fill ups to fix ups, 
we are your Northside vehicle specialists!

Store & service hours:

Monday-Friday
6:30am-7pm

Saturday
7am-7pm

Sunday
7am-7pm

Now Available!
Wine

Wollersheim • Franzia • Beringer
Yellow Tail • Robert Mondari 

Specialty Beer
Ale Asylum • New Glarus Brewing

Leinenkugel • Capital Brewery
Blue Moon Brewing

Plus:
Our 4-pack beer starts at $1.90

J & M Services
HOME REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

l Snow Removal l Handyman

l Remodeling l General Yardwork

FREE ESTIMATES ~ INSURED
Owner On Site On Every Project

242-5731
jnmservices@merr.com

Jim and Mary
Northside residents
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Lake View Hill 
Neighborhood 
Association

By Char Tortorice  
LVNA President

Halloween came early to Sun-
field Park where a pumpkin hunt, 
seasonal games, a talking pumpkin, 
and s’mores filled a sunny Sunday 
afternoon.  Ghosts, witches, Minnie 
Mouse, and other characters walked 
out of the park through a “Trunk or 
Treat” boulevard.  Even the trunk of 
a motorcycle can be a scary haven 
for sweet treats!  Thanks to all who 
helped make it a fun event.

We love our parks here on the North-
side and MG&E is challenging us to 
become more green than ever.  In an 
effort to increase participation in the 

use of renewable energy sources, 
MG&E is sponsoring the Neigh-
borhood Green Challenge Program.  
The neighborhood that increases 
participation in their renewable en-
ergy program by the highest per-
centage between January 1, 2010 
and September 30, 2010 will receive 
$1000.  The second place neighbor-
hood will receive $500.  Lake View 
Hill neighborhood has been signed 
up.  I will be receiving more infor-
mation in the next couple of months 
and will pass along all the “HOW 
TO’S” in the February edition of the 
Northside News.    

Finally, this is the time that the As-
sociation develops a slate of officers 
to be presented at the annual meeting 
on February 15 (mark your calendars 
– more information to come in the 
next Northside News).  Want to get 
more involved?  Please let me know 
of your interest (249-8052).  There 
is no better way to get to know your 
neighbors and to feel good about 
keeping the Lake View Hill neighbor-
hood Madison’s best place to live.

Best wishes for a wonderful holi-
day season.

It’s a bit late for Thanksgiving, but 
I’d like to take a moment and be thank-
ful for our Northside community and 
the ways in which we make each oth-
er’s lives better, whether it’s by donat-
ing to a food pantry, helping out at a 
school, volunteering at the Northside 
Farmer’s Market, or just lending a hand 
or a smile to a neighbor. I’m thankful 
too for the privilege of serving as your 
representative on the City Council. 

When I last wrote, we were starting 
the City budget, and now it’s over for 
another year. Thanks to those of you 
who let me know what you thought 
about various proposals. In the capi-
tal budget, we kept funding for both 
the Edgewater Hotel redevelopment 
($16 million over 2 years from TIF) 
and the Central Library ($37 million 
over 3 years); however both projects 
will require additional future approv-
als. In the operating budget, we cut 

Streets Department staffing (four po-
sitions), making large item collection 
every other week and brush pick up 
less frequent (saves about $250,000). 
We also cut funding to WYOU (about 
$70,000). We didn’t cut funding for ice 
rinks, but we are asking neighborhood 
groups to help maintain them in hopes 
of saving some money and having bet-
ter ice quality. 

It may not feel like it outside, but it 
is winter, and that means, among oth-
er things, alternate side parking. For 
more information on parking, snow 
plowing, sanding etc please visit www.
cityofmadison.com/winter. Looking 
forward, we’re planning now for the 
resurfacing of STH 113. We plan on 
holding several public meetings where 
you can learn about and comment on 
the plan – look for those announce-
ments and please join us. 

Until then, happy winter and don’t 
forget to show your Northside Pride 
when you’re looking for holiday gifts 
– shop local! 

District 12 supervisor

From
satya 
rhoDes- 
conway

Families with low to moderate in-
comes interested in learning more 
about building with Habitat for Hu-
manity of Dane County are encour-
aged to attend our upcoming Janu-
ary informational meetings. Habitat 
for Humanity of Dane County holds 
quarterly informational meetings and 
is seeking several families for single 
family homes that will be constructed 
in the Northside of Madison, South-
west Madison and in Stoughton. To 
apply for a Habitat home, applicants 
must attend one of the following in-
formational meetings to receive an 
application:

Sunday, Jan. 10, 6:30 p.m.,
Warner Park Rec. Center
1625 Northport Dr., Madison

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Boys and Girls Club
4705 Jenewein Dr. (off Allied Drive),
Madison

Habitat for Humanity of Dane 
County is a home ownership pro-
gram for hard working families in 
need of a simple, decent and afford-
able home. For more information or 
for program requirements, please 
contact Habitat for Humanity of 
Dane County at 255-1549, ext. 212 
or www.habitatdane.org. 

Everyday from 2 p.m.–5 p.m. enjoy

Buy One, Get One FREE
Concrete Mixers!

Build Your Own!Build Your Own!
 Butterscotch • Chocolate Syrup • Hot Caramel • Hot Fudge • Marshmallow Cream

Mint Topping • Peanut Butter • Candy Sprinkles • Brownie Pieces

 Banana • Blackberries • Blueberries • Cherries • Peaches

Pineapple • Raspberries • Strawberries

Free Concrete Mixer of equal or lesser value of purchase. Please no substitutions. Not valid with any other offer. Not valid for value basket upgrade purchases. Valid at Culver’s of Madison-Northport for a limited time only.

®

am
biance muzik25 years experience

Accepting new students

All ages welcome!
Adults welcome!

ambiance muzik
Marianne  249-5444

ambiancemuzik@gmail.com

Piano & Cello Lessons

What:  Free informational seminars to help you take advantage
 of the Real Estate Tax Stimulus

Where: Warner Park Community Recreation Center
 1625 Northport Drive
 Madison, WI

When: January 19, 2010
 6:00-6:30 pm: Check in  
 6:30-7:15 pm: First-Time Home Buyers Tax Stimulus Seminar
 7:30-8:15: Current Homeowners Tax Stimulus Seminar  

Free Tax Stimulus Seminar
Home Buyers & Sellers Seminars

January 19, 2010

Limited seating
Pre-register by calling 

608-244-6500

Brian Bezenski Agency
(608) 249-2183 office
bbrezens@amfam.com

The following real estate experts will be available to answer your questions:

Kathy Jasper

Harry Andruss

Contact me to host a taste-testing party, order products or 
find out about becoming a Tastefully Simple® consultant.

©2009, Tastefully Simple, Inc.

Great Foods & Gifts!

www.tastefullysimple.com/web/jniermann

Judi Niermann 
(608) 213-8197

Tastefully Simple 
Independent Consultant

1610 Delaware Blvd 
Madison, WI 53704

Build Your Own Home with Habitat for 
Humanity of Dane County

Ald. Rhodes-Conway 
can be reached at 242-4426 or 
district12@cityofmadison.com
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Elyon McMicklE
1st Place Winner

High School Category

PEtEr J. thoMas
1st Place Winner
Adult Category

District 18 AlDerperson

From
MichAel 
schuMAcher

The City Council and the mayor 
worked collaboratively to adopt a fis-
cally responsible budget that balances 
public safety, community services, and 
infrastructure investment. Given our 
economic time and the stress it causes 
on property assessments, local employ-
ment, social and community services 
any property tax increase requires ap-
propriate justification. 

For example, we could have decided 
to cut a few more city positions, but giv-
en that alders receive more often com-
plaints about what is not being done, 
the City Council chose to emphasize 
quality of service. We restored funding 
to maintain ice rinks, increased needed 
services for the more vulnerable popu-
lations, and invested in infrastructure 
needs for about six dollars per month 
in property taxes on the average home. 

The City Council also approved 
the Northport-Warner Park-Sherman 
neighborhood plan after a great num-
ber of dedicated Northsiders worked 
on it for two years. We had hundreds of 
Northsiders attend several open houses 
to offer their input. The plan provides 

concept designs for key areas includ-
ing the Northside TownCenter; Airport 
Gateway; Northport-Troy; Raemisch 
Property off Sherman Avenue; North-
gate Shopping Center; Kraft-Oscar 
Mayer; and Packers Avenue Frontage. 

The plan highlights recommenda-
tions for Northside identity and brand-
ing; local economic development; 
safety and efficiency of walking, bik-
ing, and driving; recreation and sus-
tainability of green spaces; community 
education and recreation; and stable 
and inviting places to live. We are re-
ceiving federal dollars to implement 
some of the recommendations while 
the newly created Tax Increment Dis-
trict will spin off dollars for additional 
Northside improvements.

I encourage you to review the plan 
at www.cityofmadison.com/neighbor-
hoods/northsideplan. I want to espe-
cially thank the steering committee, 
City staff, and the many contributors 
for their enduring commitment to our 
Northside. 

Now we are working on the desper-
ately needed reconstruction of North-
port/Packers Avenue. Early next year 
we will have public meetings. Stay 
tuned.

Happy Holiday Season!

By Anita Weier 
Northside News

A wide variety of poetic styles and 
subjects – and lots of talent – emerged 
during the Lakeview Branch Library 
Poetry Slam on Nov. 14.

“I’ll tell my friends in New York that 
there is definitely a poetry community in 
Madison,” said judge Robin Small-Mc-
Carthy, a performing artist and teacher in 
New York City who is back in her col-
lege town to finish books and instruct in 
an apprenticeship readiness program.

The Nov. 14 spoken word competi-
tion at the library, part of a celebration 
of Lakeview’s 50th anniversary year, 
drew poets ranging in age from 15 to 84.

“I do treasure this,” said Peter J. Thom-
as after receiving his first place award in 
the adult category with two poems in-
cluding one he described as a “narrative 
verse with attitude.”

Second place in the adult catego-
ry went to Peg Sherry and third to 
Yvonne Yahnke.

Elyon McMickle, who took first place 
in the high school category with her 
poem “Number 13,” said she is hopeful 

that poetry will return to popularity.
Shanon Holmes earned the second 

place award and Lorenzo McKittrick 
came in third in the high school category.

“It is a gift to share your works of po-
etry,” said Madison Poet Laureate Fabu, 
emcee for the event, who also performed 
some of her own works while the judges 
completed their scorecards.

The winners received cash prizes 
and award certificates, courtesy of the 
Friends of the Lakeview Branch Library.

Judges in addition to Small-McCar-
thy were Derek Johnson, also known 
as Phredum, who teaches workshops 
for teenagers in the art of spoken word, 
and David Wallner, a member of the 
Madison Library Board who recently 
retired after three decades as an Eng-
lish teacher and adviser to the award-
winning student newspaper at Stough-
ton High School.

A group headed by Char Tortorice 
provided refreshments. The Poetry 
Slam was organized by Margaret 
McEntire, Anita Weier and Barb Kar-
len, president of the Friends of the 
Lakeview Branch Library.

Accepting reservations
for our banquet facility.
Book your holiday, work,
anniversary, and birthday

parties now.

608-244-1822    •    2702 Shopko Drive Madison WI 53704    •    golfthebridges.com

Reserve your holiday party now.
Seating for 144 people

Open for lunch 
Monday–Friday
Daily lunch specials

Friday Fish Fry all year 
11am–9pm

Winter Brunch
Every second Sunday  

of each month

Yvonne Yahnke receives her award from Fabu as Peg Sherry looks on
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Talent emerges at Poetry Slam

Ald. Schumacher
can be reached at 242-1779 or
district18@cityofmadison.com

tell our advertisers you saw their ad in the northside news

A segment from 

“There but for the grace”

“On State Street
that grating street,
prowling the town,
looking for work,
dodging the detritus
of political correctness
of that cloying Capital –“Mad 
City.”

It’s morning
and men of working age,
(why is it always men?)
are hanging out,
lurking in doorways,
clinging to walls,
drab clumps of lichen
waiting out the drizzle.”

–Peter J. Thomas

A segment from “Number 13”

“What you did to me,
And the girl before me,
Are lost in history.
Just like the one before me.
And there’s always one before her
The one you remembered when I 
got boring. 
When I was out of line,
Her name was a warning.
And she was so perfect.
Imaginary for all practical  
purpose.
You told me these wonderful 
stories,
How she got up early
Didn’t snore like me.
She had me wondering if she was 
so wonderful,
Why did she leave?
I guess she saw what I didn’t see,
The fine line between your two  
personalities.”

–Elyon McMickle
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By Leon Miller

This fall, three AmeriCorps person-
nel have chosen to make the Vera Court 
Community Center their professional 
home for the year.  AmeriCorps is a 
direct-service centered program along 
the lines of the Peace Corps, but con-
centrating on projects in the United 
States. These projects include work 
in schools, community centers, not-
for-profi t organizations as well as the 
environment (e.g. conservation and 
land reclamation).  
The program was 
started in the early 
years of the Clin-
ton administration 
and has expanded 
considerably since 
then. This year 
over 70,000 per-
sonnel are work-
ing on projects 
throughout the 
country.  Ameri-
Corps personnel receive a modest sti-
pend for their work, plus a grant of up 
to $5000 for additional education after 
their AmeriCorps year. Our current 
AmeriCorps personnel are:

Christine Brice, who is originally from 
Chicago, attended Lawrence University, 
majoring in Biology. After a stint work-
ing at Covance, Christine decided to ap-
ply to the AmeriCorps program.  At the 
Center, Christine is the program director 
for “Girl Power”, an academic and so-
cial skills program for girls in elemen-
tary and middle school.  “Girl Power” is 
very popular, and Christine is enjoying 
the challenge.  She also assists in the ac-
ademic tutoring programs of the center.  
She really likes working with the kids 
and she loves the East side.  In the fu-
ture Christine is thinking about a career 
in Art Therapy.

Sam Crossley is a hometown boy. 
Raised on the East side, he is a gradu-
ate of East High ’05, and UW-Madi-
son, ’09, majoring in Spanish and Lat-
in American Studies. Sam is in charge 
of the “Rise” program, an important 
academic enhancement program for 
elementary and middle school stu-
dents that works in collaboration with 
neighborhood schools.  Sam is also the 
program director for “Life as a Boy”, 
a companion to the “Girl Power” pro-
gram Christine directs. Sam is excited 
about returning to the East side in a 
new teaching role, and he especially 

likes Vera Court, where, he says, there 
is a real sense of community and col-
laboration among the staff.  Back in his 
college days, Sam was a counselor dur-
ing the summers for canoe trips in the 
Boundary Waters of Minnesota, and he 
is working on putting together fi nanc-
ing for a trip up there by a Vera Court 
contingent next summer. 

Ben White, the third member of the 
AmeriCorps team, found his way to 
UW-Madison from Boston.   While at 

UW, Sam majored 
in Political Science 
and Sociology. 
This year at Vera 
Court he is respon-
sible for “Spark”, 
an exciting new 
program for which 
Vera Court recent-
ly received fund-
ing.  “Spark’s” tar-
get is high school 
students, and is 

directed toward the development of ca-
reer paths for students.  The basic idea 
is that students do not suddenly fi nd 
themselves at the end of their senior 
year wondering “what now”?  Rather, 
by thinking about, and planning for, 
career paths while in high school, 
students can help develop the skills 
and credentials needed for success as 
young adults. Ben also is involved in 
the career development initiatives of 
the center; helping with resume writ-
ing, interview preparation, job search 
etc. as an open resource for adults in 
the Vera Court community. The idea of 
being in on the ground fl oor for the new 
“Spark” program is really attractive to 
Ben.  He relishes the responsibility and 
appreciates the general support the staff 
shows for each other. Next year, Ben is 
planning on attending law school.

In the AmeriCorps initiative, appli-
cants list their preferences amongst the 
various agencies that apply for Ameri-
Corps personnel. Then, the participat-
ing agencies take a look at the appli-
cants, and look for the best fi t to their 
needs.  The Center has been blessed in 
the past in that we have found many 
who would like to join us for the year.  
That also means some tough choices 
among highly qualifi ed applicants.   In 
any case, the current AmeriCorps folks 
are happy to be at Vera Court, and the 
Center is certainly happy to have them 
… a win-win situation!

By Anita Weier                           
Northside News

Community interest has sparked an 
effort to rehabilitate a damaged Statue 
of Liberty replica given to the city of 
Madison by the Boy Scouts in 1951.

The Madison Arts Commission 
recently approved a $5,000 main-
tenance grant, which will serve as 
a down payment for the restoration 
and make sure that the statue can be 
moved from Warner Park to an indoor 
location in time to prevent further de-
terioration this winter.

“The commission has a conserva-
tion report that identifi es Liberty as 
one of the most at-risk pieces in the 
city’s collection, and they were very 
impressed by the way Northsiders 
galvanized to create a plan to save the 
sculpture,” said Karin Wolf, Madi-
son’s arts program administrator.

The historic statue — located 
west of the Warner Park Communi-
ty Recreation Center — is cracked, 
broken and stained.

The committee organizing  the effort 
has decided to choose local Fine Art 
Conservation Services to restore statue, 
if a contract can be worked out. The fi rm 
is made up of local art conservator Tony 
Rajer and metallurgist Tom Pankratz.

“They are fl exible and they are 
here,” explained committee co-chair 
Barbara Arnold. They also submitted 
a low bid of $21,000. 

However, the committee has es-
timated the total cost for the project 
at as much as $75,000, including im-
proved landscaping and lighting as 
well as an endowment for future care 
of the sculpture. But donated supplies 
and services are expected to reduce 

the money needed, and committee 
members are researching grants that 
might fund some of the project.

The 10-member committee also 
found a non-profi t fi scal agent to receive 
tax-deductible contributions. Checks 
should be made out to the agent, His-
toric Madison Inc., and sent to: 

Fiscal Receiver 501c3
Historic Madison Inc.
P.O. Box 2721 
Madison, WI 53701

The memo line of the check should 
note that it is for the Statue of Liberty 
Restoration Fund.

Those interested in contributing 
in-kind services such as landscaping 
instead of funds should contact co-
chair Sue Peck at (608) 358-1270.

Boy Scout activist John Frey is 
also a co-chair of the group.

The committee has additionally dis-
cussed the possibility of moving the 
statue to a more prominent location in 
the park. It is presently in a rather se-
cluded spot and often goes unnoticed. 

Plans are to have the statue back in 
place by the 2011 Rhythm & Booms 
celebration, with a formal dedication 
to occur on Oct. 28, 2011, exactly 
40 years after the date of the last re-
dedication of the statue when it was 
moved to Warner Park in 1971.

The committee’s next meeting is 
set for Wednesday, Jan. 20, at 7 pm 
at the Community Recreation Cen-
ter. Kay Rutledge, city parks devel-
opment manager, will attend to learn 
the group’s plans and advise how to 
proceed with landscaping that would 
harmonize with the master plan for 
the park and a future Gateway proj-
ect at the main entrance.

OpenÊ 7Ê daysÊ aÊ week! Ê
3pm-midnight

605 N. Sherman Avenue 
(Lakewood Plaza on Madison’s North Side)

513-2596
MadisonÕ sÊ PremiereÊ

CigarÊ BarÊ &Ê CocktailÊ Lounge

★Ê IndoorÊ smoking

★ Air filtration system

★ Enticing ambience

★ Full service bar

★ Fine humidified cigars

★Ê Exotic beers, wines & liquors Ê

★ Top quality cigarettes 

★ TVs for sports, etc.

★ Smoking tools & gifts

★ Pipes & custom tobaccos

★ Bi-monthly Pipe Club meetings

HostedÊ byÊ JacksonÊ Ê
& his top-notch staff 

drackenbergs_northsidenews_9-09.indd   1 9/22/09   6:24:49 PM
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Vera Court community welcomes 
AmeriCorps

Statue of Liberty restoration 
effort continues

AmeriCorps is a direct-
service centered program 

along the lines of the Peace 
Corps, but concentrating 
on projects in the United 
States. … This year over 

70,000 personnel are 
working on projects 

throughout the country. 
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By Trish O’Kane

She came late one June afternoon, 
season of backyard weddings, new po-
tatoes, and liberated schoolchildren.

Wet noses pointed towards the dog 
park, my two large unruly beasts were 
dragging me past Warner Meadow. Then 
I saw her. I pulled them back like a stage 
coach driver trying to keep two horses 
from charging over a precipice. 

With velvety orange legs, she was 
clinging to a young 
ash tree, a moth the 
size of my hand. Her 
orange, gold, and 
pearly wings were 
fully spread. There 
were creamy cres-
cents in the wing cen-
ter and eye-shaped 
markings at the tips. 
Bird predators think 
the wing “eyes” are 
really her head. They 
strike and tear the 
wing’s edge. She escapes, raggedy, but 
intact.

She was a wild silk moth, Hya-
lophora cecropia, a relative of the silk 
moth the Chinese domesticated 4,000 
years ago. Her species is one of 11,000 
moths in North America. 

She lives for just one year. Life began 
the year before, as a tiny egg placed on 
a leaf, followed by leaf-munching cater-
pillardom. She survived the gypsy moth 
spraying that can kill her “non-target” 
species. Then she hid or tried to look poi-
sonous to evade birds, wasps, spiders, and 
other predators. Only one percent of her 
species survives to adulthood.

In a miracle of green architecture, she 
took a silken thread nearly a mile long to 
spin a waterproof cocoon that resembles 
ash bark and can withstand a Wisconsin 
winter. She must have emerged that very 
day to spend the afternoon drying her 
wings. Most of her  life is about eating 
and building up fat. For her last five to six 

days, she has sex, lays 200 eggs, and dies.
I spent sunset with her, drawing her. 

She did not move. I could not see it, but 
she was releasing a perfumed phero-
mone plume. As far as 20 miles away, 
somewhere a male cecropian was stir-
ring. His wide feathered antennae are 
a pheromone detection system: 60,000 
tiny hairs with 150,000 receptor cells 
told him to get going. It was prob-
ably dusk when he lifted off. It might 
have been raining or blowing, but off 

he went, zigzagging 
through the sky on a 
trail of perfume.

Early the next morn-
ing, I rushed across the 
street. There were two 
moths, locked in a ce-
cropian embrace. He 
looked like her, only 
skinnier.

Biologists say that 
this male was not 
special, he was sim-
ply first in line. Some 

cecropians mate for an hour -- this pair 
stayed together for at least 36 hours – 
Saturday morning until Sunday night – 
through rain and thunderstorms. Males 
lose over 40 percent of their body weight 
while finding a mate and having sex, and 
this guy was shrinking by the hour.

Cecropians are neither endangered 
nor protected. But their numbers are 
dropping. Lepidopterists blame habitat 
destruction, gypsy moth control, and 
possibly mercury vapor lights which 
disrupt their mating.

Today, the tall unmowed grasses 
around this ash tree hid two cecropian 
cocoons. In our wild unmowed Warner 
Meadow, cecropian romance still has a 
chance.

CREDIT: The main reference used for this 
piece was: “The Wild Silk Moths of North 
America: A Natural History of the Saturniidae 
of the United States and Canada,” by Paul M. 
Tuskes, James P. Tuttle, and Michael M. Collins, 
Cornell University Press, 1996, New York.  

The Dane County Friends of the 
Lake View Hill Park will hold its an-
nual meeting on Jan. 30, 2010 from 
10 am–noon at the Warner Park 
Community and Recreation Center. 
The Lake View Hill Park is located 
around and behind Dane County Hu-
man Services (also known as the old 
Lake View Sanatorium), on North-
port Drive. Interested individuals are 
invited to attend. 

The 2009 activities will be re-
viewed at the meeting and then the 
group will look ahead to the 2010 
plans that includes continuation of 
monthly workdays in the woods, the 
creation of several educational piec-
es for neighbors, schools and other 

interested in the history, and the eco-
logical restoration underway at Lake 
View Hill Park. Ecological Services 
on long-term restoration efforts, the 
group has made much progress.  To 
continue that work, Dane County has 
recently contracted with a new firm, 
JFNew in Verona, for the next year. 
Highlights of the planned work will be 
covered at the meeting. 

Come to share some treats, meet 
the Board of the Friends group, and 
vote on officers for the coming year.  
For more information and to become 
a member of the group, contact Sue 
Gleason at suemark@sbcglobal.net 
or 249-9449.

REMODELING CONCEPTS
Residential/Commercial Interior & Exterior

Mildew Resolution to Roofing & Siding
House & Apartment Rentals

STEVE
Bus: 608-249-5266
Fax: 608-249-5266
Cell: 608-576-9530

Concrete Drywall Bathrooms Roofing
Carpentry Power Washing Painting Glazing

Caulking Snow Plowing Mowing
Complete yard clean-ups & much more!
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Free Estimates Insured

Kyle Norsetter, Owner    •   References
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A tale of silk and perfume in wild 
Warner meadow

Dane County Friends of Lake View Hill 
Park to meet in January

    
               
 
 
 
 

 

The UPS Store 1213 N Sherman Ave 
Northgate 663-9090 

Not good with any other offers. 

Let’s Help Others 
Have a Great Holiday 

 
Bring in dry goods, canned food, 

or toiletries for disbursement 

through The River Food Pantry 

Donate and Save! 
 

For each item donated 

receive $1 off your bill 

(up to $10 purchase) 
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By Jan Axelson
Northside News

Flames rippled across 30 acres in 
Cherokee Marsh Conservation Park 
this fall in a planned burn by Madison 
Parks. In the past, Native Americans 
ran fi res through the landscape to im-
prove hunting and harvests and to ease 
travel. In much the same way, Con-
servation Resources Supervisor Russ 
Hefty and his crew use fi re to maintain 
healthy, diverse plant communities in 
the Conservation Park. 

The fi res took place over two days in 
November and included areas of wetland 
and woodland. Because the new board-
walk along the river is aluminum rather 
than wood, the burn this year could in-
clude the wetlands along the boardwalk.

The areas burned included rare plant 
communities called sedge meadows. 
Sedges are grasslike plants that often 
favor wet soil. Without periodic burns, 
shrubs and trees invade the meadow, 
making it less suitable for ground nest-
ers such as sandhill cranes and north-
ern harriers. 

In wooded areas, burning removes 
saplings of black cherry, green ash, 
and other woody plants that would fi ll 
in the understory. Supervisor Hefty 
says, “Early settlers in our area report-
ed that the woods were open enough 
to drive a wagon through. Oak and 
hickory tolerate fi re and allow enough 
light to reach the ground for grasses 
and fl owers to grow.”

Before lighting the fi rst match, the 

crew prepares a fi re plan with defi ned 
start and stop points. The river pro-
vides a natural fi rebreak. In other areas, 
mowing or blowing away leaf litter to 
bare ground creates a break.

On the day of the burn, conditions 
must be right, neither too dry nor too 
windy. During the burn, the crew mon-
itors the progress of the fl ames and 
maintains radio communication with 
the Madision Fire Department.

Sometimes the burns have delight-
ful results. Last spring, in a recently 
burned area, a large patch of shooting 
star wildfl owers appeared for the fi rst 
time in memory.

Cherokee Marsh Photo of Air Force One
Air Force One, carrying President Obama, comes in for a landing and fl ies 
over Cherokee Marsh on November 4. Photo taken from Burning Wood Way.

The Yahara River forms a natural fi rebreak for controlled burns 
in Cherokee Marsh.
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As Madison’s community energy 
company, MGE supports local efforts 
to improve our environment. To en-
courage these efforts, MGE is offering 
a challenge to neighborhoods to go be-
yond the current levels of green power 
participation to help signifi cantly re-
duce environmental impacts of energy 
use and make Madison a green power 
champion. Under this challenge, the 
neighborhood with the largest percent-
age increase in participants of MGE’s 

Green Power Tomorrow will receive 
$1,000. The neighborhood with the 
second highest increase will be award-
ed $500.  To participate, your neigh-
borhood must register with MGE by 
December 31.

For details and registration infor-
mation, please see the attached fact 
sheet.  Please contact Bob Stoffs at rst-
offs@mge.com or 252-7906 with any 
questions or for more information.  

Enjoy a 15% savings on  
Home Décor and Custom  
Framing and receive a box of 
chocolates with your purchase. 

We’re making the 
      holidays a little sweeter...

* Maximum discount of $20 per project/item.  
 Not applicable to items already on sale.  
 Offer expires 12.14.09

Lakeview Cooperative Preschool 
Children, Parents, Teachers Learning Together, Since 1959 

 

Attend and tell friends! Put this up on your refrigerator! 
 Your kids and others will thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please call 246-2040 or visit www.LakeviewPreschool.org for information 

50th Anniversary Benefit Concert 
@ High Noon Saloon 

February 21 from 2-4pm 
Featuring children’s performer 

David Landau 
$5 adults, $3 kids, under 2 free 

CALL TODAY... 
608-213-5223 

WWW.ORYANSLLC.COM 

Snow Removal &  
Property Maintenance 

Ê

Driveways 
Sidewalks 
Roof Raking 
Drywall and Painting 
Plumbing & Electrical 
Handyman Repairs 
Northside News Discount 
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Creative home improvements
to complete remodeling
608.843.3550
www.BlueTerraDesign.com
 info@BlueTerraDesign.com

Fire Helps Cherokee Marsh

MG&E Neighborhood Green Power Challenge

•	 Intuit	online	payroll
•	 Year	end	data	review

•	 Financial	Statements	
•	 Tax	season	preparation

(608)	249-4005

3222	Quincy	Avenue	•	Madison,	WI	53704

(608) 249-4005

10%	New	Client	Discount

Raymond Ostling EA
Tax	&	Accounting

Raymond Ostling EA
Tax	&	Accounting

IRSIRSIRS e-filee-filee-filee-filee-filee-filee-filee-filee-file

IntuitIntuitIntuitIntuitIntuitIntuit
CertifiedCertifiedCertifiedCertifiedCertifiedCertified

ProAdvisorProAdvisorProAdvisorProAdvisorProAdvisorProAdvisor

QuickBooksQuickBooksQuickBooksQuickBooksQuickBooksQuickBooks
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North & East Side Specialist
Dan Bowden - Broker / Manager 
Restaino & Associates East Office 

4114 E Washington Ave 
220.5311 - Dan@DanBowden.net  

www.DanBowden.net 

 
As a proud, life-long Northside resident I have been helping Buyers  
discover the Northside’s unique value and Sellers with their real estate 
needs for over 15 years.  
 
Call on a seasoned community expert who lives here, supports the commu-
nity, area businesses and schools.  Whether it’s info on any active listing(s) 
or the value of your home or condo in today’s market, call Dan first!
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