
Anytime Fitness
608-245-1616
Free PT Package
5 V.I.P. Guest Packages

Boomerangs Resale Store
608-268-0793
“Give a little … Get a Lot”
www.boomerangsresale.org

Dorn Hardware True Value
244-5403
Discover Unique Gifts!

Frugal Muse
242-0000
Books, Music, Video
Make your holiday merry and frugal.

Hmoob Oriental Market
240-0846
Find a variety of fresh food  
products, meat and poultry.

Kiddos Learning Center
245-1444
Now Enrolling
www.kiddosusa.com

LaundryLand
442-9476
Dry Cleaning, Self-Serve  
Laundromat, King-Size  
Washers, Fully Attended

Northside Family Restaurant
244-5663
Daily Specials

Pizza Extreme
244-7700
Under New Management

QQ Asian Buffet
608-819-8448
Chinese, Japanese &  
American Cuisine

Savidusky’s
255-5191
Fur and leather cleaning,  
repairs, alterations, restyles,  
and accessories.

The UPS Store
663-9090
Shipping & Packaging Services

Weaver 
241-4006
Automotive Parts & Accessories
Complete machine shop service

Wishing all of our 
 Northside customers a
  joyous holiday season.
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By Marge Pitts

In 2008, the organization former-
ly called the Friends of Troy Gar-
dens changed its name to Commu-
nity GroundWorks at Troy Gardens 
(CGW), in order to replicate the Troy 
Gardens model in other places. In 2009 
CGW began to find work away from 
its home acres, bringing the expertise 
they’ve garnered and the experience 
they’ve gained at Troy Gardens to new 
projects and new collaborations.

This spring, with crucial support 
from an anonymous benefactor, CGW 
launched Madison FarmWorks, a new 
business that brings Troy Gardens’ 
know-how to private homes and busi-
nesses. Madison FarmWorks offers a 
broad array of services from consulta-
tion to installation and upkeep, to peo-
ple who want to transform their con-
ventional urban landscapes of lawns 
and shrubbery to productive and beau-
tiful urban agriculture.

In its first season Madison Farm-
Works has attracted an impressive 
number of clients. Madison Farm-
Works has created several home garden 
plans, including the garden at Village 
Cohousing on Erin St. They’ve helped 
elderly clients regain the upper hand 
in their gardens, young families who 

needed help establishing new gardens, 
and businesses leading a green revolu-
tion in the corporate landscape.  

Recently, a local couple decided, as 
a tenth anniversary gift to themselves, 
to rip out their lawn and replace it with 
an edible landscape. They hired Madi-
son FarmWorks to create a master plan 
which includes raised garden beds, 
fruit trees, a cutting flower garden, a 
strawberry patch and stone paths. They 
called together a group of their friends 
as volunteer labor, and in one weekend  
— dubbed the “Brownyard Blitz” — 
Madison FarmWorks led the crew to 
implement the design. Now everything 
is ready for planting next spring. 

“It’s a bit unsatisfying to build a 
garden and then immediately put it 
to bed,” writes Marie Brown, the ho-
meowner. “But now we have all win-
ter to inventory our seeds and perfect 
our plant wish list, find black currant 
bushes, asparagus, and quince trees. 
We will spend the coldest nights debat-
ing about which heirloom tomatoes are 
sweeter. We have all winter to dream of 
green things to come.” Check out Ma-
rie’s blog for the whole story and pho-
tos: http://brownbuilt.wordpress.com/.

To learn more about Madison Farm-
Works, call 608-239-6205.

By Lynette Jandl

The Northside Farmers Market will 
happen one more time this year. Indoors, 
of course. Next to Family Dollar (near 
Pierce’s) at the Northside Town Center. 
From 10 am–1 pm on Sun., Dec. 20 — 
perfect timing for you to gather fresh 
local vegetables, baked goods, meats 
and cheeses for your holiday guests. 
You’ll also 
find unique 
gifts, hand-
made by lo-
cal artists and 
crafters. Don’t 
miss this last 
chance of the 
year to get that 
old Northside 
Farmers Mar-
ket feeling. 

It’ll be a 
“Coming Out Party” at 11 am for the 
long awaited Northside pole banners 
that will go up soon on Northport Dr., 
Sherman Ave., and Packers Ave. Also, 
the Ice Muskie’s mascot from the Hart-
meyer Ice Arena will be there.

As always, you can get hot coffee 
and breakfast at Brady’s. Stop by and 
learn about the REAP “Farm to School” 
Program www.reapfoodgroup.org/Pro
grams-Events/farm-to-school.html and 
enjoy delicious Mermaid Cafe Crepes 
with guest chef David McKercher. Lisa 
Jacobson is the owner of Mermaid Cafe 
and the REAP Manager for the Farm to 

School program.
Make it your  market by getting to 

know the vendors, if you haven’t al-
ready. Each will be glad to tell you 
about their farming methods and prac-
tices that result in the highest nutrition 
and fullest flavor possible, with none of 
the health concerns that have been mak-
ing the news when large farming op-

erations have 
d i s t r i bu t ed  
goods that 
caused seri-
ous illness 
and unfortu-
nately even 
a few deaths. 
That just 
doesn’t hap-
pen when 
your farmer 
picks it one 
day and you 

buy it the next day at their stall.
Many thanks to all the helpful vol-

unteers who made this year a great 
success! The NFM will return in May 
2010 for its sixth year. Be sure you get 
the newsletter with all the announce-
ments, seasonal recipes and interest-
ing articles. Sign up at the Market info 
table on the Dec. 20 or online at www.
northsidefarmersmarket.org. Happy 
Holidays!

2114 N Sherman Ave • Madison, WI 53704

608.241.0323 • www.DuwaynesSalon.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

Start your holiday shopping NOW!

Holiday Loan

9.9%APR*

2555 Shopko Drive . Madison
241-2191 . heritagecu.org

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Credit scores of 700+qualify for the best rate. Maximum loan amount $5,000. Some restrictions apply and  
loan is subject to quali�ed credit. O�er expires 12/31/2009.

Off the farm: Madison FarmWorks 
takes Troy Gardens expertise to 
new places

Northside Farmer’s Market — 
It’s not over yet!
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By Lt. Eric Dahl
Madison Fire Department

What is Carbon Monoxide?
Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odor-

less, colorless and toxic gas. Because it 
is impossible to see, taste or smell the 
toxic fumes, CO can kill you before you 
are aware it is in your home. At lower 
levels of exposure, CO causes mild ef-
fects that are often mistaken for the fl u. 
These symptoms include headaches, 
dizziness, disorientation, nausea and fa-
tigue. The effects of CO exposure can 
vary greatly from person to person de-
pending on age, overall health and the 
concentration and length of exposure.

Where Does Carbon Monoxide 
Come From?

CO gas can come from several 
sources: gas-fi red appliances, char-
coal grills, wood-burning furnaces or 
fi replaces and motor vehicles.

What If Your Carbon Monoxide
Alarm Goes Off?

If no one is feeling ill:

• Silence the alarm.

• Turn off all gas and wood burn-
ing appliances (i.e. furnace, water 
heater, clothes dryer, fi replace).

• Ventilate the house with fresh air 
by opening doors and windows.

• Call a qualifi ed professional to 
investigate the source of the pos-
sible CO buildup.

If illness is a factor:
• Evacuate all occupants immediately.

• Determine how many occupants are 
ill and determine their symptoms.

• From outside, call 9-1-1 and be 
sure to tell the dispatcher the 
number of people feeling ill.

• Do not re-enter the home without 
the approval of a fi re department 
representative.

• Call a qualifi ed professional to 
repair the source of the CO.

How Do You Protect Your Family?
• Install at least one Underwriters 

Laboratories listed carbon mon-
oxide alarm with an audible warn-
ing signal near sleeping areas and 
outside individual bedrooms. CO 
alarms measure levels over time 
and are designed to sound an alarm 
before an average, healthy adult 
would experience symptoms. It 
is very possible that you may not 
be experiencing symptoms when 
you hear the alarm. This does not 
mean that CO is not present.

• Have a qualifi ed professional 
check all fuel burning appliances, 
furnaces, vents and chimneys at 
least once a year.

• Never use your range or oven to 
help heat your home and never 
use a charcoal grill or hibachi in 
your home or garage.

• Never keep a car running in a garage.

• The presence of a CO alarm in 
your home can save your life in 
the event of CO buildup.

By Nancy Helgesen Lyons

The rising costs of heating bills seem 
to be never ending, but there are some 
simple strategies to lower your heating 
bills this season.

One place to start is by draft hunt-
ing in your home. Check around 
your windows and doors for cold air 
coming in. Look for cracks in your 
foundation and by your plumbing 
vent pipe. Many cracks can be inex-
pensively sealed off using caulk or 
rope insulation, and weather strip-
ping is a low cost way to stop drafts 
around doors. 

Maria Sadowski, community rela-
tions manager for the Madison Envi-
ronmental Group’s EnAct: Steps to 
Greener Living program, said, “Win-
ter time is a great time to save ener-
gy.” She suggested putting low-cost 
window plastic over windows, closing 
blinds or drapes, and hanging heavier 
drapes over windows to further insu-
late your home. 

Sadowski said, “One place where 
there is no insulation is where there 
are electrical outlets on outside walls.  
You can buy draft blockers, small 
pieces of foam, at hardware stores to 
put behind these outlet plates to save 
energy.” 

Turning down thermostats is a big 
way to save money. This can be done all 
the time, or at least when leaving for the 
day and when going to bed.  Madison 
Gas and Electric’s website, www.mge.
com states that turning your thermostat 
back just three degrees Fahrenheit can 
save you $74 per heating season. 

Keep your furnace running effi ciently 

by replacing the fi lter every month dur-
ing the winter. Sadowski said, “Dirty 
fi lters make furnaces work harder.”

The EnAct program offers a useful 
book called EnAct: Steps to Greener 
Living that is often used by both in-
dividuals and small groups who form 
Environmental Action Teams for a 
few weeks to study more strategies 
for saving energy. This book is avail-
able from Madison libraries, can be 
purchased from EnAct, or it may be 
downloaded free from EnAct’s web-
site, www.enactwi.org . Call 204-2888 
for information on getting books or to 
learn how to form an Environmental 
Action Team with your neighbors, 
family and friends.

If your income level meets certain 
requirements, you may qualify for the 
Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance 
Program, which provides a one-time 
heating assistance payment. One per-
son needs to make $1,953 or less in 
one month to qualify. A family of four 
would need to make $3,756 or less in 
one month to qualify. To apply for En-
ergy Assistance, call Energy Services, 
Inc. at 283-7650.

The Housing Center, a Madison or-
ganization that offers information to 
fi rst time home buyers, suggests turn-
ing down your water heater to 120 
degrees Fahrenheit as another way to 
save money.

Project Home, one of the organiza-
tions that oversees The Housing Center, 
also provides weatherization assistance 
to those who qualify for Energy Assis-
tance. For more information, call Project 
Home at 246-3737 or visit the Project 
Home website, www.ProjectHome.org. 

When outdoor temperatures are be-
low zero for more than three days at 
a time, water pipes and meters that 
are exposed to cold air can freeze and 
break.  Preventing pipes from freezing 
is easier and safer than trying to thaw 
them.  Now is the time to solve prob-
lems before they occur. 

All exposed pipes should be properly 
insulated. Common household areas 
where exposed pipes can be found in-
clude unfi nished garages, basements, 
mudrooms, laundry rooms, and under 
the kitchen sink. Use insulating tape 
or molded pipe sleeve and wrap it over 
the entire length of exposed pipe; you 
can fi nd supplies at a home improve-
ment or hardware store. While you’re 
at it, inspect these pipes for cracks and 
leaks.  Locate your plumbing system’s 
shutoff valves and make sure that you 
can shut off the water quickly should 
your pipes burst.

Open cupboard doors in the kitchen 
and bathrooms. Water lines supply-
ing the kitchen or bathrooms are fre-
quently located in outside walls. Any 
air leaks in siding or insulation can 
cause these pipes to freeze in frigid 
weather. Leaving the cupboard doors 
open when the temperature is below 
freezing allows pipes behind the cup-
boards to get more heat. 

Let the water run if the tempera-
ture dips below zero. A stream of wa-
ter slightly smaller than a pencil lead 
should be suffi cient. Faucets farthest 

from the street should be the ones left 
running. Using cold water will save on 
your gas or electric bill, and the water 
usage will be much less expensive than 
plumbing repairs.

Before you leave for an extended 
winter vacation, make sure to prepare 
your home for the possibility of water 
damage while you’re away. Keep the 
house heated, open under sink cabinets 
to allow warm air to reach the pipes, 
and allow your faucets to drip. If you’ll 
be gone for a long time, consider call-
ing the Water Utility to shut off the 
water, and possibly have your water 
system completely drained by a profes-
sional plumber.

Be cautious if your pipes do freeze.  
If some but not all of your water fix-
tures are working, chances are you 
have a pipe inside your house that 
has frozen, but water is still coming 
in from the street.  This becomes the 
property owner’s responsibility.  You 
can try thawing the pipe with a hair 
dryer or call a plumber.  Don’t try us-
ing any kind of open flame to thaw 
the pipe.

If you have lost water to all your 
faucets, you may have a frozen water 
service lateral between the street and 
your home. Call the Water Utility at 
266-4665.  According to state rules, the 
utility will thaw a frozen lateral only 
once; for any future thaws, the owner 
will be responsible for hiring a contrac-
tor at the owner’s expense.

Dentalmart

Tamim Sifri, DDS

General, Cosmetic and Implant  Dentistry for Today's Family

Take a smart 
step towards a 

healthier smile!  

• Member of Delta Dental

• Children Welcome!

• Evening Appointments

• Neighborhood Dentist

• Ask about New Patient Incentives

International Lane
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Dentalmart

2317 International Ln, Suite 101,  Madison,  WI 53704

Call Today! 608-241-8782
www.smartdentalmadison.com

Simple energy-saving tips can save 
you money this winter

Carbon monoxide safety tips

Now is the time to prevent winter 
damage to water pipes
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© 2009 AnchorBank, fsb. 

2929 N. Sherman Ave., Madison
246-3505 • anchorbank.com

AnchorBank wishes you 
a happy holiday season.

Carry out Deli
Cater your Holiday Party

Home Cooking!
Hot Turkey & Hot Beef Sandwiches  

with mashed potatoes & gravy every day!

Nightly Specials 4-7 PM
Chicken & Dumplings 

every other Tuesday night

Friday Fish Fry 4-8 PM
2-pc $7.00 3-pc $8.25

Saturday Prime Rib $11.00
Open Daily 11 AM-7 PM
5440 Willow Rd. Ste. 112 
in Yahara Crossing Centre

 Off County Trunk M between 
Skipper Buds and the Willows Tavern

(608) 335-9186
Available services

Hair cuts for men, women & children  
Color, highlights, corrective 
color & dimensional color  

Wig fittings Perms & facial waxing

located at 4505 Texas Trail

Shampoo &
Haircut$15 

Caf é  La Be l l i ta l ia 

D e l i v e r y  S p e c i a l s

 Dine in, carry out & delivery
 Full Italian menu
 Extensive wine & beer list
 Senior discounts

Lunch Special
Monday-Friday, Dine In Only

R i s t o r a n t e  &  P i z z e r i a

2  m e d i u m , 1  t o p p i n g  p i z z a s  
$ 1 6 . 4 5  p l  t x

2  l a r g e , 1  t o p p i n g  p i z z a s  
$ 1 8 . 4 5  p l  t x

2  e x t r a  l a r g e , 1  t o p p i n g
$ 2 0 . 4 5  p l  t x

E x t r a  t o p p i n g s  ~ $ 1 . 5 0

Catering
Available
All occasions

 Birthdays
 Weddings
 Meetings
 Parties

Your choice of sandwich with a salad
with non-alchoholic beverage

$7.25
Mention this ad for this special price.

1026 N. Sherman Ave.
243-1200

Mon-Thur 11am-10 pm
Fri 11am-Midnight

Sat 3:30 pm-Midnight
Sun 3:30 pm-9 pm

Knitters For Critters comes  
to Northside
Targets Making 52 Shelter Blankets in 2010!

By Shauna Cook

Knitters For Critters, an all volun-
teer organization started in Illinois, 
recently opened a Madison chapter 
on our beloved Northside. Volunteers 
will create hand-made (knitted or cro-
cheted) blankets to comfort animals 
living in animal shelters. While these 
animals await adoption, the blankets 
provide a comfortable bed year-round. 
When they are adopted, their blanket 
goes with them, providing something 
familiar as they adjust to their “for-
ever family”.

Knitters For Critters is the perfect 
volunteer opportunity for crafters de-
siring to volunteer at their own pace; 
or those who are looking to donate 
their unused yarn. Yarn donations and 
crafters are always needed. If you en-
joy knitting or crocheting, please con-
sider making a few small blankets to 
help these forgotten pets. The Madison 
chapter’s goal is to deliver the equiva-
lent of one blanket a week, or 52 blan-
kets, to area shelters in 2010.

How to Help by Making Blankets
Just knit or crochet the blanket using 

any pattern and any color of washable 
yarn. Feel free to mix and match col-
ors, and even make up your own pat-
tern! The finished blanket should be 
about two-foot square. 

How to Help by Donating Yarn
If you don’t have the time or exper-

tise, but do have some leftover skeins 
of yarn from a project – we can put it to 
good use. Any color of washable yarn 
would be appreciated.

Where to Make Your Donation
Donations are accepted at the Warner 

Park Community Recreation Center, 
and at the Dane County Humane So-
ciety. Be sure to mention Knitters For 
Critters when making your donation.

Knitters for Critters currently sup-
ports the Dane County Human Soci-
ety, and is interested in knowing about 
other shelters in the area needing our 
blankets. If you want to suggest a lo-
cal shelter, want some yarn to make 
a blanket, or are willing to volunteer, 
please email shauna@KnittersFor
Critters.com or visit www.Knitters
ForCritters.com.

The Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on the Madison Water 
Utility’s rate increase request on 
Dec. 8 at 10 am at the PSC’s build-
ing located at 610 North Whitney 
Way.

The proposed increase would 
raise the average residential cus-
tomer’s six-month water bill by 
about $19.76 or approximately 
$3.30 per month. This works out 
to 11 cents per day for an average 
household of 2.3 people. 

The utility has requested an in-
crease to cover higher operational 
and maintenance costs as well as 
significant additional capital in-
vestment, including repair and re-
placement of aging water mains, 
some of which are 100 years old 
and prone to breakage as the mer-
cury drops. Planned investments 
are also being driven by a renewed 
emphasis on water quality.

Madison residents receive a mu-
nicipal services bill every six 
months, a bill that includes not 
only their water usage and public 
fire protection but also charges for 

sewer, storm water, and landfill re-
mediation. 

The water utility plans to con-
tinue a high efficiency toilet rebate 
program, which has proven popu-
lar among customers seeking to 
reduce their water usage. Although 
the budget for toilet rebates will 
remain unchanged at $250,000, 
the program’s scope will be ex-
panded in 2010 to include apart-
ment buildings as well as single-
family homes. Water conservation 
by Madison residents effectively 
defers the need for new well con-
struction as the city grows.

Madison’s water rates have been 
among the lower rates in the state 
for utilities of similar size. If the 
PSC approves the new rates, the 
average Madison residential cus-
tomer will pay $98.84 for water 
every six months. By comparison, 
customers in other Wisconsin cit-
ies pay more for the same amount 
of water: Menasha, $217.88; 
Oshkosh, $200.50; Marshfield, 
$157.00; Beaver Dam, $142.90; 
Watertown, $157.60; Green Bay, 
$124.00; and Racine, $125.50.

Water Utility rate hearing to be held  
in December

Two kitties nestled in their knitted blanket from Knitters for Critters.  
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[ Tell our  advertisers you saw their ad  in the Northside news!  ]
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Sherman Avenue 
United Methodist Church 

Pastor Jakes Voker 
3705 N. Sherman Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin  53704 
608 244 0868            shermanumc3705@sbcglobal.net 

 

HUGE RUMMAGE SALE!!! 
Friday and Saturday, January 22nd and 23rd 

8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

Indoors 
If you have clean and usable items you want to contribute 

to the church for the sale, call 244 3845 

Live, Give, Love … Beyond All Expectations 

By Kristi Kloos
Principal

My name is Kristi 
Kloos and I have 
been the proud prin-
cipal of Lake View 
Elementary School 
for the last two years. 
We are a diverse 
school of 265 stu-
dents in grades K-5.  

We are enthusiastically working hard 
in our classrooms and with curriculum 
so we can continue to positively impact 
achievement for all kids for the 2009-
2010 school year. 

I wanted to discuss some of our 
wonderful community partners that 
help us to better meet the needs 
of our students. This year, we 
have worked with the “Northside 
4 Knowledge Foundation” where 
their generous donation allowed us 
to purchase a wireless classroom of 
laptop computers for our 4/5 class-
rooms in 2007. 

Last year, Duwayne’s Salon joined us 
as a partner in education. Their employ-
ees and customers have worked together 
to assist in a number of initiatives, the 

first being monetary donations. This 
fall, their donations allowed us to pro-
vide a school t -shirt for each student at 
Lake View.

They are now working toward a 
fundraiser to allow our students to be 
able to purchase books to support lit-
eracy school wide as well as to poten-
tially provide volunteers to come and 
work with our students. This winter 
they are donating winter clothes such 
as; boots, snow pants, hats and mit-
tens. What an amazing way to make 
a difference for our school.

I want to take this opportunity 
to thank all those who have volun-
teered, supported, or made donations 
to provide for our wonderful school. 
We look forward to continuing these 
partnerships as well as establish new 
ones to better support initiatives to 
promote the staff and students at 
Lake View.

On behalf of the entire staff at Lake 
View, we look forward to continuing 
to serve you and our community! 
We thank you for your support!  If 
you have any questions, comments, 
or concerns please contact me at  
204-4040. 

Greetings from Lake View 
Elementary School

By Vesna Kovach

On the misty afternoon of Nov. 24 a group of fifth graders turned school-
made compost into freshly dug soil and planted a 3’ x 4’ patch of garlic — 
the first bed in Lake View’s new school garden. The garlic should sprout 
next year, with the long, edible green stems known as “scapes” ready for 
harvest in the spring and mature heads somewhat later. The garden has 
been awarded a grant from the Madison Area Master Gardeners Associa-
tion and will include many more veggies and flowers in an intensive culti-
vation system designed to make the most use of small spaces. Students 
hope to use the fruits of their labor in the school’s healthy snack program.
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Students plant bulbs for spring in new 
Lake View Elementary School garden

Advertise in the Northside News!
Our ad rates can’t be beat at $14.25 per column inch! 

The Northside News reaches 13,000 households and businesses every issue.  
Reach every one of them! Ad prices start at only $57.  

We offer special rates for non-profit organizations.
 We also offer layout services – see ad rates on page 4!

Call us at 661-0060 ext. 3 to learn more!
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By Suzy Grindrod

Emerson Elementary School Three 
Sisters Garden 

Growing gardens on school grounds 
is a “growing” trend across the coun-
try. At the 2009 Spring Beautification 
Day, PTO volunteers created a large 
raised-bed garden next to the fence on 
the Emerson school field. Interested 
teachers and Safe Haven staff met to 
plan the garden, and decided on a Na-
tive American “Three Sisters” garden.

What is a three sisters garden? In 
some Native American cultures, the 
food staples corn, squash, and beans 
are called “the three sisters.” Grown 
together, each one helps the other grow 
better. The corn grows tall and provides 
support for the bean vines. The beans 
help keep essential minerals in the soil. 
The squash vines cover the ground and 
prevent weeds from growing. 

The classrooms of Ms. Bayuk, Ms. 
Grindrod, Ms. Cavicchio, Mrs. Tucci, 
and Mrs. Nelson planted the seeds and 
seedlings in May. Safe Haven kids, 
under the guidance of Ms.Nikki,  took 
over the care all summer long – and 
their hard work showed! We returned 
to school to find 18 big pumpkins in 
the garden, plus towering cornstalks, 
beans, beautiful marigolds and even 
some tomatoes.

We celebrated our green thumbs 
at the first SHARE assembly, with a 
lovely presentation by students in Mrs. 
Nelson’s class. Our first garden was so 
successful, we can’t wait to get started 
again in the spring!

Music 
Drumming has been found to help 

students learn to focus, listen, coop-
erate and improvise, but most impor-
tantly it is incredibly fun and appealing 
to everyone. Emerson’s music pro-
gram has a large drumming component 
which is being expanded through the 
receipt of several grants.

Emerson Elementary School has re-
ceived $4806 through the Music Mat-
ters Grant Program of the Muzak Heart 
and Soul Foundation. This foundation 
believes that through music education, 
a child can better achieve his/her full 
potential and stimulate personal and 
educational growth.

Emerson’s award will buy drums 
for the music classroom. For the past 
two years we have borrowed drums 
from another school for a semester.  
The instruction is based on a curricu-
lum called World Music Drumming in 
which music teacher Barbara Chusid 
has received training. We will learn pri-
marily West African rhythms and drum 
circle techniques.

Along with the drums, Emerson has 
received a $2000 grant from the Dane 
County Cultural Affairs Commission.  
This money will be used to bring Nani 
Agbeli, a master drummer and dancer 
from Ghana, now living in Madison, 
to our school to work with students on 
drumming and its African cultural con-
text.  We are still trying to raise another 
$1500 so that Nani can work closely 
with all students.

We hope drumming will become an 
integral part of the Emerson experience 
and that students will share their talents 
with family and the community.

In other news, Emerson was selected 
to be a part of a Madison Symphony 
educational outreach program enti-
tled, “Up Close and Musical.” Mem-
bers of a string quartet will visit first 
through third grade classrooms to 
demonstrate their instruments and 
illustrate music concepts and music 
history. The musicians will visit on four 
separate occasions starting in October 
and ending in March. Students may have 
the opportunity to attend a symphony 
performance in May as well. Their vis-
its will be supplemented by lessons in 
the music classes related to the instru-
ments, the music and the composers.

By Nicole Graper

Madison School and Community 
Recreation (MSCR) has recreational 
leagues for MMSD high school stu-
dents who are not on a WIAA team.   
Practices are held one night a week 
after school with games on Saturdays.  
Games are held at Warner Park Com-
munity Recreation Center and MMSD 
high schools.

Register as a team or as an individ-
ual.  Every effort is made to put the 
student on either an existing team or 
form a new team. Registration packets 
are available at MMSD High Schools 
Athletic Offices; Warner Park Commu-
nity Recreation Center, 1625 Northport 
Drive; and MSCR, 3802 Regent Street.  
The cost is $40 per person and scholar-
ships are available.  

Boys Basketball (Grades 11-12): 
Registration takes place December 
1-18. Program begins the week of Jan-
uary 25.

Girls Basketball (Grades 9-12)
Registration takes place January 4-15. 

Program begins the week of January 25.
For additional information please 

call 204-3026. 
MSCR offers many recreation pro-

grams for all ages at affordable pric-
es. Programs include: sports leagues, 

arts and enrichment, fitness, cultural 
events, outdoor adventure, recre-
ational sports, swim lessons and many 
other fitness and leisure opportuni-
ties. Please call 204-3000 or stop by 
MSCR at 3802 Regent Street for more 
information. Or visit MSCR’s website 
at www. mscr.org. 

For a free estimate, call (608) 630-TREE (8733)

Call now for
your oak and
elm pruning.

Emerson Elementary School news
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By Alyssa Kenney 
Center Director

Over 50 families from the North-
side joined together for Kennedy 
Heights Fifth Annual Family Lit-
eracy Night on Tuesday Novem-
ber 10.  Older youth, AmeriCorp 
members, and community center 
staff put together a carnival of lit-
eracy activities for young children 
and their parents to enjoy. Young 
children moved from activity to 
activity beading name bracelets, 
playing word twisters, visiting the 

public library booth, and creating 
their own story books. At each ac-
tivity area children had the oppor-
tunity to earn a book to take home.  
Over 300 books were distributed to 
families in the community.  Staff and 
volunteers made over 10 quarts of 
fried rice and every last bite was 
enjoyed by the families.  The Girls 
Inc. program also made a large fruit 
salad for Family Literacy Night as 
part of their healthy cooking class-
es at UW-Extension.  Thank you to 
all the families that attended this 
successful event.

Two boys from the youth program help a younger boy make a story book.

Kennedy Heights Family  
Literacy Night a big success
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MSCR high school basketball 
leagues starting soon
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By Richard Lyons

Ten East High National Society 
of Black Engineers (NSBE) Junior 
students and chaperones attended 
the Midwest (Region IV) NSBE Fall 
Regional Conference in Columbus, 
Ohio Nov. 13-15. 

The students attended college prep 
and scholarship meetings, engineer-
ing seminars, and a career fair. They 
also toured the COSI science and 
technology museum, and competed in 
the Engineering Design Competition.

The competition consisted of four 
students building an autonomous ro-
bot to compete in a race. The students 
had to give a verbal presentation that 
included a PowerPoint of how they 
designed, built, and tested their robot. 
Our East High team took second place 
and plans to travel to Toronto, Canada 

to compete at the national level.
The four East High students on 

the team are: Tenzin Khedup, Xavier 
Buesing, Casey McCarty, and Jona-
than Martin. Other students on the trip 
were: Giovanni Aleman, David Cann, 
Sheikh Jammeh, Scott Martin, Khad-
im Niang, and Phakawan “Benz” 
Thiphanon. The chaperones were 
Steve Somerson (math) and Richard 
Lyons (technology/engineering).

Seven UW Madison NSBE students 
accompanied and supported the East 
group, including current and former 
presidents Kendra Allen and Mitchelle 
Lyle, and Andrew Goldsby. Adeyinka 
Lesi arranged the transportation for 
this wonderful student experience.

Please contact advisor Richard  
Lyons at rlyons@madison.k12.wi.us or 
204-1520 if you are interested in help-
ing to raise funds for the Toronto trip.

By Cynthia Chin

Calculator thank you: We grateful-
ly acknowledge the donation of a pair 
of graphing calculators by Westport 
residents Jim and Pat S.  Their gifts 
go directly to students who might not 
otherwise be able to own this valuable 
tool. East supporters Meg G. and Don 
B. also made a substantial “Pay it For-
ward” contribution to the department’s 
pool of shared calculators. Thank you 
for helping to ensure a positive start for 
our math students.

Service-Learning Trip East stu-
dents will be traveling to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota 
during Spring Break in 2010.  Geom-
etry classes are studying symmetry and 
other patterns in indigenous art, as well 
as creating their own quilts to donate 
to Lakota children. To help support this 
project, contact Mary Paulson. mpaul-
son@madison.k12.wi.us 

A Penny for Your Keystrokes  The 
East High School Graphing Calculator 
Rental Fund is a registered charity on 
GoodSearch.com (a Yahoo-powered 
search engine) and GoodShop.com.  
Advertisers and on-line merchants af-
filiated with these sites donate about a 
penny per search and a fixed percent-
age of purchases to charities of the 
user’s choice.  To make a donation to 
the East calculator fund, enter “East 
High School—Madison” at the prompt 
“Who do you GoodSearch for?” Thank 
you for trying out this service and en-
couraging friends to do so if you are 
pleased with the results.  

Engineering Club: Welcome to 
our new and returning members.  

East students work with UW-Madison 
members of the National Society of 
Black Engineers (NSBE) and are de-
veloping a new partnership this year 
with the Society of Hispanic Profes-
sional Engineers (SHPE). Grants from 
United Way Dane County (By Youth 
For Youth) and Alliant Energy are 
funding collaborative projects with 
Blackhawk, O’Keefe, Sherman, and 
Hamilton middle schools. Club mem-
bers hosted an engineering-focused 
day at the high school for 40 seventh- 
and eighth-grade students in October 
and met with the same students again 
on Nov. 23. 

Math Nights East students contin-
ue to faithfully support this monthly 
public lecture series at UW-Madison. 
Graduate students and math faculty 
present 45-60 minute talks for high 
school students, introducing unfamil-
iar topics, surprising applications, and 
current research in the field. 

Math Competitions The first city 
meet of the year was held on October 
14 at LaFollette High School.  Students 
can see Mr. Galarowicz or Mr. Meloy 
about participating in upcoming meets. 

Five teams participated in the an-
nual High School Mathematical 
Competition in Modeling (www.co-
map.com), writing solution papers 
for open-ended applied problems 
during a 36-hour time period Novem-
ber 12 -13.  This year’s contestants 
had a choice between studying the 
logistics of the United State freshwa-
ter supply and developing a formula 
to quantify tsunami damage to coast-
line cities. Results will be announced 
in the spring.

00

North Gate
1193 N. Sherman Ave. 242-0000

High Point Center
7475 Mineral Point Rd 833-8668

Best
of Madison
2004-2008

voted

- Madison Magazine
- The Isthmus

www.frugalmuse.com

Hours
(both locations)

Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm
Sun. 10am-5pm

North Gate
1193 N. Sherman Ave.      242-0000

Prairie Towne Centre
235 Junction Rd.      833-8668

(North Gate)

By Lynelle Harrison

The Madison Stars Basketball Club 
had a stellar beginning to their 2009-2010 
season. The season started with a few 
skills development clinics in September, 
which helped the girls get back into play-
ing basketball after summer break.  The 
fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh/eighth 
grade teams are currently participating in 
the Tri County League and they will go 
to several tournaments after Tri County.  
Our second/third grade tournament team 
has been to one tournament and is headed 
to more in the coming months. Our teams 
are doing very well and improving at 
each practice and game. 

UW and Edgewood College wom-
en’s basketball teams came to Warner 
Park Recreation Center to run a skills 
clinic for our Stars players. Our young 
girls were able to learn from college 
student athletes. But most of all, they 
had fun working with them.

The club would like to thank Culver’s 

for the opportunity to raise some much 
needed scholarship funds during our 
October Scoopie Night. However, we 
are still in need of more funding. If you 
would like to donate, please contact Ly-
nelle Harrison at madisonstars@hotmail.
com or 692-0218. The Madison Stars 
Basketball Club is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization; your donation may be tax 
deductible. Please consider donating so 
that all of the girls have the opportunity to 
be part of a team, make new friends, and 
learn the game of basketball.

The club, which is for girls in kin-
dergarten through eighth grade, fo-
cuses on the development of basketball 
fundamentals of each player.  Thanks 
go out to all of our volunteer coaches 
for giving their time to their team.  We 
are always accepting new players who 
want to learn the game of basketball.  
To join our team, contact Lynelle or go 
to our website for more information: 
www.madisonstarsbasketball.com.

The UW women’s basketball team ran a skills clinic for the Madison Stars  
players at the Warner Park Rec Center in October. 
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Madison Stars off to a great start

East High Math News
(-x + y = z)

East Black Engineers hit the road
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        BBIIGG  CCOOUUNNTTRRYY 
         Lawn Care And Snow Removal 

 

        DON’T GET SNOWED IN!! 
           

                                                                 One Time Snow Removal…. 
                                                             providing one time snow removal  
                                                             services whether it be driveway,  
                                                             parking lot, or sidewalks 

                                                      Seasonal Contracts…. 
                                                             providing seasonal snow removal 
                                                             and salt application contracts                                                                                                  

                                                         
                                                         Call Today For A Free Quote! 

               608-467-6264 
       RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2011 Covenant 
Scholars with significant 
financial need to receive 
$1,500 for college expenses

The Wisconsin Covenant Founda-
tion, Inc. recently announced pro-
spective grants to the first group of 
students who signed the Wiscon-
sin Covenant pledge. These 17,000 
students, slated to graduate high 
school as the class of 2011, signed 
a pledge during eighth grade prom-
ising to work hard and prepare for 
college. Each student who completes 
the pledge, enrolls at least half-time 
in a Wisconsin college or university 
during 2011, and demonstrates sig-
nificant financial need will receive a 
$1,500 grant to be used for postsec-
ondary education expenses. 

“These grants are designed to help 
hard-working students realize that 
college is possible regardless of 
their family’s economic situation,” 
said Richard D. George, chair of the 
Foundation’s board of directors and 
CEO of Great Lakes Higher Educa-
tion Corporation which provided the 
Foundation’s $40 million lead gift. 
“We hope that by announcing these 
grants now, high school juniors from 
families who lack the resources to 
help pay for higher education will 
have extra motivation to complete the 
pledge and go on to college.”

The level of financial need for each 
Wisconsin Covenant Scholar will be 
determined by the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), 
the standard form used to calculate 
eligibility for federal and state fi-
nancial aid. Because the submission 
of this form is a requirement of the 
Wisconsin Covenant pledge, students 
and their families will not be required 
to complete any additional forms to 
qualify for this new grant. Based on 
the information provided, the FAF-
SA calculates an Estimated Family 
Contribution (EFC)—the amount the 
family is expected to contribute to-
ward the cost of college.

The EFC is calculated according to 
a formula set by the U.S. Department 
of Education and changes each year. 
The formula considers a family’s in-
come, assets, and benefits (such as 

unemployment or Social Security), 
as well as the size of the family and 
the number of family members who 
will attend college during the year. As 
an example, if the parents’ income was 
less than $30,000 and the parents filed 
a 1040 EZ tax form for 2008, then the 
student would automatically receive a 
$0 EFC on the 2009-2010 FAFSA.

Although students who receive a $0 
EFC qualify for a number of federal 
and state grants, the grant aid offered 
does not cover all college expenses. 
The gap between the cost of higher 
education and the financial aid of-
fered prevents many of Wisconsin’s 
best and brightest students — our 
leaders of tomorrow — from attend-
ing college.

The Wisconsin Covenant Founda-
tion is announcing these grants now 
in an effort to increase the chances 
that college-ready students will stay 
committed to completing the Wiscon-
sin Covenant pledge and enrolling in 
college. Every Wisconsin Covenant 
Scholar (as designated by the Of-
fice of the Wisconsin Covenant once 
all pledge points have been verified) 
with an EFC of $0 will be automati-
cally eligible for the $1,500 grant. 
The funds will be distributed during 
the fall of 2011, after the student en-
rolls at least half-time in a Wisconsin 
college or university.

For more information about the 
Wisconsin Covenant Foundation’s 
commitment to providing educa-
tional access to low-income and first-
generation students, please contact 
Shannon Loredo at 608-240-1251.

Row 1 Row 2 Row 3
1. ? 1. ? 1. Lee Syvrud
2. Rita Little 2. Larry Faulk 2. Larry Faulk
3. ? 3. Melvin Polster 3. Bobby Hillenbrant
4. ? 4. ? 4. ?
5. Mrs Roberts 5. Thelma Cleven 5. Paul Sevrud
6. ? 6. ? 6. Cecelia Bong
7. ? 7. ? 7.?
8. ? 8. ? 8. Jimmy Allen
9. Jay Karacer

Row 1 Row 2 Row 3 Row 4
1. Jimmy Allen 1. Barbara Poster 1. Jay Krarake 1. Connie Campbell
2. Joe Brown 2. Joyce Clark 2. ? 2. LeRoy Busby
3. Bob Feuling 3. ? 3. David DeClue 3. Dale Binky
4. ? 4. Jeanette Hummer 4. ? 4. Tom Poster
 5. ? 5. Donna Peterson 5. ?
 6. Beverly Nelson 6. ? 6. AJ Taft (Sheriff)
 7. Joyce Odegaard 7. Marlene Rattle 7. John Hummer
 8. ? 8. ? 8. Danny Peterson
 9. ? 9. _____ Metz 9. Bill Mayer
  10. ? 10. ____ St. John

Foundation announces grants 
to students who complete the       
Wisconsin Covenant   

Sherman Elementary School History
Sherman Elementary School, that little white 

school house on Sherman Avenue, is the feature of 
this look back in history. 

Dave Bruns shared his story about the first teacher 
of the Sherman School in the early 1900s. Verna Hurd, 
his grandmother, taught kindergarten through sixth 
grade. She then married the treasurer of the Madi-
son school system, Ernest August Bruns.  Verna and 
Ernest are the grandparents of Dave and Don Bruns. 
These roots in education are why he and his cousin 
Don are so passionate helping Northside schools. 

Sherman School students in 1941 and 1943
Tamara (Allen) Rosemeyer was going through old 

pictures that were her grandmother’s and she found 
two pictures dated 1941 and 1943 of her father’s 
class at Sherman school with the teachers.  Her father, James (Jimmy) Allen, 
age 79, was 10 years old in 1941. In the 1941 photo James is in the back row, 
the last child on the right.  He lived on Winchester street when it was the last 
street in town and Sherman Avenue was still a dirt road.

In the 1943 photo, James is in the first row, first one on the left.  James told his 
daughter that the cop in the back row middle was A.J. Taft who was the Maple 
Bluff cop.  He said that the week of Halloween he would come to Sherman school 
and give the kids treats and “remind” them to stay out of the Bluff on Halloween. 

James was able to name many of the other kids in the photos (but not all).  
Perhaps there are Northsiders who would like to help fill in the gaps on the 
names and their spelling. 

Verna Hurd Bruns 
(left) was a teacher 
at Sherman School in 
the early 1900s. 
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Coupon
Buy 1 Clothing Item, 

Get 1 Free 
of equal or lesser value 

Coupon Terms: Up to 3 free items per 
transaction. Outerwear and accessories 

excluded. Expires Jan. 31, 2010.

Hours: 
Mon-Sat 10-5   • Thurs 10-7

Northgate Mall 
(Sherman & Aberg)

268-0793
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